Adventures in Agrabah - Part 14 - Seiryuu Stolen?
The Saint Beast Seiryuu is stolen! I think you can guess who's behind the theft...


Princess Hikaru sat with Aladdin, Jasmine, 

Moeagaru, Jinsoku,
Himeko, the Sultan and Hikari in the throan 

room. Himeko and the
Sultan were racing little toy chariots on a 

race track they had
built, and Hikaru had a rubber ball that she 

kept throwing
against a wall, and catching again.
After bouncing it and catching it twenty 

times, she threw it
again. This time, it sailed out the window. 

"Oops!" she said,
using her magic to create another ball. She 

started bouncing it
off the wall again.
"Hikaru," Hikari said, "if you're just 

going to throw them
out the window, then stop creating new ones!"
"I don't mean to throw them out the 

window," Hikaru said, as
she bounced the ball.
"If you threw them against a different 

wall," Moeagaru
suggested, "then they wouldn't fly out the 

window."
"But then I won't be able to look out the 

window," Hikaru
complained.
"That looks like fun," Aladdin said.
Hikaru created another ball so Aladdin 

could try it, too. "I
bet you could do it," she said, tossing him 

the ball. Aladdin
started tossing the ball. "Hey! Not bad for a 

beginner," Hikaru
said. "I've been doing this since I was 

eight."
"Yes," Hikari said, "she was grounded to 

her room for a whole
day, so she invented the game."
"You got grounded?" Himeko asked.
"Yes," Moeagaru said, "it was the time 

Hikari-sama had some
extra lessons for Hikaru to do. Hikaru didn't 

want to do them,
she wanted to play. So, she hid from everyone 

to avoid extra
studying. When Queen Hikaraseru found her, 

she grounded Hikaru
to her room for a whole day."
"No," Hikaru said, "that's not right. That 

time, Mother made
me use all my free time to study for the next 

week. I was
grounded to my room for a day that time you 

and Nanami-chan
dared me to walk the ridgepole of the barn 

that Nanami's
grandfather owned. I broke my ankle, but was 

able to heal it.
Hikari-sama grounded me to my room, because 

since I could heal
the injury, she felt I still needed to be 

punished for making a
poor choice. You and Nanami got grounded, 

too, remember?"
"Oh yeah!" Moeagaru remembered.
"Girls!" Hikari scolded. "Don't give 

Princess Himeko ideas!"
"We're not," Moeagaru said, "we made sure 

she knows the
consequences of our actions."
"And besides," Hikaru said, "you know me, 

Hikari-sama! I have
gotten into a lot of scrapes, but I never got 

into trouble for
the same thing twice..." Jasmine was about to 

interject here,
"except for running inside, and being late to 

class. But I never
repeat major mistakes twice."
Hikari couldn't argue with this, so she 

said nothing.
"Moeagaru," Jasmine said, changing the 

subject, "isn't Genrou
due to arrive back from Kutou soon?"
Moeagaru nodded.
"I wish I could visit Kutou," Hikaru said. 

She was told the
rest of the group had stopped there when they 

had searched for
her that one time.
"You'll get your chance," Jasmine said. "

We're taking a trip
there in a couple of days."
"Oh, yeah!" Hikaru said. "What sort of 

prince is Prince
Koutoku?"
"Well," Jasmine said, "he was a real 

sweetheart when we saw
him. While Moeagaru was talking to that Lina 

Inverse, he helped
us look for you. He didn't have to, but he 

said since he knew
the country pretty well, he would act as tour 

guide."
"He also plays the flute," Aladdin said. 

"He is very good at
it."
"Genrou says that he can channel his power 

through any
musical instrament," Moeagaru said. "The two 

have known each
other for years."
"Don't they have the same type of power?" 

Jasmine asked.
"Sort of," Moeagaru said. "Genrou controls 

fire, and Koutoku
controls water and ice. Plus, he channels his 

power through the
music he plays. But yes, the two have the 

same type of power.
Genrou has the right to Suzaku, the red 

phoenix that you've all
seen in battle, and Koutoku has the right to 

Seiryuu, the blue
dragon. They are performing the ceremony for 

him to gain control
of Seiryuu. That's why Genrou is in Kutou."
"Will Mamoru be joining us in Kutou when 

we go?" Aladdin
asked Hikaru.
"He'll be meeting us here," Hikaru 

explained.
"ARe you going to ride with him?" Himeko 

asked.
"No," Hikaru said, "I mean, I'd love to, 

but I think I'd
better take my own horse and give her some 

exercize."

Later that evening, Mamoru and Genrou 

arrived at about the
same time. Hikaru rushed to Mamoru, but 

stopped short when she
saw the worry in his and Genrou's faces.
"What happened?" Hanako asked. "Is the 

Prince alright?"
"Something went wrong during the 

ceremony," Genrou said
gravely. "We performed the ceremony 

accurately, but Seiryuu
didn't appear!"
Moeagaru gasped. Genrou had explained to 

her about this rare
occurance. "You mean..." she began.
"Yes," Mamoru said, "someone stole control 

of Seiryuu. Genrou
filled me in as I arrived. I suspected 

something was up, because
the constelations in the Seiryuu quadrent are 

crying out. This
means evil forces are at work."
"Any idea who is behind this?" Jasmine 

asked.
"No," Genrou said. "Koutoku-kun sent me 

with a message. He
would like all our help in getting to the 

bottom of this. We
have to find out who stole Seiryuu. Then, 

Koutoku must challenge
them to a duel to take back what was 

rightfully his."
"How can you just steal a Saint Beast?" 

Hikaru wanted to
know.
"There's a spell that's rarely used," said 

Hanako, who had
studied a bit about the four Saint Beasts. "

You have to cast it
on the same night as the ceremony, though, in 

order for it to
work."
"Koutoku-kun wanted to know if you could 

all come to Kutou
immediately," Genrou continued. "This is very 

serious. "IF
Mamoru-kun is right, and evil forces are 

behind the theft, then
many lives could be in danger."
"We'll set out right away," Aladdin 

decided.
"Girls," Jasmine added, "go pack your 

things. We'll leave as
soon as everybody is ready."

A half hour later, the Five Princesses, 

Genrou, Mamoru,
Lantis, Ferio, Yusuke, Aladdin, Jasmine, 

Iago, Abu, Genie,
Jinsoku, Carpet, Sadira, Nyan Nyan, Himeko, 

Hikari and Primera
all set out for Kutou.
"We won't be able to help Koutoku fight 

the duel," Genrou
explained, "but he may need us beforehand. We 

need to help solve
the mystery of who took Seiryuu, and whoever 

took the Saint
Beast may decide to fight dirty."
"We'll do everything we can," Hikaru said. 

"I won't let evil
forces keep such a powerful weapon."

Meanwhile, in the Land of the Black Sand, 

Mozenrath was in a
rather good mood.
"With my new weapon," he said, "nothing 

can stop me! Let's
just see Hikaru get away from me this time!" 

Mozenrath laughed.
"I could even use Seiryuu to kill Aladdin if 

I wanted to, but
I'd rather do that myself. Oh, well, the 

Saint Beast can at
least subdue the street urchan, before I 

finish him off."
Mozenrath watched through his crystal ball 

as the group of
goody-goodies landed in Kutou. Now, he just 

had to wait for the
right time to attack.

The group arrived in Kutou hours later. Prince Koutoku was the
first one out to meet them. "Welcome back my friends." He
greeted. Then he turned to Hikaru. "It's certainly a pleasure
meeting you."

"It's wonderful to finally meet you as well." Hikaru smiled.

"I only wish it were under better circomstances." Prince
Koutoku said.

"We all do." Aladdin spoke up. "Koutoku, any idea who would
steal Seiryuu?"

"Many would want the power, but few could have pulled it off."
The Prince replied. He was obviously frustrated.

"We'll help any way we can." Jasmine told him.

"Thank you." Prince Koutoku said in a much lighter tone.

************************

A few minutes later the Prince of Kutou was showing Hikaru
around his palace. The others had already gotten to see a few
rooms, but this was their first official tour.

"Before we get too busy I think I'll go see Lina." Moeagaru
said. She thanked Koutoku for the tour then went to find Lina.

Koutoku and Hikaru walked down a corridor. He had just
finished showing her the library.
"You have an awful lot of books," Hikaru said. "I noticed the
collection of romances you have."
"You like to read romances?" Koutoku asked.
"I love them," Hikaru said, "but seeing real people fall in
love is the best. What do you like to do for fun?"
"I play music," Koutoku said.
"Of course," Hikaru remembered. "That's how your powers
work!"
"It's because I am a musician, that my powers come out
through the music I play," Koutoku corrected. "There are people
with special powers who have trained their powers to work
through a special talent."
"I think we might be studying that soon," Hikaru said.
Just then, Mamoru walked up and joined the two.
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru said, "where have you been?"
"I went with Moeagaru to see Lina and Gaury," Mamoru said.
"They're a lot of fun, but I missed you. I was wondering if
you'd like to go for a walk before I have to go awaken the stars
tonight."
"I'd love to!" Hikaru said. "Thanks for showing me around,
Koutoku-san!"
Hikaru walked together with MAmoru, her hand in his. Koutoku
watched after them.

Meanwhile, deep in the woods, Kiba-Okami had been wandering
for days. His sense of smell had somehow been numbed, and he
couldn't find Hikaru or even his hideout. Did he have a cold? He
sniffed the air.
"Whatever it is," he thought, "it's wearing off. My hideout
is in that direction. I'm tired. I'll go home and take a nap,
then find Hikaru."

That night, Hikaru watched the stars from the Kutou palace
garden. But they didn't make her feel good like they usually
did. Perhaps it was, because, she, too, could hear the stars cry
out in despair. She was in the Seiryuu quadrent, after all.
Suddenly, Hikaru heard the sweet melody of a flute playing.
Its lovely sound was enough to make her feel a bit better.
Hikaru turned, to see Prince Koutoku in a nearby tree,
playing his flute. When he saw that she noticed him, he jumped
down beside her.
"Your music is lovely," Hikaru said.
"I like to come out here when I'm feeling down," Koutoku
said. "Playing the flute makes me feel better."
"Your flute gave me a good feeling, too," Hikaru said.
"Is something troubling you?" Koutoku asked.
"The stars are suffering," Hikaru said. "I can feel their
pain. I don't like to see anyone suffer."
"You have a good heart, Princess," Koutoku said, "don't ever
change."

The next day, everybody was gathered in a room, playing some
game called Outburst. The topic was things you'd do in Agrabah
on a day-to-day basis, and it was guys against girls.
"Shop!" Kaze shouted.
"Study!" Hanako shouted.
"Chase bratty parrots!" Moeagaru shouted.
"I am not..." Iago started, but Genrou clamped his beak shut.
"It's not your turn," he said.
"Fly on Carpet around the world!" Jasmine shouted.
"Make big dumb guards act prissy!" Primera shouted.
"Shop!" Hikaru shouted. "Eat! Study! Use magic! Read
romances! Bowling!"
"Bowling?" Aladdin asked.
"Sorry, just came out," Hikaru said.
"Time's up!" Genie shouted. "You girls got nine out of ten!"
"Which one did we miss?" Umi asked.
"Fighting monsters," Genie said.
"Well," Hikaru said, "that's because Aladdin's not on our
team. He would have said it."
"Now it's the guys' turn," Hikari said, starting up the
timer. "The topic is animals."
"Horse!" Mamoru shouted.
"Parrot!" Iago shouted.
"Griffin!" Aladdin shouted.
"Angelfish!" Lantis shouted.
"Rabbit!" Ferio shouted.
"Monkey!" Jinsoku shouted.
"Fish! Chicken! Walrus! Cat! Tiger!" Hikaru started listing
off. "Horse! Parrot! Fish! Eagle! Chicken!"
"Hikaru!" Moeagaru said, "it's not your turn!"
"Oops!" Hikaru said, "I get so carried away when we play this
game."
"Chicken!" Genie shouted.
"Rooster!" Hikaru shouted. Then she clapped a hand over her
mouth.
"Time's up!" Hikari said. "You guys missed cow."
"Cow!" Hikaru shouted.
Moeagaru swatted Hikaru with a pillow.
"Hey!" Hikaru took the pillow and swatted Moeagaru back.
"Ow!" Moeagaru said, "don't hit me!"
Soon, the two were exchanging pillow swats, until both fell
on the floor laughing.
"So, who won?" Kaze asked.
"The girls," Genie said.
"I don't see how," Iago said, "with Hikaru shouting out
answers whether it was her turn or not."
"The object of the game is to just shout stuff out," Hikaru
said. "Not who wins or loses. That's what makes it fun."

Later, Hikaru walked down the hall. She was looking for
Sadira, to see if she wanted to take a trip to the Kutou market
place. Hikaru was interested in picking up some Kutou-style
jewlery.
Hikaru walked past a room, when she thought she heard her
name. She stopped by a room where Aladdin, Jasmine, Sadira and
Koutoku were talking.
"I've never met anyone like her," Koutoku was saying.
"She is a unique girl, very special," Jasmine said.
"She is like a little sister to me," Aladdin said.
"Hikaru's become a good friend to me over the past few
weeks," Sadira said.
"I can't stop thinking about her," Koutoku said.
"She does have a boyfriend," Aladdin reminded him.
"I know," Koutoku sighed. "That's what makes it so hard."
"I can imagine it would be easy to care for her a lot,"
Jasmine said, "she's a wonderful person."
Koutoku nodded in agreement. "You all have to promise this
conversation won't leave this room. Someone could get the wrong
idea and it could cause trouble between Hikaru and Mamoru. I
know that they are very happy together, and the last thing I
want is to destroy what they have. Hikaru's happiness is very
important."
Hikaru couldn't believe what she was hearing. Koutoku was in
love with her? Hikaru hurried away from the room, unseen. She
would have to pretend she never heard the conversation, and just
go about life like normal.
"Koutoku-san," she whispered, as she hurried off, "you will
fall in love with someone else, and she will be the perfect
wife. That is my prayer for you."


Hikaru was in the kitchen a few minutes later when Aladdin and
Koutoku walked in. They were getting a snack. Hikaru almost
hoped they didn't see her. She knew how silly that was but she
just felt uncomfortable around the Prince...now that she knew
how he felt. She stood up straight and tried to look normal.
Koutoku's eyes met hers and she let herself smile. No one knew
that she had overheard. She reminded herself that she was not
supposed to know. She couldn't afford to start acting strange
now.

"Hey Hikaru!" Aladdin broke the silence and gave her a grin as
soon as he saw her. "You must be a bottomless pit too, just like
us." He winked. He tossed an apple up, rolled it down his arm
then caught it with his teeth. This was a trick Hikaru had yet
to see him do. She smiled and shook her head.

"Hikari always says 'don't play with your food" she mock
scolded.

"As long as I eat it, I don't see a problem." Aladdin said
once he had swallowed his bite.

"Yeah, ya gotta have some fun." Koutoku agreed.

"I'm just repeating the fairy governess." Hikaru shrugged.

************************


An hour later Jasmine, Hikaru and Sadira went off to explore the
Kutou market. It had been Hikaru's idea but Sadira and Jasmine
had been happy to go.

"Their style of jewelry is so unique." Jasmine commented. She
held up a gold necklace to admire it.

"Yeah, but it sure is more expensive than at home." Sadira
held the matching gold earrings and quickly put them down when
she saw the price.

"This is supposed to be fun." Jasmine reminded her. "Besides
if you find something I'd be happy to get it for you."

"Oh you don't have--" Sadira started.

"Sadira," Jasmine took her friend's arm. "How many times have
we been over this? You are my best friend. I don't see any harm
in getting you a token of friendship once in a while."
"Oooo!" Hikaru interrupted. Her eyes were glued to the jewels
on the merchants table just diagonal from where she stood. She
took a giant step so she could see better. Jasmine and Sadira
were right behind her. The cart had necklaces and bracelets of
all colors. They all sparkled with beautiful stones. Hikaru went
right to a lovely pink necklace. It was in the shape of a heart
and just the perfect size.

"Wow, look how it sparkles in the sun." Jasmine smiled.

The Princess of Agrabah took a long look at the table of jewels,
then she saw it. A gold locket made with aqua stones. The color
matched her outfit and Jasmine loved lockets. "Oh!" Jasmine
cried admiring the piece of jewelry. She glanced at the others.
"Now you know my weakness." She giggled. "Lockets are my
favorite."

"Any kind of jewelry is my weakness." Hikaru laughed. "Are you
gonna get that? It is stunning."

"Yes, I think I will." Jasmine said excitedly. The stones in
the locket would even match her crown.

"I'm going to look down here." Sadira told them, she pointed
to a cart of scarves. It was just down the row and a green scarf
had caught her eye.

"All right. We'll join you as soon as I pay for this." Jasmine
called. She turned to the merchant and gave her some coins.
Jasmine slipped the necklace on then turned to show Hikaru. But
she wasn't there! The girl had wandered off. "Hikaru?" Jasmine
asked, looking around.

"Over here!" Hikaru answered. She was by a cart that had an
assortment of earrings. As Jasmine walked over to her she saw a
streak of blue behind Hikaru.

"Hikaru!" Jasmine had a bad feeling in her stomach. Whatever
she had seen was too close to the young princess. "Look out!"
Before Jasmine or Sadira could get close enough to stop it the
blue dragon grabbed Hikaru. The two girls took off in a run to
try and catch the beast but it was much too fast.

"What was that?" Sadira questioned as they slowed down.

"I think it was Seiryuu!" Jasmine told her. Sadira's eyes met
her with confusion in them.
"Why would the saint beast take Hikaru?" She wondered.

"We'll find that out when we find out WHO stole Seiryuu."
Jasmine said grimly. They headed back to Koutoku's palace to
tell the others what had happened.

**********************

Mozenrath sat waiting for his new weapon to return. It shouldn't
be long now... Soon he would have Hikaru in his presence. This
was the perfect plan! No one would even suspect him this time.
And he had recently discovered one of Princess Hikaru's secret
powers. She could communicate telepathically. That's how they
always found her! Well not this time. Yes, unfortunately Hikaru
would not be able to use that gift here. He knew just how to
stop her.

Just then a larger version of Seiryuu flew in the window
carrying a screaming Hikaru. "Nice of you to show up." Mozenrath
said evenly. "Torikakaru, Seiryuu!" He ordered to the dragon.
"Back in your flute." The blue dragon dropped Hikaru and obeyed
Mozenrath.

"So YOU stole him." Hikaru exclaimed, disgusted.

"Yes, guilty." Mozenrath smiled. He zapped some chains onto
Hikaru then sat down next to her. She gave him an odd and
surprised look. "I know what you're thinking, Princess." He said
slowly. "It isn't going to work for you this time."

"What isn't?" Hikaru asked, truly confused. Mozenrath leaned
so close she could smell his breath. Ick, what did this dude
have for lunch!? Hikaru averted her eyes, she didn't want him to
even have a chance to get her under his control. She leaned her
head back as far away from Mozenrath as she could.

"Don't be like that." Mozenrath said almost softly, gripping
her by both arms. Hikaru squealed, not knowing what to expect.
Was he really going to kill her? One hand snaked upward to her
jaw. Mozenrath moved her head slightly so that she was looking
at him. "Now that I have your attention," He smiled evilly. He
slowly brought his lips close to hers. Mozenrath knew this would
stop the girl from using her mental powers. He kissed her softly
at first, then had to bring some force into it when she
squirmed. She would NOT get away this time.

jasmine and Sadira burst into the palace, breathing hard.
"Hikaru's been kidnapped!" Sadira said.
"By Seiryuu!" Jasmine added.
"Demned psycho wizard!" Moeagaru fumed.
"Moeagaru!" Hikari scolded. "Don't swear!"
"Well, talk about an obsession!" Moeagaru said. "You'd think
Mozenrath had enough by now."
"Moe-chan," Hanako pointed out, "we can't just assume it was
Mozenrath."
"Hanako's right," Aladdin said, "we can't just assume it was
Mozenrath."
"Demned psycho wolf, then," Moeagaru said.
"Moeagaru!" Hikari said, "one more, and I'll wash your mouth
out!"
"Well, what is with these obsessed villians?"
"We need to form a plan," Mamoru said.
"Yes," Jasmine said, "we can't just go headlong into danger
without a plan."
"Yes," Koutoku agreed. "Our efforts would be in vain, if we
started in the wrong direction."
"I'll try to connect with Hikaru," Aladdin said.

"Hikaru!" Hikaru heard Aladdin's voice in her head, but she
couldn't respond. "Hikaru! Where are you?"
Finally, Mozenrath came up for air.
"Hentai baka!" Hikaru shouted.
"I was at the top of my class," Mozenrath said.
"That doesn't make you less perverted," Hikaru said.
"I wouldn't waste my time with that nonsense," Mozenrath
said.
"Only a pervert would chain a girl up, just so he could steal
a kiss," Hikaru said.
"Before I'm through, I'll steal more than that," Mozenrath
smiled wickedly.
"You're no better than...uhh, nevermind..." Hikaru looked
down at the floor. She didn't want to say the name of that
terrible wolf demon.
"As bad as who!" Mozenrath demanded.
"I'm not saying," Hikaru said. "It's bad luck to say the name
of someone you don't particularly like, when you haven't heard
anything more from them."
"Someone else trying to kidnap you?" Mozenrath was genuinely
curious, now. When Hikaru didn't answer he said, "they are,
aren't they!"
"Why is it any of your business?" Hikaru wanted to know.
"You are my business, Hikaru," Mozenrath said.
"Says you," Hikaru said.
Mozenrath was furious. "Don't talk back to me," he shouted,
"we belong together!"
"Get a LIFE!" Hikaru said, annoyed. "Oh, by the way,
Mamo-chan's a better kisser!"
Mozenrath slapped Hikaru. "How DARE you mention that wimp's
name in my presence!"
Hikaru did not back down. "Need I remind you," she said,
"that I did not ask to BE in your presence?"
"You didn't ask for your powers, either, I assume,"
"That's NOT the same thing!" Hikaru was getting mad. All she
wanted was to live a normal life, and have some fun WITHOUT
interruptions by demented, power-hungry perverts. Was that so
much to ask?
"You're just mad because you know I'm right," Mozenrath said
calmly.
Just then, Xerxes flew in. "Mozenrath!" he cried, looking
panicked.
"What!" Mozenrath snapped. "Can't you see I'm BUSY!"
"Wolves!" Xerxes said. "Five of them! They destroyed all the
manlucks!"
Mozenrath cursed. "It couldn't be..." he said.
Hikaru wondered why wolves would annoy the sorcerer so much.

After his long nap, Kiba-Okami started out to search for
Hikaru. As her scent got stronger, he raced faster.
When he got to the place where Hikaru's scent was
overpowering, he wondered why would the Princess of Cosmos be in
a place like this? No matter. He'd find her, and take her back
to his hideout where she belonged.

"I don't understand it," Aladdin was saying. "Why won't she
answer?"
"Maybe she's unconsious?" Jasmine suggested. "You know that's
the only time you can't get through."
"No," Aladdin said, "I know I got through. I could feel it."
"Maybe she was being threatened," Umi suggested. "Maybe
whoever has her knows about her telepathic abilities."
"All the more reason to figure out who's behind the Seiryuu
theft, and who has Hikaru," Mamoru said.
"And how do you propose we do that, genious?" Iago said
sarcastically. "Dial direct?"
"If you can't say anything helpful, don't say anything!"
Moeagaru snapped.
"Shh..." Aladdin said, "I hear her!"
"Aladdin!" Hikaru said in his head, "it was Mozenrath! He
stole Seiryuu! Now he has me in his palace! He knows I can
communicate telepathically...had to figure it out eventually, I
guess...he was trying to keep me from contacting anybody! But
now Kiba-Okami's here! Apparently, the two have a history! They
hate each other, and are now exchanging words like a couple of
over-grown boys! They're less intimidating this way, but I wish
I could cover my ears during some of it. Plus also, Mozenrath
froze Kiba's pack, and may do the same to Kiba, when he runs out
of insults. Please hurry! Koutoku needs to come, and challenge
Mozenrath to a duel to regain control of Seiryuu. Once
Koutoku-san wins, then I'm sure that Mozenrath will be beaten!
Aladdin-san, I want a normal life! I want to just have fun and
live life without threat of psycho perverted wolves and
wizards!"
"It was Mozenrath," Aladdin said.
"We'll level his filthy castle!" Moeagaru said, angrily.
"No," Koutoku said quietly.
"What!" Moeagaru turned on Koutoku. "Doesn't Hikaru-chan mean
a thing to you? And what about Seiryuu! That beast could knock
over a villiage, and you're just going to..."
"Hikaru means more to me than you know," Koutoku said.
"Then why don't you want to defeat that slimeball wizard!"
"He must be defeated," Koutoku said.
"And...?" Moeagaru was getting impatient.
"Leveling Mozenrath's castle isn't going to save the day this
time," Genrou said quietly. "This time, it's going to be a bit
more complicated. Remember what I said about Koutoku having to
challenge Seiryuu's thief to a duel?"
Moeagaru nodded.
"That's what we must do," Genrou continued. "Only a few of us
can go this time. The rest can be present when the duel is
fought."
It was agreed that Aladdin, Mamoru, Genrou and Koutoku would
set out as soon as possible. "We'll let you all know the time
and place of the duel," Koutoku said. Then more to himself he
said, "I have a feeling we'll be dueling for more than just
Seiryuu."

Back at Mozenrath's castle, Kiba-Okami stormed in.
"You!" Mozenrath said with disdain.
"Mozenrath!" Kiba-Okami said, "been awhile. Way to attack the
Five Kingdoms! Beaten by a four-year-old..."
"What are you doing here!" Mozenrath interrupted.
"You have something that belongs to me, I believe,"
Kiba-Okami said.
Mozenrath zapped up a bone and threw it to the wolf-demon.
"Take it and get out, mutt-boy!" he said.
Kiba-Okami was furious. "I'm a wolf!" he shouted. "Don't
confuse me with ordinary dogs!" He let his followers attack
Mozenrath, but Mozenrath froze all four of them.
"Dumb as ever," Mozenrath scoffed.
"You have Hikaru!" Kiba-Okami said, "I followed her scent all
the way here." He turned to Hikaru. "Lucky for you, Princess, I
suddenly developed a cold soon after your friends rescued you.
But alas, I tracked you down again. By the way..." he turned
back to Mozenrath, "your undead guards don't taste very good."
Hikaru was ready to be ill. Mozenrath was doubled over with
hysterical laughter. "You're so dumb!" he said.
"What do you mean!" Kiba-Okami demanded.
"Wolf-demons don't even get colds! Everybody knows that, you
flea-bitten moron!"
"Who are you calling a moron, you backgammon player!"
Kiba-Okami spat.
"Uh oh," Hikaru muttered to herself, "Mozenrath won't stand
for that."
"Guys aren't my thing! Just because you and your followers
lick each other doesn't mean..."
"Let Hikaru go!" Kiba-Okami said. "She belongs to me!"
"Go pick off your fleas," Mozenrath said, "she stays with
me!"
"Um, guys, I make up my own mind," Hikaru said.
"Shut up!" they both said in unison.
"Go find someone your own age!" Kiba-Okami said.
"I'm much closer to her age than you are," Mozenrath said.
"She's perfect for me!"
"She's too good for you," Kiba-Okami said. "She deserves
someone like me!"
"She doesn't go for old hounds," Mozenrath said, "you'd just
give her rabies. She's MINE!"
"Her ankles are too nice for you to appreciate," Kiba-Okami
said, hoping this would make the sorcerer mad.
"I've seen more than her ankles," Mozenrath bragged.
"Not what I needed to hear," Hikaru said.
"Yeah," Kiba-Okami said, "not what she needed to hear."
"Don't repeat her!" Mozenrath said.
"She can talk for herself," Kiba-Okami said.
"And now, we're in kindergarten," Hikaru commented.
"Shut up!" Mozenrath said, zapping her. "I own you!"
"You do not!" Kiba-Okami said.
"Well, then howcome she kissed ME?" Mozenrath said.
"Uhh," Hikaru said, "you kissed me, and then I puked."
"One more word out of you..." Mozenrath threatened.
"I'm being quiet now," Hikaru said, and let the two
"children" have their fight.
"Don't talk to her that way!" Kiba-Okami said.
"Well, gee, Kiba-inu," Mozenrath said, "Why don't you fight
for her honour!"
"Maybe I will!" Kiba-Okami said, lunging for Mozenrath.
"Idiot," Mozenrath said, as he put the wolf-demon on ice. He
started toward Hikaru again.
Suddenly, Koutoku, Aladdin, Genrou and Mamoru burst into the
room.
"Let her go!" Mamoru said.
"Why would I do that?" Mozenrath said calmly. "I'm much
better suited for her."
"She can't even stand you, you psychotic pervert!" Genrou
shouted.
"And she's too good for a place like this," Koutoku said.
"Well, if it isn't the flute boy!" Mozenrath said. "I'd thank
you for letting me borrow Seiryuu, but..."
"You devil! Seiryuu was never meant to be used for your evil
purposes!"
"Actually," Mozenrath took out the flute, played a few notes,
and shouted, "Torikakaru, Seiryuu!" The blue dragon appeared.
"He's very good for stopping medalsom pests."
Aladdin and Mamoru used this oportunity to unchain Hikaru.
"I knew you would come," Hikaru whispered.
"Now, we can't have any of that," Mozenrath said, when he saw
Mamoru and Aladdin trying to free Hikaru. "Seiryuu! Stop the
medalsom pests! They must not have my Princess!"
With that, Seiryuu shot an icy blast at the two, freezing
them both.
"No!" Hikaru screamed.
"I'm afraid so, my dear," Mozenrath laughed. "Two down, two
more to go."
Koutoku, at this moment, removed his gloves, calmly walked up
to Mozenrath and struck him across the face. Then he threw the
gloves down and said, "I challenge you to a duel! I mean to take
what is rightfully mine, and see that you pay for the way you
treated Princess Hikaru!" At that moment, Seiryuu disappeared.
Mozenrath cursed. "You fight me?" he laughed. "You'll never
win! I'm afraid I can't accept your challenge. It wouldn't be
fair."
"Cut the crap, you cowardly snake!" Genrou said. "You know
you have to accept the challenge and go through the duel, in
order to break the seal on Seiryuu."
"I already have Hikaru," Mozenrath said, "I can do without
Seiryuu. But...if Flute-boy insists on losing to me, I'll accept
his challenge." Mozenrath picked up the gloves. "Tomorrow at
noon. I assume you already know the place."
Koutoku nodded. "Eight o'clock," he argued.
"Noon," Mozenrath repeated. "And not a minute earlier."
"What about Hikaru?" Genrou said.
"She stays here until the duel," Mozenrath answered.
"You can't..." Koutoku began.
"You know very well that I can," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru,
Aladdin and Mamoru remain my prisoners. Forever, if I want,
because you'll lose tomorrow."
"He is right about one thing," Koutoku admitted. "We're
powerless to save Hikaru until after the duel."
Mozenrath laughed. "You fools! Had you found me out before I
captured Hikaru, then she'd be safe! As of tomorrow afternoon,
she, and Seiryuu both will be mine forever!"
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"I have no use for you." Mozenrath glared at Koutoku and
Genrou. With a bright zap he sent them both back to Kutou as
painfully as possible. With them out of his sight Mozenrath
laughed aloud. Everything was working out just as he planned.

************************

Back in Kutou Genrou and Koutoku landed inside the palace with a
thud.

"I wonder if that cracked the marble." Koutoku groaned,
getting up slowly. Jasmine and Moeagaru rushed over to them.

"What happened?" Jasmine asked.

"That rotten Mozenrath took Aladdin and Mamoru prisoner."
Genrou admitted.

"No..." Jasmine whispered.

"And he's keeping Hikaru until the duel...it's tomorrow at
noon." Koutoku added.

"What?" Moeagaru snapped. This was not good at all. Not only
did the boys not accomplish anything but two of them were
captured!

"There was nothing we could do." Genrou sighed.

"We're ALL going to be there tomorrow." Moeagaru seethed. "And
one way or another everyone is coming home safe."

************************

"You could at least unfreeze them." Hikaru told Mozenrath. The
statue-like ice figures of Mamoru and Aladdin were on either
side of her. She wished she had them to talk to...and they were
making her cold. She wondered if they were okay under that ice.
Hikaru tried and failed to get through to Aladdin. That meant he
and Mamoru must be unconscious.

Time passed slowly. Hikaru had no idea how long she had been in
Mozenrath's castle. It certainly felt like forever. She
preferred not speaking to the sorcerer but he kept on talking to
her. Hikaru's stomach betrayed her and let out a very audible
grumble. She was starving and her stomach apparently wanted
everyone to know it.

"Hungry?" Mozenrath smiled.

"No." Hikaru said with venom in her voice.

"I think you are." Mozenrath said, coming closer. Some fruit
appeared in his hand.

"Am not." Hikaru insisted. "Besides, mushrooms anywhere else
would taste better than my favourite foods here."

"Suit yourself." Mozenrath shrugged. He popped a nice red
strawberry into his mouth right in front of her. Hikaru looked
away, her stomach rumbled once more. He continued to snack on
the ripe fruit just to see her reaction. "If you won't eat, then
it may be hard to sleep."

"I am NOT sleeping!" Hikaru shouted.

"Oh? Well your friends there are getting a nice cold nap. Sure
you don't want to join them?" His eyes glinted evilly. No
response. "Very well, I'll stay up with you." He sat down across
from the princess. From there he would watch her every move.

Back in Kutou, Jasmine sat with Koutoku, Genrou, Genie, Sadira
and Hikari. They had been trying to pass the time with a game of
cards, but nobody could really consintrate.
"This isn't working," Genrou said. "I know the laws
concerning the Saint Beasts, but it seems wrong to play cards
while Hikaru, Aladdin and Mamoru are being held prisoner."
"What else can we do?" Sadira asked. "We have to pass the
night somehow."
"It's only eight o'clock," Hikari observed. "To think Hikaru
will have to spend the night there..."
Jasmine got up, and calmly turned the clock around. "That
just makes the time go slower," she said. She, too felt
helpless, with her husband and two of her friends at the mercy
of a madman.
"If I lose..." Koutoku said softly. "If I lose, I will never
forgive myself."
"Koutoku..." Jasmine began.
"As it is, I can't stand the thought of Hikaru being trapped
with that evil psycho," Koutoku said. "If she has to spend the
rest of her life there, I know she'll be myserable. Not to
mention Aladdin and Mamoru...and my country. So much is at
stake, here."
"You have to think on the bright side," Genie said, making a
flood light appear.
"You didn't see the look in Hikaru's eyes when Mamoru and
Aladdin were frozen, and she found out she had to stay at
Mozenrath's castle for another day. She didn't show it
outwardly, but I know she was crying inside."
"Mozenrath has been beaten before..." Genie said.
"Yes," Koutoku said, "by all of you. This fight is up to me.
I've never fought him before."
"You have to believe you can defeat him," Sadira spoke up. "I
know that's what Hikaru would tell you."
"Sadira's right," The others turned, to see Himeko in the
doorway.
"Himeko..." Hikari began. She was about to tell the young
moon princess to get ready for bed. She knew how much Himeko
loved Hikaru, and not to mention her Uncle Mamoru. Himeko had
cried earlier that day, and Hikari didn't want her upset
further.
"I did cry when I learned the horrible news about Uncle
Mamoru, Hikaru-san and Aladdin-san. I love them all and don't
like to see them or hear of them suffering," Himeko continued.
"But then I remembered what Hikaru-san always would say. 'donna
PINCHI no toki mo zettai akiramenai sou yo sore ga KAREN
na otome no PORISHI',"
"Yes, of course," Hikari said. "It's what every girl from the
Five Kingdoms is raised to believe. It isn't just a song lyric,
it's something to live by."
"What does it mean?" Sadira asked.
"No matter what pinch I find myself in, I'll never give up
That's right! That's the lovely maiden's policy," Hikari said.
"What about us?" Genrou asked.
"It doesn't matter," Himeko said. "No doubt Hikaru-san is
doing her best to be strong. We all have to be strong for her.
And for Aladdin-san and Uncle Mamoru, too. If there's anything
we can do for them right now, we must be strong."
"You sound like Hikaru," Jasmine said.
"I learn from her," Himeko said.
"The kid's right," Genrou said. "Sulking isn't going to solve
a thing."
"We've got to believe in the power of love," Jasmine said.
"Another of Hikaru's phrases."
"Right!" Everyone said, brightening up a bit.
Suddenly, the group heard the sound of a door slamming,
followed by several crashes.
"Moeagaru," Genrou guessed. Everyone hurried down the hall.
When they got within a few feet of the room where the crashes
came from, Jasmine gasped and quickly put her hands over
Himeko's ears.
"Moe-chan," Hanako could be heard saying, "Don't talk like
that, Himeko might hear!"
"I don't freaking CARE! I'll KILL him! That psycho obsessed
b..."
"Moeagaru!" Hikari scolded, flying into the room. Jasmine,
Koutoku and Genrou joined her. "Watch your mouth!"
"I'll kill that evil wizard!" Moeagaru continued, kicking
another chair across the room. "I'll destroy his filthy soul,
and be demned if I don't!"
Around the room, most of the furniture had been either
thrown, knocked over, or kicked across the room. Kaze, Umi and
Hanako were going around, putting everything back in its proper
place.
Jasmine walked up to Moeagaru, and put a comforting arm
around her. "I know you're upset," she told the younger
princess. "But swearing and kicking furniture isn't going to get
her back."
Genrou came up on Moeagaru's other side. "We're doing all we
can. Hikaru would want you to be strong for her."
"I know," Moeagaru said, bursting into tears. "Had I been
there, though...if I'd been with her when Seiryuu grabbed
her..." Moeagaru had been with Lina when Jasmine, Hikaru and
Sadira were shopping.
"There's nothing you could have done," Genrou said. "When a
Saint Beast is sent out to do a task, he won't relent until the
job is done, or until the current master takes back the
request."
"Everything depends on the outcome of the duel tomorrow,"
Koutoku said. "I must defeat Mozenrath. Aladdin, Mamoru and
Hikaru will be with us by this time tomorrow, and Hikaru WILL be
happy again."
"And when you defeat him," said Yusuke, who was entering the
room with Ferio and Lantis, "I'll finish off the job. That demon
wizard has tormented my sister for the last time!"
"Yusuke..." Kaze said.
"Hikaru has enough on her plate without being pursued by wolf
demons and evil wizards. I want Mozenrath to pay!"
"Prince Yusuke," Hikari said, with authority in her voice,
"please remember the rules of the Five Kingdoms. No matter how
evil someone might be..."
"I'm not going to kill him," Yusuke interrupted. "I'd like to
very much, but I know what would happen if I just killed him
with my sword. He'd just be reincarnated and torment some other
princess. But, I want him to suffer. Just like he's made so many
others suffer."

Back in the Land of the Black Sand, Mozenrath continued to
eat the fruit, chewing, Hikaru thought, louder than necessary.
"Do you have to chew like a cow?" Hikaru said, irritably.
"Cows chew a lot louder than I am," Mozenrath said, before
belching.
"Whatever," Hikaru said, "you're still a pig."
"I thought you said I was a cow," Mozenrath said. "Make up
your mind!"
Hikaru glared at him.
"You can still have some fruit, if you want," Mozenrath said.
Hikaru thought about telling the sorcerer where he could go
with his fruit, but she hadn't eaten anything since lunch, and
her stomach got the better of her. "Will you stop chewing like a
cow and belching and talking with your mouth full?" she said.
"Maybe," Mozenrath said.
"You'll have to unchain me," Hikaru said. "I can't move my
hands."
"Oh, no," Mozenrath said. "I'm not falling for that. You'll
just attack me. I'll have to feed you, myself."
Hikaru rolled her eyes. "I think you're enjoying this a bit
too much," she said.
Mozenrath just laughed, and walked over to Hikaru with the
fruit. It was a small victory for him, to get to Hikaru somehow,
even if it was only through her stomach.

Back at the Kutou palace, Koutoku packed a few magic items
and started to head out.
"Where are you going, Koutoku?" Genrou asked, coming up
alongside his friend.
"The Seiryuu Arina," Koutoku said. "I want to get some
practice in before tomorrow."
"This isn't just about Seiryuu, is it?" Genrou asked,
knowingly. "I saw the way you looked at her."
"You know me too well, Genrou, my friend. I know that Hikaru
is spoken for, but I can't help but love her. She and I will
never be together, but at least if I defeat Mozenrath, she'll be
able to live a happy life. Above all, I want her to be happy."

"Interesting..." Mozenrath said, as he watched the scene
between Genrou and Koutoku. "It looks like Flute Boy has a thing
for you! How cute."
"Quit spying on them!" Hikaru said. "There's no reason for
it!"
"Sure there is," Mozenrath said. "I have just what I need,
now."
"Just what is that supposed to mean?" Hikaru demanded. "I
don't see what Koutoku's affections for me..."
"You'll see," Mozenrath said. "There's more than one way to
win a duel."

Himeko stood in front of the bathroom mirror, brushing her
teeth. After Moeagaru said that word, Sadira and Genie rushed
her to her room, and told her it was time for her to get ready
for bed.
"It's getting closed to nine, anyway," Sadira had said.
"Sadira-San," Himeko said, after she had finished brushing
her teeth. "What did that word mean? You know, the one Moeagaru
said."
Sadira hesitated a minute, then said, "that's not important.
It's not a very nice thing to call people, so you must never use
it."
"Moeagaru-san did," Himeko said.
"Moeagaru was mad and forgot herself," Sadira said. "She has
a temper, but the times I've seen her the maddest are when
there's so much as a threat to Hikaru. I think she is closer to
the High Princess than the other three princesses are, and
that's pretty close."
"Is Mozenrath one of those...things?" Himeko pressed.
"Mozenrath isn't very nice," was all Sadira could think to
say.

"Hikaru!" Mozenrath said. Didn't this dude ever stop talking?
"What!" Hikaru said coldly.
"What's 2x the square root of 25+(2x7) devided by the square
root of 81?"
"How should I know?" Hikaru said. It was bad enough she had
to be here, now she had to do math?"
"Figure it out," Mozenrath said. "I already know the answer."
"Well, good for you!" Hikaru said sarcastically. "Now, be
quiet."
"Figure out the answer, first," Mozenrath said, knowing it
was next to impossible for Hikaru.
"I hate math!" Hikaru complained.
"Figure out the problem," Mozenrath said, "and I'll leave you
alone."
"FINE!" Hikaru shouted. "2x the square root of..."
"The square root of 9 is 3," Mozenrath said.
"What's that got to do with anything?" Hikaru asked.
"Nothing," Mozenrath said, "just thought you'd want to know."
"Ok, be quiet!" Hikaru said. "Two times..."
"What novel did you read last?" Mozenrath asked.
"Refining Felicity," Hikaru said. "The square root of 81
would be..."
"What was it about?" Mozenrath asked.
"It was about a princess who got so mad, she strangled a
sorcerer to death for kidnapping her and forcing her to do
stupid math, and then INTERUPTING her train of thought!" Hikaru
was getting annoyed. Mozenrath was doing this on purpose. "2
times..."
"No it wasn't," Mozenrath said, "Wasn't it one of the School
For Manners books?"
"How would you know!" Hikaru demanded. "Now you're spying on
my favourite romances, too?"
"2.6," Mozenrath said.
"What?" Hikaru said. "What does that have..."
"2.6 is the answer," Mozenrath said simply.
"Aaargh!" Hikaru grumbled. "You didn't give me enough time to
figure it out! And you were talking too much!"
"That one was easy to figure out," Mozenrath said.
"No it wasn't!" Hikaru said.
"Yes, it was," Mozenrath said. "All you do is..."
"I don't want to hear it!" Hikaru snapped. "Shut UP!"
"I can't," Mozenrath said. "You didn't figure out the problem
on your own. I told you the answer."
"I didn't ASK for the answer! I didn't even ask for the
stupid math problem! Go away!"
"No," Mozenrath said, "I like it here. Especially with you to
keep me company."
"Go find someone that actually WANTS to be here!" Hikaru
said.
"I don't like easy girls," Mozenrath said. "I prefer a
challenge."
"I didn't say..." Hikaru started to say. "Hey! Quit looking
at me like that!"
"But you're so cute!" Mozenrath said, a bit mockingly. "Did
you know that your eyes sparkle like sapphires?"
Hikaru looked down at the floor again. She didn't know what
Mozenrath was up to now, but she didn't want him staring at her
like that, either.

In Koutoku's palace Jasmine had started to pace. She didn't
feel like sitting still now and she had run out of other things
to do.

"Hey Jas," Genie floated over to her. "It'll be okay." He
patted her on the back. He was as serious as she'd ever seen
him. It took a lot for Genie to be this calm. Instead of
reassuring Jasmine seeing Genie like this only made her worry
more. She nodded and forced a smile for his benefit. "No offense
but you look beat." Genie told her.

"I don't even know what time it is anymore." Jasmine sighed.
She refused to watch the time closely. Morning might never get
here. "I'd try to sleep, but I know I won't be able to."

"What do you think I'm here for? If you want to skip the
pacing and get right to tomorrow - no prob." Genie offered.

"Thanks Genie, maybe later. At the moment I just wouldn't feel
right sleeping when Aladdin, Hikaru and Mamoru are so
miserable."

"Iago's doing it." Genie pointed to a large chair where the
parrot was snoring. Jasmine glared in Iago's direction. Genie
put one hand behind his back and gave Iago a jolt. The bird
jumped two feet in the air and screamed. He looked around for
what had gotten him then started muttering about the "stupid
Genie."

Upstairs Himeko was tossing around in the guest bedroom. She
couldn't stop thinking...worrying. She wanted to be there
tomorrow at the duel, even if just for moral support. Finally
she got up and slowly made her way downstairs.

She only got about halfway down the marble steps when she was
spotted. "What are you doing up?" Hikari asked.

"I can't sleep." Himeko whined. The fairy flew closer to her.

"I know it's hard, dear." She sympathized.

"Could I go with everyone tomorrow?" Himeko asked hopefully.

"Certainly not!" Hikari shook her blond head. "You are much
too young to see such things."

"But..." Himeko started.

"No. Now please go try to get some rest."


************************


"Do you mind?" Hikaru snapped, eyes still trained to the
ground. Mozenrath only moved closer, continuing to stare. It
made Hikaru feel very uneasy. Mozenrath noisily licked his lips.
Hikaru lifted her head to give him a disgusted look. She now
realized he was just trying to get a reaction out of her.

The sorcerer flashed an odd smile as he leaned down toward the
Princess. Holding her head steady Mozenrath stole another slow
kiss. It was repulsive to Hikaru and she had no problem voicing
her thoughts. "Knock it off, you pervert!"

"Try and stop me." He challenged.

"You are so gonna get it when I get out of these chains!"
Hikaru shot back.

"Not going to happen." Mozenrath said crossing his arms. He
stood, now looking down on the Princess. "This game is already
won, Hikaru."

"You're holding three people hostage and you think this is a
game!?" Hikaru shouted.

"Yes, my game." Mozenrath nodded. "And you are the prize."
Hikaru scoffed at that and rolled her eyes. Mozenrath raised his
eyebrows at her. "Don't you think it's past your bedtime?" He
said motioning to the darkness outside.

"Ha! Like I'm really gonna sleep. I've stayed up for 48 hours
before... so THERE!" Hikaru snapped. She was tired but would not
admit it. She didn't even care how irritable she was, Mozenrath
would just have to deal with that.

"Oooo." Mozenrath faked being impressed by her words. "Even
Princesses need sleep." He pointed out. Hikaru just frowned at
him in response. Mozenrath went back over to her and took a seat
right across from her. He had to make sure she couldn't use that
telepathy power of hers to talk to anyone. "Fine, stay up all
night." He shrugged. "I'll be right here with you."

"Evil psycho sorcerers need their sleep, too, ya know," Hikaru
said, sticking out her tongue.
Mozenrath zapped her. "If I see any, I'll tell them that," he
said.
"All you can do is zap people," Hikaru said, "you're too
chicken to try anything else."
"I could show you a thing or two," Mozenrath said, "but I
need you alive."
"My brother could kick your slimy butt," Hikaru said.
"No he couldn't," Mozenrath said, "Yusuke's a wimp."
"Um, so NOT!" Hikaru said angrily.
"He's more of a wimp than either of those two," Mozenrath
said, pointing at Aladdin and Mamoru.
"You SO did NOT just say that!" Hikaru said.
"At least they came after you," Mozenrath said, "your
cowardly brother just doesn't care."
"Actually, idiot," Hikaru said, "Yusuke's contacted me four
times since I been here, so THERE!"
"You better be nice to me, Princess," Mozenrath said.
"Because if you're not, I'll make you watch when I kill those
two."
"Hurt either one of them, and you'll be sorry!" Hikaru said.
"No," Mozenrath said, "actually, I'll be quite pleased. Both
have been in my way far too much and too long."
"You'll never win tomorrow," Hikaru said.
"Oh, but I will!" Mozenrath laughed. "I have special plans
for tomorrow."
"Can't cheat in a Saint Beast duel," Hikaru said. "It's next
to impossible. Genrou said so."
"Genrou doesn't know everything, Princess. I always have a
back up plan."
Now Hikaru was curious. What sort of plan for beating the
system did Mozenrath have? "Mind telling me your plan?" she
asked.
"I think Koutoku would do anything for you," Mozenrath said.
"What does that..." Hikaru began, then it clicked.
Mozenrath saw the look on Hikaru's face. "You're as good as
mine, already, Princess."
"It ain't over til it's over," Hikaru said, trying to hide
the fact that she was worried. Would Koutoku do what Mozenrath
was predicting?
"Being tired is making you use poor grammar," Mozenrath said.
"I'm NOT tired!" Hikaru argued.
"You are," Mozenrath said. "You can't hide that."
"Stop acting like you know everything about me!" Hikaru
snapped.
"I know more than you think," Mozenrath smiled.
"How much HAVE you been spying on me?" Hikaru wanted to know.
"That, you don't need to know."
Hikaru's mouth dropped open. "Great Tamahome!" You ARE a
pervert!"
"No...that would be Xerxes. I just find out what I need to
know."
"It's perverted to spy on a girl 24/7 regardless of your
purposes," Hikaru said.
"I think it's way past your bed time," Mozenrath said. "Maybe
you can think clearer in the morning."
"I told you, I am NOT tired!"
"It's past midnight."
"I don't care."
Mozenrath put a hand on Hikaru's head. "I think it's time for
you to get some sleep," he repeated.
"Get your hand off me!" Hikaru shouted.
"Get used to it," Mozenrath said, as he sent power into
Hikaru.
Hikaru began to feel exausted, now. The room started to spin.
"That's...not...gonna...work..." she said, forcing herself to
stay awake.
"You WILL give in...sooner or later."
"In...your...dreams..." Hikaru fought to keep her eyes open.
"Good night," Mozenrath sent more power into Hikaru.
Hikaru fought even harder. She must not fall asleep! Who knew
what could happen to her if she slept here? "Burn...in Hades..."
she said.
"I'd rather stay here with you," Mozenrath said, doubling the
spell.
"Not...gonna work..." Hikaru repeated, her voice weakening
from exhaust.
Mozenrath laughed. Hikaru would give in soon enough.
Hikaru's body started to tremble. She struggled to stay
awake. Now, she couldn't even keep her eyes open. "Psycho
pervert," she murmured.
Mozenrath laughed again, sending just a bit more power into
the princess.
Hikaru nearly fell to the floor, but Mozenrath caught her.
"Pleasant dreams, Princess," he said.

Moeagaru sat in the main living area of the palace in Kutou.
Jasmine, Yusuke, Genie and Hanako kept her company. Everyone
else was asleep or trying to get to sleep. They had finally
persuaded Prince Koutoku to get some sleep. He had to be at his
best for the duel. He knew lives depended on him and eventually
gave in. Moeagaru was slumped low in her chair, completely
bummed out that she could not help her best friend.

"I have been in limited contact with Hikaru." Yusuke
announced. Moeagaru sat up straight and gave him a questioning
look. "She couldn't reply but I know she could hear me."

"You can talk to her telepathically too?" Jasmine asked, even
tho she knew the answer. It made sense, after all Yusuke was
family.

"Yes. And I can feel her worry. I know she is being brave but
I think it's ridiculous that she has to suffer until the duel."

"Do you know anything that slimebucket has done to her?"
Moeagaru demanded. Her fiery temper shone in her eyes. "I'll
dish it back out at him tenfold." She vowed.

"No, I don't know what's going on. I can't even get through to
her now..."

"Don't assume the worst." Jasmine advised patting Yusuke's
arm.

"We'll get her out of there tomorrow, and she knows that."
Hanako put in.

Only a few oil lamps were left burning. Most of the palace was
pitch black now. But the little lamps provided enough light for
the small group to see each other.

"This has got to be the longest night EVER." Genie complained.
Iago was upstairs....and someone had to say it.

Moeagaru tapped her fingers on a side table impatiently. "Why
couldn't the sickko have picked dawn to duel?" She sighed.

"Maybe he's not an early riser?" Genie blurted out.

"If I had my way he wouldn't be rising again, ever." The fire
Princess spat.

"There's really nothing else we can do tonight." Hanako
pointed out. "As much as I hate to say it, right now Mozenrath
has the upper hand."

"He won't win in the end. I will not let him keep my sister."
Yusuke said through clenched teeth.

"Since we're all obviously tired and grumpy, whaddya say we
call it a night?" Genie suggested. In a blink he was in his
striped PJ's. There were a couple of grumbles but Genie knew
they all needed at least a little rest. "I'll help you guys
out." He told them. "Everyone get comfy!" Then he sprinkled his
friends with Mr. Sandman's Sleeping Dust. Within seconds
everyone was fast asleep.

**************************


By ten the next morning everyone in the palace was up. Himeko
was still begging to go along for the duel but Hikari would hear
none of it. "We'll fill you in as soon as we get back." Primera
told the child.

"How long does it take to get to the arena?" Jasmine wanted to
know.

"With the flying horses and Carpet? Maybe a minute?" Koutoku
said. He was nervous, even more so than the night before. A lot
was riding on this afternoon.

"I wonder if Mozenrotten will even show up?'" Umi thought
aloud.

"I think he will, he has been challenged." Hikari reasoned.

After some breakfast everyone gathered, ready to leave. "Better
early than late." Kaze shrugged hopping on her horse.

"Better to not have to go." Iago said, his mouth full of
waffles.

"You're going Iago." Jasmine said in a no-nonsense tone.

"C'mon, you think I really wanna see two grown men have a
teenage fight?" The bird shook his head.

"Do you think I want YOU living in my Palace?" Jasmine
retorted.

"Bring on the fight!" Iago changed his tune quickly.
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Mozenrath laid Hikaru out on a bed. He had to increase the
sleeping spell four times the strength he normally used. He had
never had to strengthen the spell at all, but it didn't surprise
him that he would have to for Hikaru. Common spells at normal
strength just wouldn't do for a princess with a will so strong
that she had once been able to escape death. Hikaru's strong
will was one of the things that made her so appealing. The more
she resisted, the more Mozenrath had to have her.
"The day she's under my complete control is going to be so
sweet," he said to himself. Then he laughed. That day would come
very soon. After the duel, Hikaru would have to stay with him
forever, under his control or not.

The next morning, Hikaru stirred in her sleep. She had just
had a nightmare about being under Mozenrath's control, and being
forced to kill Aladdin and Mamoru herself, and then having to do
a hundred algebra problems.
Hikaru felt someone stroking her hair. Then, someone's lips
against her own, kissing her in a dominant sort of way. Her eyes
shot open.
"Cut it out!" she snapped, when Mozenrath broke the kiss.
"And leave my hair alone!"
"Good morning to you, too," Mozenrath said.
"Were you in here ALL night?" Hikaru demanded.
"Wouldn't you like to know," Mozenrath said with a wicked
glint in his eyes.
"Uhh," Hikaru said, feeling properly desterbed, now,
"actually, you keep that matter to yourself. I DON'T want to
know!"
Mozenrath had actually left the Princess alone, while she
slept. There was no point in watching her sleep, since the spell
had to be removed by him before she could wake up. "It's
nine-thirty," he said. "Are you ready for this afternoon?"
"YEs," Hikaru said, "I'm SO ready to be rid of YOU!" She
tried to sit up, but found she couldn't move because of the
chains.
Mozenrath helped her sit up. "I don't see how you're going to
get rid of me when I'll win the duel." He kissed Hikaru on the
lips, again.
"Stop that!" Hikaru said, disgusted. "What gives you the
right..."
"I'm in control, and you're not," Mozenrath said. "Learn to
live with it!"
"You'll lose..." Hikaru began.
"Just wait," Mozenrath said.

Hikaru and Mozenrath had arrived, along with the frozen
Aladdin and Mamoru, at the Seiryuu Arena an hour and a half
later. The place was packed with people ready to watch some
action.
Hikaru scanned the crowd, trying to see if she could spot any
of her friends. So far, she saw Moeagaru and Iago. Moeagaru was
laying into some woman with wild blue hair. Hmmm...what was that
about?
She looked around a bit more, and thought she noticed
Jasmine, Genrou, Genie...yes! They were all here! Hikaru didn't
see Himeko, though, and was kind of relieved at this. She didn't
want the young moon princess to be exposed to such violence at
such a young age.
Hikaru looked around some more, and thought she saw Kikiyo.
Hikaru had not seen Kikiyo since she healed the ice witch's
heart. Kikiyo had wanted to travel, and Hikaru knew they'd cross
paths again someday.
Hikaru was sitting in a special section of the Arena. Mamoru
and Aladdin were on either side of her, and she was sure
everybody could see her from where they were.
Suddenly, Mozenrath came up alongside her. "How bout a kiss
for luck?" he said. "Not that I'll need it, or anything."
"Go drown yourself," Hikaru snapped.
"Awww..." Mozenrath said, mockingly. "I know you don't mean
that." He bent down and stole another kiss.

When Jasmine, Koutoku, the Four Princesses and the rest of
the group arrived at the Arena, they hurried to find good seats.
"Not that we want to watch all the voilence, or anything,"
Hanako said, "but we don't have much of a choice."
"Yeah," Genrou said, "we have to be supportive of Koutoku."
"I'm going to beat him," Koutoku said. "Good always
triumphs."
"Moeagaru," Jasmine said, "where are you going? And where did
Iago fly off to?"
"I need to walk around a bit," Moeagaru said, "and I think
that feather-brain wandered over to the betting booth. Our
friends are in trouble, and he wants to place bets!"
"Don't get lost," Hikari said. She, herself, was on her way
to another part of the Arena where she had seen a familiar face.

"Kikiyo!" Hikari caught up to the young sorceress.
"Hello, Hikari-san," Kikiyo said quietly.
"I didn't expect to see you here," Hikari said.
"I am living in the Southern part of Kutou, now," Kikiyo
explained. "The news of the duel has gotten around fast. All the
people involved, Hikaru, Mozenrath, Aladdin, Koutoku...are
well-known, or at least have a ring to their names. Not to
mention the whole thing with Seiryuu. This entire quadrent of
the world depends on the outcome of today's duel. I don't think
there will be many people out on the streets, today. I, myself,
felt a need to be here. Mozenrath is a life-ruiner. He doesn't
care about anything except getting what he wants. I should
know..."
Hikari nodded.
"And now," Kikiyo continued, "he is manipulating several
lives at once. Hikaru could very well have killed me, but she
didn't. She saw that there was still some good in me. I want to
repay her for that, but there is nothing I can do until after
the duel. Except, offer moral support. Hikaru, Mamoru, Aladdin
and Koutoku...all of them really need their friends' support
right now. All our love combined will be on Prince Koutoku's
side and help him win."

Moeagaru walked through the stadium, and sure enough, she had
guessed right.
"500 gold pieces on the Prince," Iago was saying.
"I'll bet 20 thousand against him," said a woman with blue
hair. Moeagaru recognized her as Ryoko, the woman Iago had met
at the Tenshi Inn and had gambled with.
"Am I hearing correctly?" Moeagaru demanded. "Are you betting
on the villian?"
"Hey," Ryoko said, "I don't care who wins. But, that sorcerer
seems more powerful, and could kick Prince Koutoku's butt. I
can't risk losing money, so I bet on the side I think is gonna
win."
"You two-faced double agent flusie!" Moeagaru seethed.
"What did you call me?" Ryoko demanded.
"My best friend is being held prisoner by a madman! Her
boyfriend and one of her closest friends are human ice
sculptures! Today determines whether or not they can return home
to their happy lives, and not to mention the fate of YOUR
country! And you don't CARE about the outcome?"
"I only look out for me," Ryoko said, "and none of this
really has any effect on me. Except that Mozenrath better win
now, because I have a lot of money riding on him."
Moeagaru was ready to explode. She was too mad to just shoot
a fireball at this selfish sorry excuse for a human being.
Moeagaru raised up her hand and slapped Ryoko smartly across
the face. "How dare you basically spit in the faces of my
friends! As of now, we are sworn enemies." She grabbed Iago.
"Hey!" Iago protested, "I just wanted to make one more bet!"
Ryoko watched the red-haired princess walk off. "This means
war, girlie," she said, putting a hand to her now stinging
cheek.

Kiyone and Mihoshi walked into the stadium. Not too far from
the betting booth, some vendors were set up.
"Ooh!" Mihoshi said, "Kiyone, I wanna get some souvineers!"
"We are not here to go shopping," Kiyone said stiffly, "we're
here to support our country, and the side of justice. Come on!
The seats are filling up fast."
"But look!" Mihoshi said, pointing to a table, "they've got
Princess Hikaru plushies, Princess Hikaru wall scrolls, fashion
dolls, action figures, and even a Manga series! And you can get
all five princesses for a discount price! Each one comes dressed
in armour, and has one set of civilian's clothes! And look at
this Mozenrath action figure! Comes complete with slimy flying
eel, a crystal ball so he can spy on Hikaru, and a 100 ways to
kill a street rat book! I gotta collect them all!"
"We don't have time!" Kiyone said, as she grabbed Mihoshi's
arm and dragged her away from the merchandise.
"But I didn't get to check out Mermaid Umi, or the Mamoru
doll! I need him for the Hikaru doll I already have! Come on,
Kiyone, please?"

Moeagaru returned to the others.
Jasmine noticed the angered look in the girl's eyes. "Did
something happen?" she asked.
"I just met the most selfish shallow person alive!" Moeagaru
seethed. "I'm so mad, I could...ooh! I'm TICKED!"
"Ryoko was betting against Koutoku," Iago said. "It's one
thing to place bets, but that dame was either very stupid, or
very drunk."
"Can you believe that sicko!" Moeagaru's anger was now
directed at Mozenrath. He and Hikaru had exchanged a few words,
before he leaned down and stole a kiss.
"He'll pay for that," Yusuke said, "along with everything
else he's done! I'll..." Yusuke looked straight ahead.
"Hikaru..." he whispered.

Mozenrath prepared himself for the duel. Just five more
minutes. He looked back at Hikaru. The Princess was in deep
consintration. Let her talk to her little friends. Now, it was
too late for anybody to do anything. Koutoku was already on the
other side of the ring, and Mozenrath was sure Hikaru wasn't
connecting with him. He didn't have that look of consintration
like she did. Mozenrath smiled wickedly, and turned his
attention back toward his opponent.

"Older brother!" Hikaru said mentally.
"Hikaru!" he thought back.
"I heard your messages to me yesterday," Hikaru thought. "So
like you to send me your love, and remind me to be strong, when
there's nothing else you can do."
"I wanted to at least help you stay strong, Little Sister,"
Yusuke thought back.
"You are so good to me, Brother, dear," Hikaru thought. "I
feel so much better just talking to you right now."
"We'll see each other after the duel," Yusuke thought, "and
Mamoru and Aladdin will be with us, too. And we'll all have ice
cream and play OUtburst again."
"That sounds lovely," Hikaru said. "I am looking forward to
it. Big Brother, there is something I need to share with you.
You know that Mozenrath has pursued me, since he discovered me
after I eliminated his sand storm he sent with intent of
crushing the Agrabah palace. You also know that he has kidnapped
me several times...some of his tactics are very unique."
"Mozenrath was always like that," Yusuke thought. "Whatever
it takes to get what he wants..."
"I want to share my memories with you, Brother," Hikaru
thought. "He is sadistic and relentless. Look directly at my
memories."
Yusuke looked at the memories Hikaru allowed him to see. He
saw Hikaru's first encounter with Mozenrath. He saw Mozenrath
appear in Hikaru's bedroom, and create a sand serpent to get
away. Mozenrath had appeared right in Hikaru's bedroom several
times, as well as acted as a Prince Jedeite in order to get to
her. Mozenrath had abducted everyone, with Hikaru being last,
had slapped her, then threw her into a snake pit. And that
wasn't the last time he had slapped or manhandled Hikaru.
Now, Yusuke was looking at Hikaru's memories from the last 24
hours.
"He'll pay!" Yusuke growled. "How dare anyone treat my sister
the way he did!"
"Yusuke?" Moeagaru and Jasmine looked at him.
"Hikaru just showed me her memories," Yusuke said. "I did see
how Aladdin has been there for my sister, though."
"Their friendship is something special," Jasmine admitted.
"They have a lot of the same qualities, and understand each
other quite well."
"I will have to thank your husband for being so good to my
sister," Yusuke said. "But after I injure that sadistic wizard.
I'll break every bone in his body..."
"You'll have to take a number," Moeagaru fumed. "I saw some
of the stuff he did to her as it happened. He even had her under
his control once, but Hikaru probably didn't have that among her
memories."
Yousuke shook his head. "There was, however, something about
flowers, then she woke up in Mamoru's arms."
"That was the time," Jasmine said.
Kiyone and Mihoshi walked up to the group. Mihoshi was
carrying several parcels.
"Mind if we sit here?" Kiyone asked. "All the other seats are
filled up."
"I'm sorry," Mihoshi whined, "but I had to add these to my
collection!" She set the parcels down.
"Ooh! Look!" Kaze pulled out her own action figure. "And I
even come with the dress Jasmine gave me!"
"Jasmine," Sadira said, "look at your doll! It's so pretty!"
Jasmine smiled.
"Why did you get a Mozenrath figure?" Iago asked.
"So I could play with my dolls," Mihoshi said, "but don't
worry, they beat him up pretty bad."
"Ooh!" Umi pulled out a wall scroll. "Look! It's a photo of
all the Princesses, in front of Hikaru's castle! Then it has
smaller photos of each of the other four kingdoms, one on each
corner!"
"Can I borrow this?" Genie asked, pulling out one of the
Manga, "I haven't read it yet."
"Sure," Mihoshi said. Genie started reading.

Finally, it was time for the duel to begin.
"You can use any magic or magic items you have," the referee
said. "Fighting the mortal way is acceptable, too, but no
tearing off pieces of the stadium and using them as weapons.
Remember, if you are down, or outside the ring for more than ten
seconds, you lose. The winner gains control of Seiryuu. Now,
when I blow this whistle, you may start dueling."
Mozenrath and Koutoku started toward each other. Mozenrath
was looking unusually calm and serene.
"You just wait until that whistle," Koutoku said.
"I'm waiting in anticipation," Mozenrath said.
"We'll see if you are still as calm after I get through with
you," Koutoku said, between clenched teeth.
"I think I will be," Mozenrath said. "And I think we can both
walk out of here without a scratch."
"What are you getting at?" Koutoku demanded.
"I know your little secret," Mozenrath taunted.
"What secret?"
"You really like Hikaru, don't you?"
"How did you..." Koutoku was genuinely surprised.
"You shouldn't say such things out loud, if you don't want
people to hear them. You never know when someone's watching
through a crystal ball."
"I..." Koutoku started to say.
"Since I'm such a nice guy," Mozenrath said, "I'll make a
deal with you."
"What kind of deal?"
"It's very simple. Lose the match, and I'll let you have
Hikaru. Mamoru will still be on ice, so you can make your move.
Then you and she will be together forever."
Suddenly, the whistle blew.

The audience was shocked to see that neither man jumped to make
the first move. They stood a few feet apart just staring at each
other. The crowd had not heard Mozenrath's proposal. Now Koutoku
was tossing the idea around in his head. It was insane! Did
Mozenrath really think him so heartless and selfish? Lives were
at risk here and people were counting on him. He wanted Hikaru
to be happy, and he knew she was happiest with Mamoru.

"I don't make deals with the devil." Koutoku retorted calmly.
No sooner than the words left his mouth he was jolted by a blast
from the sorcerer. Koutoku fought back with his music. He hit a
note that would paralyze Mozenrath. Seeing that it worked
Koutoku rushed forward to push Mozenrath out of the ring. But
Mozenrath somehow broke out of the spell and met Koutoku's
onslaught with a hard punch. By now the crowd was going wild,
both the fighters could hear their names called. Koutoku ducked
down, playing hurt - just long enough to slide his right leg
around and trip his advisari.

From her place in the stands Jasmine nervously twisted her
amulet. She couldn't seem to keep her eyes on the fight. She
kept glancing over to visually check on Hikaru. The young girl
sat still, her face tense. Jasmine's eyes fell on her beloved
husband. Did he have any idea what was going on? Could he hear
things? Was he all right? Jasmine wished she knew....and she
wished she could somehow help Prince Koutoku. Beside her Genie
broke her train of thought with an amused exclamation. He was
still reading the manga. She turned toward her friend unable to
keep the anger out of her eyes. "Genie!"

"Sorry!" Genie quickly put the book away.

"C'mon Koutoku!!" Iago screamed.

"Arg!" Moeagaru covered one ear. "Can you BE any louder?" She
demanded.

"Hey, I got money riding on this, toots." Iago replied, not
taking his gaze away from the action.

"DON'T call me 'toots'!" Moeagaru warned.


Down in the battle ring Mozenrath had just brought Koutoku down
to his knees with a powerful zap. "Eat dirt." Mozenrath laughed
as the Prince's face neared the ground. That gave Koutoku an
idea. He let himself go just a little lower and grabbed a
handful of sand. He let out a false moan of pain. Then he shot
up and threw the dirt at Mozenrath's eyes.

"Good idea, try some!" Koutoku shouted. The sorcerer was
momentarily blinded and taken back.

"You will not win!" Mozenrath seethed. He used his magic to
lift Prince
Koutoku off the ground about 7 feet and then let him drop. The
fall knocked the wind out of him, but Koutoku got back up.


"I love this Aladdin figure. He's sooo cute! And did you see
the tiny sword he came with?" Mihoshi was saying to Kiyone. The
other girl didn't answer. "I wish I could be a toy..." She went
on. "Don't you think that would be awesome? Like a Barbarella
doll!"

"Excuse me," Iago said politely. "Could you just....SHUT UP!?"
Mihoshi looked crushed for a moment but then kept right on
babbling about the action figures. "Some people..." the bird
muttered. "Get him where it hurts, Koutoku!!" He shrieked,
flapping his wings for emphasis.

"I'm going to the powder room." Umi announced, standing up.

"You mean the toilet?" Kaze asked.

"Yeah..." Umi gave her friend a look. Kaze hopped up to go
along.

"You're just gonna get up and leave?" Moeagaru questioned,
looking up at them both.

"Well, we didn't think messing ourselves right here would be
very appropriate." Kaze retorted.

"Can I go too?" Moeagaru asked after thinking it over for a
second. It was hard to watch the battle with so much at stake.
She was already very tense.

"I better go, as well." Sadira spoke up.

"Why do girls always go to the bathroom in groups?" Iago
wanted to know.

"Why do parrots ask stupid questions?" Jasmine snapped.

Koutoku raised his flute and used a high-pitched note to stun
Mozenrath. The wizard stepped back but tried to regain his
composure. His eyes met his enemy's. Then Mozenrath made a fist
at the prince and Koutoku started to feel the pressure all over
his body. It was as if he was being squeezed to death. He gasped
for air and struggled against Mozenrath's invisible grip.

Ryoko watched the two with delight. Soon, she'd become very
rich. "Get him!" she shouted, "squeeze the royal snot out of
him!...OUCH!" Ryoko felt a powerful jolt hit her in the back of
the head. She turned to see the red-haired sorceress, Lina
Inverse. Lina had just shot a lightning bolt.
"Come off it, Ryoko," Lina said, angrily. "That's a friend of
a friend up there!"
"Who cares?" Ryoko said, "I'm about to be the richest woman
in Kutou. YEAH! Go Mozenrath!"
Lina sent another bolt of lightning that knocked the
two-faced fluzie on the ground.

Mozenrath laughed. "Face it, Flute Boy," he said, "you're
only second rate. Hikaru's better off with me! Even Aladdin and
Mamoru couldn't protect her."
"This...isn't...over..." Koutoku struggled against the
pressure.
"I can fix that," Mozenrath said, bringing Koutoku down to
the ground.

Jasmine and the others watched intensely from their seats.
"Koutoku!" Iago shouted, "get with the program!"
Moeagaru clamped Iago's beak shut.
Mihoshi got out a Koutoku and a Mozenrath action figure, and
started dueling with them. "Die, Flute Boy!" she said, in a
masculine voice. "No! This isn't over! I will beat you and save
everybody!" she said in a different masculine voice.
"Would you stop!" Kiyone said. She was tense from the
situation in the ring, and Mihoshi wasn't helping matters. "This
isn't the time or the place!"
"Anytime is time for fun!" Mihoshi said.
Kiyone just rolled her eyes and turned back to the fight.

Hikaru watched from her seat. Koutoku was on the ground, now,
and the referee was counting. "One...two..."
"No..." Hikaru whispered.
"Three...four..."

"This is it," Ryoko said excitedly. Lina threatened her with
another lightning bolt.

Jasmine and Moeagaru were watching intently. Neither wanted
to see Koutoku lose, but they couldn't look away, either.
"Die! Die! Die!" Mihoshi was saying, as she played with the
figures. Kiyone swatted her hard.

"Five...six..." the sky grew dark.
Mozenrath was delighted. "It won't be long, now," he said.

"Seven...eight..."
Hikaru had to do something! "Koutoku!" she shouted. "Give it
everything you've got! You can't let Mozenrath win! Millions of
people are counting on you!"

"Nine..." the referee stopped short. "Oh, it looks like
Prince Koutoku is struggling back to his feet!"
Indeed, Prince Koutoku took Hikaru's advice. With all his
strength, he reached for his flute and played some ear-splitting
notes.
"Aargh!" Mozenrath cried, putting both hands over his ears.
"You're not playing fair!"
Koutoku continued to play the flute, this time, changing the
notes. Mozenrath staggered. The notes from the flute had done
something strange to his brain, and he couldn't keep his
balance. As he struggled against the hold Koutoku had over him,
Koutoku did a kirate-kick, sending Mozenrath flying out of the
ring.

In the stands, everybody held their breath.

"Koutoku will win..." Hikaru whispered. "I have to believe
that.

"You got lucky that time," Mozenrath said, approaching the
ring, when the referee got to seven. "But I'm not beaten that
easily.
Koutoku played some musical notes. They created a barrier in
front of Mozenrath, so he could not get back in the ring.

"Nine..."
Jasmine and the others were so tense, they were like rocks.
"Take that, Mozenrath!" Mihoshi said, making her Koutoku
action figure swat the Mozenrath figure.

Ryoko cursed loud enough for people to hear. Lina zapped her
with another lightning bolt.

Hikaru held her breath. Mozenrath was getting angry, and
might break the barrier soon. Hikaru wasn't sure how long it
would hold.
"Ten!" the referee called.
All at once, the sky got light again. Hikaru's chains
disappeared. She looked to her left, and to her right.
"Aladdin! Mamo-chan!" she cried. She was so overcome with
relief, that she fell to her knees. "Thank goodness it's
over..." she said.
"Hikaru?" Aladdin said. "Where are we?"
"Koutoku-san just beat Mozenrath in the duel. The country of
Kutou is safe, and we can all return to our lives, and have ice
cream!"
"Uhh..." Mamoru said, "for some reason, I don't want ice
cream right now."
"How bout steak, then?" Hikaru said, "Moe-chan loves steak!"
"That sounds good," Aladdin said. The three walked off to
join their friends.

Mozenrath was furious. "Do you really think winning the duel
is going to keep your friends safe?" Now that the barrier was
gone, Mozenrath advanced on Hikaru, who was walking across the
ring with Aladdin and Mamoru.
But before Mozenrath could get anywhere near the three, he
found himself face-to-face with a very angry Yusuke.
"Yusuke!" he said, trying to ignore the prince's fury. "Long
time no see!"
"Shut up!" Yusuke growled. He sent a ball of energy directly
at Mozenrath, sending the wizard flying. Mozenrath landed with a
thud. Yusuke approached him, and pinned both arms behind his
back. "I could easily kill you," he said.
"You know you can't..." Mozenrath said, trying to hide the
fact that Yusuke was scaring him a bit.
"Death is too good for you," Yusuke said, twisting
Mozenrath's arm more. "How DARE you even touch one hair on my
sister's head! How DARE you!"
Mozenrath screamed in pain. "Please! Don't..."
"Stay away from my sister!" Yusuke said, yanking up
Mozenrath's left arm until he heard a snap. Mozenrath screamed
in pain. "Let that be a reminder of what could happen next time
you go near Hikaru or anyone she remotely likes." Yusuke left
Mozenrath on the ground, and walked back to the others.
A few minutes later, a blue-haired woman walked up to the
sorcerer, and gave him a swift kick. "You just cost me 20
thousand gold pieces!" she shouted. "Thanks to you, I'm broke! I
was sure you would win! Fight better next time!"
Ryoko walked away angrily.

When Hikaru, Mamoru and Aladdin got back to the others, it
was a happy and tearful reunion. Even Iago had to wipe a tear
away.
Kikiyo walked up to the group. "I'm so glad you're safe, Ai
no Senshi," she said.
"Kikiyo?" Hikaru did not know yet that Kikiyo lived in Kutou,
now.
"Kikiyo came for moral support," Hikari said.
Hikaru looked back at the ring, where the now-wounded
Mozenrath was lying. Lina Inverse was laying into him, now.
"I have a score to settle," Hikaru said, as she headed out to
the ring.
"Hikaru!" Moeagaru said, "that madman had you prisoner for a
day! Don't make it two!"
"Does he look in any condition to do anything to me right
now?" Hikaru said. "Besides, he's about to get exactly what he
deserves." Hikaru walked off.

"And if I EVER see you in Kutou again," Lina was shouting at
the sorcerer, "I'll stuff your sorry carcus full of my
lightning!"
Mozenrath decided he did not like redheads at all.
Hikaru walked up alongside Lina.
"I can take over from here," she said calmly.
Lina stepped far enough back for Hikaru to do what she needed
to do, but close enough to come to the princess's aid if
Mozenrath tried anything.
"Hikaru..." Mozenrath said.
"DON'T speak my name! Don't speak to me! Just don't say a
word!" Hikaru was furious, and about to give Mozenrath just what
he deserved.
"I don't think you would kick someone around after they'd
already been beaten," Mozenrath said.
"I said nothing about kicking.But, you're about to be
myserable!"
"What're you gonna..."
"You'll see," Hikaru smiled mischieviously, before reciting
some magic words and waving a hand over Mozenrath.
Mozenrath disappeared, and Hikaru walked back to her friends.

That night, at Koutoku's palace, everybody sat around,
talking.
"Hikaru," Jasmine smiled, "that's your third bowl of ice
cream. Don't overdo it!"
"But I hardly ate anything in the last 24 hours," Hikaru
protested.
"But two steaks, half a loaf of bread, two pieces of cake,
and now..."
"Hey, you were a teenager once," Hikaru said. "I'm still
growing."
Everybody laughed.
"Hey, Hikaru," Aladdin asked. "What exactly was that spell
you put on Mozenrath?"
"Oh, that? It garuntees that the person you cast it on will
get the worst punishment possible. I didn't put a lot of energy
into it, though, I just wanted Psycho Wizard Boy out of my life,
even if just for a few weeks."
"I wonder what the worst punishment for Mozenrath would be,"
Mamoru said, "Yusuke already broke his arm."
"Maybe he has to do math with a broken arm," Hikaru said.
"I'm curious, now," Kaze said.
"Yes," Moeagaru said, "I'd like to watch that sicko suffer."
Umi smiled. "I can arrange that." She took out her mirror.
"Show me Mozenrath," she said, holding up the mirror for
everyone to see.
"Ah, priceless!" Hikaru said, between giggles. "That WOULD be
his worst punishment.
"It looks like a tornado blew through his castle," Iago said.
"Anything's possible, with the spell Hikaru used," Genie
said.
"And chained to Kiba-Okami," Umi laughed.
"You should have heard them yesterday," Hikaru said. "They
sounded like a couple of kindergartners."

"If you hadn't barged in the way you did," Mozenrath was
saying, "then Hikaru couldn't have used her telepathy, and I'd
still have her!"
"Then it's a good thing I came when I did," Kiba-Okami said,
"Now I can have her!"
"Not as long as you're chained to me!" Mozenrath said, "I
wouldn't let a flea-bitten, drooling mutt like you even get the
chance to look at her!"
"She's too good for you!" Kiba-Okami snapped back, "at least
I wasn't beaten by a wimpy musician,"
"You would have been," Mozenrath said, "A dog's hearing is
more sensative than a human's."
"But Yusuke wouldn't have broken my arm so easily!"
"You didn't deny being a dog," Mozenrath said.
Kiba-Okami punched Mozenrath's injured arm.
"Aaah!" Mozenrath screamed, then zapped Kiba-Okami.
"You could never win a fist-fight," Kiba-Okami said. "You're
just a wimp who hides behind his power."
"You're just jealous, because you don't have any real magic.
Just those k-9 powers of yours, and common magic that any mortal
can get if they know where to get it."
"You're just jealous because Hikaru wants me!" Kiba-Okami
said. "I'm a real man!"
"I'm more of a man than you are, mutt!" Mozenrath said.
"Don't call me a mutt, you sissy wimp!"
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami. "Watch it, fur face," he said.

Back at Koutoku's palace, everybody watched the scene in
Umi's mirror.
"Worst punishment, huh?" Genrou laughed.
"Did you ever see two villians act so childish..." Sadira
commented.
"How long are they stuck together, Hikaru?" Aladdin asked.
"Unfortunately, probably not for a super long time. But long
enough for us to get some peace and quiet for a bit."
"Now Mozenrath's trying to organize everything again, but
Kiba-okami's making that job impossible," Kaze said.

"If you're not going to help me clean up this mess, then at
least let me do it!" Mozenrath said.
"Yeah, right," Kiba-Okami said, taking a book from Mozenrath
and throwing it across the room. "If I let you put everything
back where it goes, then you'll be able to get to Hikaru before
me." He kicked a pile of scrolls, scattering them all over the
place.
"Do you mind!" Mozenrath said, zapping Kiba-Okami. "I just
organized those!"
"I know," Kiba-Okami smiled.
Mozenrath picked up a pile of books, with the intent of
putting them in their proper order. Kiba-Okami grabbed the
sorcerer's arm, to keep him from doing so.
"Don't touch me!" Mozenrath said, thrusting the books at
Kiba-Okami, "I don't want your fleas!"
"I don't have fleas!" Kiba-Okami said.
"You have millions of them!"
"Well, at least I prefer girls."
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami again.
"Stop doing that!" Kiba-Okami whined.
"Then stop existing!" Mozenrath retorted.
"Shut up!" Kiba-Okami said.

A few days later, back in Agrabah, the five princesses were
out in the garden, when Aladdin and Jasmine came out.
"We have an announcement," Jasmine said. "Since you've all
studied so hard, and been through a lot this summer, we've
decided to have a game day."
"We'll have different contests, and Genie even agreed to
bring in something called Kareoke," Aladdin said.
"Ooh!" Hikaru said, "I know what that is! I love kareoke!"
"What is it?" Aladdin asked.
"It's where you sing to music from different songs. I love to
sing."
The five princesses were very excited. This game day
certainly would be fun, and a nice break from studying and
fighting villains.

