Adventures in Agrabah Part 10 - The Cursed Necklace Part 1

Hikaru sat downstairs with Hikari, Jinsoku, Aladdin, Jasmine,
Moeagaru and Genrou.
"I'm so happy for you, Moe-chan," she said. Moeagaru and
Genrou had only been an item for just a few days. They still had
occasional arguments, but Moe-chan would always argue if she
knew, or at least thought she was right. It was a part of her.
"Now we just need to find someone for Kaze-chan."
"Hikaru..." Hikari looked at her reproachfully.
"Well, it would make her happy."
"You read far too many romances," Hikari said.
"I don't think you'll have to look very far if you want Kaze
to fall in love," Jinsoku said.
"Yes," Jasmine agreed. "I've noticed she spends a lot of time
with Prince Yusuke."
"I did notice that, too," Moeagaru said.
"Kaze-chan and my big brother..." Hikaru thought about the
idea. "Then Big Brother wouldn't have to leave the Five Kingdoms
when he gets married!"
Suddenly, the group heard a very angry "BAKA!" (Primera) A
few minutes later, Rasul came in wearing a French maid's outfit,
and talking in a very bad French accent.
"Primera!" Hikari yelled. Primera flew into the room. "Change
him back!"
"He always calls me a sprite! And now he does it on purpose!
He's an idiot!"
"Change him back! Hikaru! Stop laughing! Aladdin, set an
example." Hikari said sternly.
Both Hikaru and Aladdin were doubled over on the floor,
laughing. The rest were trying to hide their giggles.
Primera tapped RAsul, and he changed back. He glared at
Primera and left the room.
"Why do you always make him act rediculous?" Jasmine wanted
to know.
"So other people see how dumb he really is," Primera
explained.
"Primera!" Hikari scolded.
"Well, you should know, big sister, about the magic I use on
him. If he were smarter, then the spells I put on him would have
no effect." She demonstrated by sprinkling Aladdin with some of
her magic.
"Hey!" Aladdin said, "that tickles!" Nothing else happened.
"See?" Primera said. "Aladdin, as we all know, is smart,
clever and quick-witted. If he wasn't, he'd be singing Munchkin
Land right about now."
"What if there was an intruder in the palace?" Jasmine asked.
"Then Rasoul better not call me a sprite. Besides, the guards
say that Hikaru's fair hair and blue eyes are more threatening
than Rasoul."

"Don't spend all your allowance in one shopping trip," Hikari
said, to Hikaru at the market place later.
Hikaru, Hikari and Jinsoku had decided to go shopping. Well,
it was Hikaru's idea, actually. Hikari had tried to talk her out
of it, saying she had enough jewlery and animal figurines.
"Weren't you a teenager before, Hikari-sama?" Hikaru asked.
"Hikaru!" Hikari scolded. "If that's a comment about my age,
I'll box your ears!"
"It wasn't," Hikaru smiled. "But surely you like a piece of
jewlery every now and then. You are a light fairy, after all."
"Yes," Hikari said, "but if you'd save your allowance for two
weeks in a row, you'd have more money, instead of crying
Thursday that you're broke."
"Ooh!" Hikaru said, spotting the prettiest necklace she'd
ever seen. It was a gold necklace, with a crecent moon. "It will
go great with the crecent moon earings Mamo-chan got me."
Hikaru ran to the cart to buy the necklace.

The next day, the five princesses were gathered in the
library. Genie was wrapping up the lesson.
When the bell rang, the Princesses started to head out.
Suddenly, they heard an anguished scream. When they turned to
see what the trouble was, Hikaru was on the floor, moaning in
pain.


Aladdin and Jasmine were in the kitchen preparing a nice snack
for the girls when Genie popped in. Jasmine nearly walked into
him as he appeared in front of her.

"Whoa, sorry Jas. But we have an emergency, you two get to the
library quick." Poof, he was gone again. Aladdin and Jasmine
exchanged worried looks. They dropped what they were doing and
ran to the library. It had to be bad for Genie to be so serious.

Even before they got to the library's grand doorway they could
hear someone in obvious pain. "What do you think happened?"
Jasmine said, a note of fear in her voice.

"I don't know...but it doesn't sound good." Aladdin replied.
He pushed his hair out of his face nervously. The pair entered
the library and found Hikaru writhing in pain. Kaze and Moeagaru
were holding on to her trying to help but she just seemed to
scream louder than before.

"What's wrong?" Jasmine asked softly. Hikaru's friends had
propped her up somewhat. Jasmine bent down to look Hikaru in the
face.

"Pain..." She moaned.

"Where is the pain?" Umi wanted to know. Hikaru clutched at
her chest and stomach.

"I've never seen anything like this." Genie marveled.

"You don't know what's wrong with her?" Aladdin asked, looking
surprised. Genie sadly shook his head. Concern creased Aladdin's
forehead and he went to hold Hikaru's hand...it was all he could
think of to do to help her at the moment. "Hikaru?" Aladdin said
gently taking her hand. Hikaru let out a blood curdling scream
and gripped Aladdin's hand hard. It was so loud that most of
them took a step back. "Is there anything we can do to help?"
Aladdin questioned Hikaru.

"I don't think so..." She moaned, tears forming in her eyes.
She screamed again and dropped Aladdin's hand to hold her
stomach.

"Maybe it was something she ate?" Jasmine suggested.

"But we all had Falafel for breakfast, and we're fine." Kaze
pointed out.

"Did you eat anything else, Hikaru?" Hanako asked.

"Just...some fruit." Came the pained answer.

"I had an apple earlier." Aladdin offered. He spread his arms,
"But I'm ok."

"I'll throw out all the fruit, just in case." Jasmine told the
others. "Hikaru, I'll be right back. I'll bring you a cool
cloth." Hikaru merely nodded, still moaning.

"I think we should get her up to bed." Hanako said. The
others agreed. The girls gathered around, about to attempt to
carry their friend up the many stairs.

"No, don't. I'll do it." Aladdin stepped closer. He didn't see
any reason for the girls to strain themselves and risk getting
hurt on the stairs. Aladdin scooped Hikaru up and started out
the library doors. Hikaru screamed in agony all the way down the
hall. It made Aladdin's ears ring. "I'm sorry! Am I hurting
you?" Aladdin asked - Hikaru continued to wail. Aladdin knitted
his brow. He couldn't figure it out...His grip wasn't too tight,
his nails were clipped and there was no physical sign of harm on
Hikaru that he could see. But she yelled as if she was being
ripped apart. He hurried to get her to her room. Maybe it was
being moved that caused an increase in whatever pain she felt.

Once inside Hikaru's room Aladdin sat her down on her bed. "I
hope you'll be more comfortable here." He said. He was trying
hard not to show how much he was worried. What kind of illness
could this be? He could hear Jasmine coming down the hall, so he
started to back out of the room. He didn't know what to do. He
wished he could help Hikaru but had no idea how.

Jasmine rushed in with a cold cloth which she promptly put on
Hikaru's head. "Thanks." The girl whispered. Then the other
Princesses came in to see what they could do.

"If it was the food, then is there anything to ease the
effects?" Hanako questioned.

"I'll check Father's medicines." Jasmine volunteered. She ran
off, not wasting a second.

"I think the twins are lucky." Umi said softly. "You and
Jasmine will be great parents." She said to Aladdin, who was now
standing in the doorway. Aladdin bowed his head, not sure what
to say but gave Umi a smile.

"Genie!" Aladdin called, wondering why his blue friend wasn't
with them when he knew what was going on. Genie popped in with a
cloud of purple smoke.

"Sorry, made a stop on the way up." Genie quickly explained.
He was holding a cup filled with red liquid.

"What's that?" Kaze asked, pointing to the stuff.

"Medicine...actually I got it from the future, so keep it hush
hush." Genie said holding up the cup like it was gold.

"Father doesn't have anything for stomach pains." Jasmine
sighed, poking her head back into the room.

"That's ok, I think Genie took care of it." Aladdin gestured
to Genie who was giving the cup to Hikaru. They all unknowingly
held their breath watching Hikaru try to take the red medicine.

Hikaru took the medicine Genie had brought. The others waited
in anticipation.
A few minutes later, the medicine was on the floor. Hikaru
wiped her mouth. "I'm sorry," she said weakly.

Mozenrath watched his crystal ball with delight.
"Everything is going acording to plan," he said. "Soon, I'll
have Hikaru. She won't even want to escape me. And maybe Aladdin
will be dead before this is all over."

In the moon kingdom, Hikari flew fast to find Mamoru. Hikaru
needed him by her side.
"Hikari-sama!" It was Princess Himeko. "What brings you
here?"
"I need to find your uncle," Hikari explained. "Hikaru's very
sick, and none of us can figure out what is wrong."
"Hikaru-san is sick?" Himeko's face fell. The two rushed to
find Mamoru.

Mamoru was in the throan room of the lunar palace, chatting
with his sister, Queen Lune Venus, when Hikari and Himeko rushed
in.
"Himeko! Hikari-sama!" Lune Venus said, seeing the worry in
their eyes. "What is wrong?"
"It's Princess Hikaru," Himeko said.
"She's fallen ill," Hikari added. "It happened this
afternoon. SHe just fell over with pain."
"I better go to her," Mamoru said.
"I wanna go too!" Himeko said.
"I can't allow that just yet," Lune Venus said solumnly. "You
still have some things to take care of here. Remember, you were
due to arrive there tomorrow evening, anyway. Don't worry,
Mamoru will take care of Princess Hikaru."

Hikaru lay in bed. The other four princesses, Jasmine and
Genie sat around her bed with solumn expressions. Aladdin had
gone out to get Hikaru some juice.
"I have to make myself eat," she explained.
"Just don't overdo it," Hanako said, "you don't want to throw
up again."
"I don't want to be dehydrated, either," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru," Mamoru had arrived.
Hikaru screamed in pain.
"It's been like this since class let out," Umi said.
"And she puked," Moeagaru said.
"Moe-chan..." Hikaru said weakly. Even in her current
condition, she didn't want her boyfriend to know all the graphic
details.
"I brought something for you," Mamoru said, coming to
Hikaru's side. He pulled out a purple stuffed kitty with a gold
crecent moon on its forehead.
"Isn't that..." Hikaru said.
"Himeko's favourite toy," Mamoru said. "She wanted you to
have it, so you would feel better."
Hikaru smiled weakly. "You're all so good to me," she said.

When Aladdin came back with fresh orange juice he was happy to
see that Mamoru had arrived. Hikari worked fast! He went into
Hikaru's room without knocking - the door was open anyway.
Everyone was sitting around watching Hikaru with hawk eyes.

Aladdin set the glass down on Hikaru's beside table. She yelled
out with severe pain and sunk back against her pillows.
Aladdin's eyes widened and he turned to the Princesses, Genie,
and Mamoru. "She doesn't seem to be any better. Maybe we should
let her get some rest?" They all agreed to that.

"If you need anything just call." Jasmine said. She touched
Hikaru's hot forehead. "Aww you're burning up."

"The juice may help that." Moeagaru spoke up.

"I hope so." Jasmine started for the door along with the
others. She cast a backward glance at the sick Princess and said
a silent prayer.

"Remember, someone will come running if you need
anything...feel better." Aladdin told Hikaru before shutting her
door.

"What's all the commotion about?" Iago squawked in irritation.
He landed on Aladdin's shoulder as the group came downstairs.

"Hikaru's sick." Jasmine answered him.

"Very sick." Hanako said gravely.

"What, she got a royal cold or somethin'?"

"No, we don't know what it is." Aladdin snapped.

"But it is painful and could be dangerous." Kaze added.

"Oookay, jeez." Iago took off.

"He cares a lot more than he lets on." Jasmine said to the
Princesses.

"There has to be some cure." Mamoru said.

"Usually, there is." Genie confirmed. "But you can't cure what
you can't diagnose." A doctor's outfit appeared on Genie and he
made a show of ripping the badge off.

"It could be a virus." Hanako said.

"Or maybe she developed a severe allergy... to one of us." Umi
guessed.

"Doubtful, but not unheard of." Genie said thoughtfully. "I'll
go research her symptoms." In a flash he was gone.

The group hadn't even been seated downstairs for five minutes
when they heard Hikaru calling. Mamoru and Jasmine sprang into
action, saying they would handle it.

"I think I feel better." Hikaru said as soon as the two opened
her door. "Maybe a few minutes alone was all I needed." She said
hopefully. Mamoru and Jasmine came in to sit with her. Hikaru's
face twisted up in pain once more. "Ugh....relapse." She gasped.

"What kind of illness comes and goes like that?" Jasmine
wondered.

"None I've ever heard of." Mamoru replied.

"Do you think we should send word to her parents?" Jasmine
asked, rubbing her own neck. It was tense with worry. Hikaru was
clenching her teeth and holding the stuffed kitty tightly.

"Not yet. No need to worry them, they are so far away and
all." Mamoru said in response.

"Right... I just hope it doesn't get any worse." Jasmine said
barely above a whisper.

Mamoru decided to sit out in the hall so he could get to Hikaru
right away if needed. Close enough for peace of mind, but far
enough to let her rest. Jasmine went back downstairs to rejoin
the others.

"What if its deadly?" Umi was saying.

"What if it spreads?" Kaze added clasping her hands.

"Wait a minute, don't get carried away, for all we know it's
the flu." Aladdin reminded them.

"She said she felt better..." Jasmine announced as she entered
the room. "But when we got up there she took another bad turn."
Jasmine sat down next to Aladdin and leaned her head on his
shoulder. She couldn't remember the last time she felt so
helpless.


Hikaru woke up in the middle of the night. Usually, Jinsoku
slept in the same bed as her, but tonight, he had slept in
Hanako's room, to let Hikaru get some rest.
After everybody had left, Hikaru was able to go to sleep. She
thought she had seen Iago look in on her, as she drifted off,
but she couldn't be too sure. She could have imagined it.
She still felt pain, but it wasn't nearly so severe now. It
was dreadfully hot, though. Hotter than normal, Hikaru thought,
as she got up to open a window. She climbed back into bed to go
back to sleep, but didn't succeed. Why was it so hot like a
fernace?
Hikaru got out of bed again to go for a walk.

Hikaru didn't get far, before she doubled over in pain again.
Mamoru, Moeagaru and Umi rushed to her.
"You should be in bed resting," Umi said.
"It's so hot..." Hikaru said.
The three helped Hikaru back to her room.
"It's so hot in here," Hikaru repeated.
"I feel fine," Umi whispered to Moeagaru.
Mamoru went to get a cold cloth for Hikaru's forehead.

THe next day, four of the five princesses gathered in the
library for class. Genie had talked about canceling class, but
Hikaru begged him not to. "You shouldn't put your lives on hold
because of me," she had said.
Moeagaru threw her textbook down in frustration. "This is
rediculous!" she said. "We ought to be finding out why Hikaru's
so sick!"
"Moe-chan," Hanako said, "everybody is doing all they can."
"You didn't see her last night!" said Moeagaru.
"Yes," Umi agreed. "She said her bedroom was like a furnace."
Hanako put her textbook down, too. She got up, and pulled a
book off the shelf. "Moe-chan's right," she said. "We should at
least try and research Hikaru's illness."
The others gathered around anxiously.

Back in Hikaru's room, Hikaru woke up from a horrible
nightmare. Her friends were being attacked by a sand beast, and
when Hikaru got closer, to help them fight the beast, it only
grew in size.
Hikaru woke up breathing hard. Then she realized she felt
better. Not just alittle better, but a hundred percent, she
could run laps around the palace better. She lept out of bed,
but didn't get very far before she ran right into Mozenrath.
"I heard you were sick," he said, "so I had to come and
visit."
Hikaru tried to get away, but she doubled over in pain once

more.
"Running away from me only makes it hurt worse," he said,
coming alongside her.
"I don't care!" she said, making a second attempt of escape.
This time, the pain was so severe, she passed out.
mozenrath laughed wickedly, as he disappeared with the
unconsious princess.
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It was still class time for the Princesses but Aladdin and
Jasmine went into the library anyway. They knew the girls
wouldn't be getting much done with Hikaru so ill. They found
everyone huddled around a book of cures.

"Researching?" Jasmine questioned. The girls nodded.

"I looked through several books last night," Genie said. "But
the princesses want to see for themselves. And there are a few
more books that may tell us something. He handed Aladdin a book
that listed all the known viruses and allergens. Aladdin and
Jasmine sat down to look it over.

"This stomach virus lists most of Hikaru's symptoms." Jasmine
pointed out. Moeagaru came over and read over Jasmine's
shoulder.

"Maybe that's it." She said thoughtfully.

"I don't know." Aladdin read through the page again. "It
doesn't say anything about the spasms of pain."

"Hmm." Jasmine got up to pace. "That was the closest thing I
saw." She glanced outside and noted the time. Hikaru had slept
through the night at least, that was good. "I think I'll check
in on her." She told the others. "And bring her more juice."

Jasmine went up to Hikaru's room. She had a romance novel and
some orange juice ready to give her. The Princess may not feel
like reading but at least she would have a book handy if she got
bored. Jasmine knocked on the door. No answer...Hikaru must
still be sleeping. Jasmine eased open the door and walked in.
Hikaru's covers were balled up but she wasn't in bed. Where
could she have gone? Jasmine set the juice and book down and
checked the closet out of curiosity. Had Hikaru gotten better
and wondered off? It seemed unlikely.

Jasmine left the room and checked up and down the hall. Then she
made a beeline for the library. Once there she got everyone's
attention. "Hikaru's gone!"

"Gone?" Umi echoed.

"But where would she go in her condition?" Hanako wondered.
She put down the book of cures and stood up.

"I think we should look for her." Aladdin said seriously. He
headed for the door.

"Let's split up, we can cover more area that way." Moeagaru
suggested.

"All right," Aladdin agreed. "Hanako, Kaze and Abu come with
me. We'll search the downstairs area. The rest of you try
upstairs. Then we'll head to the market place."

"She better not be out in the market place." Hanako shook her
head.

"Yeah she doesn't have any money left AND she's sick." Umi
nodded.

***********************

Mozenrath leaned back on his throne. Princess Hikaru was chained
up on a bed upstairs. He was very pleased with himself. This had
been most successful. No one even knew Hikaru was missing yet.
As soon as the girl awoke Mozenrath could work his magic. This
time it would work - no interference. It was the perfect plan.

"Mozenrath smart." Xerxes drooled, breaking the relaxing
silence. Mozenrath stared at him. But his mood was too good to
fry the eel, besides he spoke the truth.

"Yes, Xerxes I am." He replied. "Princess Hikaru will now be
mine." He laughed evilly.

After an exhausting search, the group went back to the palace
for reinforcement. Sadira had joined them, when she learned of
Hikaru's strange disappearance.
"I can't connect with her telepathically," Aladdin said
solumnly.
"Did you use Umi's mirror?" Sadira suggested.
Umi produced her magic mirror. "Show me where Hikaru is," she
said. The others waited in anticipation, as the mirror worked
its magic. But, instead of showing Hikaru's location, the mirror
only produced a heavy mist.
"This is bad," Hikari said.

***Dream Sequence***
"I'm gonna be late!" Hikaru Usako sprang from her bed, and
hurried to get ready. This would be the third time this week,
and Haruna-sensei would not be happy.
Hikaru slipped on her blue and white sailor uniform, which
was the uniform of her school, Cherry Blossom Junior High. She
ran down the stairs, grabbing her lunch and books on the way by.
Hikaru ran down the street, and reached her school, which was
in the City of Tokyo.
"Late again, I see," said a guy with silver hair and blue
eyes. Where had she seen him before?

"Usako," said Haruna-sensei, when Hikaru got to class. "This
would be the third time this week." Haruna-sensei made Hikaru
stand outside holding a bucket of water.
***End Dream Sequence***

"What if she just got so sick she disappeared?" Iago
suggested.
Moeagaru swatted him angrily. "Shut up!" she screamed.
"Moe-chan..." Hanako said. "FIghting isn't going to..."
"Neither is sitting around here!" Moeagaru said, kicking a
chair across the room.
Genrou came up to her, and put a comforting arm around her.
"We WILL find her," he assured her.
"YEs," Mamoru said, "we'll search the ends of the earth, if
we have to. Who's with me?" Everybody agreed to leave no stone
unturned.
"Between all of us," Aladdin said, "we should be able to find
her. Now, let's go."

Aladdin grabbed some food and water to take with them on their
long search. No doubt they would need it.

"Where should we start?" Umi asked, hopping onto her horse.
The Princesses and Mamoru were going to follow Carpet. It was
decided that Aladdin, Jasmine, Sadira, Abu and Iago could all
safely fit for the trip. Genie, Hikari and Premira were on their
own as far as flying.

"We'll go to China first." Aladdin replied, helping Sadira and
Jasmine board Carpet.

"Good thing we've seen the world already." Jasmine commented.

"Yeah, we know how to get just about anywhere." Aladdin
agreed.

"I hope we find her soon." Hanako spoke up. Her face was
creased with worry.

"Me too. I can't figure out why my mirror wasn't any help."
Umi fretted.

"Let's get going." Mamoru requested, restless on his horse.
"We know she is in bad shape and she needs us."

**********************

Before long the group was flying very low over China. They kept
their eyes peeled, looking for a sign of any kind. "Which part
of China is this?" Primera asked.

"Bejing." Aladdin responded over his shoulder. "See, over
there is the great wall." He pointed to their far right.

"Awesome..." Primera sighed.

"Maybe we should land here." Moeagaru called out.

"Okay, we'll see if we can find anything." Aladdin said in
agreement.

Carpet and the horses landed in the middle of town. Only a few
people were out and luckily they didn't seem to notice them
landing.

"Hey!" Came a loud and very irritated voice. "Move your cows!
They almost squished me and Crekee." A little red dragon was
jumping around in front of Mamoru's horse. He appeared to be
holding a ...cricket?

"I heard they think crickets are lucky." Jasmine whispered.

"No, you lucky I don't shoot my fire and burn y'alls butts."
The dragon announced holding his head high.

"What a loud mouth!" Iago grouched.

"You wanna see fire?" Moeagaru got an indescribable look in
her eyes.

"Moe-Chan!" Kaze scolded. No need to hurt the little thing.
Moeagaru didn't stop. She lifted a hand and shot a fireball
across the market just for show. A couple of people saw and ran
away screaming. The dragon would have messed his pants if he had
any. He jumped two feet into the air.

"Oh no, did the Ancestors send you?" He quivered, trying to
hide behind a fan display.

"What? No." Aladdin stated. "Don't worry, we won't hurt you."

"Good, they better not be replacing me! The great Mushu!" The
dragon seemed to get over his fear and came back out.

"I've never seen a dragon so...small." Jasmine commented.

"If I was my real size that monkey over there would die of
fright." He boasted. Abu made a face at him and crossed his
arms. Abu was bigger than this so-called dragon.

"Listen, we're trying to find our friend." Aladdin told Mushu.
He gestured to Umi. "She's about her height, blonde hair,
answers to the name Hikaru."

"Haven't seen her." Mushu shrugged. "But we can ask
Mulan...she's a decorated war hero ya know. I'm her right arm."
He said proudly.

"All right, let's ask her." Mamoru nodded. They followed the
red dragon over some hills to the Fa household where Mulan
lived. As they approached they heard a girl singing. She had a
gorgeous voice and a pretty face.

"She sounds a lot like you, Jasmine." Aladdin smiled, nudging
her. Jasmine blushed a little then got down from Carpet. The
others followed.

"Mulan!" Mushu screamed, even tho the girl was in his sight.
"Company." A friendly dog ran to greet them as they entered
Mulan's yard. The dog jumped on Hanako and Sadira before going
in circles around all of them.

"Little Brother!" Mulan called, abruptly stopping her song.
She went after her dog and scolded him for jumping on people.
Everyone was a bit surprised that they could understand her.
This Mulan must be educated.

"Hi," Jasmine greeted. "This may sound odd...but we're from
Agrabah, it's pretty far from here. We're looking for our
friend, and we decided to try everywhere."

"Oh, my goodness." Mulan breathed. She ducked her head and
bowed to her company.

"Actually some of us are from the Five Kingdom's." Mamoru
added. "Hikaru is the girl's name we are looking for. It's very
important we find her."

"Blonde hair, kinda short." Mushu put in, jumping up to rest
on a fence post.

"I'm afraid I haven't seen anyone like that." Mulan said with
regret. "I'm sorry."

"We'll keep looking." Aladdin said.

"I'd be happy to pray for her. Perhaps that would help." Mulan
added.

"Thank you." Hanako smiled, patting Mulan's arm.

The group waved good-bye and started to fly away. But an
outburst from Mushu stopped them. "They can FLY! Now that is
what we needed battling the Huns! We coulda got everyone outta
that avalanche."

"Mushu, shh." Mulan ordered.

"Flying cows...never thought I'd see the day." He went on.
Mulan's own horse was tied up not far away. "Why can't YOU fly?
You good for nothin' heifer." Mushu yelled. Mulan grabbed her
friend and covered his mouth.

"Nice meeting you, best of luck!" She called as they took off.

"Did you hear that moron? Calling horses cows!" Iago scoffed
once they were high in the air. "He was kinda annoying too."

"Look who's talking." Sadira mumbled trying not to laugh.

***Dream Sequence****
Hikaru ran through the woods. She was back in her Five
Kingdoms, only it was unusually dark. Not even the light from a
fairy could be seen.
Her kingdom was being attacked, and it was up to Hikaru to
make things right, again.
Suddenly, Hikaru came face-to-face with a mysterious-looking
sorcerer.
"Your kingdom depends on your decision, Princess," he said,
"join forces with me, and they'll all be spared..."
***End Dream Sequence***

After their visit to China, the group touched down in a small
town called Saireg. They were walking down a main road, when
they came to a tavern.
"My wings are killing me," Iago was saying, "can't we at
least stop here and eat?"
"We might at least be able to get some information here,"
Hanako observed.
The group entered the bar, where they saw a woman behind the
counter with long green hair, and a serious expression.
"She might know something," Jasmine whispered to Aladdin.
They approached the woman.
"Welcome to the Tenchi Inn," the woman said. "My name is
Kiyone, how can I help you?"
"We're trying to get some information on a friend of ours,"
Aladdin said. "She's about fourteen, has blonde hair, and
answers to the name Hikaru."
"I haven't seen anyone that fits that description," Kiyone
said.
Jasmine and Aladdin looked disappointed.
At a table, Kaze, Primera, Hikari, Hanako, Moeagaru, Mamoru,
Sadira and Umi were waiting to be served, when a waitress with
bleech-blonde hair came up to them.
"Welcome to the Tenchi Inn," she said, "My name is Mihoshi,
and I'll be your waitress."
"I'll have an 8-ounce steak," Moeagaru said, "rare enough to
walk away."
"How can you even eat at a time like this?" Umi asked.
"I have to eat," Moeagaru explained, "to keep up my energy
level so we can find Hikaru-chan. Hey, Waitress, get me some
sake, too."
"You can't have sake," Hikari scolded. "You're too young to
drink it."
"Genrou drinks it," Moeagaru said.
"Genrou is a man," Hikari said, "and he's three years older
than you."
"Awww!" Mihoshi said, spotting Primera, "look at the cute
sprite!"
The others ducked. "Oh, no," they muttered.
At another table, Iago and Abu were playing poker with a
woman who had blue hair that was kind of wild. The woman called
herself Ryoko.
"I'll see your ten," Iago was saying, "and raise you fifty!"
Primera was chasing Mihoshi around the room, now. "I'm a
fairy!" she screamed.
"You're cheating!" Iago said to Ryoko, "you have extra cards
hidden in your sleve!"
"You're one to talk," Ryoko said, "I saw that monkey
gesturing to you before you won the last hand.
Abu chattered.
"Well, your mother was a chimp!" Ryoko retorted.
Hikari caught up to Primera and got her to stop chasing
Mihoshi.
Aladdin grabbed Iago. "We have to go now," he said. The group
headed out of the tavern.
"I hope you find your friend," Kiyone called after them.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked through the palace in Agrabah. It was unusually
quiet and empty. Where was everyone?
Suddenly, Aladdin caught up with her.
"Hikaru," he said, "we're all waiting for you downstairs!
Come on!"
Hikaru followed, then screamed. A great wall of flames had
shot up between her and Aladdin.
"Hikaru!" he cried.
"Stay away from me!" she shouted. "you'll die!"
"I have to save you!" Aladdin insisted, as he jumped into the
flames.
"Noooo!" Hikaru screamed.
***End Dream Sequence***

After their trip to Sairag, the group came to Kutou Country.
"Come back here, you idiot!" a red-haired sorceress screamed,
as she chased a guy with fair hair.
"Moeagaru, it's your twin," Iago said.
Moeagaru stuck her tongue at Iago. But she decided this other
redhead might know something.
She ran to intercept the sorceress.
"Hey!" the sorceress said. Then she took a look at Moeagaru.
"You're kind of cute! Who does your hair?"
Moeagaru got right to the point. "I'm looking for a friend,"
she said. "Blonde hair, blue eyes, answers to Hikaru."
"Well, I know someone with blonde hair and blue eyes, but he
answers to Gaury."
"No," Moeagaru said, "Hikaru is a princess."
"I don't know any princesses," the sorceress said.
"Well, thanks anyway," Moeagaru said. "We'll keep looking."
"If you ever are in town again," the sorceress said, "My
name's Lina Inverse. Now, if you'll excuse me, I've got to catch
up to that arrogant moronic friend of mine." Lina hurried off
after Gaury.
Moeagaru headed back to her friends. "She hasn't seen
anything," Moeagaru explained.
"We didn't get anywhere either," Mamoru said.
"We'll have to keep looking," Hanako said, determined.

After flying for what seemed like a very long time Hikari
spotted an interesting looking place. "Why don't we have a look
down there?" She pointed out the island to Aladdin. Everyone
agreed to land.

"Wow." Umi marveled at the surroundings as they all stretched
their legs. "This looks like a great place to live."

"It's so diverse." Hanako commented.

The group started forward looking for someone to talk to. "If
she is here she's lonely." Iago muttered. Just then a lovely
little thing with blonde hair and a green dress flew in front of
them. "Hey, another fairy!" The fairy started jabbering but
Aladdin, Jasmine and Iago had no idea what she said.

"She said she's a Pixie." Hikari translated. "Her name is
Tinker Bell."

"Can you ask her about Hikaru?" Jasmine requested.

Hikari started talking to Tinker Bell in the Pixie language.
Hikari then nodded at whatever the Pixie said. "Tinker Bell says
'the last thing she needs around is another pretty girl'. And
'no she hasn't seen a blonde human anywhere'". Hikari stopped as
Tinker Bell said something else. "Ahh, she said to 'ask the
mermaids'. They're near here."

"Thanks Tinker Bell." Aladdin told her even tho he wasn't sure
if she understood him.

"She was pretty." Kaze smiled pleasantly.

"Pixie's can be trouble." Premira scowled. "But Sprite's are
much worse."
They made it past the trees and had a good view of a peninsula
of sand. Within seconds a couple of mermaids floated into sight.
One pulled herself up on a large rock.

"Oooo!" Umi got excited and dived into the water to talk with
the other mermaids. They looked at Umi as if she were an alien.

"Blue hair? Where are you from?" One of them asked with an
upturned nose. She absentmindedly ran her hand through her own
brown hair. Another mermaid surfaced and just stared at Umi.

"I'm from the Five Kingdom's." Umi said with pride. "I was
hoping maybe you girls could help me, I'm looking for my
friend."

"Is she a mermaid too?" Asked a blonde-haired one who was
sitting on shore.

"No, she's a human...blonde hair, blue eyes. Her name is
Hikaru." Umi told them.

"Hmm...good hair, but an odd name." The blonde mermaid mused.

"Have you seen her?" Umi wanted to know. She had never met
such snobby mermaids.

"Sorry." A red-head spoke up. "The only human girl we saw had
brown hair."

"Playing with her was such fun." The brunette mermaid laughed.

"Thanks." Umi sighed swimming away. She walked dejectedly back
to the others.

"Nothing?" Moeagaru prompted.

"Nothing." Umi answered. She began squeezing some of the water
out of her hair. "Let's move on."
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The group moved on to a country called Chezeta.
"If we split up," Aladdin said, "we can cover more ground."
Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago and Abu went one way. Primera and
Hikari flew overhead to get a good view of the city. Sadira,
Genie, Carpet, Umi and Hanako got the same idea and went the
other direction, and Moeagaru and Kaze walked together in
another.
As Kaze and Moeagaru walked, they heard a couple of gentlemen
who sounded up to no good.
"Get a look at that," one said, pointing to the two
princesses.
"The redhead has a nice body," said the other. "Let's go have
some fun with them."
The two advanced on Moeagaru and Kaze, about to attack.
Not even looking back, Moeagaru sent a couple of fireballs
behind her, causing both men to scream in pain and run the other
direction.
When they met up with the others, it was to find everybody
dejected.
"Nobody's seen her here, either," Jasmine said.
"Let's try the Five Kingdoms," Mamoru suggested. "Maybe
somebody saw something there."

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru Usako sat with her friends, Naru and Naoko.
"You really need a boyfriend," Naru was saying to Hikaru.
"You're so pretty, it's a waste to be single."
"But I want to find the perfect soulmate," Hikaru said.
"I think Jedeite is perfect for you," Naoko said. "He's got
fair hair and blue eyes like you. Plus, he's an upper classman.
You'd be lucky to be dating him."
"I've noticed Jedeite checking you out lately," Naru said.
Just then, Jedeite came up to the group. "Hikaru, do you have
a minute?" he asked.
Naru and Naoko made their excuses and left the two alone.
"I was wondering," Jedeite said, taking Hikaru's hand in his.
"if you'd like to go out with me Saturday night?"
Hikaru blushed slightly. "That would be so awesome!" she
said. The two walked off together.
Hikaru felt uneasy, but she couldn't figure out why.
***End Dream Sequence***

In the Five Kingdoms, Jasmine and Aladdin were amazed at the
beauty of the land.
"I hope we can come back here again under better
circomstances," Jasmine said.
"That day will come," Umi promised.
While each princess went to her respective kingdom to see
what they could find out, Hikari, Primera, Iago, Genie, Mamoru,
Carpet, Abu, Aladdin and Jasmine searched Cosmos. Their first
stop was the castle.
When Queen Hikaraseru saw the worried party, she immediately
knew something was wrong. Hikari filled the queen in on the
events of the last couple of days.
"And she just vanished, Your Magesty," Hikari said.
"This doesn't sound good," said the Queen. "I sense that evil
forces are behind my daughter's disappearance."
"Hey!" Iago said, "I got smacked by the Fire Princess for
going there!"
Queen Hikaraseru ignored the bird. "There's a handful of evil
beings that want to use Hikaru's strong powers for their own
gain."
"Don't we know it," Genie said.
"Please find her," Hikaraseru said, "and bring her back to
safety. I sense that most of you have some form of magic..." She
turned her gaze to Jasmine. "I want you to have this." She used
her magic to create an amulet. "This will come in handy if
trouble arises. You will know how to use it when the time
comes." She slipped the amulet around Jasmine's neck.
The group left the castle.
"I believe in them..." Hikaraseru whispered.

***Dream Sequence***
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru screamed. She was chained to a tree, as
fierce wolves approached her.
Mamoru sprang into action, fighting off the ravenous beasts.
When the last one was slain, a demon that was half wolf, half
man, stepped out of the shadows. "You haven't won yet," he said,
lunging for Mamoru.
"Be careful, Mamo-chan!" Hikaru shouted.
Mamoru and the wolf demon fought a fierce duel.
When the battle was over, the wolf demon lay dead. But Mamoru
was bleeding and very badly injured. He shot an arrow at
Hikaru's restraints, freeing her.
"Mamo-chan!" she cried, rushing to him.
***End Dream Sequence***

Hikaru stirred in her sleep. "Mamo-chan..." she murmured. Her
eyes fluttered a bit.

Mozenrath heard some thumping from his place on his dark throne.
He went up to see Hikaru, maybe she was waking up. When
Mozenrath entered the room where he was keeping Hikaru he saw
her tossing around. He walked closer to the bed where she could
see him as she awoke.

"Mamo-Chan..." She whispered. There was fear in her soft
voice.
Mozenrath felt as if he was being gagged. He did not want to
hear the wimpy knight's name. Hikaru slowly opened her eyes and
focused on Mozenrath. If she hadn't woken up just then Mozenrath
would have shaken her awake. Anger and hate for Mamoru welled up
inside him. Well, soon Mamoru wouldn't be a problem. Once Hikaru
learned of Mozenrath's latest spell she would have no choice but
to stay with him...if she valued her life at all.

As soon as Hikaru realized who was beside her, her eyes got huge
and she screamed.

"Scream all you want, Princess. No one will hear you."

"You!" She glared at the sorcerer. She was about to say more
when she thought of something. "The pain...it's gone." She was
cured! No time to celebrate tho...now she had to get away from
the demented wizard.

"Of course." Mozenrath said as if it was obvious. "We're
together like we're meant to be, so you feel fine."

"No! I will never stay with you. My friends will come for me."
Hikaru said defiantly.

"I doubt that." Mozenrath smiled an evil crooked smile. "They
don't have a clue where you are, or who took you."

"They'll find me, I know they will." She insisted, sitting up.
She couldn't move completely freely because of the chains that
attached her to the bed.

"Oh they are welcome to try. But alas, they will fail."

Hikaru closed her eyes for a minute, concentrating on Aladdin.
"What are you doing?" Mozenrath demanded, grabbing her arm.

"None of your business." Hikaru replied, disgusted that he
interrupted her.

*********************

As they flew away from the Five Kingdoms Aladdin suddenly looked
startled. He stared into space like he was listening for
something.

"What is it?" Jasmine questioned. She took Aladdin's hand.
Mamoru positioned his horse right beside Carpet as they flew.

"Aladdin, is it Hikaru?" He asked hopefully.

"Yes." He smiled. Hikaru was talking to him using her
telepathic ability.

"Aladdin, Mozenrath has me." Hikaru's voice told Aladdin. "I'm
in his stinky castle."

"We'll save you." Aladdin thought back hoping she could hear
him clearly.

"No, please you can't come. Mozenrath might kill you...."
Hikaru sounded very stressed. Aladdin could tell she did want
him to help but she wouldn't put him at risk.

"Hikaru's with Mozenrath." Aladdin told the others.

"We have to go to her." Mamoru said in a determined tone.

"I can't." Aladdin grumbled.

"Why not?" Hanako asked.

"Hikaru said Mozenrath would kill me." Aladdin answered,
obviously unhappy about not being able to help.

"So? What else is new." Iago shrugged.

"Iago!" Jasmine gave the bird a death glare.

"What? Mozenrotten is always after Al. And he always tries to
off him." The parrot stated.

"I have to go." Aladdin decided. "It wouldn't be right for me
to do nothing."

"Okay, but maybe you should at least go in disguise." Moeagaru
said. She pulled Hikaru's magic pen out of her pocket and handed
it to Aladdin.

"Moeagaru! Where did you get that?" Hikari demanded.

"I took it from Hikaru's room before we left." Moeagaru
explained. "I know it's not mine, but it will come in handy."

"I don't want to encourage stealing," Aladdin said clutching
the pen. "But I'll have to make an exception for this."

"This is just disturbing," Iago said, when he looked at
Aladdin's disguise.
"I'm sorry," Hikari said, "but this way, it will be harder
for Mozenrath to suspect."
"He does look very pretty," Jasmine said, "I never thought
I'd be jealous of my own husband's looks."
"Come on," Aladdin said, "cut it out. I'm only doing this for
Hikaru." Aladdin had transformed into a seventeen-year-old girl
with long auburn hair pulled back and tied with a ribbon, and
wearing a red and white priestess's outfit.
"Don't be embarrassed, Al," Genie said, noticing Aladdin was
turning red. "You still make a lovely priestess."
"Remember," Hanako said, "HER name isn't Aladdin, it's
Sakura, and she is a priestess in Fresia."
"What does Sakura mean again?" Sadira asked.
"Cherry Blossom," Hanako said.

"My plan is fool-proof, this time," Mozenrath was saying.
"You always lose," Hikaru said.
"Not this time, Princess," he said. "This time, I'll get
exactly what I want. You'll HAVE to stay with me. If you
don't..."
"I'll never stay with you! You're dilusional." Hikaru spat.
"I couldn't help notice your fixation with crecent moons,"
Mozenrath said.
"Don't change the subject!"
"That necklace is very becoming. I thought so when I..."
Suddenly, it was clear to Hikaru. She had been wearing the
necklace for the past couple of days. She hadn't fallen ill
directly after putting it on, so it hadn't occured to her. But
she had never taken it off. "You mean..." she said.
"Yes," Mozenrath said. "Now you're under my control.
"Not for long," Hikaru said, attempting to yank the necklace
off. She screamed in pain.
Mozenrath laughed. "It will never come off," he said. "I made
sure of that." He took a step closer to Hikaru. "I guess now
you're stuck with me."

"Cherry Blossom?" Iago fell over laughing. "Al, you are never
livin' this one down! Hahahahah!"

"Shut up!" Aladdin ordered. He could feel his cheeks burning.
This was no doubt the most embarrassing thing he had ever done.
The group was well on their way to Mozenrath's castle now.
Aladdin looked down at his outfit and sighed. "I was thinking of
turning into a knight or something..." He muttered.

"Sorry, this will work better." Hikari told him firmly.

"There's no way you'll be recognized." Moeagaru added.

"Don't worry." Jasmine said reassuringly. She gave her husband
a kiss on the cheek.

"Can I just say how sick that looks?" Iago blurted out.
Aladdin swatted Iago away. "Well, the gal's sure got Aladdin's
strength." He said irritably.

"I'm still me." Aladdin insisted. "I just LOOK like a girl."

"Quit bugging him...er her." Mamoru spoke up. "I'm glad he
thinks enough of Hikaru to do such a thing."

"There's the Land of the Black Sand." Hanako announced.
"Everyone ready?"

"Ready!" Came a chorus of replies.

Carpet landed by Mozenrath's castle. Only a few Manluks stood
guard. "I say we go in a side entrance." Aladdin/Sakura said.

"Good idea, maybe we can slip by the undead guards." Genie
nodded. As they made their way quietly around the huge building
Jasmine noticed something was off.

"Aladdin," She hissed. "Walk like a girl. You have to be
convincing." Sakura's mouth dropped open as Aladdin stared at
his wife.

"I don't know how." He whispered.

"Like this." Jasmine demonstrated swaying her hips a little.
Aladdin/Sakura rolled 'her' eyes. "Try it." Aladdin reluctantly
tried the sway.

"No no no Al," Genie did his own flamboyant interpretation.

Aladdin/Sakura sighed and tried again. "Better."

"We don't have time to give HIM princess lessons, c'mon!" Iago
said too loudly.

"Quiet." Moeagaru threatened the bird with a fireball.

"Let's go." Aladdin/Sakura said, heading for a low window.

Once inside the gang followed the voices they heard. Of course
the noise led straight to Hikaru and Mozenrath.

"I don't care how much it hurts. I'll never stay with you!"
Hikaru was saying. Mamoru watched carefully and gave the signal
for everyone to attack. They certainly got the drop on the
sorcerer, he looked very surprised. Sadira tried trapping
Mozenrath in a giant sand fist, but he burst out quickly.
Moeagaru took over and sent a dozen fireballs Mozenrath's way.
He was ready for that tho and had already made sure they didn't
effect him.

Mamoru and Jasmine ran over to Hikaru, or as close as they could
get. "I knew you'd come." Hikaru said, her eyes wide. Jasmine
tugged on the chains but of course they would not break.

"Stand back a little." Mamoru told her, and he raised his
sword to cut Hikaru free. With Mamoru and Jasmine so close by
Hikaru's pain came back full force. She doubled over moaning
again.

"She's still sick." Jasmine cried.

Across the room Aladdin/Sakura went up to Mozenrath. "Oh look, a
new friend to destroy." The wizard drawled. He looked Sakura up
and down with an evil eye. Aladdin/Sakura didn't say a thing,
but Aladdin saw his chance. He raised Sakura's fist and clocked
Mozenrath hard right between the eyes. Mozenrath fell back, more
than shocked at the little girl's strength. "I see what your
power is." He murmured, getting back up. Aladdin/Sakura quickly
tripped him. Mozenrath threw a blast at Sakura angrily. "You
won't get away with that!" He yelled. But Aladdin/Sakura did a
backflip, dodging the energy ball.

Genie took his turn zapping Mozenrath but it had little effect.
"Crummy semi-phenominal nearly cosmic powers." He griped.

Umi tried to freeze Mozenrath, and it worked for a minute. She
cheered, seeing him helpless. With a small explosion he broke
free. Xerxes was tangling with Hanako and Kaze. Kaze blew him
away but he came right back. So Hanako trapped him and buried
him in dirt.

By Hikaru Mamoru knelt down. "What's wrong? Can I help?" He
asked desperately.
"It's the necklace..." Hikaru said weakly. "but it will never
come off."
Mamoru drew his sword. "This will cut through anything," he
said.
"Oh, no you don't," Mozenrath said, as he shot a deadly blast
of energy at Mamoru.
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru cried.
The shot had come dangerously close to Mamoru, when suddenly,
a ray of light intercepted it, causing the energy ball to
disappear. Mamoru managed to cut the cursed necklace.
Hikaru gave one final cry of agony. Then, a sigh of relief.
Mamoru took her in his arms.
"You saved me," she breathed.
"If it weren't for Jasmine..." he began.
"Jasmine?" Hikaru looked, and noticed the amulet she was
wearing, and it made sense. Jasmine had blocked Mozenrath's
shot, saving Mamoru's life.
"Knock it off!" he said, sending a blast at Hikaru and
Mamoru, knocking the couple apart.
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru rushed to him, but Mozenrath sent a blast
her way, parolyzing her. He then zapped a bubble around Jasmine
and Mamoru.
Sakura/Aladdin tried to send another punch Mozenrath's way,
but the sorcerer was ready, blasting him, and knocking him to
the ground.
Moeagaru sprang into action, and lunged at Mozenrath. "You
sadistic piece of slime!" she screamed.
"Don't mess with me," he said, zapping chains on her. He then
froze Umi, saying, "let's see how you like being frozen!" and
zapped chains on the rest of the rescue team. "When will you
medalsome goody-goodies learn?" he said.
"Did anyone tell you you're a loser?" Moeagaru spat.
"Yes, Hikaru did," he said, "but she was wrong, and so are
you. I'll have what I want before midnight tonight." He went
over to where Hikaru was trapped. "Now, my dear," he said, "I'm
through playing around." His eyes got an odd look in them, as he
started to brainwash the Princess.
"Crecent beam!" came a voice. A moonbeam shot around the
room, freeing everybody.
Mozenrath looked in the direction of the voice, and saw a
child, about eight or nine, with silver hair done in two
ponytails, each one extending from a ball of hair. "Princess
Chibi-Moon!" he said, "how nice of you to drop in!"
"The name's Princess Himeko!" the girl said, "don't you ever
call me Chibi!"
"Himeko!" Hikaru smiled. She was very happy to see her, and
the little girl had just saved the day. The little Princess
waved, then shot a devastating crescent moon at Mozenrath,
knocking him out. Aladdin/Sakura ran to chain him up before he
came to. To top that off Umi took pleasure in freezing the
sorcerer once again.

"I'm so glad this is over!" Hikaru exclaimed running to hug
Mamoru. "It's a shame about the necklace...it was so pretty."

"And so evil." Hanako reminded her.

"What brings you here Himeko?" Kaze asked.

"I have been wanting to visit for weeks, and I finally got my
chance."

"Can we continue the reunion later?" Iago snapped. "This place
gives me the creeps." The group hurried out of Mozenrath's
castle and jumped onto Carpet and their horses. Hikaru and
Himeko rode with Aladdin/Sakura, Jasmine and Sadira.

"Sakura, I had no idea you'd be here." Hikaru said. "When did
you arrive?"

"Not long ago..." Princess Jasmine smiled.

"Thanks for your help, I had no idea you could punch so well."
Hikaru giggled.

"I'm just happy you are safe now." Aladdin/Sakura stated.
Then, just to see her reaction he leaned in, took Hikaru's hand
and gave her a kiss on the cheek.

Hikaru's face fell. She stared at Sakura with her mouth open,
speechless for once. What had gotten into Sakura? Was she a...?
Eeewww. Hikaru couldn't help but be a little repulsed. She wiped
her cheek and looked to Mamoru. "Did you see that?" She cried,
astonished.

"I saw." Mamoru nodded.

"And..." Her eyes got huge as she waited for a response.

"And, it's ok."

"You...you approve!?" Hikaru shrieked. Everyone burst out
laughing. Genie, Iago and Sakura were the loudest. "What?"
Hikaru demanded as they all continued to laugh. Jasmine and Umi
were laughing so hard they had to wipe away tears.

Sakura stopped laughing long enough to pull out the disguise pen
and wave it at Hikaru. With the push of a button she changed
back to Aladdin.

"Oh! Aladdin!" Hikaru blinked a few times and then she got it.
"Hey, that wasn't funny!"

"Yes it was!" Iago insisted.

"You should have seen your face." Moeagaru added.

"I just wanted to help." Aladdin said, serious now. "I
couldn't sit back and do nothing when I knew you were in
danger."

"Okay..." Hikaru thought it over and decided the disguise was
in her best interest....but the trick was still not that funny.
She gave Aladdin a sisterly hug. Then her stomach let her and
everyone around her know how hungry she was.

"Geez kid, was that you?" Iago cracked.

"I'm hungry." Hikaru said in defense. "Let's see you not eat
for over a day." She turned to Jasmine. "Do we have any ice
cream?" Jasmine nodded, trying not to laugh again. Hikaru
certainly knew how to spring back into normal life.

