Adventures in Agrabah Part 12 - Kikiyo and Mozenrath? Back Together?

Mozenrath sat back in his throne.
"I've tried everything, Xerxes," he said. "Princess Hikaru
should be mine." Through a crystal ball, he watched the
princess, surfing. "I will have her, no matter what it takes.
She will rule alongside me, and not even Aladdin can stop me."
Xerxes stared at the princess in her bathing suit, drooling.
When Mozenrath realized what the eel was doing, he shot a blast
of energy at him, sending him crashing into a wall.
Suddenly, a sword shot through the window, just missing
Mozenrath's head. He got up, to inspect the sword, which stuck
in the wall.
"Ice," he observed. "Could it be..." but no, he knew it
wasn't the Princess of Aquadom that shot the sword.
Several more ice swords flew into the window. The sorcerer
ducked, and rolled, trying to get away from the deadly weapons.
"Ahahahaha!" a woman's voice laughed, "you won't get away
that easily!"
"Kikiyo?" Mozenrath looked to see the dark-haired ice witch
hovering in the window.
"You'll pay for what you did to me ten years ago!" she
screamed, shooting another ice blade.
Mozenrath jumped out of the way. "Kikiyo! You don't have to
do this!"
"You ruined my life!" Kikiyo shouted. "For ten years, I lived
in mysery, and all because of you! Die!" SHe shot a lethal shard
at Mozenrath, but he was prepared, and used his magic to melt
the ice.
"It wasn't like that!" Mozenrath said, approaching her, and
taking her hand. "I was concerned for your safety, Kikiyo. You
mean the world to me!"
Kikiyo softened a bit. "I do?"
"Yeah," Mozenrath said. "it's been a myserable ten years for
me, as well."
"You mean..."
"Only you can rule alongside me. Nobody else will do."
Kikiyo jumped down from the window. Mozenrath held her in his
arms, smiling evilly.
"Kikiyo," he thought to himself, "you're just as easily
fooled as you were ten years ago. I'll keep you while you're
useful, but once I have what I want, I'll put you out of your
mysery."

On the waves, Hikaru surfed with Mamoru, Kaze and Yusuke.
"Celine!" she called to the mermaid, who was sitting with her
new boyfriend, Seth, "make the waves go higher!"
"Are you sure?" Celine asked.
"Yeah!" Hikaru called. "I wanna do some real surfing!"
Celine snapped her fingers, making the waves just a bit
higher.
"That's better!" Hikaru said.
Umi and Lantis were sitting at the water's edge. "It's nice
to have some vacation time," Umi said.
"Yes," Lantis said, "and it's nice to spend time on the beach
with you."
Hanako and Ferio walked up to the couple.
"Get tired of studying?" Umi laughed.
"No," Ferio said, "we're just taking a break."
"We're going to go for a walk," Hanako added. "Want to join
us?"
"No thanks," Umi said, "We might go out on the water later."

Aladdin, Jasmine, Sadira and Himeko were sitting in the sand.
Himeko was getting Sadira to make all kinds of neat things with
her sand magic.
"Can you make a rabbit?" Himeko asked.
With a wave of her hand, Sadira created a little rabbit.
Aladdin slipped an arm around his wife. He was enjoying the
serenity of the beach. Hikaru, Mamoru, Yusuke and Kaze were
surfing, Umi and Lantis were sitting at the water's edge, Celine
was sitting with Seth, controling the waves for Hikaru's
benefit, Hanako and Ferio had gone on a walk and all the rest
were playing Vollyball.
Aladdin liked adventure, but he could get used to days like
today.


Back in the Land of the Black sand Kikiyo was all over
Mozenrath. She kept whining about how long they had been apart
and how she had turned against love...blah, blah, blah.
Mozenrath was tired of it. But he had to pretend to care. Kikiyo
would definitely be useful in his plans. The sorcerer was eager
to get started working Kikiyo's unique powers into his plot. He
eased her away from him and looked her in the face.

"That's all over now. We're together again." He assured her.
"How about we pick up where we left off?" He gave her his most
sincere smile.

"We did work well together..." Kikiyo said, thinking it over.
After a pause she asked, "What did you have in mind?"

"I have a few pests to get rid of. Their names are Aladdin,
Jasmine, Genie, Mamoru, Moeagaru, Umi..." He started to list
them all.

"Them? Ahh, I know who and where they are." Kikiyo jumped in.
"In fact I attacked them before I got here."

"Really?" Mozenrath smiled, a real smile this time. "Imagine
us having the same enemies and not even knowing it." He snaked
an arm around her shoulders.

"Anyone who is in love is my enemy." Kikiyo told him. "I've
tried to kill them three times...that's two more efforts than I
ever had to use before."

"That group can be maddening." Mozenrath's voice rose in
frustration. "I've been trying to kill that blasted Aladdin for
years. I think together we can do it, together we can accomplish
anything." Mozenrath kissed Kikiyo on the forehead for show. She
was older now and no doubt looking for signs of his feelings. He
would keep it up as long as he had to. Kikiyo just might turn
out to be his greatest weapon. He thought back to how she had
helped him before. "Remember that trick you did, the one that
gave us the upper hand in the Five Kingdoms?"

"Trick?" Kikiyo was drawing a blank. She had tried to block
out what painful memories she could. She would never forget
everything. The memories she did have fueled her hatred of
couples. "I manipulate ice. I can do just about anything with
it."

"I know that my dear." Mozenrath said patiently. "But I'm
referring to your time trick."

"Time..." She thought hard. It sounded familiar. Something
long forgotten, an ability she no longer used.

"When we attacked the Five Kingdoms we began by..." Mozenrath
helped her along. It all must have come back in a flash. He
could see it in her eyes.

"Freezing time!" Kikiyo put a hand to her head. "I had
completely forgotten."

"Do you still know how to do it?" Mozenrath pushed. "I
remember you would close your eyes and hold out your hands."

"Yes," Her smile grew wicked. "It's coming back to me. Once a
day....and I could hold time for 30 seconds."

"Exactly." Mozenrath nodded. That would come in very handy.
"We will use our powers, kill our foes and rule together!"

"Perfect." Kikiyo eased even closer and stole a kiss.

**********************


Hours later on the beach the five Princesses were having a draw
in the sand contest. No prize, it was just for fun. And because
of their location they decided on a beach theme. Each Princess
had an area of sand and could use only a stick or her fingers to
draw out her creation. Umi had drawn an angel fish, Kaze a giant
wave, Hanako a palm tree, Moeagaru a camp fire and Hikaru a
dolphin. They were almost done, and had voted Genie as the
judge.

A few yards over Aladdin, Mamoru and Genrou were talking.
Everyone else decided to turn their volley ball into a kick ball
and start up a game. Every few minutes Iago could be heard
complaining about the humans unfair advantage.

Suddenly an icy chill blew in the air. After a few questioning
looks everyone pretty much decided to ignore it. Kikiyo had to
be miles and miles away, so it couldn't be her. "It's getting
close to sunset." Aladdin told those near him. "The weather here
can get crazy. Let's just hope it doesn't keep this up." And he
silently hoped that his explanation were true.

Hikaru sat with Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago, Genie, Mamoru, Genrou,
Moeagaru and Himeko around a campfire.
"Hikaru, stop ruining the marshmellows!" Iago said, as Hikaru
set another ablaze with intent to eat it.
"I am not ruining them! Moe-chan likes them like this, too."
Hikaru said.
"Well, she's weird," Iago said.
"What was that?" Moeagaru glared at Iago.
"You just have never tried them like this," Hikaru said. She
put another in the fire until it lit up. Then she pulled it out,
blew out the flame, and handed it to the bird. "Try one," she
said.
"I am not gonna..." Hikaru shoved the marshmellow in his
mouth. He seemed to like it, but said, "I could still do without
the charcoal around the edges."
Everybody laughed.
Hikaru glanced up at the stars. "Tamahome seems to be in a
good mood, tonight," she observed.
"Which one's Tamahome?" Jasmine asked.
Hikaru pointed to one of the constelations. "He's next to
Nuriko, Hotohori, Tasuki, Chichiri, Mitsukake and Chiriko. The
constelations of Suzaku."
"My favourite is Tasuki," Genrou said.
"It would be," Moeagaru laughed.
"I'm a Tamahome girl, myself," Hikaru said.
"How do you know if a constelation is a he or a she?" Iago
asked.
"Mamo-chan explained it," Hikaru said. "But neither of us
knows if Nuriko is male or female."
"I think Nuriko is male," Genie said.
"But she looks so feminine," Hikaru said.
"Nuriko is a very pretty constelation," Genie said, "so a lot
of people mistake him for a her."
"Hotohori is prettier than Nuriko," Hikaru said.
"I thought you liked Tamahome the best," Iago said.
"I do like Tamahome the best," Hikaru said. "Hotohori is just
known for being very pretty."
"I never knew the stars had so much personality," Jasmine
said.
"Oh, they do," Mamoru said, "and they help give power to
people like Genrou."
"How is that?" Aladdin wanted to know.
"Well," Genrou explained, "my power is over Suzaku..."
"The red phoenix," Jasmine said.
Genrou nodded. "There's three others with powers like mine.
Seiryuu, Genbu and Byakko. Each is a different animal. The four
animals are powered by the stars from their respective quadrents
of the Earth."
"Genrou, your marshmellow is all charcol now," Moeagaru said,
pointing to the now burnt-up marshmellow.
"Now, even I wouldn't eat that," Hikaru said.

The next afternoon, Hikaru and Mamoru were walking along the
beach, when all of a sudden, Mamoru was doubled over. Hikaru
even thought she saw some blood.
"Mamo-chan!" she screamed, rushing to him.

"What happened?" Hikaru asked in a high pitched voice. She
hadn't seen anything, one second he was okay, the next he was
bleeding.

"Pain....something cut me." He said through clenched teeth.

Hikaru hovered her hands over his wound. In a few seconds he was
healed. "Thank you." He whispered, pulling her into a close
embrace.

"I won't ever let anything happen to you." Hikaru told him.
Her eyes still shone with fear. That's when the pair heard
Jasmine yelling. They looked across the beach and saw why.
Aladdin lay on the ground next to her, and he didn't look good.

Jasmine screamed to get help. And sure enough they all came
running. "I don't understand it." She told everyone. "We were
talking...and the next thing I know he's down and out. I didn't
even see him fall." Jasmine knelt next to her husband. She felt
his head and gasped at the discovery of a slightly bloody knot.
It was covered by hair and located on the back of Aladdin's
head. Jasmine pulled her hand away, her eyes widening as she
looked at the blood. "Aladdin?" She cried, gently shaking his
shoulder.

"First aid coming through!" Genie announced. He was in a
medical uniform and held bandages. In a flash Aladdin's head was
wrapped. Genie even zapped up a bed and pillows for his friend.

"Is he going to be okay?" Hikaru asked.

"How should I know? I'm not a real doctor." Genie changed back
into his regular self. He looked just as concerned as everyone
else.

"He's breathing normally." Jasmine said in a choked voice. She
was holding back tears.

"Something obviously hit him." Hanako said thoughtfully. "But
what?"

"There's nothing around!" Iago pointed out.

"The same strange thing happen to us." Mamoru spoke up. The
only evidence that remained was a spot of blood on his shirt.

"Yeah, someone stabbed Mamo-Chan." Hikaru insisted. "But we
never saw it coming...we didn't even see it happen."

"Of course I believe you, but that doesn't make sense. Neither
does Aladdin's injury." Hanako said.

Hikaru was through waiting for Aladdin to wake up. She hated to
see him like that. She got down on her knees to heal him
herself.

"Thank you Hikaru." Jasmine hugged her, then wiped away a
tear. Aladdin's eyes opened and he sat up.

"What's going on?" He questioned. Everyone was gathered around
him, and he felt some kind of cloth on his head.

"That's what we were wondering..." Kaze told him.

Jasmine gave Aladdin a big kiss. "Are you all right now?"

"Sure." He looked confused. "Did I miss something?"

"Just a life-threatening attack. On you & Mamo-boy over
there." Iago yelled, throwing up his wings with exaggeration.

"What? I don't remember--" Aladdin started.

"That's just it." Jasmine interjected. "None of us saw or
remember any of it."

"I wonder why you two guys were the only ones touched." Hanako
thought out loud. "If someone attacked, wouldn't they get us
all?"

"Well this isn't like any other attack experience we ever
had." Umi pointed out.

"None of us saw anything. Hmm, maybe the attacker was
invisible?" Sadira theorized.

"And a memory thief too? That's one powerful thug." Iago said
with disgust.

"But is it possible to wipe out ALL of our memories of such a
short time?" Aladdin questioned. He was standing now, holding
Jasmine's hand.

"Never heard of it happening." Genie shrugged.

"However it was done, it was brilliant." Ferio murmured.

"Oh great, idolize the bad guy!" Iago yelled.

"Iago." Jasmine said in a thin warning tone.

"Well, none of us can figure it out." Ferio said in his own
defense.

"Right." Genrou nodded. "It was expertly done. We aren't
dealing with amateurs that's for sure."


***************************

Mozenrath and Kikiyo were on their way back to the Land of the
Black Sand. They were both pleased with what they accomplished.
Kikiyo had stabbed Mamoru with her ice sword and Mozenrath had
bashed Aladdin over the head. Too bad there hadn't been time to
do more. Next time...

It may take a few days, but they would have their revenge.
Aladdin and his little friends would suffer. And then Mozenrath
would finally get Hikaru, forever.
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"We need to be on the look-out," Lantis was saying.
"For what?" Moeagaru demanded. "It all happened so fast..."
"Maybe it was microbots," Genie said.
"Micro-what?" Jasmine asked.
"Nevermind," Genie said.

Mozenrath and Kikiyo were working on another plan of attack.
"I can't stop time for another 24 hours," Kikiyo was saying.
"I know this," Mozenrath said. "There's more than one way to
terrorize a bunch of pests. A lot of things can happen in your
sleep..."
Kikiyo understood what the sorcerer was saying. "Terrible
things," she added.

That evening, Hikaru sat with Mamoru, Himeko, Sadira, Aladdin
and Jasmine. She couldn't help but worry. Two of the people she
loved the most had almost been killed. What if she had not been
there?
Mamoru slipped an arm around her waist. "Try not to let it
get to you," he said, knowing the princess's thoughts. "Aladdin
and I are both fine, now."
"If I knew the cause of the attacks," Hikaru said, "it would
ease my mind a bit."
"We'll get to the bottom of it," Aladdin said, "isn't that
what we always do?"
"Good wins over evil," Himeko added, "isn't that what you
always say, Hikaru-san?"
"Yes," Hikaru said, brightening up a bit. "Hime-chan's right.
Evil forces always have a knack for failing."

There was a full moon in the night sky. Almost everyone was in
bed the only two still awake were Aladdin and Hikaru. Hikaru was
too worried to sleep. She couldn't help but be on edge when some
enemy was getting to people superquick and without being seen.
Aladdin was also concerned a great deal for everyone's safety.
He decided to keep Hikaru company and keep watch of the beach at
the same time. They had been talking a while and even played a
few games of tick-tac-toe in the sand.

Aladdin's eyelids were getting heavy. It was getting pretty hard
to stay awake. He noticed Hikaru was trying to look more awake
than she felt. Aladdin understood her worries, maybe even more
than she knew. One of the main things Hikaru and Aladdin had in
common was their love for their friends. The need to protect or
save everyone.

It wasn't until he started falling asleep sitting up that
Aladdin finally gave in. Hikaru wasn't doing any better so they
both called it a night. Hopefully morning wouldn't bring any
more surprises.

************************

"Finally." Mozenrath pounded a fist into the sand. He and
Kikyo had been in hiding, waiting for Aladdin and Hikaru to get
to sleep for at least three hours. It had to be a while after
midnight now. Mozenrath didn't believe in being very patient,
and his legs were numb from limited movement.

The two crept silently closer until they were within twelve feet
of the first tent. It had been the one Aladdin had gone into.
Mozenrath listened for a few minutes until he heard soft
snoring. They had to make sure everyone was asleep before trying
anything.

"Take this," Mozenrath handed a little pouch to Kikiyo.
"Sprinkle it on Mamoru."

"With pleasure." Kikiyo smiled. Mozenrath had made the spell
within the dust himself. It would turn goody-goody Mamoru
against the other four Princesses. He would still love Hikaru,
unfortunately, but how long would she stay with someone who was
trying to kill her best friends?

Mozenrath made his way to a table where several bottles and
canteen's were filled with drinking water. Mozenrath got out a
liquid poison and put some into each container.

By that time Kikiyo was out of the boy's tent. Mozenrath looked
it over. "Something's missing." He whispered. With barely an
effort he magically created some large rocks and positioned them
over the guy's tent entrance. The first one out in the morning
would be crushed. Mozenrath almost laughed at the thought. He
snapped his fingers for Xerxes to join him. "Get Umi's mirror."
He ordered, pointing to the tent the Princesses shared. The
slimy eel did as he was told, but he took his time and got a
good look around while he was inside the tent. "Bring me the
mirror." Mozenrath demanded as quietly as possible. Xerxes
brought it to his master right away. Mozenrath looked it over.
Now he would be able to reflect his enemies attacks back at
them. Now that would be fun!

"What next?" Kikiyo asked, suddenly at his side. Mozenrath
handed her a small vile that contained another spell in powder
form.

"Make sure to throw that on Aladdin. It should make him as
weak as a newborn kitten." Mozenrath said. He loved the thought
of that and was anxious to actually see it. While Kikiyo did
that Mozenrath snuck over to the Princesses tent to leave a
final 'gift'. He had a rattle snake appear then slipped it into
the tent.

Kikiyo rejoined him and the two happily disappeared into the
dark night.

Hikaru awoke, and stretched her legs. She rolled over in her
sleeping bag and screamed.
"What's wrong, Hikaru?" Moeagaru asked, but Hikaru didn't
need to answer. A snake sat in the tent, with an evil
expression.
"Get it away from me!" Hikaru gasped. "I hate snakes!"
Umi woke up, and nearly gasped, as well. But, she knew how to
handle an unwelcome visitor like this. "Ice bubbles freeze!" she
shouted, sending a frosty mist the snake's direction, freezing
it.
Moeagaru took over from here, picking up the frozen snake,
and hurling it out of the tent.
Hanako made sure the snake wouldn't come back, by using her
earth power to bury it in the sand.
"I wonder how a snake could come to be near the ocean?" Umi
asked.
The three went back into the tent, to find Hikaru had passed
out.

In the guys' tent, Mamoru and Genrou awoke to Hikaru's
screams. Mamoru started out of the tent, but Genrou pulled him
back as several large rocks fell.
"Those almost crushed me!" Mamoru exclaimed.
"Looks like our invisible friend strikes again," Genrou said.
"We better get to Hikaru," Mamoru said, "maybe she's in
trouble."

The two rushed to the girls' tent, where the four princesses
were gathered around Hikaru, who had passed out. But once Mamoru
saw them, his eyes glazed over. He drew his sword, and advanced
on them.

Jasmine awoke to the sound of the girls screaming. She scrambled
out of her sleeping bag and ran to see what was wrong. Inside
the Princesses tent she found Hikaru on the ground and the other
four backed into a corner. Mamoru stood before them holding his
sword.

"What do you think you're doing?" Jasmine demanded, getting in
front of Mamoru.

"Getting rid of them!" He shouted, looking right past Jasmine
at the girls. He raised his sword.

"Stop!" Jasmine yelled, holding up her hands. "What's wrong
with you?"

"He just barged in here wanting to kill us!" Moeagaru told
her.

"He's snapped!" Umi cried.

Jasmine looked into Mamoru's cloudy eyes. There was something
very off in them. "I think he's under some sort of spell."
Jasmine said over her shoulder to the Princesses.

Just then Genie burst in. "Good morning!" He called. Then he
surveyed the scene before him. Mamoru was trying to push past
Jasmine, and he still held up his weapon threateningly. "Didn't
your mother teach you better?" Genie asked as he zapped some
rope around Mamoru to keep him from hurting anyone.

"No! They must die!" Mamoru insisted.

"Noooo, they are your friends." Genie said slowly, as if he
was talking to a two year old.

"It's okay now." Jasmine was telling the girls.

"We didn't want to use our powers on him..." Hanako explained.

"Yeah, we wouldn't ever want to hurt him." Kaze added.

"When I get my hands on all of you..." Mamoru was muttering
angrily.

"I think that calls for a TIME OUT!" Genie zapped Mamoru back
into the boy's tent - still bound by ropes.

"Maybe it'll wear off soon?" Jasmine guessed hopefully. Below
them, Hikaru's eyes opened.

"Is the snake gone?" She asked, sitting up and looking around
with caution.

"Snake?" Jasmine echoed.

"When we woke up there was a snake in here with us." Moeagaru
said.

"Strange." Jasmine frowned.

"Come on!" Iago yelled from outside. Everyone filed out of the
Princesses tent and found that the others were now up. Aladdin,
Iago and Abu were at the water table.

"I can't!" Aladdin insisted. "I don't know what's wrong..."

"What is it?" Umi asked as they walked up to the table.

"Al, hero of the seven deserts, says he can't lift the water
bottle. What a load of crap." Iago complained. "Quit playing
around, I'm thirsty."

"I'll get it." Genie volunteered. "He poured himself and Iago
each a glass. Genie took a sip and made an awful face. "Stop!"
He grabbed Iago's cup before the bird could even get a drink.

"Hey!" Iago screamed.

"This doesn't taste right." Genie said in a serious tone. "In
fact, I'd say it's been tampered with."

"With all the other odd stuff happening this morning, I
wouldn't doubt it." Genrou commented. Genie got rid of the bad
water and zapped up some new fresh water for everyone.

"Can you really not even lift that water bottle?" Himeko asked
Aladdin.

"I tried..." Aladdin trailed off, not understanding why such a
little task was suddenly so hard.

"Sounds like a spell." Sadira spoke up. "We all know you have
a good supply of strength. You don't lose something like that
overnight."

Aladdin nodded his agreement. "The invisible enemy strikes
again."

"Hey guys!" Ferio called. He had gone back to his tent and
found Mamoru gone. "I know Genie put him in here....but now
Mamoru has vanished." He told the group.

Hikaru gasped loudly. "Why was he in there alone? Did someone
take him?" She asked frantically.

Back in Mozenrath's castle, he smiled wickedly at the now
chained-up Mamoru. When he had been left in the tent alone,
Mozenrath had appeared, and abducted him.
"You sadistic piece of trash!" Mamoru spat. "You were behind
all those attacks!"
"Yes," he said, "but what can you do about it from here?" For
effect, Mozenrath slapped Mamoru across the face. "With you out
of the way, and with Aladdin weak as a kitten, who's to stop me
from getting what I want?"
"Why would you want me out of the way?" Mamoru asked. "I
thought with your new girlfriend..."
Mozenrath laughed. Kikiyo was upstairs, at the moment,
preparing for their next attack, so Mozenrath felt free to brag
of his plans. "That piece of trash Kikiyo is so gullible. I was
able to trick her easily enough. After I get Hikaru, Kikiyo's
worth will have run out."
"Hikaru would never forgive you for using a woman for your
benefit," Mamoru pointed out.
"Who cares?" Mozenrath said, "After I work my magic on
Hikaru, she'll forget. She'll forget about everything except for
a life with me. We'll be unstopable."

Back at the beach, Hikaru searched frantically for Mamoru.
Umi, Moeagaru and Hikari had joined her.
"Hikaru-chan," Moeagaru said, "there's something you should
know. While you were unconsious, Mamoru-san attacked us. We
think he might have been under some sort of influence."
"Then we have to find him," Hikaru said. "I'll use my Saint
Crystal to defeat the influence."
As the girls walked, Celine came to join them.
"Celine-san," Hikaru said, "did you see anything? Mamo-chan
is missing!"
"We think someone took him," Umi said, "because he was tied
up, and there was no sign of a struggle in the tent."
"Why was he tied up?" Celine asked. "Hikaru, is there
something you're not telling us?" Celine smiled.
"It isn't funny," Moeagaru said. She filled Celine in on the
events of the morning.
"I didn't see anything," Celine said, "I was out with Seth
until half-past one. Then when I got home, I crashed."

Back at the campsite, Jasmine, Genie, Lantis and Ferio were
doing everything they could to help Aladdin regain his strength.
"This looks like some powerful spell," Ferio observed. "I
think the best we can do is protect Aladdin until it wears off."
Himeko, Yousuke, Genrou, Sadira and Primera walked up to the
group. "Is he doing any better?" Sadira asked.
"Still the same," Jasmine said. "Any sign of Mamoru?"
Sadira shook her head.
Suddenly, an explosion could be heard, and everybody dropped
to the ground.

When Hikaru awoke, it was to find all her friends in chains.
But, she was relieved to find that Mamoru was among them.
"Mamo-chan!" she cried, and tried to run to him, but then
realized that she, too was chained up.
Mozenrath came up beside her and laughed. "You're not going
anywhere, Princess," he said.
"Mozenrath!" Hikaru said, with disgust. "What's your game
this time?..." she noticed Kikiyo by this time. "I see you have
a new girlfriend, though, very kawaii. Now, let me and my
friends go, and you and your girlfriend can..."
"Shut up," Mozenrath said. "She's not my girlfriend. You and
I belong together."
"Mozenrath..." Kikiyo said, coming alongside him. "I thought
we meant something to each other."
Mozenrath shrugged off the ice witch. "Kikiyo, you're as
gullible and naive as you were ten years ago. I kept you around
while you were useful. But quite honestly, you disgust me. Your
powers aren't even strong enough to rule alongside me. Besides,
you're nothing more than a used-up piece of trash, anyway."
Jealous rage and hatred filled Kikiyo's icy heart. Mozenrath
had tricked her again. Even worse, he preferred Princess Hikaru.
Hatred for the beautiful soldier of love welled up inside her,
as she created a deadly ice shard, and aimed it directly at the
golden-haired princess.
Hikaru screamed as the ice shard hit her in the chest. Then,
as her body went limp, she fell to the ground.
"Hikaru!" everybody shouted.

Mamoru could feel his heart breaking. It was as if somebody
had taken ahold of him and ripped a piece of him right off. The
person he loved the most was now dead. Nothing mattered anymore.
If Mozenrath didn't kill him, Mamoru would take his own life.
"Hikaru!" Moeagaru was saying, "you idiot! Don't you dare die
on us! I'll never forgive you!"

Mozenrath stepped away from the now lifeless princess, with
anger burning inside him. How dare that ice witch! Hikaru was
supposed to be his for an eternity! Kikiyo would pay for her
tretury. "You two-faced double-crossing witch!" he snarled. "You
would have been the last to go, but I'm not gonna be so generous
now." He raised a hand, and struck Kikiyo hard, sending her
across the room.
"But Mozenrath..." Kikiyo pleaded.
"Shut up!" Mozenrath screamed. "I don't even want to hear
your voice anymore! You'll go the same way Hikaru did!" He used
his magic to create an ice shard, even bigger than the one
Kikiyo had used to kill Hikaru. "Shi NE!" he shouted, raising
the shard.
Kikiyo begged Mozenrath to stop, but he didn't listen.
When the shard was less than a half-inch away, a glowing
discus flew by, shattering the shard. Mozenrath turned sharply.
He knew that attack.
Hikaru was standing, surrounded by a pink Aura, as all
evidence of her being stabbed disappeared. "How dare you..." she
said, as her clothes disappeared, and she was dressed in her
golden armour. "Falling in love is a beautiful thing. How dare
you turn a maiden's heart against love! For that, I won't
forgive you! I'm Princess Hikaru, soldier of light and love, and
I'm NOT very happy with you!"
"Hikaru!" Mozenrath was still recovering from the initial
shock. "You came back to life!"
"I never died," Hikaru said. "And don't ask me to explain it,
I have to find out, myself, after I kick your butt!"
"Of course..." Hikari whispered, from where she was chained
up. "It has to be..."
"Your attacks don't affect me, Princess," Mozenrath was
saying, "you know that."
"No, the attacks I've used on you don't affect you.
Except..." Hikaru used her super kick to kick Mozenrath across
the room. He simply got back up, again, and advanced on her.
"I'm not defeated that easily," he said.
Hikaru raised up both hands in the air. After about
fifty-seven different poses, and a beautiful light show, a
bouquette appeared in her hands. "In the name of Cosmos, I'll
punish you!" she said, aiming the bouquette at Mozenrath.
Mozenrath laughed, but not for long.
"Lovely dream wave!" Hikaru shouted, sending a multi-coloured
wave at Mozenrath, knocking him out. Then she rushed to free her
friends.
Aladdin had just about regained his strength by this time,
and rushed to chain up Mozenrath. Mamoru rushed to Hikaru,
holding her tightly.
"I thought I'd lost you forever!" he said, through tears.
"It's so like you," Iago said, flying over. "I always knew
you were determined, but..."
Hikaru noticed Kikiyo in a corner. Breaking Mamoru's embrace,
she rushed to the sobbing ice witch.
"I don't care anymore!" Kikiyo said. "Go ahead and kill me!"
"I'm not going to kill you," Hikaru said.
"But I tried to kill you," Kikiyo said.
"You're not a bad person," Hikaru said. "I see it in your
heart. There's a light that shines, but it's blocked by
negativity."
"It's too late for me," Kikiyo said, "I wasted ten years.
Please put me out of my mysery."
"Yeah," Iago said, "you heard..." This time, Celine clamped
Iago's beak shut, and walked up to Hikaru and Kikiyo.
"I thought I could never live a happy life," Celine said,
"but Princess Hikaru helped me enjoy life more. SHe can do the
same for you."
"I don't know..." Kikiyo said.
"Do you want to be myserable the rest of your life!" Moeagaru
shouted. "Don't be so stubborn!"
"Let me help you," Hikaru pleaded.
Kikiyo agreed. After all, she couldn't feel any worse than
right now.
"Beautiful rainbow shineth!" Hikaru shouted, making her
sceptar appear. "Saint crystal! Love for you!" A series of
rainbows, hearts and flowers shot out of the sceptar. They
melded together, turning white and entering Kikiyo's body.
Kikiyo screamed in pain, as a shadow exited and disappeared.
Kikiyo fell to the ground.
"Thank...you..." Kikiyo whispered, "thank you, Ai no
Senshi..."
"Let's get her out of here," Hikaru whispered.

At the beach, everybody sat around a campfire.
"I don't get it," Sadira was saying, "we all saw you get
stabbed. How was it you are still with us?"
"It was a miracle," Jasmine said.
Hikaru was sitting with Mamoru. After her near-death
experience, the Moonlight Knight didn't want to leave her side.
"I can't explain it, myself," Hikaru said. "I thought I was
going to die..."
"I can explain it," Hikari said. "It's a rare power...one
that I haven't seen in centuries. Only people who are very
strong-willed can do it. When Hikaru got stabbed, she refused to
die. The girl's got such a passion for life, and a love for her
friends, that she wouldn't want to die. At the last minute, a
great energy must've filled her body..."
"I did feel that," Hikaru said, "then my wound started to
heal."
"Was that what made the blood disappear?" Iago asked.
"No," Hikaru said, "I did that. It's not very feminine to
fight a final battle covered in blood."
"But you changed into your armour," Kaze said.
"Yeah, well..." Hikaru shrugged.
"Your powers get stronger every day, Little Sister," Yousuke
said. "Cosmos will be lucky to have a queen like you."
"Hey," Hikaru said, "Mother's a good queen, too."
"And you're her daughter," Mamoru said.
Kikiyo walked past the group, and waved. There was a certain
peace about the woman. No longer did she have an icy glint in
her eyes.
"Why doesn't she join us?" Himeko asked.
"She's happier to just take a walk by herself," Hikaru said.
"She spent ten years roaming the earth with bitter and hostile
feelings. She told me she wants to see the world through her new
outlook. You should have seen her, when I showed her the sun
setting over the sea. She couldn't believe she'd missed out on
so much beauty."
"Will we see her again?" Hanako asked.
"Possibly," Hikaru said. "During one of our many travels, we
might see her in passing."
"Hey!" Iago shouted to Nyan Nyan, "stop eating all the
marshmellows!"
"You had more than I did," Nyan Nyan said, "be quiet."
"I did not!" Iago argued.
"Did too!" Nyan Nyan took the last marshmellow.
Iago flew after the cat. "Gimme that, you obnoxious cat!"
"Not if you're gonna call me names," Nyan Nyan said.
"Ok, may I...please...have that marshmellow!" Iago said,
struggling on the word 'please'.
The two were hovering over the campfire. "Ok," Nyan Nyan
said. "Since you said please." She handed the marshmellow to
Iago, but unfortunately, as Iago took it, it fell in the fire.
"You did that on purpose!" Iago said.
"No, you dropped it!" Nyan Nyan insisted.
Iago started to dive after the marshmellow, but Hikaru
grabbed him in time. "We are not going to be having roasted
parrot anytime soon. She used her magic to make a marshmellow
appear and gave it to the bird.

