Adventures in Agrabah - Part 16 -Second Time's A Charm
Mozenrath hires someone new to get Hikaru. This woman believes the princess stereotype, and gets her butt kicked by Jasmine for it.


In the Land of the Black Sand, Mozenrath sat back in his
throne. He had finally been able to heal his arm and be rid of
that flea-bitten excuse for a wolf demon. Now, with the rabid
dog out of his way, Mozenrath was free to pursue plans of
capturing Hikaru and then ruling the world, with her as his
queen.
Mozenrath took out a crystal ball, and used his magic to look
in on Hikaru. THe princess was taking a bath right then, but
that didn't stop Mozenrath. If he wanted to find out what he
needed to, he'd spy on Hikaru whenever he felt like it. She was
to be his, anyway.
Instinctively, Mozenrath blasted Xerxes, who was watching the
Princess, too, and drooling. "Go do something useful!" the
sorcerer snapped.
Xerxes flew off.
"I was so close, last time," Mozenrath said. "Next time, I
will have her forever...and now that I have an idea of how
strong Hikaru's will is, I'll have her under my control in no
time!" Mozenrath laughed. "But I need to come up with a new
plan!" Mozenrath thought for a minute, going over, in his mind,
his prior attempts to capture the Princess. HE thought back to
Abis Mal. "HE was a moron," Mozenrath said. "If I hire someone,
I have to be more careful about my choice."
Xerxes flew back into the room, and dropped a book into his
boss's hands. Mozenrath quickly skimmed the pages.
"Excellent, Xerxes!" Mozenrath said, "I've found the perfect
spell! It will point directly to the most suitable person to
capture Hikaru."
Mozenrath recited the spell, and as he did so, a profile
appeared on the page.
"Ryoko," he said. "19, citizen of SAireg. Has an undying love
for money. It says here that she's kidnapped, killed and been
the mastermind behind a few crime sprees, because someone paid
her enough. It also says she likes to gamble and drink sake. She
might be perfect, if she can hold her liquer."

Meanwhile, in Saireg, Ryoko sat at a table in the Tenchi Inn.
"Yo, waitress!" she shouted to Mihoshi, "get me another sake!
The night's still young, and I'm feelin lucky!"
"Um," Mihoshi said, "I think you've had enough. Kiyone told
me not to let you get too drunk tonight, and well, you kinda
trashed the place last time and..."
"Blah blah blah..." Ryoko said, "Are you my mother, or my
waitress! Go get me that sake!"
Just then, a woman with purple hair came up to the two.
"Mihoshi, that table over there is waiting to order," she said,
"Go see what you can do about it. I'll deal with Ryoko."
"Ok, Ayeka," Mihoshi said, "thanks!" The blonde waitress
rushed off to wait on other customers.
"What's the big idea!" Ryoko demanded. "I'm tryin' to get
some service over here, and..."
"We are only obligated to serve customers who pay their
bill!" Ayeaka said. "And you haven't paid your tab since...well,
since the Seiryuu duel!"
"But see, that's not my fault!" Ryoko protested. "It was that
big dumb sorcerer's fault! IF he would fight better..."
"The way I see it," Ayeka interrupted, "it was your own
fault! Nobody in their right mind would put so much at stake!
Not that I approve of gambling, but if you're going to do it, at
least count on losing, so that you still have money left over!"
"Don't read me a sermon, Ayeka," Ryoko said, disgusted. "You
think you're so high and mighty, just because you're married to
Tenchi! He was supposed to be mine! You stole him from me!"
"Oh, grow up!" Ayeka said.
"Oh, grow up," Ryoko mocked.
"You have exactly three seconds to get out of my restaurant!"
Ayeka said. "Otherwise, you can be escorted out."
"Ok, fine!" Ryoko said, "but I'll never come back!"
"Fine with me!"
Ryoko started off. "Your food is lousy, anyway!" she called
over her shoulder.

LAter, Ryoko walked down the street, and ducked in an alley
to have a smoke.
"Stupid Ayeka," she said to herself. "Stupid prissy
thinks-she-knows everything! She acts like she's royalty or
something!" Ryoko took a drag off her cigarette. "I'll show
them," she said. "My luck may be down now, but I'll get back on
a winning streak again!"
"And just how are you gonna do that?" said a mocking voice,
"blow smoke rings at everybody and hope they pay you for it?"
"Who said that!" Ryoko jumped up, ready to fight. "I'm
warning you, I know all the martial arts!"
"Relax," Mozenrath said, stepping out of the shadows. "I
think I can help you with your financial problems."
"You!" Ryoko didn't back down. "It's your fault I'm broke!
Beaten by the Pied Piper! And you dare to show yourself in
public again!" Ryoko made ready to punch Mozenrath.
"I wouldn't do that, if I were you," he said. "I'm here to
help you. If you pick a fight with me, I may just change my mind
and go home."
"How can YOU help me?" Ryoko asked.
"Word has it you're broke," Mozenrath said. "I can help you
get back on your feet."
"Really..." Ryoko said. "And why would you want to help me?"
"It's not whether I want to or not," Mozenrath said, "but I
have a job for you, and I'm willing to pay a large sum of
money."
"What kind of job?" Ryoko asked.
"Ever kidnap anyone before?"
"A few times," Ryoko said. "But I can't go into detail about
that."
"I'll give you 30 thousand gold pieces to kidnap a Princess
for me," Mozenrath said.
"That's an awful lot of money," Ryoko said. "You must really
want this princess."
"Let's just say she has some rare and special qualities,"
Mozenrath said. "Her name is Hikaru, and she is the High
Princess of the Five Kingdoms." HE used his magic to produce a
hologram of Princess Hikaru. "She is staying at the palace in
Agrabah, now."
Ryoko looked at the hologram. "Hey," she said, "I've seen her
before! Wasn't she..."
"Yes," Mozenrath said, knowing what Ryoko was about to say.
"And I will have her...whatever it takes!"
Ryoko smiled. Princesses were usually vapid little prisses
who spent more time on their hair than anything else. And this
Princess Hikaru had a lot of hair to spend time on. "I'll get
you your princess," Ryoko said. "For 30 thousand gold pieces,
I'll kill her, too."
"No!" Mozenrath shouted.
"You don't want to kill her?" Ryoko asked.
"I need her alive. Kill her, and the deal is off!"
"Ok," Ryoko said, "Gocha. Bring Princess. Don't kill. It's a
deal!"
"I'll give you a few magic items to help you along,"
Mozenrath said, extracting several different items.
"Dude," Ryoko said, "I know martial arts! I've gone up
against the toughest guards. I can outrun just about anything. I
don't need magic!"
"Take them!" Mozenrath commanded, "For this job, you might
need them!"
Reluctantly, Ryoko took the magic items. "I guess it's good
to have an insurance plan," she smiled.

Kiyone walked down a street, on her way to work. She had
agreed to switch shifts with another one of the hostesses,
because the other girl had a wedding to go to tonight. So,
Kiyone would be working the night shift.
Kiyone stopped, when she heard voices in a side alley. She
stepped a bit closer and gasped. Ryoko was conspiring with the
wizard who had lost to Prince Koutoku. Kiyone knew that the two
conspiring together was definately bad news, so she ducked out
of sight to listen.
"I'll go to Agrabah and bring Princess Hikaru to you, as soon
as possible," Ryoko was saying.
"We can't have that," Kiyone whispered to herself.
After the two had gone, Kiyone ran, as quick as lightning to
the Tenchi Inn to find Mihoshi to tell her roommate that they
were going on a trip.

Hikaru sat in the garden with Jasmine, Aladdin and Mamoru.
Rajah was sitting beside Hikaru, as she stroked the tiger's fur.
"Tigers are so kawaii!" Hikaru said.
"He isn't if anyone threatens Jasmine," Aladdin said.
"That's because Jasmine is good to him, and he's not going to
let anyone hurt her."
"Do you have tigers back home?" Jasmine asked Hikaru.
"Yes," Hikaru said, "the ones that are actually in the Five
Kingdoms are as good as Rajah, but the ones in that scary forest
outside the Five Kingdoms are evil."
"Do the tigers talk?" Jasmine asked.
"Certainly," Hikaru said. "Most of the animals back home
talk. I wish Rajah could talk."
Rajah purred contently as Hikaru massaged him.
"Rajah certainly seems to get along with you," Jasmine said.
"Hikaru does have a way with all animals," Mamoru said.
Just then, Rasoul came out to the garden.
"Your Highness," he said to Jasmine, bowing slightly.
"There's a couple of ladies here to see you and Aladdin. They
say they are from Saireg."
"Saireg..." Hikaru repeated. "That's on the outskirts of
Kutou. Is one of them Lina-san?"
"No," Rasul said, "they said their names were Mihoshi and
Kiyone."
"We'll be right there," Jasmine said.

Jasmine and Aladdin met Kiyone and Mihoshi in a sitting room,
where the two travelers were given a snack and something to
drink, to relieve themselves after their long trip.
"This isn't a casual visit, is it?" Jasmine asked, seeing the
look on Kiyone's face.
"I'm afraid not," Kiyone said. "Mihoshi! Would you please be
serious for five minutes?"
Mihoshi had spotted a chess board nearby, and was pretending
she was two people, playing chess, and inventing dialogue
between the chess pieces.
"Oops," Mihoshi said, "sorry." She sat back in her seat.
"We traveled here as fast as we could," Kiyone explained. "I
overheard something that I felt needed to be brought to your
immediate attention. I think Hikaru might be in danger."
"What do you mean?" Jasmine asked.
"That sorcerer that was in the duel not too long ago has
recruited an acquaintance of mine to capture Hikaru."
Jasmine and Aladdin exchanged a look.
"And Ryoko is bad news." Kiyone continued.
"Ryoko?" Aladdin said. "Moeagaru was not too happy with her."
"YEs," Jasmine agreed. "I might have had to say something if
I saw her betting on the bad guy."
"Ryoko's number one concern is herself and money. She doesn't
care who she hurts, as long as someone's paying her enough to do
it. And Mozenrath offered her a large enough amount. No doubt
Ryoko will stop at nothing to get the job done. I'm not going to
get into what she's done in the past, but trust me, Ryoko is no
laughing matter. She is dangerous and ruthless."

"Thank you so much for the warning." Jasmine said.

"Would you two like to stay a couple of nights?" Aladdin
offered. "You traveled so far, and we have plenty of room."

"Ooo a sleep over!" Mihoshi clapped.

"We would like that, thank you." Kiyone replied. Then she
turned her eyes to Mihoshi, shooting daggers at her for her
behavior.

"What?" Mihoshi asked, looking innocent.

"I'm glad we all know what Ryoko looks like." Jasmine thought
a loud. "She will want to finish her job, but it's our job to
keep her out."

"I think Mozenrath must be getting desperate...to hire help
and all." Aladdin commented.

"He passed desperate. He is obsessed!" Jasmine shook her head.
She turned to their guests. "Let me show you to your rooms."

It was almost time for Hikaru's sword practice, so Aladdin
started off to find her. He stopped after a few steps. Hikaru
wasn't progressing as well as she should when it came to sword
fighting. Aladdin knew it was because she only had him to
practice with, and the last thing she wanted was to hurt him. He
needed a way to really test Hikaru's skill without her being in
danger. Aladdin looked up as Hikari flew by. Seeing her gave him
an idea. "Hikari!" He called.


After telling Hikari his plan the fairy agreed to help. "That
girl will need those sword skills someday." She said. The two
quickly went upstairs. Jasmine had just come out of one of the
guest rooms when they found her. Aladdin glanced up and down the
hall then whispered his idea to his wife.

"You want to what!?" Jasmine's eyebrows shot up.

"Trust me, Jasmine." Aladdin winked.

"I always do..." Jasmine replied.

****************************

Outside Hikaru had gotten her sword ready. She was swinging it
around playfully wondering where Aladdin was. He was never
late...if anyone was it was her.

"Hikaru!" Jasmine cried running out into the garden.

"What's wrong?" Hikaru stood up straight seeing the fear in
Jasmine's eyes.

"Mozenrath is here! He has a weapon this time. Hikaru, can you
fight him?"

"Of course." Hikaru automatically replied. Just then Mozenrath
marched out of the Palace's back door and down the steps. He was
holding a large sword.

"Ahh Hikaru, just who I was looking for." He said when he saw
her. Jasmine took off, getting out of the line of fire. She
stood with Rajah near the back door. Hikaru glanced from Jasmine
to Mozenrath, hoping the sorcerer wouldn't think to zap Jasmine.
She redrew her sword, ready to fight him.

Mozenrath laughed at her, "Give me your best shot little
Princess." Hikaru charged at him, but he was faster than she
expected. His sword met hers in the air, stopping her blow.
Undaunted Hikaru kept swinging.

"No matter what technique you use, I'll NEVER go with you!"
She yelled, taking a swipe at him.

"It isn't about the technique, it's about the outcome." He
replied, blocking her again. Mozenrath tried to knock her sword
from her hands but Hikaru held on. She pulled back then used the
element of surprise to swing her sword. It cut the wizard in the
side. One of his hands automatically flew to his injury

From the steps Jasmine gasped then clamped a hand over her
mouth. Mozenrath glared up at her. "Princess, perhaps your
delicate eyes aren't meant to see such carnage." He spat through
teeth gritted in pain.

Jasmine frowned but did whirl around and retreat into the
Palace.

"Don't want her to see you fail, huh?" Hikaru mocked.

"No, it seems she can't handle the sight of blood." He
explained, still clutching his wound. "She'll see plenty later,
after I defeat you here." He took a hard swing at Hikaru, and it
would have hit her too if he hadn't stopped just in time. Hikaru
gave him a confused look, but he said nothing.

He retracted his sword for another swing and she blocked him. As
Mozenrath swung again Hikaru beat him to it, moving her sword
straight out to stab into his shoulder.

"Arg!" He yelled, dropping to his knees, but only for a
moment. He was back up quickly and ready to keep striking.

"I think that's enough!" Hikari announced, flying out of a
window.

"Yes, I don't think I can stand anymore." Jasmine agreed as
she reappeared and made her way back down the steps.

"What? What do you mean?" Hikaru demanded, gesturing at the
enemy. "This isn't over."

"Yes it is." Hikari said with full authority.

"You have learned a lot. I'm glad to see that." The hurt
sorcerer commented. He sounded strained from the loss of blood.
Jasmine came over with rags to put on the wounds.

Hikaru's mouth dropped open. "What is going on?"

Mozenrath tossed a familiar pen up to Hikari and then changed
back into Aladdin, right before Hikaru's shocked eyes.
"Aladdin, you..." Hikaru started. A part of her wanted to ring
Aladdin's neck, but at the same time, she knew why he had pulled
such a trick. "You could have gotten yourself killed!" she said,
rushing to him to heal his wound.
"Hey, you had to learn somehow," Aladdin said.
"But..." Hikaru began.
"Hikaru," Hikari said. "You have a lot of potential. The
trouble is, you will only show it in a real fight. We had to do
something."
"Aladdin," Hikaru said, "you'd risk getting injured for me?"
She turned to Jasmine. "How are you holding up?" she asked.
"Ok, now that you healed him," Jasmine replied. "I almost
lost it earlier."
"And that's why I sent you away," Aladdin said.
"You were awfully convincing," Hikaru laughed, "I'm gonna
have to wonder about you."
"I've fought him enough to know what he would do," Aladdin
protested.
"I'm...a...fairy!" the group heard from inside. They all
rushed in, where they saw Primera, Rasoul and Mihoshi.
"But she's an awfully cute Sprite!" Rasoul said, in Mihoshi's
voice.
"Rasoul-san?" Hikaru asked. "Why are you..."
"I'm over here," Mihoshi said, in Rasoul's voice. "That no
good Sprite..."
"They did it again!" Primera cried. "First, Mihoshi commented
on what a cute 'sprite' I am, and then Rasoul had to agree that
yes, I do resemble a Sprite! If they're gonna share a brain,
they might as well switch bodies!"
"Primera," Jasmine said, "Nothing against Mihoshi, but I
don't think she'd make a very good captain of the guard."
"But the other guards say..."
"Change them back!" Hikari scolded. "We won't have anymore of
this nonsense today!"
Primera changed the two back saying, "You just wait until
tomorrow."

Later that evening, Hikaru went into the library to study her
math. She was getting B's, now, but with a lot of work and
effort. Why couldn't she be a genious like Hanako? Algebra
problems seemed so easy for HER.
After about an hour of x's, Y's and square roots, Hikaru grew
exhausted and laid her head down on the table.

Ryoko sat, just outside the window, waiting for her
oportunity. She searched among the items Mozenrath had given
her. She was now glad she had taken them. Getting inside the
palace walls unseen was no easy task.
Pulling out a pair of bracelets, she slipped them on her
wrists. These pretty little pieces of jewlery allowed a mortal
human to walk through any solid object.
Once inside the library, she advanced on the sleeping Hikaru.
"I hope you have that gold ready, Mozenrath," she said to
herself."

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru skipped merily through the land of goodies. Cakes,
pies, ice cream, candy and fresh fruit were everywhere!
"Now, I can eat to my heart's content!" she smiled happily.
"O, delicious food! I command you! Into my stomach!"
Hikaru began devouring the lovely spread. But, when she
picked up a cake, a pair of hands came down and tried to grab it
from her.
***End Dream Sequence***

Ryoko reached for Hikaru. Mozenrath said the girl slept like
a rock, so Ryoko didn't waste any time.
Suddenly, Hikaru jumped up. "Give me back my food!" she
screamed. She grabbed a chair, and swung it, clobbering Ryoko
and knocking her down. "Oh...I'm sorry...I guess I must..." She
looked at her company. "I've seen you before! What're you..."
Ryoko got to her feet. "Clever tactic, Princess," she said.
"But I'm afraid I'm not that easily beaten. Now, you must
understand. We never officially met before, so I don't have
anything against you. But you see, I'm being paid a butt load of
money to capture you. Come with me peacefully, and I won't have
to hurt you."
"Um," Hikaru said, thinking of the two she suspected would
stoop so low. "I think I'll pass." She hurried for the door, but
Ryoko did a flip in the air, landing in front of her.
"So, ya wanna play rough..." she said. "I wouldn't mess with
me, Princess. I might have to cut that pretty face of yours."
Hikaru had to act quick. She reached down, and brought out
her pink distress crystal. "Crystal Twinkle Yell!" she called. A
pink light shot out of the crystal, and a strange alarm sounded.

"Give me back my food!" Aladdin had been walking down a hallway
near the library when he heard Hikaru's scream.

"Who would be stealing her food? And...why does she have food
in the library?" He wondered. He kept on walking, assuming Iago
was involved. Down the hall Jasmine was coming from the kitchen.
She had just fed Rajah.

"Did I hear a scream?" She asked when she got close enough to
Aladdin.

"It was Hikaru." Aladdin told her. "Something about food."

"Ooh." Jasmine smirked. "Where are the other girls?"

"Moeagaru and Hanako are upstairs, Kaze's with Yusuke and I
think Umi's out by the fountain." Just as Aladdin finished his
sentence the now familiar distress call of Hikaru's rang out.
Aladdin and Jasmine ran to the library, practically sliding
through the door on the slick floor.

"Ryoko!" Aladdin yelled, actually startling the girl. She was
inches away from Hikaru and still trying to grab her. Jasmine
lunged forward in the second Ryoko was distracted. She wanted to
get her as far away from Hikaru as possible. But Ryoko saw her
in time and shoved her back.

"Back off, girlie, this doesn't concern you." Ryoko told
Jasmine.

"We know why you're here, and Hikaru's well-being does concern
me!" Jasmine shot back.

"Hikaru is worth thousands in gold pieces, and I'm ready to
cash in. Now, I'm not one to attack prissy primped-up
princesses, unless I'm getting paid to. As it is, I don't want
to waste my time with you, so step aside and let me do my job."
Ryoko advanced on Hikaru again. Hikaru instinctively took a step
back.

"We can't let you do that." Aladdin stated, stepping closer to
Ryoko.

"Sorry, but you don't have a say in the matter. This is your
last chance..."

"Prissy?" Jasmine spat, finally getting a word in. She was
getting more angry by the second.

"Sure," Ryoko said calmly, "I know your kind. Spend more time on
your hair than anything else. You better leave, before you chip
a nail."

"I'll show you my kind." Jasmine said in an icy tone.

"Uh, Jas..." Aladdin started. Jasmine held up a hand for
silence. She stepped over to the smug Ryoko and slapped her
sharply across the face.

"Whoa..." Hikaru whispered. "I've never seen her so mad." She
took the opportunity to ease over by Aladdin.

"So, that's your game," Ryoko said, putting a hand to her
stinging cheek. Taking out a whip, she swung it at Jasmine,
knocking the Princess to the ground. Jasmine reached out and
grabbed Ryoko's legs, forcing her to the ground as well.

"Not all Princesses are 'prissy' or dainty." Jasmine
practically growled. "I intend to make sure you remember that!"


Aladdin hurried Hikaru out of the room. "Genie!" He called. In a
flash Genie appeared in front of them. "Get her to safety."
Genie took Hikaru's hand and then they both disappeared. Aladdin
was about to go back in for Jasmine when Rasoul rushed up.

"I'll handle it." Rasoul insisted.


Inside the library Ryoko reached for Jasmine's throat. "And I
intend to make you remember what happens to busy bodies who
can't stay out of my way."

Jasmine coughed as the girl's hands tightened around her neck.
She swung her leg and got Ryoko right in the stomach. The force
knocked her off of Jasmine. Before Jasmine could even get up
Rasoul burst in. "Princess Jasmine? Are you all right?"

Jasmine rubbed her throat and pointed to Ryoko. "Get her." She
ordered.

Rasoul caught Ryoko and held tight. She'd see what happened to
troublemakers who disrupted the palace.

"Hey! Watch where you put your hands!" Ryoko said. "I am a
woman, afterall!"

Rasoul reddened slightly, and adjusted his grip on Ryoko. Ryoko
used this as an opportunity of escape. Kicking Rasoul in the
shin, and doing an acrobatic flip to the window, she said,
"Stupid guard! Fell for the oldest trick in the book!"

"Rasoul!" Jasmine yelled. She couldn't believe his
incompetence. She started to run after Ryoko, but the sneak was
already out the window with a head start.

"I-I'm sorry your Highness." He bumbled.

"Where did she go?" Aladdin asked as he reentered the library.

"She got away." Jasmine grumbled. "Probably went back to
Mozenrath."

*********************

In fact Ryoko had gotten out of Agrabah, just not far beyond it.
She sat in a dark alley just outside the city. She had to come
up with a new strategy before she returned to the palace. Now,
the young delinquent was more determined than ever. One thing
she hated was not accomplishing a task she set out to do. "You
haven't heard the last of me," she said, lighting a cigarette.
"The deuce! I really could use some sake, right about now."

"Haven't you heard, smoking can kill you." Mozenrath said
evenly as he appeared beside Ryoko.

"Who asked you?" Ryoko was in no mood for a lecture on
smoking.

"Just common knowledge. So... you failed?" Mozenrath looked
down at her.

"No," Ryoko said, defensively. "I did not FAIL. Minor setback.
And I have you to blame for that!"

"Me?" Mozenrath chuckled. "How is that?"

"You said Hikaru slept like a rock. She fell asleep studying
in the library. Now, because I trusted your word...I mean,
you're the one who wants the vapid airhead anyway, DUH...I used
that opportunity! Little tramp screamed something about food and
clobbered me with a chair! Then all perdition broke loose! I
swear, those medalsom busy bodies will drive any girl to drink!"

"Yes, they are an annoyance. Why do you think I hired you? I
gave you magic enough to deal with them, you should have no
complaints."

"Well, Mozenrath," Ryoko said sarcastically, flicking her
cigarette butt away, "if they shouldn't be a problem for ME with
the magic you supplied, then why DID you hire me?"

"You said you could get the job done. Enough said." Mozenrath
stated. This girl was starting to irritate him. She'd better be
as good as he'd heard.

"Oh, I'm sorry," Ryoko was feeling very moody and sarcastic.
"I know it's been all of a day since you've hired me. If you're
that desperate, just find a lightskirt to occupy yourself. They
don't cost as much." Ryoko took out another cigarette. Now this
sorcerer was getting on her nerves. Who did he think he was,
anyway? She, Ryoko, was the best person to do the job. If he
wasn't careful, she'd just leave him to do his own work.

Mozenrath grabbed Ryoko by the collar, lifting her off the
ground. "If all I wanted was that I wouldn't have a problem." He
hissed. "Hikaru is powerful, she is what I want. And if you want
your money you'll do the job right."

Ryoko was startled, but not much. "How predictable," she said.
"Ok, Mozenrath, within 48 hours, you'll have your princess, and
we can pretend we never met."

"Good." He almost smiled, setting her down. With a wave of his
hand he disappeared.

************************

Back in Agrabah Genie had brought Hikaru back, once he was sure
the danger was gone. Hikaru ran to hug Aladdin and Jasmine.

"Are you all right?" She asked, looking Jasmine over.

"I'm fine." Jasmine assured her. She had a few bruises but
nothing serious.

"I didn't know you had it in you." Hikaru gave Jasmine a
smile.

"When she gets mad..." Aladdin started. Jasmine cleared her
throat and gave her husband a pointed look. "Well....uh....she
can sure take care of herself." He said switching gears.

"At least you're safe, that's what matters." Jasmine told
Hikaru.
"Well," Hikaru said, picking up her math book, "I guess that's
my cue to put the math away and go to bed."
Aladdin and Jasmine laughed.
"I think I know who hired her," Hikaru said, changing the
subject back to Ryoko. "It's pretty obvious. There are only two
people I know of, who are that obsessed with me, and one of
them, I don't think has the means to hire a kidnapper...or the
brains for that matter." Hikaru laughed a bit nervously.
"You're right," Aladdin said, "Mihoshi and Kiyone gave us the
heads-up today before Ryoko even showed up."
"The two new visitors?" asked Hikaru, who had only seen
Mihoshi and Kiyone once before.
"Yes," Jasmine replied, "apparently Ryoko has a history..."
"When will Mozenrath give up!" Hikaru exclaimed. "I was safer
when it was just Kiba-Okami after me!"
"Mozenrath is persistant," Genie said. "He's captured me at
least twice. Maybe three times."
"But we always defeated him," Aladdin said, "and we'll
protect you, as well."
"Thank you," Hikaru said.
"For now," Jasmine said, "I think it would be best if you..."
"Stayed inside the palace walls at all times," Hikaru
finished. She walked over to a shelf and picked up 'The
Adventuress'. "If you didn't have such a good collection of
these romances, I might have to protest."
"I thought you were going to bed," Genie said.
"I will," Hikaru said, "but I think I'll lose myself in a
romance novel first. I haven't read this book before."

Later, Aladdin walked down the hall. Hikaru was either
reading, or sleeping.
"Aladdin!" Yusuke caught up to Aladdin.
"Yusuke," Aladdin greeted the prince.
"I heard about what happened in the library," Yusuke said.
"Thank you for stopping that woman."
"Jasmine was the one that fought her off," Aladdin smiled.
"I heard," Yusuke said, "remind me not to tick her off."
The two chuckled.
"You got her out of there," Yusuke continued. "And I have
noticed how protective you are of her. She speaks highly of you,
and says you really have come through for her on several
occasions. I've seen some of that first-hand."
"Hikaru's a very special girl," Aladdin said.
"Don't I know it," Yusuke said.
"I never had a real family, at least not until I married
Jasmine and became a father. Hikaru is like a little sister. I
hope you know how lucky you are to be related to her."
"Hikaru is very important to me," Yusuke said. "You don't
know how much it means to me that you are protective of her. It
gives me piece of mind when I can't be here."
"I'll continue to do my best by her," Aladdin said. "There
are a lot of people who love and depend on her."
"Hikaru's safe in her bed," Jasmine said. She, Kaze and
Moeagaru came to join Aladdin and Yusuke.
"She fell asleep reading," Kaze laughed.
"I heard you kicked some massive butt," Yusuke said to
Jasmine. "Guess Ryoko won't underestimate a princess again."
"I hate that two-bit..." Moeagaru began, but saw the look
Jasmine was casting her. "Well, she has a lot of nerve!
'Princesses are prisses! I'm a stupid chain smoker with too much
gambling debt, so I know everything!' She better not cross my
path again. I'll do more than just slap her next time."
"Hopefully, there won't be a next time," Kaze said.
"Yes," Yusuke said, "we've got to protect Hikaru as much as
possible."
"I'll tell the guards to be on the look-out," Jasmine said.
"If they so much as see Ryoko, they are to arrest her."
"I heard that Rasoul is a pervert," Kaze said.
"He wasn't even touching anywhere inappropriate," Jasmine
said, rolling her eyes. "We won't speak of that anymore. I have
dealt with Rasoul."

The next day, Hikaru sat out in the garden reading "The
Adventuress." It was a story about a gentlewoman who was
traveling with her uncle. The two were staying at 67 Clarges
Street, and it turned out that the woman was in reality, an ex
chambermaid, and the uncle, an ex butler. Their master had
passed away, and left the butler with a decent sum of money. In
a sense, the chambermaid reminded Hikaru of Aladdin. Afterall,
the girl in the story would fall in love, and marry someone with
a title and fortune. Aladdin was once a street rat, but he found
love with Princess Jasmine, and was living quite comfortably.
Would Aladdin read this book? Nah, Hikaru just couldn't picture
Aladdin getting into romance books. She laughed to herself. She
would dare him to read it later.
Hikaru heard a sound from the bushes, and turned sharply.
"Ryoko..." she gasped, as the girl emerged.
"I like to think I've never failed at anything," Ryoko said
evenly. "I like to think that when I have a job to do, I get it
done." Ryoko approached Hikaru.
Hikaru pulled out her distress crystal. "Crystal twinkle..."
Ryoko cracked her whip, hitting Hikaru's hand and causing her
to drop the crystal. "Not this time, Princess," Ryoko said.
"This time, your friends won't come to save you!" Ryoko stepped
closer.
"I didn't want to have to resort to this," Hikaru said,
"because I hate having to use magic attacks on mortals. But, I
think you can handle it. Love and beauty shock!" Hikaru sent out
a cascade of hearts and rainbows, shocking Ryoko, then ran
toward the door that lead inside.
"Apparently, I've underestimated princesses," Ryoko said, as
she advanced on Hikaru, swinging her whip, and tripping the
girl. "Now..." she said, approaching, "You're going to
cooperate..."
"I know who you are working for," Hikaru said, "and I'll
fight to the end before I go peacefully!" Hikaru jumped up, did
a flip and landed neatly on her feet. "Super kick!" she shouted,
kicking Ryoko across the garden.
Ryoko cursed. Then, fishing around in her pocket, she brought
out a small rock, and threw it at the Princess. The rock
exploded, releasing knock-out gas. Hikaru fell to the ground.

Mamoru arrived at the palace, just twenty minutes earlier.
"I think Hikaru's out reading," JAsmine said. "I'd really
like her to come in, though. With all that's going on..."
"More threats?" Mamoru asked, concerned.
"Mozenrath has hired someone by the name of Ryoko to capture
Hikaru. From what Mihoshi and Kiyone said, Ryoko is bad news."
Suddenly, the two heard a lot of commotion from the garden.
Instinctively, they ran to see what the trouble was.
From the other direction, came Aladdin, Moeagaru, Kiyone,
Mihoshi, Umi, Kaze, Hanako and Yusuke.

When the group arrived at the scene, Hikaru was on the
ground, out cold and Ryoko was approaching.
"Stop right there!" Moeagaru shouted. She was full of rage.
"Well, well well..." Ryoko said, "if it isn't the
fiery-tempered red-haired Lina carbon copy!"
"I'll show you fire!" Moeagaru shouted, as she released a
series of fireballs at Ryoko.
A couple of them hit, but then Ryoko moved fast to dodge them.
"You'll have to do better than that," Ryoko said, edging closer
to Hikaru.
Suddenly, a whip sailed past, hitting Ryoko smartly across
the face, and knocking her back.
"I don't normally hit girls," Mamoru said, "but I'm willing
to make an exception for anyone who is a threat to Hikaru."
At this point, Jasmine motioned for Aladdin and Yusuke to get
Hikaru to safety.
"You're finished, Ryoko!" Kiyone said, with venom in her
voice. "You've caused trouble for the last time."
Ryoko got an idea. "I guess you're right, Kiyone," she said.
"I've never fought anyone like Princess JAsmine, or that Lina
Inverse look-alike..."
"The name's Moeagaru!" Moeagaru snapped.
"Whatever," Ryoko said. "I'm quitting this job. I give up."
"Awww," Mihoshi said, "don't give up!"
"Mihoshi!" Kiyone snapped.
"Well, it's sad when people just give up!" Mihoshi protested.
"Who's side is she on?" Umi whispered to Kaze.
"No," Ryoko said, "I'm done. Take me to the dungeon, or
wherever...I've had enough."
"With pleasure," Rasoul said, coming out to the garden. He
took the dejected Ryoko by both arms, and lead her away.

A couple hours later, Hikaru awoke in her bed. Mamoru,
Yusuke, Kaze, Moeagaru and Jasmine waited anxiously.
"Oh, thank goodness I'm in my own bed," Hikaru said. "I tried
to fight her off myself...she knocked the distress crystal out
of my hand, so I had to use my own skills..."
"You did quite well," Jasmine said. "Thanks to you using your
fighting abilities, we were able to get to you in time. As for
Ryoko, she's in the dungeon now. Rasoul just checked on her."
"She hasn't even tried to escape," Yusuke said.
"I wouldn't breathe a sigh of relief just yet," came Kiyone's
voice. "This could be another one of Ryoko's tricks. Kiyone
walked into the room. "I'd be prepared for anything."
"I didn't trust her completely, either," Jasmine admitted.
"So, Rasoul will be checking up on her every half-hour."

In the palace dungeon, Ryoko all but laughed out loud.
"What's funny is what I'm gonna do to you for not getting the
job done," Mozenrath said, as he appeared.
"For someone who claims to be the most powerful sorcerer of
our age," Ryoko said, "you sure are naive."
"What are you talking about!" Mozenrath demanded.
"You gave me sufficient enough magic to get out of here. That
dumb guard didn't think to search me. I could escape right now,
if I wanted to."
"So, why don't you!" Mozenrath shouted.
"Alittle louder," Ryoko said, "I don't think they heard you
in Sairou."
Mozenrath clenched his fists. "You are so irritating!" he
said, between gritted teeth.
"Yeah," Ryoko said, "but you need me, admit it. I have the
perfect plan for capturing your princess. By mid-morning
tomorrow, you will have her."
"We'll see," Mozenrath said, before disappearing.

The next morning, at about eight-thirty, Rasoul went to check
on Ryoko.
"So," Ryoko said, when he entered the dungeon, "did you think
I would escape?"
"I'm not gonna put anything past you, after that last trick
you pulled," Rasoul said.
"Not my fault you don't know human anatomy," Ryoko said.
"You won't be so cocky after your trial," Rasoul said.
"Breaking and entering, attempted kidnapping, and attempted
murder. Among other things. I'm going to enjoy seeing your head
on the chopping block."
Ryoko smiled. "That won't happen if you don't fix this chain
here that's about to break. You don't get many prisoners here,
do ya?"
"What!" Rasoul said angrily. "Those chains are in perfect
condition! I checked them myself!"
"That explains it," Ryoko said.
Rasoul advanced on Ryoko. "Listen here, you insolent
little..."
Ryoko used this oportunity to kick the guard where it hurt.
Then, quick as lightning, she pulled a hair pin from her
tresses, and picked the lock.
Rasoul was furious, but in too much pain to do anything.
"Awww," Ryoko said, "does it hurt? Here. Let me put you out
of your mysery." She pulled out another rock, like the one she
threw at Hikaru. Rasoul fell to the ground, unconsious.

Hikaru hurried to get ready for class. Hanako had come in
twenty minutes ago, to make sure she was up. Hikaru was
determined to be on time for once, today.
Hikaru ran a brush through her hair, putting it in the usual
style. Glancing at herself one last time in the mirror, she was
satisfied with her appearance, so she headed down to the
library.
When Hikaru started to open the door of her bedroom,
something slammed it again. She then felt someone's hand on her
shoulder.
Hikaru turned, to see Ryoko, who was removing a Cloak of
Invisibility. Looking around, Hikaru realized she wasn't in the
palace anymore.
"Princess," Mozenrath said, stepping forward, "glad you could
make it! Nice work, Ryoko!"
"Told you I always succeed," Ryoko said.
Hikaru was in shock. Not enough to pass out, but she was
speechless. Ryoko had acted so quickly.
Hikaru stepped back, away from the demented wizard.
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"Here's your payment." Mozenrath dropped a large sack of coins
into Ryoko's greedy hands. He had his doubts, but the girl did
get the job done.

"See ya!" Ryoko took her money and was out the door.

Mozenrath turned back to Hikaru. She was climbing up a wall to
get to one of the castle's high windows. Just as she pulled
herself up onto the window sill Mozenrath took action.

"I don't think so." He zapped her and she fell back. His magic
stopped her in the air just a couple of inches before she would
have hit the stone floor. "You can't get away that easily." He
told her. "This time everything has fallen into place. The
others probably don't even know you're gone yet. Once we get
moving no one will rescue you. Not Aladdin, not Mamoru....in
fact if they even try I'll kill them on sight."

"No..." Hikaru breathed, her eyes widening. How could this
maniac talk about killing as if it were just a casual game? The
rest of what he had said sunk in. "What do you mean get moving?
Where are we going?"

"Wouldn't you like to know?" Mozenrath laughed. "But I can't
chance you contacting anyone with that information." He zapped
up some chains around Hikaru, to make sure she didn't attempt to
escape again. "Aladdin and his band of flunkies are at the top
of my destroy list." He ranted. "What I'd give to see that
street rat dead... and I especially hate your wonderboy knight,
that flame haired lesbian and your meathead brother. They have
to be taken care of soon. Then you and I can live in peace." He
started pacing back and forth. "And I saw what Jasmine did to
Ryoko - tho she would never have admitted it to me. That
Princess has always had fight. Too much for her own good. I'll
take her out after I let her watch her husband die."

"You're sick." Hikaru snapped.

"I'm brilliant, there's a fine line." Mozenrath corrected.
Xerxes flew up beside the wizard, drooling as usual.

"The Manluks are ready, Master." He said.

"Very good. Time to go, Hikaru." With a snap of his fingers
Mozenrath transported them all to another location.

***********************
In Agrabah Genie was starting that morning's class. He looked
out at the Princesses and sighed. "Hikaru's late...again. Be
right back." He zapped himself upstairs to check on her. He
popped in right outside her door. "Hikaru!" He knocked loudly.
"This is the second time this week." He turned into an old lady
and knocked softer. "We'd like you to join us in the library,
dear."

Poofing back to himself he scratched his head. Hmm, no answer.
Maybe she was on her way to class. He zapped back to the library
and found Aladdin had joined the girls.

"Hey Genie." He greeted as his friend appeared beside him. "I
was on my way to my inner magic session with Hikari...thought
I'd stop by and see how things are going here first. I see
someone is missing."

"Yeah, our resident night owl." Genie nodded turning into an
owl for effect.

"I haven't seen her, but if I do I'll let ya know." Aladdin
waved to the other princesses before stepping out of the room.
Genie became himself again, but couldn't hide the worry in his
eyes.

"What's wrong?" Kaze asked.

"Oh nothing." Genie shrugged it off. He had a bad feeling but
didn't want to alarm anyone.


In the hallway Jasmine found Aladdin. "Have you seen--" She
started to ask.

"Nope." Aladdin replied.

"How did you know who I was asking about?" Jasmine wondered,
looking into Aladdin's eyes.

"Because no one can find her." He told her. "I mean, I'm sure
she's here somewhere..."

"We'd better have a look around." Jasmine decided. The two put
off their duties to search the Palace.

Mozenrath arrived with Hikaru, Xerxes and the manlucks in a
canyon somewhere in the Byakko quadrent of the world. Hikaru
knew it was Byakko, because, with Mamoru's help, she had become
quite the expert in telling the constelations from one another.
Sure, it was daytime, but she had looked down on the Earth when
she was out with Mamoru at night.
Mozenrath paced in front of Hikaru.
"Moeagaru's not even a lesbian," Hikaru said, in response to
Mozenrath's derogatory remark concerning the fire princess
earlier.
"She is," Mozenrath said, "I've seen the way she looks at
you."
"She has a boyfriend, moron. For all the spying you do, you'd
think you'd figure that out."
Mozenrath zapped Hikaru. "Why would I spy on her, when it's
you I want?"
"You shouldn't be spying on either of us!" Hikaru shouted.
"Xerxes, knock it off!"
Xerxes was staring at Hikaru's chest, and it was making the
princess uneasy.
Mozenrath turned, and zapped the eel. "Shouldn't you be on
the look-out?" he said. Then, turning back to Hikaru, he zapped
her. "Nice try, Princess," he said, for Hikaru had started to
connect with Aladdin.
"What!" Hikaru said innocently. "I don't even know where we
are."
"I can't be sure of that," Mozenrath said, "I know you know a
lot more than you let on."
"I do not," Hikaru denied. "You made that up." How could
Mozenrath know her thoughts!
"It shows in your eyes," Mozenrath said. "Like when you tried
that math problem before. You didn't know the answer. But when
you said you don't know where we are, I could tell you are
hiding something."
"I seriously have never been here," Hikaru said truthfully.
"And furthermore, YOU have no right to look at me!"
"I own you, Princess," Mozenrath laughed, coming closer.
"Oh, don't start THAT again," Hikaru groaned. "Hey! Leave my
hair alone!" Mozenrath was stroking her hair. "What is it with
evil villians and my hair, anyway! Does it have some sort of
power I don't know about?"

Back in Agrabah, everybody gathered together after an
exhausting search for Hikaru.
Rasoul came running into the room. "Your Highness!" he said,
out of breath. "Ryoko's escaped!"
"But she was in the dungeon all night," Jasmine said. "Why
would she..."
"That's Ryoko for you," Kiyone said. "I had my doubts when
she gave up so easily. It just wasn't like her."
"Which is why Rasoul kept constant watch over her," Jasmine
said, giving the guard a look. "What happened in there?" she
demanded.
Rasoul explained how Ryoko had tricked him, and then thrown
some sort of exploding rock that knocked him out.
"You idiot!" Moeagaru shouted. "If you weren't so
pig-headed..."
"Moeagaru!" Hikari scolded.
"Well, he is so dumb!" Moeagaru seethed.
"To be fair," Kiyone said, "he couldn't have known that Ryoko
was such a conniving sneak."
"But he fell for her tricks twice!" Moeagaru protested.
"That may be true," Kiyone said, "but maybe he isn't used to
ruthless females. A large majority of the people Ryoko tricks
like that are male. Now, arguing about the competence of royal
guards isn't going to get Princess Hikaru back."
"She's right," Moeagaru sighed. "Let's go fry some sorcerer
butt."
"Kiyone," Jasmine asked the younger woman, "would you and
Mihoshi mind looking after Himeko? This rescue might be too
dangerous for the young moon princess."
Kiyone nodded.
"Ooh!" Mihoshi said, "we can play with dolls, and eat cake
and ice cream!"
Kiyone glared at Mihoshi. Why was she even worse of a space
cadet at all the wrong times?

The rest of the group headed to the Land of the Black Sand.
The place was eerily silent.
"He must've known we were onto him," Jasmine observed.
"Oh, great!" Iago shouted, "they could be anywhere! Are we
going to have to search the world again!"
Suddenly, Aladdin and Yusuke both stared straight ahead.
"Aladdin-san! Ani-chan!" they heard Hikaru's voice in their
heads.
"Hikaru!" Aladdin thought back. No response.
"Hikaru, are you there?" Yusuke tried. Still nothing.
"Mozenrath does know about her special powers," Aladdin
pointed out. "He probably caught her trying to use them."
"Now what," Iago demanded.
"I don't know..." Jasmine was out of ideas, and very worried.
"Lune Venus!" Moeagaru said. "She can help!"
"Yes, that's right!" Hikari said.
"How can the queen of the moon..." Aladdin began, then he
realized what the others were getting at.
"Oh, yeah!" Jasmine said, "If Mamoru's sister can't help us,
then nobody can."
"Would you guys mind speaking a language I can understand?"
Iago demanded.
"The earth and sky are divided up into four quadrents,"
Mamoru reminded the bird.
"Suzaku, Seiryuu, Byakko and Genbu," Genrou added.
"On the moon, and in the Five Kingdoms," Yusuke put in, "we
know where places are by what quadrent they are in. Kutou's in
Seiryuu, Konan's in Suzaku. Agrabah is also in Suzaku."
"The Five Kingdoms are centrally located," Hanako said.
"Ok, now that we've had our geography lesson..." Iago began.
Yusuke clamped his beak shut.
"Hikaru says that from the moon, you can see the entire
Earth," Jasmine said.
"My sister can even locate individual people if she needs
to," Mamoru said. "We can ask her. Hikari, you and I will go see
my sister."
"We'll go with you as far as the Five Kingdoms," Yusuke said,
"and we'll wait for you there."
"Why the Five Kingdoms?" Iago asked.
"It's the closest place to the moon from Earth," Genie
explained.
The group headed off.

Once in Cosmos, Hikari and Mamoru headed to the moon, while
the others waited at Hikaru's palace.
When Hikari and Mamoru arrived at the Lunar Palace, Queen
Lune Venus saw, right away, the worried looks on their faces.
"Something is wrong," she said, instead of asking about the
obvious.
"Mozenrath strikes again," Mamoru said. "He has Hikaru, and
since he knows about her telepathic abilities, he is keeping her
from contacting us.
Queen Lune Venus got out a sphere, which was decorated with
stars, and sectioned off into fourths. "With this, I can tell
you where Princess Hikaru is." She closed her eyes and
concintrated on the High Princess. One of the sections of the
sphere began glowing. "She's in the Byakko quadrent," Lune Venus
said. Talk to Suboru, Tokaki and Tatara. They are the wisest of
the Byakko constelations. They can pinpoint Hikaru's location.

Back in the desert canyon Mozenrath was very pleased with
himself. He had Hikaru, had found the perfect hideout and was
rid of that pesky Ryoko. He seriously doubted Hikaru's friends
could find her here, but even of they did, Mozenrath was
prepared with new weapons.

"We'll be together forever." Mozenrath smiled evilly. He had
taken a couple of steps away from Hikaru, but kept his eyes on
her. "You'll get used to it."

"You keep saying that...but it will never happen!" She yelled.

"Oh it will." Mozenrath replied simply. He certainly was
confident. He turned to his Manluks who were literally just
standing around doing nothing. "Spread out and guard the
entrances!" Mozenrath ordered. "You just can't get good help
these days." He grumbled.

He faced Hikaru, making sure she wasn't trying anything.

Hikaru was struggling against the chains. As she did her anger
grew. "I hope Yusuke breaks your neck, next time. I hope
Kiba-Okami gives you rabies. I hope Kaze uses her super tornado
on you, and you land in Australia." She shot at the sorcerer.

"No, the next time I face your brother I will win! And do you
really think I plan on getting within a hundred yards of wolf
boy?" Mozenrath sneered.

"You and 'wolf boy' fight like you're married, so who prefers
HIS own gender?"

"A proper princess shouldn't talk like that," Mozenrath said
mockingly.

"Who cares about being proper? I just want to do my job. And I
will not let someone like you stop me."

"You may not have a choice." Mozenrath said, advancing toward
her again.

***************************


"I know you can't respond." Aladdin focused his thoughts on
Hikaru, "But we will find you. We're in Cosmos getting help."
Satisfied that he got through Aladdin turned to his friends. "I
let her know help is on the way." He explained. They were
gathered in Hikaru's palace, awaiting Hikari and Mamoru's
return.

"How come we have ta wait here like a bunch of chumps?" Iago
demanded. He landed on a table with a golden vase on it. His
eyes lit up as he estimated it's worth.

"Because, we couldn't all go to the moon." Jasmine answered.
She was tired of the bird complaining every five minutes.

"Yeah, two is enough. They'll find out all we need to know."
Moeagaru added.

"Well what's takin' so long?" The parrot whined.

"Iago!" Everyone yelled.


****************************


Hikari and Mamoru headed straight to the castle in the sky,
where the Byakko constellations lived. It was daytime, so they
would be inside.

Quietly, the two approached the castle, where a Star Fairy was
keeping watch.

"Mamoru-san!" the Star Fairy greeted the Moonlight Knight.
"What brings you here in the middle of the day?"

"Hello, Jun-Jun," Mamoru greeted the Star Fairy. "I'm afraid
this isn't a social call. I need to speak to Suboru, Tokaki and
Tatara. It's urgent."

"The High Princess of the Five Kingdoms is missing," Hikari
added. "And she can't even use her mental powers to contact
anyone. Her captor won't have it."

"If anyone can help you, then the three wisest constellations
can." Jun-Jun said, leading the two into the castle. Suboru,
Tokaki and Tatara were in a meeting room, when Jun-Jun led
Mamoru and Hikari in.

"Jun-Jun! Mamoru! Hikari!" Suboru spoke up. She saw right away
that there was trouble.

"It's Princess Hikaru," Jun-Jun explained. "She's being held
captive against her will."

"We narrowed her location down to the Byakko quadrent," Mamoru
added.

"My brothers and I will pinpoint her location for you," Suboru
said, gesturing to Tokaki and Tatara. "Blonde, blue eyes,
princess of Cosmos, High Princess of the Five Kingdoms. I
remember you introducing me to her one of the times she went
with you to awaken us for the night."

Suboru and her two brothers formed a circle. Joining hands, they
all closed their eyes and concentrated on Princess Hikaru.
Within minutes, they were able to pinpoint Hikaru's location.

Suboru put her hands together, and then separated them,
revealing a map, which she gave to Mamoru. "This should lead you
straight to her," she said.

"Thank you so much," Hikari said.

"Yes," Mamoru said, "you have done more than enough."

"Anything for the younger brother of Queen Lune Venus," Suboru
said.

Hikari and Mamoru rushed back to the Five Kingdoms to meet the
rest of the group.


*************************

"We're almost there!" Mamoru announced, checking the map
again.

"I think I see something up ahead." Hanako spoke up.

"All I see is a giant canyon." Genie observed.

"Maybe they're in there." Aladdin said.

"It looks like they are." Mamoru replied. He showed the map to
Kaze, who was closest to him.

"Carpet, head down there!" Aladdin directed. He wasn't sure
what to expect this time. So far Mozenrath only seemed to grow
stronger with each attack. He silently hoped they were prepared
for whatever they found in the canyon.

"Do you always have to be so close?" Hikaru demanded.
"There's
this thing called personal space! I KNOW you've heard
of it."

"'Together Forever', it implies closeness,"
Mozenrath said
simply.

"'Obsessed psycho,'" Hikaru said, taking on the
same tone as
Mozenrath. "It implies 'You're delusional.'"

"Delusional would be your
boyfriend...Mamo...whatever..."

"Mamo-chan's a gentleman, and he'd do anything for
me! Plus,
he's a better kisser than you." Hikaru almost stuck
out her
tongue, but held back, realizing that could be taken
as
suggestive.

"That Mamoru is nothing but a wimp. He's
yesterday's news. I
know you liked it when I kissed you. You can't hide
that."

"Get away from her, you sadistic piece of garbage,"
came
Mamoru's voice.

"Mamo-chan..." Hikaru whispered. She looked up to
see her
friends had arrived.

Mozenrath whirled around and swore under his breath.
All of
Hikaru's friends were descending into the canyon from
the sky.
How had they found him? He had taken special measures
this
time. He started shooting out zaps of magic at them. But
the
goody-goody's dodged his blows. Time to pull out his
newest
creations. Hidden behind a boulder where the new weapons
Mozenrath had crafted.

The wizard grabbed one that shot out gas and started
firing.
Aladdin, still on Carpet, whizzed by to grab the weapon.
He did
knock it out of Mozenrath's hands. "I'll get you!" The
angry sorcerer
called out shaking a fist at Aladdin. He leaned down to
retrieve his
weapon. He aimed right at Aladdin, but he quickly ducked
out of it's
path. When Aladdin came back up he punched Mozenrath in
the jaw.

Aladdin was doing his best to distract Mozenrath, while
Jasmine and
Mamoru went to free Hikaru. But the chains proved to be
stronger
than ever. The sorcerer caught sight of them and shoved
Aladdin away.
He took aim and zapped them with electricity, sending both
flying away
from Hikaru. "Mamoru! Jasmine!" Hikaru cried, feeling
helpless. She was
happy to see that they both got up, shaken but otherwise
okay.

"Mozenrath!" Aladdin yelled, even though he was within
three feet. For
the first time since he'd been studying his new inner
magic, he felt very
capable of using it properly. He held out a steady hand and
with a yellow
bolt knocked Mozenrath right off his feet. Hikaru cheered
from her corner
of the canyon.

"Well done!" Hikari praised as she battled a Manluk.
Genie was beside
her taking out the gruesome creatures left and right. At
the moment he used
bowling balls.

Mozenrath stayed down a minute, just long enough to take in
what had hit
him. He hadn't seen that coming. When he got up a very mad
Moeagaru was
just a foot away. She started blasting him with her fire
and then used her whip.
"How dare you!" She screamed in his face.

"I do what I want." He answered blocking a fire ball. They
didn't do much
damage to him anymore anyway. "Did you forget little Lesbo,
that I have built
up resistance to your powers?"

"Little WHAT?" She cried. Her eyes looked as if they might
burst with pure
hatred. She resorted to kicking the wizard where the sun
didn't shine, which
brought him to his knees. Iago flew up to get a closer look.
Really he was in
the air to try and keep from being hit.

"Ooo that had to hurt!" He commented.

Jasmine was back at Hikaru's side, struggling with the
chains. She tried
shooting them with her amulet, but it wasn't enough. "I think
Mamo-Chan's
sword can cut them." Hikaru suggested. Jasmine nodded and
called out
to Mamoru.

Umi threw a Manluk's arm away from her. "Ick! So gross." She
moaned.
She then drop kicked another. Hanako was with her and kicked
the
downed Manluk. Kaze used her wind to strow their body parts
around so
that they couldn't be easily restored.

Aladdin returned to where Moeagaru was standing over
Mozenrath. He was
down, but far from out. He still had tricks up his sleeve.
Literally. He yanked
a tiny stone out of one sleeve and threw it at Moeagaru,
knocking her out cold.
Aladdin wasn't about to allow that, he tacked the wizard as he
was trying to rise.

"You will not win this time!" Mozenrath said in a very
determined tone. He
used his magic to get Aladdin off of him then shot the boy
with his knock out gas.

When Mozenrath looked up taking stock of the other meddlers
he saw Mamoru
cutting through Hikaru's chains. "No!" He yelled taking out
another powerful
weapon. This one shot a blast of electricity to stun and
enough force to move
200 pounds. He got Mamoru in the back, forcing him right into
one of the canyon's
stone walls, head first. His body fell backwards limply after
the impact.

"Mamoru!!" Hikaru screamed.

Mozenrath turned his head and saw Princess Jasmine running
for her
husband and decided to use his gas gun on her as well. She
coughed
and tried holding her breath. She made it to Aladdin, then
collapsed by
him, with her head falling on his stomach. "Aww...isn't
that....sickening."
Mozenrath laughed. The Manluks he had left helped him gather
and tie
up his enemies. He himself took the honor of zapping Genie,
Hikari and
Iago into chains.

Back at the palace, Himeko, Mihoshi, Kiyone, Jinsoku, Nyan
Nyan and the Sultan sat in the throne room.
"Kiyone," Mihoshi said, "do you think I should dye my hair?"
"What?" Kiyone asked. "Where did that come from?"
"Well, I was thinking of making my hair more gold, like
Hikaru's. Or, maybe pink...like that Sprite..."
"Fairy," Nyan Nyan said, irritated.
"Or, maybe even blue," Mihoshi continued, ignoring Nyan Nyan.
"I love the shade of Umi's hair."
"People are out risking their lives, and all you can think of
is your dumb hair!" Kiyone snapped.
"Well..." Mihoshi said.
"I hope they bring Hikaru back safely," Jinsoku said. He was
sitting in Himeko's lap, and she was massaging him behind his
ears.
"They say Mozenrath just keeps getting stronger," the Sultan
worried.
"Don't worry," Himeko spoke up. "They'll come back safely. I
know they will."
"How do you figure?" Kiyone asked.
"Because good always wins," Himeko said. "We might have some
bad times, but evil can only last so long. I'm not going to
worry." Himeko said the last sentence, more as a reminder to
herself than as a statement to the others.
"If I hear of that Ryoko in my kingdom..." the Sultan began.
"No doubt she's long gone with her money," Kiyone said.
"That's her way. People pay her to ruin lives, and she just
walks off with the cash."
The others wondered just what kind of history Kiyone and
Ryoko had, but nobody bothered to ask.
"Himeko," the Sultan asked. "What are you doing?"
Himeko had sat straight, and was sitting in deep
concentration. "I am sending my love to Hikaru. Something told
me she needs to feel it right now. Please, if you love her,
channel your love for her! Let's create a love wave to give her
strength!"
Everybody in the room obeyed, sending their love to Princess
Hikaru.

Down below the ocean's surface, Celine and Serena were giving
each other make-overs.
"See?" Celine told her sister, "I told you. You have such
pretty hair. Why do you always hide it in that braid?"
Serena, for once, had her hair down, and around her face. "I
like it out of the way," Serena said. "But, ya gotta
admit...Celine?" Celine had flinched, as if something had
pricked her heart.
"Take my hands," Celine said. "It's Princess Hikaru. She
needs us."
The two mermaids joined hands, sending up a powerful love
wave.

"Mamo-chan!!!" Hikaru cried. She felt as if someone had
punched her in the stomach. How could she go on...she couldn't
even be by him, because of the chains.
Mozenrath laughed. "Now that he's out of the way," he said,
"Hikaru will be mine."
"You evil sadistic devil!" Yusuke shouted. HE was literally
shaking with rage.
"Ooh, I've angered the prince of Cosmos," Mozenrath said
sarcastically, "whatever AM I going to do! Ever notice how a
person in chains is less threatening?"
"Do you really think Hikaru will join you just because Mamoru
is..." Umi couldn't choke out the last word.
"You don't even compare to..." Genrou began.
"Hikaru will be mine," Mozenrath said. "Now is the perfect
time. It's too bad Mamoru isn't alive to see his girlfriend
surrender to me, but he had to go, in order for this to work."
"What the deuce are you babbling about?" Genrou demanded.
"Watch and see," Mozenrath said, stepping over to the sobbing
Hikaru.
"I know it hurts," he said softly.
"Go away!" Hikaru screamed. "You killed him! You murdered him
in cold blood!"
"I can make you forget him," Mozenrath said. "If you forget
about him, the pain will go away."
Hikaru looked up. Mozenrath used this oportunity to send a
spell over Hikaru, causing her to collapse.

Hikaru walked through the dark forest. She had, before, only
heard of this place, but never actually visited it. She had
never had the desire to, and now that she was here, she wanted
out.
Every path seemed to take her back to where she started. It
was getting dreadfully dark, and Hikaru just wanted to get out
of this awful place and go home.
"Hikaru!" Hikaru heard a voice calling to her. Mozenrath
stepped out of the shadows. "I can get you out of this forest,"
he said. "Take my hand! I'm the only one who can help you, now."
Hikaru hesitated. Going with him had to be better than
staying here, she reasoned. She walked toward the sorcerer.

Back in Cosmos, Queen Hikaraseru felt a painful stab to her
heart.
"What's wrong, my love?" King Helios asked.
"It's Hikaru," Hikaraseru said. "A mother knows when her
daughter is in trouble, and Hikaru needs us. She needs everybody
who loves her."
Helios sat in concentration.
"Everybody!" Hikaraseru cried out, "Hear my plea! If you love
Hikaru, Princess of Cosmos, High Princess of the Five Kingdoms,
send her your love wave! She is counting on all of us!"

Kikiyo had been heading back to her cottage in Kutou when she
heard Queen Hikaraseru's call. She stopped short and closed her
eyes to concentrate. Hikaru depended on it.

Back in the Five Kingdoms, Nanami fell to her knees.
"Hikaru-chan," she said, "don't give up on us!"

"Your Highness," Koutoku's advisor ask him, back in Kutou.
"Shh..." he said. "Hikaru depends on me...on all her
friends."

"Hikaru..." Sadira set down the magic book she was studying.
"Hikaru, we'll all help you get through this!"

"You see?" Mozenrath was saying to the others, "Now that
Mamoru's dead, Hikaru thinks all purpose is gone. She doesn't
want to go on living. But, I can fix that. Now, she'll gladly
join forces with me!"
"Leave her alone!" Yusuke shouted.
All at once, everybody felt a prick to their hearts. Nobody
dared alert Mozenrath of this.
Powerful love waves shot from all the captives. Even
Moeagaru, Jasmine and Aladdin, who were unconsious, had love
waves coming from their bodies.
Out of the corner of his eye, yusuke noticed a different sort
of love wave coming from Mamoru. He immediately guessed it must
be a love wave mixed with Mamoru's spirit.
Mozenrath didn't notice the powerful love wave. Either
because he was unfamiliar with this type of magic, or because he
was too busy working his own magic on Hikaru.

In the dark forest, Hikaru was just inches away from
Mozenrath.
"Take my hand," he said, reaching out his hand, "and I'll
take care of you."
Hikaru inched closer. Just as she was about to grab the
sorcerer's hand, she heard her name.
"Hikaru!" Hikaru turned sharply.
"Mama?" she said, taking a step away from Mozenrath.
"Hikaru," Queen Hikaraseru said, "I know you're hurting right
now. I can feel your pain. You can't give up hope!"
"But..." Hikaru began.
"All isn't lost," Hikaraseru said. "There are other ways out
of this forest."
"She's lying!" Mozenrath said. "Without my help, you'll be
here forever!"
"That's not true!" Hikaraseru said. "Hikaru, if you leave
this forest with Mozenrath, it will effect the entire world!
There are many people who love and depend on you!"
"Mama..." Hikaru said. She had not seen her mother since
before she left for Agrabah, and was just now realizing how much
she missed her.
"Listen to the voices of the people who love you, Hikaru! Be
strong for us! Be strong for Mamoru! You know that he would want
you to be strong! He wouldn't want you to give up!"
Hikaru listened, and a series of past events from her life
flashed before her. The times she spent with the other Four
Princesses in the Five Kingdoms, Hanako helping her with her
school work, Kaze helping her fly sometimes, Umi bringing her
back sparkling treasures from under the sea, getting into
mischief with Moeagaru, Yusuke teaching her to surf... There was
her first encounter with Nanami, when the two had traded
lunches.
"I can't believe I get to eat lunch with the High Princess!"
Nanami had said.
"Nanami," Hikaru had said, "when we are in school, I'm your
classmate. Treat me like a friend. See me as a fellow playmate."
There was Hikari. Hikari, who was sometimes quite strict, but
when it came right down to it, wanted what was best for Hikaru.
And Primera. Primera, who joined in on the princess' fun and
games, and had even begged Hikaru's pardon a couple of times
when Hikaru had gotten into trouble.
Jinsoku had stuck by Hikaru ever since she had saved his
life. He was a great companion, and was the one she went to, if
it wasn't Moeagaru.
Aladdin had been a big brother to Hikaru. He had risked his
life for her as much as Mamoru or Yusuke would. And
Jasmine...never yelled at Hikaru. Scolded, yes, but it was
always for Hikaru's own good. Plus, Jasmine was the first person
Hikaru had admitted her love for Mamoru to.
A flashback of the MArket Place. Hikaru had run after a
beautiful sparkling brooch.
"Hikaru!" Iago had said, "You heard what Al and Jas said! I'm
not gonna chase you all over the market place!"
Hikaru had purchased the brooch, and a few other things. She
had tried to pick up all the parcels, but had a difficult time
with it.
"Argh!" she had whined, "I've got too much to carry!" She
struggled to pick up the parcels again. With much strain, she
started to carry them back to the others.
"Ah, quit your whining!" Iago had said, taking a few of the
packages from Hikaru, "I'll carry some for you, just don't
whine!"
Genie, too, had been a good teacher, and friend. Sure, he
made Hikaru stay after whenever she was late, but it was always
only for the minutes she was late. Afterall, Genie was quite a
fair instructor, always encouraging Hikaru to try her best. Not
to mention the comic relief he provided, when things got tough,
either school-wise, or in general.
Hikaru's mother had always encouraged her to be strong.
Hikaru remembered the time, just before she left for Agrabah. It
was the evening of her 14th birthday. Hikaru had requested no
birthday party, since there would be a going-away party for the
Princesses anyway. For that particular birthday, Hikaru spent it
with her mother. It was one of the best memories Hikaru had with
her mother to this date. They had toured the Five Kingdoms,
Hikaraseru pointing out memorable locations to Hikaru. They had
picnicked together in a glade in Fresia, and Hikaru had confided
to her mother, her fears of being away from home so long.
Hikaraseru knew exactly what Hikaru was going through, because
she, too, had to go away to another kingdom for training. The
Queen reminded her daughter that she must be strong, no matter
what the situation. "No matter what the situation is, Hikaru,"
she had said, "hold your head high and plunge forward."
Her father, too, had encouraged Hikaru to never give up.
"You're your mother's daughter," he had once told her, "she
could handle anything, and I know you can, too. I see it in your
eyes. You can accomplish a lot."
Hikaru thought, lastly, of Mamoru. Mamoru had always been
there for her. He had always protected her. At first, Hikaru
reasoned that it must be because he and Yusuke were such good
friends, but she was later to realize that Mamoru did love her.
Mamoru was always willing to risk his life for her. Hikaru would
not let his death be in vain. 'My Only Love' played for her.
Hikaru then looked up. "Minna-san!" she said, as she saw all
her friends and family.
"Don't you dare give up on us!" Moeagaru shouted. "If you do,
I'll never speak to you again!"
"Stay strong, Hikaru," Himeko said, "we'll have cookies and
cakes when you come back to us."
"The palace wouldn't be the same without you," the Sultan
said.
"Come back to us," Iago said, "or else Moeagaru will fry my
feathers good."
"You're so not going with Mozenrath," Celine said, "not after
you rescued me from an evil lifestyle. It's just not happening!"
"Yes," Kikiyo said, "it just wouldn't be right."
"I'll have to listen to everybody bellyache, if they lose
you," Rasul said, "so don't let them down!" Hikaru was surprised
by this.
"I never had brothers or sisters," Aladdin said. "You're like
a sister to me, and I'm not gonna lose you."
"You've come too far to throw it all away," Jasmine said.
"And studied too hard," Genie said. "If you leave us, I'll
really be blue!"
"See, Hikaru?" Hikaraseru said. "You're worth too much to
give up. You're hurting now, but if you choose to forget, you'll
forget all the times you've been happy, too. Sometimes, we have
to feel pain. But rather than let it consume us, we must rise
above it, and allow it to make us stronger."
"I can do that, Mama," Hikaru said. "I won't let you down! I
won't let anyone down! I'm Princess Hikaru, Princess of Cosmos,
High Princess of the Five Kingdoms. I'm the Soldier of Love. I
will get through this, no matter what it takes."
Hikaru ran to her friends.
Mozenrath was furious. "If you go with them, they'll just let
you down! You could rule the world with me!"
Hikaru reached her friends. She rushed into her mother's
arms. "I will live the way Mamo-chan would have wanted me to,"
she whispered.
"Hikaru," Hikaraseru put a comforting arm around her
daughter's shoulder. "You have made me proud."
"I hope Mamo-chan is just as proud," Hikaru said.
"I think he will be," said a voice.
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru turned to see her beloved. "You're..."
"It's gonna take more than a blow to the head to stop me,"
Mamoru said. "I'm still unconsious, but when your mother called
out to everybody, my love wave was sent to you. We're not
actually here, you know."
"Yes," Hikaru said, "I know where we are."
"It's not a pleasant place," Hikari said, "but everybody has
to come here in order to grow."
"You won't win that easily!" Mozenrath screamed. "I will have
Hikaru!" He shot a blast at Mamoru. "Die!"
Hikaru and Mamoru joined hands. Hikaru's ceptar appeared, and
took on a transformation. Now, the place where the Saint Crystal
sat was a crecent moon.
"Because of yours and Mamoru's love," Hikaraseru began.
"YOur powers have evolved. Now, you receive power from the
moon, as well," Queen Lune Venus finished.
The blast of energy was inches away from Mamoru when Hikaru
shouted, "Silver Moonlight Reflection!" A silver moon beam shot
out of Hikaru's sceptar, hitting the blast of energy and sending
it back at Mozenrath. It hit him dead center, and the sorcerer
disappeared.
"When you awaken," Hikaraseru said, "you may have to go into
battle. Are you prepared?"
"Yes," Hikaru said.
Hikaru pulled out her compact. A silver moon was sprouting in
the center of the jewls on the top.
"Raise your compact," Hikaraseru said, "and shout 'moonlight
crisis transform!'"
"Moonlight Crisis Transform!" Hikaru shouted.

Back in the canyon, Mozenrath was furious. Now, he couldn't
even get through to Hikaru. His head hurt from the blast he had
received.
Suddenly, a pink Aura surrounded Hikaru. Her chains exploded,
as her clothes disappeared (Xerxes watched in anticipation) and
she was dressed in her armour.
The others watched, as something else began to happen. In the
center of Hikaru's breast plate, a crecent moon formed. Then,
Hikaru sprouted white wings. Her tiara, too, had a crecent moon
in the center of the jewl.
"Hikaru..." they all said, amazed.
"This can't be!" Mozenrath cried.
"You're goin down!" Hikaru said. "Super moon kick!" She
kicked Mozenrath across the canyon.
Mozenrath was stunned, but not for long. "I see your powers
have evolved again," he said. "Unfortunately, I'm not as easily
beaten as I was the first time your powers evolved."
"Then I'll have fun trying," Hikaru said. "In the name of
Cosmos, I'll punish you!"
Mozenrath lunged for Hikaru.
"Moonlight crecent wave!" Hikaru sent out a wave of silver
crecent moons. They hit the sorcerer, knocking him down. Hikaru
then zapped chains on him, so that he couldn't get up again.
Then, she rushed to free her friends.
Mamoru, Aladdin, Moeagaru and Jasmine were waking up at this
time.
"Hikaru!" they said.
"Cool armour," Moeagaru said.
"I heard your voices," Hikaru said. "And...Mama was there,
too. I hadn't realized how much I've missed her."
Mamoru put a comforting arm around Hikaru. "I'm sure she
misses you, too," he said.
"Uh," Iago said, "can we continue this love fest someplace
else?"
"Yes," Hikaru said, "afterall, Himeko and I are gonna have
cake and cookies when I get back. Uh, Moeagaru..."
Moeagaru had walked over to the defeated sorcerer. "How DARE
you call me a lesbian!" she fumed, kicking Mozenrath right in
the face. She turned to the others. "Ok, I'm ready now."

A couple days later, the Five Princesses had come out of the
library. Jasmine, Aladdin, Sadira and Genrou approached them.
"How would you like to go to Sairu?" Aladdin asked them.
"Prince Keisuke has invited all of us."
"There's a festival, next week, and we're invited," Jasmine
said.
"Ooh!" Hikaru said. "I can't wait to try some of the
country's foods!"
Everybody laughed.
"Hey," Hikaru said, "a girl's gotta eat. Besides, I've been
studying hard today."
The group headed into the kitchen.

