Adventures in Agrabah - Part 15 - Game Day


"Hikaru!" Hanako called sticking her head into her friend's
room. "Time to get up!" The Princesses had gotten to sleep in
because today was special, it was their game day. Aladdin and
Jasmine promised them a day of contests and fun and it was here.
Hanako stepped into the room, just as she would any other
morning. Hikaru was always so hard to get up. And if she didn't
get up soon the others might have to start without her.

"I am up!" Hikaru announced from inside her closet. "Just
looking for the right outfit."

"Oh!" Hanako laughed. This proved Hikaru could get up when she
wanted to. "Pick something easy to move in." She advised.


In the sitting room Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie, and Iago waited.
The princesses boyfriends were out in the garden setting up
several events.

"So far we've got darts, bowling, fencing, magic, archery, tug
of war, a race, and karaoke." Aladdin listed.

"Ooo limbo!" Genie shouted, suddenly thinking of it.

"Um...we'll see if we can fit it in." Jasmine said.

The Sultan happily entered the room. He was just as excited
about the day's festivities as the Princesses were. "Is everyone
ready?" He asked.

"Not yet Father." Jasmine told him. "The girls are still
upstairs."

"Not for long!" Umi called. She was starting down the marble
steps, the other girls were right behind her.

"We are ready for fun!" Hikaru cheered.

"Gag me..." Iago mumbled. He wanted the girls to get to have a
good time, but what a pointless idea. There were no prizes and
nothing to bet with. Well at least he had come out good on that
Prince vs Mozenrath fight. Aladdin had made him promise no more
bets for a while.

"This way." Aladdin led everyone outside. Each event had a
section set up just for it. Mamoru waved as he saw the group
come out of the Palace.

"It's all set!" He called to Aladdin.

"Great!" Aladdin gave him a thumbs up from across the spacious
yard. Ferio and Lantis were already taking their seats to watch
the girls compete and perform. Yusuke and Genrou had just
finished the bowling area. Most of the stuff had been zapped up
by Genie that morning, but a few things had needed last minute
touches.

"Let the games begin!" The Sultan yelled.

Hikaru took her place onstage. She loved to sing, and did it
anytime she had the chance. She could sing karaoke all day.
For her first song, she chose "The Unyielding Wish." The
Sultan, Jasmine, Aladdin, Mamoru, Yusuke, Iago and Hikari were
her audience, while the others were doing their favourite
events. As the music started, Hikaru took her cue and began to
sing.
"Hold onto that dream," she sang, "Tomorrow knows where and
when, it's true what you believe, Don't let go, this world will
never end!
The sunset melts into the deep blue sea it turns a crimson
shade, a wonderful free fall I just can't wait to have the wind
take me far away.
I've cleared impossible hurdles before, but I know there's more,
and I know I can make it. Who's to blame when it's not the best
that I can achieve?..."
"That's such a pretty song," Jasmine whispered.
"It's one of her favourites," Hikari said.
When the song ended, Hikaru stepped down for someone else to
take a turn. "Iago!" she said, noticing the parrot. "Are you
crying?"
"Of course not," Iago said, "the lights are just brighter
than normal, that's all."
"Uh huh," Hikaru said scheptically.

After Hikaru sang, Yusuke went out to the track to watch the
race. Kaze was running in it, and he wanted to support her.
"Yusuke!" Kaze called, "is Hikaru going to run in the race?"
"No," Yusuke said, "you know my sister. She just wants to
sing karaoke until she runs out of songs to sing. She just did
The Unyielding Wish and wants to do Moonlight Densetsu, and a
few others."
The other girls smiled.
"Hikaru does have a beautiful voice," Hanako said.
"We better get to the starting line," Kaze said. She walked
over to Yusuke and gave him a kiss before she took her place at
the starting line.

"Aladdin, let's get up there." Jasmine whispered. She felt
like she hadn't sung in a long time...except to the twins. It
would be fun to have a grown up audience.

"If you want to, sure." Aladdin replied.

"Oh yes, Dearest. Do that new duet I like so much." The Sultan
called out, he started clapping his hands with excitement.

"All right, Father." Jasmine gave him a bright smile.

"Genie, the music please." Aladdin stated as soon as he and
Jasmine were in place. The Sultan sat down front and center to
watch. Hikaru, Mamoru, Iago and Hikari were all still in the
room. And just as the music began Himeko and Premira entered.
Jasmine began the slow rhythmic song.

"Be still my heart, lately it's mind is all it's own. It
would go far and wide, just to be near you."

"Even the stars shine a bit bright I've noticed when you're
close to me." Aladdin sang, and he took Jasmine's hand.

"Still it remains a mystery." Jasmine looked up into
Aladdin's eyes.

"Anyone who's seen us knows what's going on between us." Their
voices melted together in perfect harmony. "It doesn't take a
genius to read between the lines. It's not just wishful thinking
or only me whose dreaming. I know what these are symptoms of, we
could be in love."

"COULD BE?" Iago yelled as the music played. "You're married
with twins, make up your minds!" He laughed.

"Iago, shh!" The Sultan commanded. Iago reluctantly sat back.
Never anger the one in power. That might get him tossed out.

Jasmine raised her eyebrows at the bird then took her cue. "I
ask myself why I sleep like a baby through the night. Maybe it
helps to know you'll be there tomorrow."

"Don't open my eyes. I'll wake from this spell I'm under.
Makes me wonder how..."

"Tell me how I could live without you now." Jasmine meant the
words she sang and squeezed her husband's hand a little tighter,
letting him know that.

"What about the laughter?" They sang together. "The happy ever
after. Like voices of sweet angels are callin' out our names.
And it's not just wishful thinking, or only me whose dreaming. I
know what these are symptoms of... we could be in love."

"All my life I have dreamed of this, but I could not see your
face." Aladdin poured emotion into this solo.

"Don't ask why two such distant stars can fall right into
place." Jasmine's pure voice rang out.


**************************

Outside the race was underway. It was two laps around the large
garden. A finish line was made by a rope along the ground.
Lantis, Yusuke, Genrou and Ferio had taken seats to cheer on
their girlfriends. Carpet and Abu had also showed up. Carpet was
happy to act as the flagman. The signal for the girls to start
was him jumping up in the air.

The Princesses all took off like bullets. Umi made the mistake
of running too fast at first and soon lost her steam and her
lead. Hanako was trying to pace herself but just couldn't get
her breathing pattern right. The real competition was between
Moeagaru and Kaze. Both girls were good runners and from the
looks in their eyes they both wanted to win.

The two turned the final corner. They were a few paces ahead of
the others but neck and neck with each other. Kaze turned to
wink at Moeagaru. After all the race was just for fun. At the
last minute Kaze burst forward and beat Moeagaru. She jumped
around happily, and Yusuke came to congratulate her.

The other guys were just as quick to hug their girlfriends.
"That was a good race!" Lantis commented.

"Now....I think...I'll try bowling." Umi said, out of breath.
"You get to stand still for that, right?"

"Right." Moeagaru confirmed. "I'll try it too. C'mon!" Umi,
Lantis and Genrou followed Moeagaru and started up a game of
bowling.

Yusuke and Kaze headed for the dart area. That game looked very
fun to Kaze. Ferio and Hanako decided to work on their magic by
competing with each other.


***********************


Inside, Aladdin and Jasmine took a couple of bows before leaving
the stage. Their friends cheered and clapped.

"Nauseating." Iago mumbled. "Is everything about love to you
people?"

"Delightful!" The Sultan called out.

"Yeah great!" Himeko added.

"That was fantastic!" Hikaru cheered. "I didn't know you two
could do that."

"Another thing we have in common with you." Jasmine told her.
"We all love to sing. Why don't you do another song?"

"You don't have to ask her twice." Hikari laughed. Sure enough
Hikaru jumped up and grabbed the mike.

"I'm going to sing Moonlight Densetsu," Hikaru announced.
"Hikari-sama, can you please cast a translation spell, so that
everybody can understand the lyrics? I'm going to sing it in
Japanese."
"But Princess," Hikari said, "Aladdin and Jasmine are
grasping the Japanese language quite well, and I am pretty sure
Genie..."
"But I don't know how much His Magesty has picked up," Hikaru
gestured to the Sultan. "And Iago only knows it when he wants
to."
Hikari sprinkled some magic, so that everybody could
understand Hikaru's lyrics.
When the music started, Hikaru began to sing.
"Sorry if I'm not gentle,
I can say it in my dreams
My thoughts are about to short circuit
I want to see you, now isn't soon enough..."

"Oh, brother, he's right in the room!" Iago said, pointing to
Mamoru.
"Shh..." The Sultan snapped.
"Just about ready to cry, moonlight.
Can't call, it's midnight.
Because I'm so naive, what can I do?
My heart is a kaleidoscope!
Led by the moonlight,
Often we meet by chance.
The twinkling count of stars foretells love's whereabouts.
Born on the same planet..."

"I thought Mamo-boy lived on the moon," Iago said.
"Iago!" Jasmine gave the bird a warning look.
"Miricle romance
May we have together just one more weekend,
O god, please grant us a happy end
In the present, past and future
I'll always be in love with you
When we first met, that dear
Glance you gave me, I won't forget
From out of millions of stars, I'll find you
Changing coincidences into chances, I love this way of life!
A mysterious miracle is headed our way,
Often we meet by chance
The twinkling count of stars foretells love's whereabouts,
Born on the same planet,
Miracle romance.
One thing I still believe in, miracle romance"

At the bowling area, it was a pretty close game between Umi
and Moeagaru.
"I think Hikaru would like this game," Umi laughed.
"Yeah," Moeagaru said, "it's the only sport where you can eat
while you play it."
The two laughed.
"I might go over and check out the karaoke," Moeagaru said.
"I didn't know you liked to sing," Umi said.
"Well, I do sometimes," Moeagaru said, "It depends on the
song. And I don't like to as much as Hikaru does."
"I don't think anybody likes to sing as much as Hikaru," Umi
said.
The two girls headed in the direction of the karaoke area,
just as Hikaru was wrapping up Moonlight Densetsu.

"That was lovely, Princess," the Sultan said.
"Thank you, Your Magesty," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru," Primera said, "Sing My Only Love!"
"Maybe later," Hikaru said. "You know I can't get through
that one without shedding a tear."
"But you sing it with so much emotion," Primera said.
"We'll see, then," Hikaru stepped down. "It's Himeko's turn
to sing."
"Ooh! Yay!" Himeko got up and took Hikaru's place onstage.
"I'll do Three O'clock Fairy," she announced.
"Three O'clock Fairy?" the Sultan asked.
"Yes," Hikari said, "the three o'clock fairy flies around and
gives sweet dreams to children."
Himeko began her song. "Hey look! When you listen carefully
It's such a sweet melody
The three o'clock fairy is calling me
Jump up, wake up, hurry up
We'll ride a boat to the land of candy..."
Iago looked relieved that this song wasn't going to be
another sappy love song.
"Ah, I am so full of dreams," Himeko sang. "Mint pie and
apple pie
Good cake, good spirits..."
"Now I'm hungry," Iago said.
"Shh," Hikaru said, "me too."
"...Eating a bit of chocolate
The three o'clock fairy is watching with a smile
Come on, let's go tonight! Come on, let's go in secret!
Even without papa and mama here
I'm not lonely, I'm not afraid
Being alone is so boring
It's strict being nagged by everyone
The land of candy is always in an uproar
Hey look! When you close your eyes
It's such a sweet aroma
The three o'clock fairy is waiting for me
The grownups don't know about it..."
"Remember when I was her age, Hikari-sama?" Hikaru mused.
Hikari nodded.
"Now I pat my stomach
Nut bread and bean paste bread
What a feeling, all that candy
I think I'll chew some gum...
It's so exciting, isn't it? All these waffles
And having doughnuts any time we want
The three o'clock fairy, what shall we do next?
Even if we play all the time, and make as much noise as we want
Papa and mama aren't here, so
they won't get mad, and we won't go home.
Don't wait, just eat whatever you like
Until you're stuffed
The land of candy is such a wonderful place..."
When the song was over, everybody clapped. Hikaru and Iago's
mouths watered from hearing about all those sweets.

Outside Hanako and Ferio were challenging each other's magic
abilities. It was great practice and fun too. A couple of their
powers were similar. Hanako had a beautiful tree sprout out of
the ground, then Ferio added some bushes near it. "This is more
like decorating the garden than a duel of magic." Hanako
laughed.

About that time Genie flew out of the palace. Aladdin and
Jasmine came out behind him. They headed for the archery
section.
"Why the hurry?" Ferio asked Genie as he flew up to them.

"Iago decided to sing." Genie said wrinkling his nose. "His
talking is bad enough!"

As if to back up his point at that moment the parrot's obnoxious
voice practically screamed some song lyrics. "I'm lookin' out
for me!" The bird warbled.

"Wow, he has lungs." Hanako commented dryly.

"Need some magic help?" Genie questioned hopefully.

"Sure" Ferio smiled.

"Know how to use your power to shoot?"

"Um....never thought about it." Ferio replied honestly.

"You have some powers that go well with Hanako's." Genie said.
"So I figure, if you tried you could probably shoot a vine from
your hands, maybe even with thorns." Genie demonstrated the pose
and Ferio imitated it. "Now, think really hard, and concentrate
on what you want to do."

"All right..." Ferio nodded but looked a little unsure. He did
try though and to his surprise about eight feet of vine came out
of his hand on command! "Whoa!" He exclaimed. He looked at
Genie, "How did you know?"

"Hey I'm a genie, I'm supposed to know this stuff." Genie
answered.


Across the lawn Jasmine held her bow and arrow steady. She shot
and hit the target dead center. "Way to go!" Aladdin cheered.
Jasmine had first learned archery a few years ago and she just
kept getting better at it. She fired again and hit the exact
same spot, splitting the other arrow in two. "Hikaru has the
best teacher." Aladdin told his wife.


Inside Iago had finally gotten away from the stage and Hikaru
took over. "This song is called 'The Power of Love.'" She told
her audience.
"There comes a time when you face the toughest of fights.
Searching for a sign, lost in the darkest of nights.
The wind blows so cold standing alone before the battle's begun.
But deep in your soul the future unfolds.
As bright as the rays of the sun.
You've got to believe in the power of love
You've got to believe in the power of love."

"More love? That's it, I'm going outside!" Iago made a face,
then flew out the window to see what the others were up to.

When Hikaru ended the song everyone cheered. "Delightful!" The
Sultan called out. Moeagaru then took her turn. Her song was
called "Fire, Soul, Love"
"In love, extremes are all right
I don't want any sweet words
Before drowning in dreams
Light up your eyes, and go mad love" Moeagaru sang. She looked
out at her audience. They were swaying to the beat.

"The scars of the past hurt
When time passes, they'll disappear
Live without telling lies
Break your body, and go for break

The city is a broken necklace
I won't give in to loneliness
Throw off the decorated clothes
Gracefully, fighting pose to you

Fire soul bird in love
Fire soul bird in love
Stand up tall! Oh oh oh
Fire soul bird in love
Fire soul bird in love
Seek after tomorrow! I love passion"

"Perfect song for you!" Himeko exclaimed.

"Wonderful!" Primera called.

Hikaru patted her friend on the back with a smile. Then she ran
back for the stage. "One more!" She announced.

"Deep in my soul
Love so strong
It takes control

Now we both know
The secrets bared
The feelings show

Driven far apart
I'll make a wish
On a shooting star" Hikaru's eyes started to tear up, but it
didn't effect her voice.

"There will come a day
Somewhere far away
In your arms I'll stay
My only love

Even though you're gone
Love will still live on
The feeling is so strong
My only love" A couple of tears snuck down her cheek and
Hikaru quickly wiped them away. She had put all her emotion into
the song.

The room erupted in applause. "Lovely!" Jasmine commented from
the window. She and Aladdin had caught about the last verse.

"This game day was such a cool idea." Hikaru said. Mamoru came
up to hug her and kiss the remains of tears away.

"You all deserve the break." Aladdin said, as he and Jasmine
came through the doorway. "Tomorrow it's back to studying."

"Ugh, don't remind me." Hikaru moaned. "I'm having fun while I
can!" She ran past Aladdin and Jasmine to the outside events.

