Adventures in Agrabah Part 13 - Enter Kiba-Okami Part 1

"Nice shot, Hikaru!" Jasmine said. It was Saturday morning,
and Hikaru was practicing her archery.
"Thanks," Hikaru said, "I've had a lot of practice with
aiming, lately."
Jasmine nodded. It seemed Hikaru and the other princesses
always had to fight some monster or another lately. If Jasmine
had known, years ago, what fourteen-year-old Hikaru would have
to deal with, perhaps she, Jasmine, wouldn't have complained
about her own life as a princess so much. But, then she wouldn't
have met Aladdin, either.
"Can I go to the Market Place now?" Hikaru asked. "Umi,
Moeagaru and Kaze are already there."
"Not yet," Jasmine said. "I want to see how well you shoot
from ten feet further."
"Ten feet?" Hikaru whined. "Usually, you make me go back two
feet at a time."
"And you almost always hit the bullseye every time," Jasmine
said. "I want to give you a bit more of a challenge."
Hikaru stepped back ten feet and took aim. The arrow hit,
just to the right of the bullseye.
"See?" Jasmine said. "You were awfully close."
Hikaru shot another arrow, splitting the last one she shot.
She re-loaded the bow, this time, moving it left a bit. The
arrow hit the bullseye this time. "Woo hoo!" Hikaru couldn't
help shouting.

At the market place, Hikaru joined her friends, along with
Hikari.
"How did archery go?" Umi asked.
"Jasmine had me go back a whole ten feet," Hikaru said. "I
think tomorrow, she might have me shooting that target from atop
the palace."
Umi, Kaze and Moeagaru laughed.
"Don't be silly," Hikari said, "that would be too dangerous."
"Well, you never know when one might need to shoot an arrow
from that far back," Hikaru said.
"This is true," Hikari said, "but that's during a battle, not
during practice."
The group walked on. "Ooh!" Hikaru cried. "Look at that cute
fan!" She pointed to a pink and white fan.
"I was noticing the blue one next to it," Umi said, "it
reminds me of the ocean!"
The four girls hurried to the display, with Hikari following.
As Hikari followed the girls, she noticed something out of
the corner of her eye.
"No..." she said. "It can't be..."
When Hikari stopped to get a better look, her fears were
confirmed. In a side alley, she spotted about five or six wolves
grouped around a man who had very wolf-like features.
"Kiba-Okami..." she whispered, and hurried to join the others.
She must get them safely within the palace walls at least until
after Aladdin and Jasmine were informed of this enemy.

After Hikari and the princesses returned to the palace,
Hikari rushed to find the prince and princess. Rasoul rushed
past her, wearing an evening gown.
"Do I look fat in this?" he asked her.
Hikari didn't have time for this. "Primera!" she shouted. The
pink-haired fairy flew to her sister. "Change him back," she
said exasperated.
"But..." Primera began, but seeing the distressed look on
Hikari's face, she tapped Rasoul, changing him back.

Hikari found Aladdin and Jasmine in the throne room, with the
Sultan, Iago and Himeko. Himeko was helping the sultan build
some kind of miniature kingdom with some of his toys.
"Hikari," Aladdin said, noticing the worried look on the
light fairy's face. "Is something wrong?"
Hikari nodded. "Iago, why don't you and Princess Himeko go
find a snack in the kitchen," she said.
The two hurried off to the kitchen.
"I don't want Himeko to hear what I'm about to tell you,"
Hikari said. "It might give her nightmares."
"What is it?" the Sultan asked. "Is Princess Hikaru all
right?"
"Princess Hikaru is fine," Hikari assured him. "But I spotted
an old enemy in the market place."
Jasmine gasped.
"This enemy was after Hikaru before," Hikari continued. "When
Hikaru was eleven, she ran away from home, because her mother
wouldn't let her stay up past ten on a school night. Hikaru had
ventured into the woods, and strayed off the path after dark.
Kiba-Okami spotted her. HE had heard of the Princess's strong
powers. Plus, he has a thing for princesses with blonde hair and
blue eyes. He had captured Hikaru, and held her prisoner. Mamoru
had saved Hikaru from this demented beast, but Kiba-san still
continued to pursue our princess, especially since she has
gotten older. He could very well have followed her scent to
Agrabah."
"Oh, my," the Sultan said. "What does this Kiba-Okami look
like?"
"Well," Hikari said, "he is part man, part wolf. When he is
in human form, he has very wolf-like features. And, he can take
on the form of a wolf. He usually has a pack of wolves that
travel with him, but when he is in wolf form, he can be spotted
among them as the bigger and more fierce wolf."
"He sounds dangerous," Jasmine said.
"I got the princesses back to the palace soon after I
discovered he was here. He's after Hikaru, and we must keep her
safe, and drive Kiba-Okami away."
"Yes," the Sultan agreed. "They must be driven away."

"We certainly can't have wolves roaming around Agrabah."
Jasmine stated. "How do we drive them away?"

"I'm afraid there aren't many options." Hikari said.
"Kiba-Okami is persistent. He must be defeated."

"We can handle it." Aladdin said with confidence.

"But all we have is you, Genie, and my amulet." Jasmine
challenged. "What if that's not enough?"

"Nonsense." The Sultan said, sitting up straighter on his
throne. "Agrabah does have an army of guards. Perhaps they
should handle it."

"With all due respect your Highness, I do think Aladdin and
Jasmine would stand a better chance." Hikari said pointedly.

"Hey," Hikaru smiled at the small group as she walked in. They
all looked her way and tried to smile. Apparently they weren't
very convincing. "What's going on?"

"Nothing at all." Hikari squeaked. Hikaru still looked unsure.

"Well, we were just thinking...maybe you girls should spend
more free time here." Jasmine said softly. She knew how she must
sound, but it was for Hikaru's safety.

"But we're here all the time." Hikaru objected.

"So is the Sultan." Hikari pointed out. "That's what it's like
to be a ruler. You need to start getting used to it."

"I never left the Palace before I was 16." Jasmine told her.
She left out how boring and stifling that period of her life had
been.

"Am I being punished?" Hikaru asked, with a worried look.

"No, of course not." Aladdin jumped in.

"It's just....dangerous out there." Hikari said.

"I went out today, and I'm fine." Hikaru argued.

"You are best off here." Jasmine reasoned. "Think of all the
times Mozenrath has gotten you because you were out somewhere."

"And hey, we'll be here too. I promise you won't be lonely."
Aladdin added.

*************************

Up in her room Hikaru complained to Moeagaru about the sudden
change of rules. "Can you believe it? It's like I'm five or
something. They should know I can take care of myself."

"It is rotten to be so limited." Moeagaru nodded. "But I guess
they have a point. You know they want what's best."

Hikaru hugged a stuffed animal. "Why now?" She wondered.

"Maybe they know something you don't?" Moeagaru guessed with
a shrug. "Hey maybe they'll even forget about it by next week.
Don't take it so hard until they really put what they said into
action."

"Going to the Market Place is the most fun I have." Hikaru
whined. She flopped back on her bed with a sigh.

Kiba-Okami hid in a side alley. He had followed Hikaru's scent
to this place, and his original plan was to grab her while she
was in the market place. However, he had not gotten that chance
for the rest of the day. He had seen that pesky fairy, Hikari,
look right at him. He should have sent one of his wolves after
her when he had the chance.
Two wolves approached, carrying several different food items.
Kiba-Okami began greedily devouring the food. "All this waiting
around gives me an appitite," he said. "But after I capture
Hikaru, it will be worth the wait. Only a golden-haired princess
with power enough to rule the universe is good enough for me.
I'll wait until nightfall, and go directly to the palace. No
doubt they think she's safe, there. That'll be the perfect
chance. I just hope I don't run into that red-haired pyro."
Kiba-Okami was usually pretty fearless. Nothing at all scared
him, or intimidated him. Except, that is, for a flame.
Kiba-Okami was terrified of fire. If Moeagaru showed up, she
wouldn't hesitate to use a fireball or two on him.
"I'll just wait for Hikaru to be alone," he decided. He
finished eating the food, and started preparing for his attack
on the palace.

Aladdin, Jasmine and the Sultan were in the throan room, when
Rasoul had burst in with news about a raid at the Market Place.
"The wolves just ransacked several food carts," Rasoul said.
"They were much too fast for me."
"Did you see anything else?" Aladdin asked.
"No," Rasoul said, "we lost them pretty quick."
"Do you know if anybody was hurt?" Jasmine wanted to know.
"They only seemed to be after the food, Your Highness,"
Rasoul stated.
"Still," the Sultan said, "we can't have random acts of crime
like this."
"It sounds to me like Kiba-Okami was behind the raid,"
Aladdin observed. "You didn't see a man, by any chance, with
wolf-like features, did you?"
"If I saw anything as unusual as that," Rasoul grumbled, "I
would have mentioned it."
"This wolf demon needs to be stopped," the Sultan re-stated
the problem. "We know he's after Hikaru..."
"Just what are you implying?" Jasmine demanded.
"Nothing like that, dearest," the Sultan said. "But we're
going to have to fight him. We need to come up with a plan..."
Suddenly, the group heard a strange alarm. Aladdin looked out
the door, and saw a pink light that looked to be some sort of
distress signal.
"I think Hikaru's in trouble," he guessed.

Hikaru entered the library. If there was one good thing about
having to stay in the palace, it was that she would have more
time to read romances.
"I know something isn't right," she whispered. "I can sense
it. But what is it they won't tell me?"
Hikaru looked through the romances, and decided on one called
"Emily Goes To Exiter." Looking at the book's summary, she saw
it was about a group of travelers who were stuck at an Inn
because of the heavy snow. "And an ex housekeeper who inherrited
a large sum of money from her late master. Now she wants to
travel. Cool!"
Hikaru sat down to read the book. She was well into it, and
to the part where the ex-housekeeper had discovered that one of
the men on the stage coach was a Miss Emily Fremantle. She kind
of laughed at this, and thought of Aladdin as Sakura. "Of
course," she said to herself, "the people in this book probably
don't even know what a disguise pen is, and wouldn't know how to
use one if they saw it."
Suddenly, Hikaru heard a loud crash. She turned quickly, to
see one of her worst nightmares. "Kiba-Okami!" she gasped.
"Hello, Princess," he said, "it's been awhile."
Hikaru screamed, and ran for the door, but one of the wolves
blocked her path.
"You're not going anywhere," Kiba-Okami laughed. "Except with
me." HE advanced on her.
Hikaru panicked, but then she remembered...she had her
distress crystal. She pulled it out, and shouted, "Crystal
twinkle yell!" Within seconds, Aladdin, Jasmine, Moeagaru, Umi,
Kaze and Hanako burst into the room.

Aladdin focused on the pack of wolves that had surrounded
Hikaru. He told the girls to stand back and looked quickly
around the room for something to use against the beasts. Before
he could make a move Rasoul rushed in.

"You terrorized the market." He said in a low voice as he saw
the wolves. His face got red with anger and he started toward
the pack.

"Rasoul!" Aladdin called after him. "Wait a minute, you can't
just--"

"I'll take care of this MY way, boy." Rasoul spat. "I can
handle these animals." Then the guard practically dived at one
of the follower wolves. The wolf lashed out and bit him, then
two more piled on, viciously attacking Rasoul.

"No! Stop!" Jasmine ordered, but her words fell on deaf ears.
While the wolves were busy with Rasoul, Hikaru ran and hid
behind Moeagaru and Aladdin.

"I'll stop them." Moeagaru said forming a fire ball. At the
sight of the fire one of the wolves stopped, his eyes huge. He
growled to the other wolves and they finally let go of Rasoul.
Moeagaru threw the fire, right at the ring leader. It got his
tail and as it burned the pain sent him running out of the
palace. The other animals ran after him.

"Rasoul?" Jasmine stepped up to the guard. He was bleeding
quite a bit from several wounds. Jasmine motioned for Hikaru,
and the girl knew what to do. She healed Rasoul and within
seconds he was fine. As soon as it was clear he was okay
Moeagaru marched over to him. A deep frown creased her young
face.

"What were you thinking!?" She demanded, hands on hips. "What
a bonehead move! And if you hadn't been such an ego-manic we
could have handled it."

"I'm trained to react, not think." Rasoul responded.

"That's obvious." Aladdin muttered. With a glare at Aladdin
Rasoul left the room.

Kiba-Okami hid in the alley, nursing his tail. He would have
Hikaru, one way or the other. No red-haired pyro was going to
get in his way. HE shuddered, as he thought of Moeagaru's
fireballs.
"I hadn't counted on Hikaru's new toy," he mused. "I'll have
to act quicker next time."

"Was that what the sudden change of rules was all about?"
Hikaru asked.
Jasmine nodded.
"We didn't want to worry you," Aladdin said.
"I understand," Hikaru said. "Kiba-Okami has been after me
since I was eleven. He can be pretty scary."
"What does he want with you?" Jasmine asked, concern in her
voice.
"Probably heard of my strong powers," Hikaru said, "plus I
think he is kind of perverted."
The other four princesses nodded their agreement.
"The point is," Hikaru stated, "you can't keep me in the
palace and expect me to be safe. For one thing, you saw how much
good it did. And for another, Kiba-san is very determined. He
will not leave Agrabah until he has what he wants. What if he
ends up hurting an innocent by-stander?"
"Hikaru's right," Hanako said. "We have to fight Kiba-Okami
and drive him out of Agrabah."
"We know he's afraid of fire..." Moeagaru said, smiling a
bit.
"I don't think a flame will keep him away for long," Umi
said. "You'd have to set the whole kingdom on fire..."
"Over my dead body," Jasmine said.
"We're not going to burn down the kingdom," Moeagaru assured
her. "But fire may be one of the main resources for stopping
him."
"I can shoot a target from several feet away," Hikaru
offered.
"You're not going after him," Jasmine said.
"But it's my problem, and because of me, Kiba-san has already
caused enough terror."
"He would want you to go after him and try to defeat him,"
Hanako said.
"Let us take care of the sadistic beast," Kaze added. "It's
our job to protect you."
"But..." Hikaru began.
"We'll stop him," Aladdin said, "and make sure he never
returns."



Adventures in Agrabah Part 13 - Enter Kiba-Okami Part 2

"For now, I think it's a good idea that Hikaru not be alone.
Moeagaru, you need to stick with her. We know that beast hates
fire and right now that's our best defense." Aladdin stated.

"No problem." Moeagaru accepted.

"And at least for a few days, would you share Hikaru's room at
night?'" Jasmine brought up.

"Of course. I'll help any way I can."

"I really feel this is my responsibility." Hikaru said.

"I understand." Jasmine said truthfully. "But if you fought
him and he won....well there are too many people who love and
depend on you."

"Yeah, we are not about to have you risk your life." Kaze
chimed in.

"All right." Hikaru sighed.

***********************

That night most of the palace inhabitants gathered in the
relaxation room. Genie and Carpet were playing chess, Ferio and
Lantis were at the ping-pong table, Kaze was practicing her kick
ball skills, and Jasmine and Hikaru were each engrossed in a
book. The rest were deep in conversation.

"The peace in Agrabah has lasted over 100 years, not 80."
Aladdin argued with Iago.

"How would you know?" Iago snapped.

"Because, I can read." Aladdin shot back.

"Jafar once told me an estimate of 80 years - he probably was
there at the last major war. He was ancient enough." Iago
scoffed.

"Look at your source." Aladdin pointed out. "Jafar could never
be trusted."

"Guys, does it really matter?" Umi asked with a slight roll of
her eyes. She didn't care who was right, she just hoped they'd
move on to another subject. Before either could answer Hanako
started a new topic.

"I found a potentially great spell today. It was in one of
those magic books in the library." She announced.

"What was it for?" Moeagaru questioned.

"How to numb something. There were several variations that
might come in handy."

"That's interesting." Genrou said. "But other than a physical
wound I'm not sure how it would be used."

"There's always possibilities." Hanako told him.

"Not again!" Genie whined from across the room. "How do you do
it?" He asked Carpet, who just shrugged in response.

"That's the third time today Rug-man." Genie shook his head in
disgust.

"Lose again?" Iago mocked. Genie made what was supposed to be
a scary face at the bird. Iago just ignored it. He was watching
Abu. The monkey had crept across the room and stolen Iago's
orange. The bird flew from his seat to chase Abu. "HEY! Give it
back you dumb monkey!" Abu scampered from the room and the chase
was on.

"Hikaru-chan!" Moeagaru said, shaking Hikaru slightly.
"Give me a few more minutes," Hikaru said sleepily. "I'm
getting up!"
"You said that twenty minutes ago!" Moeagaru said. "Get up
now!"
Hikaru rolled over, and looked at the clock. "Ack!" she
cried, as she jumped out of bed and started rushing around.
"Pace yourself," Moeagaru said. "You've still got a half
hour!"

Hikaru and Moeagaru made it downstairs just in time for
class.
"Hikaru-chan," Hanako said, "you're up early for you!"
"Moe-chan made sure I got up in time," Hikaru laughed.
"You'll have to let me in on your secret," Hanako said to
Moeagaru.

During class, Hikaru was studying her textbook, when she
heard some chewing, and then a "pop". She looked over at
Moeagaru. Moeagaru was studying the lesson, but she was also
chewing gum and blowing bubbles.
"Moe-chan!" Hikaru hissed.
Moeagaru blew a bubble the size of a bowling ball.
Noticing the comotion, Genie floated over. "Let's see you do
this," he said, blowing a bubble about seven feet in diameter.
"I would need more gum," Moeagaru said.
"Or you could use magic," Hikaru suggested.
"That would be cheating," Moeagaru said.
"Oops," Genie said, as the bubble popped all over him.
Hikaru laughed so hard, she fell out of her chair.
"Ooh!" Umi said, as she was reading. "I've never heard of
this kind of mushroom, before."
"Is it one that isn't gross?" Hikaru asked.
Moeagaru and Kaze laughed.
"I wouldn't know," Umi continued. "BUt it's a mind-control
plant. I thought magic mushrooms only put a person to sleep, or
made them bigger or smaller."
"Well," Hikaru said, "I won't live in fear of any magic
mushrooms. Yuck!"
"What's more interesting," Hanako said, putting down her
textbook, where she was studying about love spells, "is that you
can't effectively use a love spell on a person who's already in
love. You can control their mind, but not their heart."
"I always kind of suspected that," Hikaru said.
Suddenly, the bell rang, and the five princesses headed to
the kitchen for a snack.
"Don't eat any magic mushrooms," Kaze said jokingly to
Hikaru.


"You don't have to worry about that," Hikaru said. "All
mushrooms are gross."
As they headed to the kitchen, Hikaru noticed that Mamoru had
arrived.
"Mamo-chan!" she exclaimed, rushing to him. "When did you get
here?"
"Twenty minutes ago," Mamoru said. "I couldn't wait to see
you again."
Mamoru joined the girls as they entered the kitchen. Aladdin
and Jasmine had already prepared snacks for everybody.

Later that night, Kiba-Okami crept as quietly as possible
through the palace. It had not been an easy task, sneaking in
and being unseen, but with a lot of effort, he had managed to
sneak in and find Hikaru's room.
Slowly, he advanced on Hikaru, but stopped short when he saw
Moeagaru. The fire princess rolled over, and opened her eyes,
looking right at him.
"I don't think so," he whispered, as he took out a small
pouch and threw its contents on Moeagaru. "Pleasant dreams," he
said. Moeagaru closed her eyes, and went back to sleep.
Kiba-Okami then approached Hikaru. No sleeping powder was
needed for her, everybody knew that she slept like a rock. He
scooped her up in his arms, then taking out another pouch, threw
its contents up in the air, and disappeared.

Moeagaru slowly awoke the next morning. Her body felt like lead
and her head spun when she moved. She sat up stiffly wondering
why she felt so odd. She was extra sleepy this morning....she
usually had no trouble getting up. She dragged herself to her
feet. She was about to get dressed when she noticed Hikaru
wasn't in her bed. "No way did she get up before me." Moeagaru
said to herself. But then again she wasn't sure of the time and
she did feel very groggy. Had she overslept? No...someone would
have gotten her up. Where was Hikaru? Her clothes were still in
sight...that was a bad sign. Moeagaru went into the hall to
search. Hanako was apparently just getting up herself. She came
out of the bathroom and smiled when she saw Moeagaru.

"Good morning." She chirped.

"Have you seen Hikaru?" Moeagaru asked.

"Not yet." Hanako replied.

"Hmm, I can't find her." Moeagaru folded her arms. Now she was
getting worried. "I'm gonna have a look downstairs." Moeagaru
took off with Hanako close behind.


Jasmine was passing the stairs when Moeagaru and Hanako came
flying down them. "What's your hurry?" Jasmine questioned when
they got to the bottom. She was about to tell them that a
Princess doesn't run through the house, but the worried looks on
their faces stopped her.

"We can't find Hikaru" Moeagaru said breathlessly.

"What?" Jasmine gulped. She hadn't seen Hikaru since last
night and after the girl's history Jasmine assumed the worst.

"She's not upstairs." Hanako told her.

"And she isn't down here." Jasmine confirmed with a frown.
"Let's get the others."

***********************

Less than 15 minutes later everyone was gathered in the throne
room. "We know who took her." Aladdin said. "Now we just have to
figure out where she is."

"I think I can help with that." Mamoru suggested. "I found her
the last time that monster took her."

"He may have changed hideouts but its worth a try." Jasmine
stated, getting on Carpet. She didn't want to waste any time.
Who knew what poor Hikaru was going through at this very moment.

"Yeah, lead on." Aladdin motioned as he too jumped on Carpet.
He was hoping Hikaru could contact him telepathically. He
couldn't get a mental connection...she must be out cold. That
only made him worry more.

They all were ready to go. The group took off at full speed,
with Mamoru in the lead.

Kiba-Okami arrived at his hideout deep in the woods beyond the
Five Kingdoms. He laid Princess Hikaru down, and caressed her
golden hair. "You got away from me once, Princess," he said,
"but this time, I'm not going to let you go." He went to work,
tying her up, so she couldn't escape. Then, he waited for her to
awaken.

"He hides deep in the woods beyond the Five Kingdoms," Mamoru
was saying. "Nobody dares go near his hideout. It's guarded by
his fiercest followers."
"Can we turn back now?" Iago complained.
"Stuff it, bird!" Moeagaru snapped. "Or we'll use you as a
decoy."
"That's enough out of both of you," Hikari scolded.

Hikaru slowly opened her eyes, and took a look around.
"No..." she whispered. She recognized this place, but she had to
be having a nightmare!
"You're not dreaming," Kiba-Okami said, coming alongside her.
"You..." Hikaru gasped. She tried to make a break for it, but
realized her hands and feet were bound.
"I told you before, I'd have you at any and all costs,"
Kiba-Okami said.
"I'll never stay with you," Hikaru said.
"I'm afraid you don't have much choice," Kiba-Okami laughed.
"You can't keep me tied up forever."
"But I have more wolves than I used to. You'll never escape."
"My friends will come for me."
"Then my pack will have a nice breakfast."
Hikaru held back tears. "You'll never win! Besides, go find
someone your own species!"
"Hikaru," Kiba-Okami smiled, "you know that I only have eyes
for golden-haired princesses...especially ones with strong
powers like yours."
"I will never use my powers to help you!" Hikaru shouted.
"You say that now, but after you've been here awhile, you'll
depend on me, and want to keep me happy."
"Your ego is obviously bigger than your brain."
"By the way," Kiba-Okami said, as he stroked Hikaru's hair,
"you have very nice ankles. I happened to notice them when I was
tying you up."
Hikaru shuddered. She had to get out of here. She closed her
eyes, and consintrated, before connecting with Aladdin.

As Aladdin and the others were flying toward Kiba-Okami's
hideout, Aladdin stared off into space. "Hikaru," he whispered.
"Aladdin!" Hikaru said to him through telepathy, "Kiba-Okami
took me to his hideout! Mamo-chan knows where it is! Please
hurry! And take whatever precautions necessary! He has more
followers this time! Bring lots of fire...or Moe-chan will do!
And ps, this sadistic beast is a pervert! I don't want to be
here!"
"Aladdin?" Jasmine asked.
"We're headed in the right direction," Aladdin said. "Be
ready to fight."

"Hikaru we're on the way." Aladdin thought, sending the
Princess the message. "And don't worry about fire power, both
Moeagaru and Genrou are with us."

"What did she say?" Jasmine asked, getting Aladdin's
attention.

"She's right where Mamoru thought and she wants us to hurry."

"Poor Hikaru." Jasmine sighed taking Aladdin's hand.

"I wish there was a faster way to get there." Moeagaru
complained.

"Nothing's faster than flying....duh!" Iago mouthed off.
Moeagaru sent him her most threatening look. This was NOT the
time to mess with her. The parrot got the point and said nothing
more.

**************************

Many agonizingly slow minutes later the group landed in the dark
forrest. "This way!" Mamoru called, taking off. He drew his
sword, ready for anything. Aladdin took the cue and got out his
sword as well. He had a bad feeling he was really going to need
it. No telling how many followers this demonic creature had.

"I hate it here." Umi said quietly. She wasn't afraid of the
dark, but this forrest had always spooked her. She knew what
could happen and some of what had happened in this area.

"We just have to get Hikaru and go." Hanako simplified the
situation. She knew there was more to it, but she wanted Umi to
feel better.

"I'm ready to blast more hair off that evil wolf's butt."
Moeagaru raged.

"Yeah we'll show him how powerful our kind of heat can be."
Genrou agreed from behind her.

"Okay, that's it." Mamoru stopped and pointed the place out to
the others. "There's no back way in, we'll just have to bust in
and surprise them."

"Get ready." Aladdin told them. He took the lead alongside
Mamoru. They crept to the entrance hoping to have the drop on
Kiba-Okami. To their disappointment three vicious wolves were
just inside the door. Aladdin and Mamoru started swinging. They
did not want to kill the beasts, but they had to stop them in
any way possible. After a few cuts the wolves weren't as
enthusiastic, Umi was able to freeze them once they slowed down
some.

The group moved further in. "Hikaru? Tell me exactly where you
are." Aladdin concentrated.

"I think we're in the back, it's a sort of small room." Hikaru
said inside his head.

"She's in the back." Aladdin whispered to the others. They
were as quiet as they could be as they worked their way to the
back room. The place was dark and smelled of dead rodents and
wolf poop. Not a nice place to be.

"Ick, that odor is awful." Kaze wrinkled her nose.

"Tell me about it." Genie zapped up himself a gas mask.

"No time to think about the smell now." Jasmine whispered.
Aladdin and Mamoru were going through the final doorway. Genrou
and Moeagaru moved past the others so they could get good shots
at wolfboy.

As luck would have it Kiba-Okami was looking the other way when
they entered. His buddies tho, were not. The six or seven wolves
charged at the intruders baring their sharp teeth. Aladdin
kicked the first wolf to reach him away. Then he swung his sword
as a warning. "Stay back!" The animals did not relent, they just
attacked with more anger. Aladdin and Mamoru each managed to
take out one wolf. Jasmine stepped up and used her amulet. A
beam shot from it and knocked another wolf out cold.

Moeagaru ran to where Hikaru and Kiba-Okami were. Without
hesitation she began letting fireballs go. She got Kiba-Okami in
the leg but he managed to put the fire out. Genrou quickly
joined her and began blasting at the head wolf. "No, not fire!"
The animal screamed.

Across the room the battle with the other wolves continued.
Hanako had one on a wooden leash but it didn't hold for long.

She tried burying it under dirt but it dug it's way out too
fast. Kaze came to her aid and blew the wolf clear across the
room and through the wall! "Only three left now!" Kaze
announced.

Ferio, Lantis and Yusuke tackled one large wolf and held him
down. Genie saw his opportunity and gave the nasty creature a
huge shock. Mamoru got the last follower wolf with two slashes
of his powerful sword. Now it was down to one. Only Kiba-Okami
remained. He was enraged and looked ready to fight to keep
Hikaru. "You can't have her!" He snarled, bits of drool dripped
from his open mouth.

"Gross." Hikaru made a face. She felt helpless having to watch
all this.
Her eyes widened as Kiba-Okami lunged at his unwanted guests,
out for blood.

"Maiagare, Suzaku!" Genrou called just before the crazed
animal hurt anyone. Moeagaru did a double whammy with her fire
balls and this time they hit right on. The fire bird badly
burned the wolf then returned to Genrou. He was hurt but not
ready to give up yet. Jasmine hurriedly ended the battle with
another ray from her necklace. They weren't sure if the demon
was alive but no one particularly cared. Umi and Aladdin untied
Hikaru. Mamoru rushed up to give his love a warm embrace. No one
wanted to stay a moment longer so they ran out of the dingy
hideout and headed home.

************************

That night everyone was still trying to get over the battle.
They were tired but very grateful at the turn out. Hikari came
up with a wonderful idea - in case the evil wolf still lived.
She said to leave some of Hikaru's clothes near his forrest, to
throw off the sent. And Hanako added to it by suggesting they
use the new spell she had discovered. The numbing spell would
work very nicely. If the monster could not smell for a while
there way no way he could find Hikaru again. The girls prepared
the powder and covered one of Hikaru's old nightgowns with it.
Then Genie used his magic to pop over to the dark forrest near
the Five Kingdoms and leave it for Kiba-Okami.

The five princesses sat around taking a much needed break. No
studying tonight! Genie had even agreed to start class a few
hours late in the morning after the day everyone had had. Iago
flew in chewing on something. He landed on Hikaru's shoulder and
smacked in her ear.

"Do you mind?" The princess asked sarcastically.

"Mind what?" Iago spat with his mouth full.

"I can hear you over here!" Moeagaru exclaimed. "Chew
quieter."

"Oh suuuure. If you say so." Iago rolled his eyes.

"Watch it." Moeagaru warned. "I didn't see you helping in any
way earlier. In fact, didn't you hide behind Carpet?"

"Me? No way." He scoffed.

"Whatever, and my mother is a cow." Moeagaru shot back.

"Really? That explains a lot." Iago laughed. Moeagaru jumped
up ready to scorch the bird. Iago took off screaming as he flew.
Moeagaru started firing and ran after him.

"Well," Umi mused. "It's nice to have things back to normal."

