Adventures in Agrabah Part 11 - Kikyo Strikes Back Part 1

Umi woke up at the crack of dawn, to get ready. Today was an
exciting day. Aladdin and Jasmine had decided to take everybody
to the beach again. This time, Sadira, Himeko, Lantis, Mamoru,
Genrou, Ferio and Yusuke were going as well. It would be a huge
crowd, but still a lot of fun. And Umi would get to spend some
romantic time with Lantis, too. Lantis couldn't change into a
merman, but he could at least go out on the water in a boat. It
would be the perfect place to watch the stars come out.
Umi gathered her things, and headed downstairs.
"You're up early," Jasmine said, when she saw the water
Princess.
"I couldn't wait to get started," Umi said. "Will Mamoru,
Ferio, Genrou, Yusuke and LAntis be meeting us here?"
"No," Jasmine said, "they will meet us at the beach. They all
had things to take care of in their own kingdoms before the
trip."
"Speaking of things to take care of," Umi said, "who will do
Mamoru's job of awakening the stars at night?"
"Artemis will do that," Hikaru said, walking into the room.
"And she doesn't mind?" Umi asked.
"Of course not," Hikaru said, "it was her job before
Mamo-chan was old enough to drive. She was happy to do it for a
couple of days."
"Artemis?" Jasmine asked.
"One of the Moon Fairies," Hikaru explained. "I am a bit
disappointed that Mamo-chan won't be doing it while we're at the
beach, though. I do like to ride alongside him."

At eleven in the morning, everybody had arrived at their
destination. Three tents were set up, this time. One for
Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago, Abu, Carpet and Genie. The second for
the five princesses, Himeko, Nyan Nyan, Jinsoku, Hikari and
Primera. The third was set up for Yusuke, Lantis, Mamoru, Genrou
and Ferio.
"I think I'm going to visit Seline and Serena," Umi said, as
she rushed out to the water.
"Yusuke-san," Kaze said, "I'm going to go surfing...without a
board. Want to join me?" Yusuke nodded, grabbed his silver
surfboard and the two headed out into the waves.
Ferio and Hanako set up an umbrella and studied together
under it. Hikaru and Mamoru helped Himeko build a sand castle,
and Genie, Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago, Abu, Moeagaru, Genrou, Nyan
Nyan, Jinsoku and Primera played Vollyball. Hikari went for a
flight over the beach to get a good look at everything.

Sadira sat on the beach watching Kaze pretend to serf. She had
just seen Umi pop up as a mermaid and wave to her. Sadira
couldn't help wondering what it was like to be a mermaid in the
sea. It sounded so fun. She played with the sand in her hands,
forming little stars and other shapes that were pretty east to
do. Then she had an idea. Walking past the lively volleyball
game Sadira ducked as Iago hit a wild ball.

"Watch it." Genie called from the other side of the net. "Do
you even know how to play this game?"

"I can play better than you, chump!" Iago shot back.

Sadira continued on until she got to Hikaru, Mamoru and Himeko.
They had a pretty good sand castle started. "Hey, want some
help? She winked. Himeko didn't know what Sadira could do yet.
It would be fun to show her.

"Sure, sit down." Hikaru said, patting the sand beside her.

"Let me show you how an expert makes a sand castle." Sadira
waved her hand and a perfect detailed little castle appeared
beside the one that the others were working on.

"Wow..." Himeko marveled, smiling.


Out in the ocean Umi was doing a few flips just for fun. She
loved the way it felt when she flipped backwards underwater. She
went on down deeper to look for Serena and Celine. After a few
minutes she spotted them. They were having lunch with Seth in an
underwater cafe. Umi swam up quickly and surprised the group.

"Umi!" Serena smiled. "Welcome back."

"Good to see you." Celine said. "I hope this is a social
visit."

"Any more trouble?" Serena questioned.

"Not right now. We've all had a hard week tho. That's why
another vacation was in order. And this is certainly one of my
favorite spots." Umi floated down into a seat between Seth and
Serena. "Hey Seth, how's it going?"

"Everything's bubbly here." He told her.

"Our Mother got back from her trip yesterday." Celine informed
Umi. "Maybe you'll actually get to meet her."

"That'd be great." Umi chirped. "We have some friends visiting
us. Come up sometime and I'll introduce you."

"Cool! We'll try to get to the surface later tonight." Serena
said with enthusiasm. "Oh, ya know the Sea Carnival is in town
today and tomorrow. You've just gotta see it."

"I love water carnivals!" Umi exclaimed. Mermen and mermaids
around them glanced over in irritation. Umi closed her mouth
tightly, she had forgotten that outdoors or not they were in a
cafe. "I'll check it out." She said quietly.

Celine laughed. "Don't be embarrassed, sound does carry in the
water."

"Oh yeah." Umi nodded.

"Umi, can I talk to you...over there?" Celine requested,
pointing over to an area outside of the cafe.

"Sure." Umi answered without even thinking. Then she wondered
why Celine would need to talk in private.

"You're excused." Serena said in a snobby voice, waving them
away like flies. She couldn't hold up her impression for long
tho and ended up laughing at herself.

Once Umi and Celine were out of earshot, Celine said "Last week,
Seth asked me out!"

"Ooo congrats." Umi beamed. She was honestly happy for her
mermaid friend. She had changed so much and really become a
sweet person, she deserved to find love.

'It's just that..." A worried line appeared on Celine's
forehead. "Well, I haven't dated since I changed. And when I
used to date it was usually just to get something out of it. I'm
ashamed of that now, but I really am not sure how to act. I do
want to go out with him, I have just been stalling."

"Aww." Umi put a reassuring arm around Celine. "I don't think
you have anything to worry about. Just be you - I mean he
already likes you. I think it will turn out to be fun."

"I hope I don't mess it up. I do like him a lot." She
confessed. Her tail went back and forth nervously.


"I'll help you get ready for a date if you like. Would that
make you feel better?" Umi asked.

"Yes! Thanks, Umi." Celine sighed bubbles of relief.

"Okay. Go ahead and set the date up. I'm gonna go see what my
friends are up to, be back later. Tell the others I said bye!"
Umi flipped her tail in a form of waving and swam off back up to
the surface.

"Watch this!" Kaze said, as she caught a wave, and rode it.
"Awesome," Yusuke said, "you really know how to make it
interesting!"
"Come over here," Kaze said, "and you can surf without a
board, too."
Yusuke pattled over to Kaze and allowed her to use her wind
power to make him ride the waves, as well. With a kick of his
foot, he abandoned his surf board, letting it drift back ashore.
The couple moved closer together.
"I never met anyone quite like you," Yusuke said, as he
slipped an arm around Kaze's waste.
"And you're the only guy I've met that not only appreciates
my love for sports and flying, but will join me in those
activities," Kaze said.
"I know I can't fly like you," Yusuke said, "but I do love to
ride the wind with your help."

On the beach, Hikaru picked up Yusuke's surf board and
watched the happy couple. So her big brother and her best friend
were an item now! Hikaru couldn't help but cry out with
excitement. She ran back to Sadira, Himeko and Mamoru. Sadira
had by this time made a whole sand kingdom.
"Awesome!" Hikaru said, when she saw Sadira's handywork. "Hey
guess what! Kaze-chan and my older brother are an item now! I
saw them on the waves."
"He's liked her for quite some time," Mamoru said.
"Sadira-san," Himeko asked, "howcome you don't have a
boyfriend?"
"Hime-chan!" Hikaru scolded. She knew that at one time,
Sadira had been attracted to Aladdin. The two were good friends
now, but Hikaru didn't want Sadira to feel any old feelings of
rejection.
"It's ok, Hikaru," Sadira said, "Aladdin was just a crush
anyway. But, the reason why I don't have a boyfriend is because
I have never felt that special feeling for any guy."
"What special feeling?" Himeko asked.
"The one you feel when you know you've fallen in love,"
Hikaru said.
Just then, Kaze and Yusuke walked up. They were holding hands
and looked very happy.
"So," Hikaru said, "was I right? Are you guys an item now?"
Yusuke laughed. "Little Sister, you are a hopeless romantic.
But yes, to answer your question, Kaze is my new girlfriend."
Hikaru clapped her hands in excitement.

Hikari flew overhead, watching everybody in their activities,
and had even seen Yusuke and Kaze, as they shared a kiss on the
waves. So, they were an item now, too. Well, if there was

anybody who was perfect for the Princess of Windom, it was
Hikaru's older brother.
Hikari flew away from the group, to see if there was anything
interesting beyond the campsite. She had flown a mile or so,
when she stopped, and stared in surprise. Was that...? But she
had been missing for years. Everybody back in the Five Kingdoms
had presumed her dead.
A girl, about 23, with long black hair, tied back with a
ribbon walked the beach alone. Hikari flew down to talk with
her.
"Kikiyo!" she called. The girl walked on, pretending she
didn't hear the light fairy. Hikari flew down, in front of her
this time. "Kikiyo! It's me! Hikari!"
Kikiyo stopped. "What do you want, fairy?"
"It's been ten years, Kikiyo! For ten years, everybody
thought you had died in the..."
"Let them think that," Kikiyo said coldly. "It's better this
way."
"But where have you been?" Hikari asked, concern in her
voice.
"That is not your concern," Kikiyo said. "Now, go. And forget
you ever saw me."
Reluctantly, Hikari left.
After the light fairy had left, Kikiyo stared out to sea. She
untied the ribbon from her hair, allowing it to blow free in the
wind. "Yes, Hikari," she said, "forget about me. Go back to your
home in the Five Kingdoms, with its lies about love, trust and
understanding. Love is a waste of time. Anybody I see in love, I
will kill them. If I see anybody falling in love, I'll destroy
them." Kikiyo gave an evil laugh.

At dinner, Umi was telling everybody about the carnival
Seline had invited her to.
"I wish I could go," Hikaru said. "Can you bring me back a
present?"
Umi laughed, but promised Hikaru she'd find her something.

After dinner, everybody went off for various evening plans.
Hikari went to find Aladdin and Jasmine. There was something so
cold and menacing in Kikiyo's eyes when Hikari had spoken to the
girl, and Hikari was concerned for everybody's safety.
She found Aladdin and Jasmine sitting in the sand together.
She hated to ruin this moment for them, but she had to if she
wanted them to have more moments like it.
"Is something wrong, Hikari?" Aladdin asked.
"For the moment, only mildly," Hikari said. "During my
flight, I saw someone, and I think you and Jasmine should know
about it."

Aladdin and Jasmine looked at the fairy with concern.
"Her name is Kikiyo," Hikari continued. "She not only helped
Mozenrath when he attacked the Five Kingdoms years ago, but she
was also kind of his right hand. I think they were even an item
for awhile, but he could have just been using her. Before she
met that demented snake, she had a bright future ahead of her.
Then, she became infatuated with him, and he used that as a
tool. She turned up missing during the early stages of the
battle. We all assumed she was dead."
"If she worked for Mozenrath," Aladdin said, "then she must
be bad news."
"She was so cold when we spoke," Hikari said. "And I caught
what she said as I was flying away."
"What did she say?" Jasmine asked.
"She said love was a waste of time, and anybody in love
should be destroyed."

"That doesn't sound good." Aladdin observed. He glanced at
Jasmine, thinking of how much he loved her. Why would anyone be
so against love? Then again, the girl had a thing for
Mozenrath....

"Thanks for the warning, Hikari." Jasmine said.

"Hopefully we won't have to deal with her. I want the girls to
have a real vacation." Aladdin added.

"Yes, they need the break." Hikari agreed. "Seeing her acting
the way she was tho...it makes me worry."

"We'll be on the look out." Jasmine promised.

"I know, and I appreciate it." Hikari responded gratefully.
"I'll tell my sister to keep an eye open as well. But let's not
mention anything to the Princesses just yet. Maybe nothing will
happen."

***********************

Minutes later Hikaru and Mamoru were walking hand-in-hand along
the shore. "I love vacations." Hikaru said wistfully. She looked
up at Mamoru, "But they are even more special with you here."

"Glad to be here. I'd go anywhere to be near you. Hikaru." He
told her.

Just as the two were about to kiss they heard a shriek. It
sounded like the cry of a heart breaking. They both jerked their
heads toward the sound. They saw nothing but before they knew it
jagged ice pieces were being hurled at them. One scratched
Hikaru's arm. She yelped with surprise and pain. Mamoru tried to
get her to run but Hikaru stood firm. "Love & beauty shock!" She
yelled sending out her rainbow of magic in the direction the ice
came from. No more shards were thrown after that and the beach
got oddly quiet. Whoever or whatever had meant to hurt them was
gone.

"Come on, lets get a bandage on that cut." Mamoru said,
steering Hikaru over to the tents. "I think the others need to
know about this."

"Yeah, we don't want anyone else coming into contact
with...that thing."

**************************
Umi and Lantis were sitting in a small boat looking at the
rhythmic waves. "So beautiful." Umi sighed. She was in human
form for now and enjoying sitting close with Lantis.

"You're more beautiful." He told her. Love shown in his eyes.
What could have been mistaken as a line pierced Umi's heart, she
knew he really meant what he said.

"I'm so happy we got together." Umi said holding his strong
hand. "And I love spending this down time with you." Umi leaned
her head on his shoulder, taking in the moment. Suddenly the
boat rocked. It felt like something hit it!

"Look!" Lantis exclaimed. Something had caused a hole in the
boat. Before they could even guess what did it, they found out.
Sharp icicles seemingly fell from the sky.

"What's going on?" Umi said anxiously.

"Someone must be throwing these." Lantis picked up a broken
piece of ice to examine it.

"No time to guess who....Gotta swim for it, we're sinking!"
Umi cried. At least Lantis was a good swimmer. There were now
several large holes in the bottom of the boat, it was going down
fast. Umi jumped over the side of the boat, ice still flying at
them. Lantis took a breath and followed her.
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Lantis and Umi swam as hard as they could for the shore.
A woman, with long dark hair hovered over them, cackling. "If
anybody is in love, kill them," she said, "IF anybody is falling
in love, destroy them." She shot an ice shard directly at the
couple.
Fortunately, Umi pulled Lantis out of the way just in time.
"Sparkling wide pressure!" she shouted, sending a waterfall
directly at the ice witch.
When the water cleared, the witch was gone.

"And then Hikaru used her love and beauty shock," Mamoru was
explaining to the others, "and who or whatever sent the ice
shards was gone."
"Who would do such a thing?" Hikaru wondered.
Just then, Umi and Lantis joined the others. Both were
soaking wet.
"Umi-chan! Lantis-san!" Hikaru rushed to her friends. "Are
you ok? What happened out there?"
"We were attacked," Umi said. "First, a shower of ice shards
sank our boat. Then, we saw her."
"Saw who?" Hikari asked.
"The ice witch," Umi said. "She wants to kill anybody who's
in love."
"Kikiyo," Hikari said, more to herself than anybody else.
"Kikiyo?" Hikaru wondered. "Who is Kikiyo?"
"You're too young to remember, Princess, but she turned up
missing about ten years ago. We all took her for dead." Hikari
saw no need in mentioning Kikiyo's involvement with Mozenrath.
"And now she's here?" Hanako said.
"How could anyone hate love so much?" Hikaru asked.
"I don't understand it, myself," Aladdin said, putting an arm
around Jasmine.
"If we were smart, we'd leave here before anything else
happens," Iago said.
"No!" Hikaru said forcefully. Everybody looked at her.
"Hikaru," Mamoru said, "if that ice blade had been much
closer..."
"We can't just run the other direction," Hikaru said. "Then
that will allow Kikiyo to hurt other people...and just for
falling in love. As the Princess of Cosmos, and High Princess of
the Five Kingdoms, it's my duty to eliminate evil and make sure
that there's plenty of love in the world. If we just go back
home, then I couldn't keep my right to the throne with a clear
conscience."
Yusuke looked at his sister. She was always so determined
when she needed to be. She would make a great queen. But, he
couldn't help but worry for her safety. He knew that she'd give
her life if it meant protecting the lives of others. Still, he
knew he couldn't argue with her right now.

Jasmine listened to Hikaru's speech intently. She understood how
the girl felt. Jasmine felt the same loyalty to her people and
the same sense of duty. This witch had to be stopped. If it were
someone just after Aladdin they might leave but leaving would
not solve this. This woman was out to end all love and Jasmine
would not let that happen.

"She's right." Jasmine spoke up. "We can't let that witch hurt
anyone else."

"I say we stay and face her." Aladdin nodded. "Umi, Lantis, if
either of you see her again alert us immediately. Maybe she
can't be reasoned with....if not then we'll have to fight."

"Be on the look out." Hikari said. "But try to still have fun,
do what you want. Just be aware of the danger."

"Look out for evil love-hating witch. Got it." Genie took
notes on paper he zapped up. "Hmm, makes for a fun vacation."

They all agreed to keep up a vacation atmosphere until they
spotted trouble. Even if they had to pretend to have fun, they
had to get a chance at stopping Kikiyo.

*********************

A couple of hours later nothing had happened. Slowly everyone
started going back to what they were doing. Jasmine and Aladdin
sat by their tent talking to Sadira.

"I wonder how those ice shards would do up against my sand
magic?" Sadira said, thinking out loud. It was clear she was
mentally preparing for the inevitable fight.

"I think it would be a good defense." Jasmine replied. She
looked down at her amulet. It had saved Mamoru....she wondered
what else it was capable of.

"Well at least the ice witch hasn't built up defenses like
Mozenrath." Aladdin said in an optimistic tone. "Not that we
know of anyway."

"You know," Jasmine began thoughtfully. "I feel sorry for
her." Sadira raised her eyebrows at her in a silent question.
"If she knew how wonderful love could be then she wouldn't be so
against it. She had a bad experience and wasn't willing to try
again. I just think she's missing out, and that's sad."

"It is sad." Aladdin agreed. "But for her to be out to kill
all love - now that's crazy."

"Yeah, nuts." Sadira nodded. "I'm gonna go check on the
girls." She announced, getting up. The Princesses were pretty
spread out over the beach and Sadira just wanted to sort of do a
head count for her own piece of mind.

Watching Sadira go, Aladdin and Jasmine leaned against each
other. The beach was a lovely place, especially at this time of
day. It was such a shame Kikiyo had to show up. Jasmine clutched
Aladdin's hand, suddenly very thankful to have him near. She
didn't even want to think what her life might be like without
him. He was everything to her. She looked up at him. "So, wanna
go for a swim?" She asked playfully. Playing water tag with
Aladdin was always fun.

"Yeah, that's a good idea." Aladdin's face lit up. They were
about to search the tent for their swimsuits when they saw a
shadow approach from behind them.

"I see your rings." The cold voice rang out. "Marriage...the
ultimate step of love. I will not have it!"

Aladdin and Jasmine turned quickly and saw her. The ice witch,
she was just about eight feet from them. Jasmine grabbed at her
amulet, she knew somehow it would help her. But before she had a
chance to use it Kikiyo blew a blast of frigid air at her.
Jasmine did her best to get out of the way but there was no
escape. In seconds Jasmine was frozen solid. A living ice
sculpture.

"Jasmine!" Hikaru heard Aladdin's screams, as she and Mamoru
were walking down the beach.
"Sounds like trouble," Hikaru said, pulling out a magic
compact. "Crisis make up! Transform!" A stream of rainbow stars
swirled around Hikaru. In a matter of minutes, she was dressed
in her armour, and was running to see what had happened. Mamoru
went after her.

When she got to the scene, Kikiyo was there, cackling like
crazy. "Let all who ever loved perish!" she cried.
Jasmine had been put on ice, and Hikaru wasted no time in
flinging her tiara like a discus, freeing Jasmine.
"Stop right there!" she said to the witch. "The love between
a husband and wife is special and sacred. How dare you destroy
something so precious! I'm Princess Hikaru, soldier of love, and
I'm not very happy with you!"
Kikiyo sent a huge ice shard at Hikaru, but she jumped out of
the way.
"Rainbow whip!" she called, sending out a rainbow that
knocked the witch off her feet.
"You'll pay for this, you brat!" Kikiyo said, sending a
frosty blast at Hikaru.
"Fire whip!" came a voice. Moe-chan! Hikaru looked to see the
other four princesses, all clad in full armour.
"More goody-goody pests!" Kikiyo snarled. "I will kill you
all!" She sent a shower of ice blades, causing everyone to duck
and dodge, doing their best to avoid getting hit.
"Maiagare, Suzaku!" Genrou called, making the red phoenix
appear. Suzaku flew around, melting the ice blades, then flew
around Kikiyo.
The witch beat a hasty retreat. "I'll be back," she called,
"and you'll all wish you'd never loved!"
After she was gone, Hikaru reverted to her normal clothes,
and ran to Jasmine. "Are you ok?" she asked.
"I think so," Jasmine said, "Thanks, Hikaru."
"Don't thank me," Hikaru said, "Genrou saved the day with his
Suzaku attack."
By this time, Suzaku had flown back to Genrou and
disappeared.

Under the sea Celine and Serena had just arrived at the
carnival. It was busy with activity and glowing with hundreds of
starfish. "I hope Umi can come back and see this." Celine said
with excitement in her voice.

"Yeah! I'm glad you can make it this year." Serena responded.
"Last year you were--"

"I know, beached. Ick. Maybe from now on I won't get into so
much trouble." Celine winked. "Where's Seth supposed to meet
us?"

"By the Ferris Wheel. I don't see him yet." Serena said
swimming up to look over some of the crowd. "Let's ride the sea
horse caracel while we wait! There's hardly a line so far."

"Okay." Celine said happily. She hadn't been to one of these
carnivals since she was about 14. She was usually in trouble or
just didn't care to go mingle. Now this was a real treat. "I
call the red one." She told her sister.

"Fine with me." Serena shrugged.

*************************

15 minutes later the sisters met Seth near the Ferris Wheel.
Celine looked up, trying to decide if she wanted to ride it. "Is
it mostly made of seaweed this year?" She questioned.

"Nah, that was last year...it didn't hold up too well the 2nd
day. This year the seaweed is just for show." Seth informed her.

"In that case, let's ride."

"You two go on ahead. I'm going to get a snack." Serena swam
off to the food booths before either could protest. Really she
just thought the pair could use some alone time. Celine was
worried about dating....but she was on a date now without even
realizing it.


**************************

On the beach Genie was securing the tents so they would stay in
place. Aladdin was building a small fire, it was getting dark
and as the sun went down the beach cooled off quite a bit.

"Ooo a campfire." Genie noticed what Aladdin was doing. "Here
ya go, Al." Genie zapped up a few more logs, sparked the fire
and put a stick with marshmallows in Aladdin's hand.

"Thanks!" Aladdin laughed.

"Nothing like roasting marshmallows over a campfire." Genie
said flopping down in the recliner he had just made appear. "All
we need is a radio!"

"What?" Aladdin gave him a strange look.

"Oh...wrong century. Nevermind." Genie leaned forward roasting
a few more marshmallows.

"Mmm those look good." Jasmine all but licked her lips as she
approached. She had just come from sitting by the water with
Himeko, Umi and Lantis. She sat down by Aladdin and snuggled
close. "The water got cold." She explained with a smile,
gesturing to her bare feet. "And I'd rather not be reminded of
the cold right now."

"Try one of these." Aladdin suggested, giving her a warm
marshmallow.

"Tastes good, you didn't even burn it."

"Yeah." Aladdin hid his first three burnt marshmallows behind
him.

Iago flew over to them. "Hey! Food!" He landed on Aladdin's
shoulder. "How about sharing, Cherry Blossom?" He laughed.

"Knock it off, Iago." Aladdin frowned and shrugged the parrot
off him.

"No sense of humor." The bird grumbled.

"Hey gang!" Genie suddenly had a megaphone. "Got plenty of
marshmallows." He morphed into a 50s type housewife. "They make
a yummy snack, come and get it!"

Hikaru and Mamoru sat on the beach, staring at the stars,
their arms wrapped around each other.
"Nuriko sure looks bright and beautiful tonight," Hikaru
said, pointing at a constelation.
"Not half as beautiful as you," Mamoru said, kissing her
softly.
The two sat there, just holding each other for several
minutes. Then Hikaru's nose twitched. "Hey! They're roasting
marshmellows over there!" she said. The two headed in the
direction of the campfire.

"Mamoru! Hikaru!" Jasmine exclaimed.
"Hikaru smelled the marshmellows, and so we came over,"
Mamoru said.
Hikaru noticed the burned marshmellows Aladdin was hiding. "I
love them that way!" she said, taking one and popping it in her
mouth.
"That is so gross!" Iago said.
"No, it isn't," Hikaru said. "They're the best when they're
burned on the outside and creamy on the inside."
"Then you're just eating charcoal," Genie said.
"Actually, you don't taste the burnt part too much. The
creamy fluff makes up for that." Hikaru held a marshmellow over
the fire, until it literally was ablaze. Then she blew out the
flame, and popped it into her mouth.
"Ya know what I'm craving now?" Hikaru said.
"What?" Genie asked.
"Pizza."
"Pizza?" Aladdin said, "but you had dinner two hours ago."
"I know, but my motabelism burned it off already."
The others laughed. Genie zapped up a pizza.
"Ooh! Pizza!" Umi, Lantis and Himeko walked up, and helped
themselves to the pizza.

Hikaru woke up early the next morning. She found Mamoru, and
the two walked together, in order to watch the sun rise. Aladdin
and JAsmine joined them.
"I'm surprised you're up this early," Aladdin teased.
"I wanted to see this," Hikaru said, "the colours are so
pretty. It's a reflection on the outcome of the day, I think."
Suddenly, it got cold, and snow started to fall.
"I'll destroy you, ai no senshi!" Kikiyo's voice said, before
she appeared. With an icy blizard, she blasted the others out of
the way, and charged at Hikaru. "Burn in Hades!" She shot a
deadly ice blade directly at Hikaru.
At that moment, a wave crashed up over the princess, and
pulled her out to sea and underwater.
Thinking that the troublesome soldier of love was out of the
way, Kikiyo disappeared. WHen she was gone, the ice and snow
melted.
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Within seconds ice was falling from the sky in slivers - very
sharp slivers. "Ow!" Kaze felt a couple hit her face. Around her
everyone else was trying to shield themselves with their arms.
She summoned a strong wind to blow the harmful ice away. It
didn't work as well as planned but it did clear most of the ice
from the air. Sadira got her chance to test out her sand powers
against this new enemy. She blasted sand in all directions. It
stuck to the ice and make the shards dull.

The ice witch screamed in frustration. She held out both hands
and sent dozens of ice swords hurling at the group. "Everyone
get down!" Aladdin commanded as he threw himself and Jasmine
down onto the soft sand. Luckily everyone did get out of the way
in time. Himeko stood up and brushed sand away from her arms.
Her eyes turned into slits and she shot her crescent moon at
Kikiyo. It hit the woman with force right to her gut. She
staggered but kept from falling with the help of her own icy
wind. Jasmine used her amulet to fire a painful blast of power,
which got Kikiyo right in the head.

"All love must be gone!" She shrieked, now dizzy. "Destroy!"
She righted herself and aimed directly at Aladdin and Jasmine
this time sending a whirlwind of snow and ice. The pair barely
had time to react, but Hanako's quick thinking saved them. She
put up a wall of dirt and flowers to protect her friends.
"Nooo!" The witch cried, getting more steamed by the minute.

Moeagaru and Hikaru teamed up, hitting Kikiyo with a double
whammy of their combined powers. That was enough to finally
knock the woman back. Kaze used forceful winds to blow the ice
witch backward into the ocean. Celine was happy to take over
from there. She had a blast of water spout up under Kikiyo which
sent her flying. Waves continued to carry her farther out to sea
until she was no longer in sight.

*********************

Hours later Kikiyo fought her way to shore. She had been poked
and played with by a variety of sea creatures. As far as she was
concerned if she ever swam again it would be too soon. She was
too far away to take care of that grossly in love bunch now. But
she knew she would someday win. They would pay for being happy
and loved. She set her sites on another type of revenge. One she
wanted so much and had waited so long for she could taste it.

Late that night she finally made it to her destination. Sweet
revenge would soon be hers. She walked into the gloomy Land of
Black Sand. Mozenrath was about to meet his doom.

***************************

"How about another game of volleyball?" Genie suggested.

"Don't you ever get tired of that game?" Himeko asked, looking
up at Genie.

"Nah, he THINKS he's good at it." Iago told her. "His team
only won earlier because Carpet was on it." Carpet was only a
few feet away and he wiggled his tassels in agreement.

"Why don't we tell scary stories?" Aladdin asked everyone.

"Okay, scary stories, go over by the tents," Genie popped into
a camp uniform, he even held a whistle. "Volleyball, come with
me."

So they all split up. Hikaru, Mamoru, Hanako, Ferio, Iago,
Aladdin and Jasmine opted for ghost stories.

"I dunno... Hikaru I think you'll be too scared. Go try volley
ball." Iago said loudly.

"I'm not a baby." She insisted. "This sounds fun." She
instinctively grabbed Mamoru's arm as they all sat down in a
circle.

"Ok, I'll start." Aladdin volunteered. "This is the story of
the face in the mirror.... One day a middle aged lady decided
she was looking too old. She went to her doctor begging for
help. Now this doctor was rumored to do sloppy work, but the
lady trusted him. After three surgeries she lay in bed without
seeing herself. After that long week of initial recovery the
woman finally demanded to see how she looked. Her friends warned
her the swelling was high and she would not like what she saw.
But the woman was relentless, she just had to see. Had the doc
ruined her?"

"This is NOT scary." Iago blurted out.

"Anyway," Aladdin continued, ignoring Iago. "After most of the
bandages were removed the nurse handed her a mirror. Her friends
still begged her not to look...something had gone terribly
wrong. Feeling her loose skin and scarred flesh the lady bravely
held up the mirror. She was horrified at what she saw...she
looked like--" Aladdin whipped out Umi's mirror and stuck it in
Iago's face. "THIS!" He yelled in a spooky voice. Iago was so
not expecting to see anything much less himself he jumped and
screamed like a little girl. He covered his eyes with his wings
and hid behind Mamoru.

At that everyone cracked up. "Didn't know you were so scary
looking did ya?" Aladdin teased. Iago came out, looked around
and huffed.

"Now who's scared?" Hikaru giggled.

