THE MISEDUCATION OF THE NEGRO MASON

PART II

“From Whence We Came”

By

Burrell McKelphin, 32°

“That which was sacred to us, they have desecrated and caused us to laugh at.”

· Dr. John Henrik Clarke

     In our continuation of being mis-educated in Masonic principles, we find that many African American Masons choose to perpetuate the notion that Europe is the birthplace of such a system of morality. However, when one examines the roots of these particular philosophies of Masonry, we see that these principles are redundant because they were already in existence within the heart of Africa or Al-Kebulan. 

Many arguments are made against this position from both the European and the Westernized African about the origins of Freemasonry being out of Africa. Yet, evidence will show that within the western European Masonic Lodges, images of Africa are embraced and with those images come the symbolism in which the African images, which are expressed, exist. What is also troubling is that as you see the African Icons in White Masonic Lodges like Osiris, lotus flowers and Egyptian style architecture, in the African American Masonic Lodges these images are not used and to be quite honest, many don’t have any interest in having these images adorn within the African Masonic Lodge. Why? The most common reasons which Africans in the Western world are victims of in general the mis-education and the suffering from an inferiority complex. Why is this issue so important? Because the average African Mason like the average African American in general is being mentally enslaved to European ideology and slaves to a way of life which is contradictory to culture of African people.

    Before there were King Solomon, Hiram of Tyre and Hiram Abiff there was Imhotep, Maruka, Khufu and many others who achievements have predated the so called wonders of Solomon and Hiram. Do we take the time to present this information to the Black Mason? 

     African Grand Master Builders

     From the Great Lakes region of Africa we find the Twa people who populates the countries of Kenya and Uganda. The Twa had migrated along the Nile River into other areas such as Kush (Ethiopia), Punt (Somalia), and Nubia (Sudan). From this point, Kush and Nubia were the two major areas in which Africans migrated from to populate the land of Kemet (Egypt).  Kemet is considered to be the zenith of high culture within African civilization, however this must be credited to the original inhabitants known as the Twa people for it was they who laid down the foundation of the Arts and Sciences and Spirituality.

     The origin of masonry in terms of its actual date is uncertain, however we can at this point date it back to at least during the Archaic Period (c.3200-2160 B.C.E.). This period was characterized by the developments of the arts and sciences. Stone masonry was used for burial chambers of the Ngu (pharoah) and the use of precious metals and jewels such as silver, gold and diamonds, ruby, and etc. By the 3rd Dynastic period (c.2686 B.C.E.), rulers of this period were patrons of the arts and sciences, philosophy, mathematics and especially in architecture. Stone masonry was used exclusively to the building of temples and sculpture. 

     During the reign of Djoser Neterkhet, a new dimension in architecture emerged. He with the assistance of Imhotep created the first stone building known as the Step Pyramid of Sakkara and the funery complex. Imhotep was the world’s first multi-genius. He held the title of a physician, architect, statesman, philosopher, religious leader and astronomer. 2,000 years after his death he was worshipped by early Christians as Christ and was revered as a god among the Greeks on the Island of Philae and the Temples of Auset (Isis) were used to for instructions in the medical field and the temple built by Hatshepsut at Deir el Bahri was used as a place for invalids. 

     Akhet Khufu of the 4th Dynastic period (c.2568-2545 B.C.E.) erected the Great Pyramid at Giza. Employed at the building of his pyramid were 100,000 men, who laid down 7 million tons of masonry and were composed 2.3 million stones. It stands 48 stories high and covered an area of 75,587 sq.ft. This took approximately 20 years to erect. He was also known for his religious activities, in which he was the writer of a religious text known as the “Sacred Book”. Following behind Khufu, was his son Ra Khaf Khafre (c.2537-2511 B.C.E.) who built the second pyramid at Giza called Uer, which meant the “principal”. It stands 470 feet high and it covers an area689 by 689 feet square. 

     Menkaure Khaket (c.2511-2483 B.C.E.) was the son and grandson of Khafre and Khufu. His pyramid was the third at the Giza plateau and it was known as the “Divine Pyramid”. The Grand master builder Sahure Nebkau of the 5th Dynastic period (c.2470-2456 B.C.E.),built his pyramid called the “Pyramid of the Shining Spirits” at Absuir. It was under his rule that he had the earliest recorded naval force in history. Merira Pepi  (c.2295-2261 B.C.E.) built his pyramid at Sakkara known as Men-ne-fer or the “Established and Beautiful”. This pyramid 

was quite unique because it was the first, which was found in modern times with text inscribed on the walls within the pyramid. He also erected temples at Bast, Abdu, Djanet, Denderah and Ibw. 

     In matters of the female principle, the first African woman recorded by Kemetic history to rule as an independent sovereign was Menkaure Net Iqerty (c.2161-2160 B.C.E.). Menkaure credited her for completing the work on the third pyramid in Giza.

According to history, Queen Ahmose-Nefetari in the 18th Dynastic period was the first woman to be initiated in the priesthood and held the position of Hemet Netjer or, “God’s wife”. She maintained a college of priestesses and reorganized the funery complex at Deir-el-Medina. Queen Khnemt Amen Maat Ka Ra Hatshepsut (c.1484-1462 B.C.E.) was the first to rule as a King and by supporting her claim to the throne she erected her temple at Zosret, which means “Holy” and the temple was called Zosret Zosru, which means “The Most Select and Holy of Places”. The Grandmaster Architect Senmut built it.

Brief History of Architecture in Kemet

     In the various periods of Kemet, certain arts and sciences were highlighted during that particular period. Architecture, with the use of stone masonry, disciplines such as astronomy, sculpture, philosophy and religion were intertwined with the building of stone structures.

     In the Archaic Period (c.3200-2160 B.C.E.), Men-ne-fer was the capital of unified land of Kemet. Royal tombs at Abdu and Sakkara were built for the purpose of preparing the king for the journey into the “afterlife”. The use of precious metals and jewels augmented the work within the art. 

     In the Old Kingdom (c.2686 B.C.E.), the kings were true patrons of the arts and sciences and major works were performed in erecting pyramids and statuary using stone for just that purpose. Astronomy and the religion of Men-ne-fer was dominant during this period. Ptah was the patron neter or god of the artisians and later the worshiping of Ra came into fruition.

     The Middle Kingdom (c.2061-1783 B.C.E.) marked a period where commerce and trade, and major irrigation projects took place. Waset was the new capital and the worshiping of Amen was prevalent. Technology of Kemet migrated back to Nubia and Kush from where it actually originated. 

     The New Kingdom  (c.1554-1074 B.C.E.), marked a time where the rulers of Kemet build complex temple structures. Waset was the center of higher learning and it was there that the Osirica or the Grand Masonic Lodge of the World exists and its some of its remains are still standing in the present day. This is the Ipet Resyt, which is also known as the Grand Masonic Lodge of the World. Over 80,000 people around the world at one time came to learn the teachings of the Osirica, or what is commonly called the Mystery System. 

The Mystery System
     First and foremost, I must make clarification on some terms that will be used in this topic. The terms are “mystery” and “degree(s)”. The term mystery is a word, which means something that is not fully understood and it also pertains to a trade or an occupation. In matters of the educational system in Kemet, it was a system of various disciplines not fully understood by those who were not natives of Africa particulary the Greeks. The second term is degree, which comes from the Latin word degradus and it means “down step” and the educational system in which the Greeks were embarking upon needed to be fractionalized or in grades for them to begin comprehending the entire mystery of the teachings of the Osirica. Even in modern times, we practice different forms of grading systems. 

Trained in a European mindset, we as Africans cannot holistically comprehend the science of things in relation to other revelations. Waset was the capital of Kemet during the Middle and New Kingdom periods. The word itself means, “center” and it had become the center of higher learning within Africa. Tens of thousands of students from all over the world would come to Africa to be taught the ways of the arts and sciences and more importantly spirituality.

These teachings were called the Osirica (this term is Greek and is used for a lack of its original terminology) and these were the instructions, which were evolved around the Ausirian and Ausetian drama or Osiris and Isis. The purpose of these teachings was to evolve man and woman into a divine state of being. To subdue their passions and circumscribe their desires on the terrestrial plane which we call earth. To be in harmony with all that existed and show reverence to the “Hidden One” that manifested within the man and woman.

      For the modern time student, it would be necessary for this writer to explain this system of learning in a modern way.  Many scholars have approached this subject in various ways. Many go into detail about its structure and its content.  A scholar by the name of George G.M. James a professor at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff wrote and published a book in 1954 called “Stolen Legacy”. It was in deed controversial at the time. In fact, some say that the death of Dr. James was suspected to be foul play. What was so controversial about his book that he went to comparing the African educational system known as the Osirica with the teachings and character of Freemasonry. From the content of his work it is most likely that he himself was part of a Masonic Lodge. In his book, Professor James profess that the Grand Lodge of all lodges was situated in Kemet (Egypt).  James gives a description of the temples and he states, “that the Egyptian Temples were surrounded with pillars recording the number of constellations and the signs of the Zodiac or the cycles of the planets. And each temple was supposed to be a microcosm or a symbol of the temple of the Universe or of the starry vault called temple.” James goes further and states, “The ceilings were painted to represent the sky and the stars, while the floor was green and blue like the meadows. “  James talked about the “All Seeing Eye”, which represented Ausar or Osiris and what was depicted on the Egyptian temples were also found within the modern day Masonic Lodges. This type of information in a rural area as such, which pertains to the esoteric nature of the Masonic organization would have been considered quite sensitive and in a time period where racial hostility was indeed prevalent, the thought of Bro. James being murdered is not far from being possible. Bro. James continues to write that the “Ten Virtues which were taught within the mystery system were copied by Plato and became four Cardinal virtues, which are Fortitude, Prudence, Temperance and Justice.

African Masonic Symbolism

     Symbolism is the art and doctrine of symbols, knowledge of the treatment of symbols or of deciphering the occult intent of signs or symbols-especially in reference to things spiritual, invisible, or unable to be pictured, as an idea or quality. The word is derived indirectly from the Greek symbolon, a sign or token.

      Its origins can be traced back to Ancient Africa or more specifically Kemet (Egypt) via the metu neter or what the Greeks called the hieroglyphics. In this case, both terms refers to sacred or divine words, which leads to a spiritual connection through symbols. 

     In Western Freemasonry, we define this art as a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. The signs or symbols employed in Freemasonry can too be traced back to Ancient Africa. It is my intent in this essay to shed light on some of the Masonic symbols of the first, second and third degrees of Masonry, which were adopted by way of Africa to indoctrinate and connect individuals to their spiritual entity. 

     In Freemasonry, the Holy Bible, Square, Compass and the three immovable jewels of the Lodge, which are the Square, Level and Plumb, the Four Cardinals of Virtues are intertwined within the sacred African concept of MAAT. MAAT is represented in the Metu Neter or hieroglyphics as a ruler and MAAT is the African Goddess who is depicted sitting on a square or the throne. 

     MAAT is the embodiment of all that freemasonry projects from an ethical standpoint and is the true standard by which we as Afrikaans are measured. MAAT is the foundation of righteousness, order, truth, justice, balance, harmony and reciprocity.

 In the Masonic Lodge, the Worshipful Master main duty is to preserve the government and harmony over the body in which he presides. This duty is no different from that which MAAT prescribes. 

      MAAT is an ancient Kemetic deity who played a major role in the education, socialization, spiritualization and governance of the people in the Nile Valley. MAAT represents the principle ethic upon which the Kemetic culture was built. MAAT’s earliest appearance in the spiritual mythology of ancient Kemet is unknown. Yet, it is known that representations of MAAT were found in the tombs of Pharaohs dating as far back as 5,000 B.C.E. Without MAAT as the key motivating aspiration, Kemet would not have been able to maintain peace in its realm for over 1,000 years, let alone the cultural continuity which was in fact well into the 4th century C.E. In the Kemetic Hall of Judgment, sits Ausar (Osiris) on the square, which he renders judgment of the dead. The Masonic Square has been employed since the Brotherhood of the seven Khemnu, which assisted Ptah in building the heavens on the Square, of which the ideograph, in hieroglyphic language or metu neter, is the Mason’s square. 

     Ptah, in Kemetic Theology of Menefer, was the first Grand Architect of The Universe (G.A.O.T.U.). Ptah worshiped by our African ancestors such as Imhotep, Sem, Hen nutar and Ura Kherp Hem.

European Propaganda of the Masonic Ritual

     The Masonic ritual of the degrees of Symbolic, York Rite and Scottish Rite are European ideologies that have been derived out of the elements of Africa, but has been distorted to suit their own purposes. The signs and the symbols of the Masonic order have European images, which acts the model for the Masonic principles. The titles or nomenclature for the bodies of degrees such as “York Rite, or American Rite” and “Scottish Rite” speaks for themselves. The passwords used in these degrees are of a Hebrew source like “S” and “Z”. On many Masonic degree charts particularly in the first degree, one will see the picture of George Washington wearing Masonic regalia and historically, Washington was a slave owner. What place does he have in the Masonic Lodge of Black Masons? How can he be an example of being just and upright? The author in his personal experiences witnesses the look on the initiates face when seeing George Washington on a ritual chart. Why not have Prince Hall on a ritual chart for exemplification?

     In all branches of Masonry, it talks about the building of King Solomon Temple on Mt. Moriah alluded in the bible, which in reality is dealing with the temple of User Maat Ra Septep En Ra Ramessu Meri Amen (RamsesII), which the covenant and the place known as the Holy of Holies are found. A symbol referring to dedication, deals with temples being erected in memory of the two St. Johns (Baptist and Evangelist). Two perpendicular lines masonically represent these two saints and in the middle of the two lines is a circle with a point in the center of the circle. In actuality, the two lines represents the two principle forces, which are represented as male and female. They are symbolized by the obelisks, which are usually found in pairs. These pairs reflect the doctrine and law of the “Union of Opposites”, which reveals to the true seeker that everything is the same and at the same time not the same. Each entity is in harmony with one another because of a mutual understanding between the two forces regarding the maintaining and sustaining of each other existence.  The Masonic ritual does not reveal to opposing forces and depicts to individuals of the same sex rather expressing two principles. The Circle with the point in the center is the symbol taken from the Medu Netcher, or hieroglyphs, which represents the Divine and from this Divine providence comes forth the two dualities. Superior to this symbol lays the open book representing the Holy Bible, or the Great Light from a Christian standpoint. The Bible was used as the universal law of man and woman. Was it not the Christian Bible that has been used to justify the African’s enslavement? Was it not the Bible, or the version, which was created by King James who was a Freemason that murdered his own mother and the people of his country that sits on the altar of Black Masonic lodges as of today?

     The Freemasons in the second Masonic degrees contribute architecture to the Greeks and Romans.  The Masons speak about how the columns, base and capitals are nine, or ten diameters in height. This is quite absurd to think that the Greeks and Romans originated the Five Orders of Architecture, which were the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan and Composite when out of Africa came the columns of the Palm, Papyrus and Lotus.  These columns were three times and four times larger in diameter than the Greeks. Each of these columns is denoting a specific entity in man. The three African orders represented the physical, mental and spiritual relationship with the Divine.  The Freemasons corresponds the five orders with the five human senses:

1. Touching

2. Seeing 

3. Hearing

4. Smelling

5. Tasting

 There are six senses that are within the human from the African deep thought (philosophy), which corresponds with a fraction of the eye of Heru:

1. Touching

2. Seeing

3. Hearing

4. Smelling

5. Tasting

6. Thought

Each sense representing a mathematical fraction, which brought together forms the whole. 

The Eye of Heru is intertwined with theology, arithmetic and science. It represents the six senses in man and woman, which have been previously explained. Each sense acts a receiver of energy and information, which collaborates with each other sense. 

These are the fraction values:

1/64 heqat Touch

1/32 heqat Taste

1/16 heqat Hearing

1/8 heqat   Thought

1/4 heqat Sight

1/2 heqat Smell

     The 1/64 portion of the eye represents the planting of a stick into the ground. Like planting a stalk that will take root. The Earth represents touch. Planting itself represents physical contact and touching.  The 1/32 represents the sprouting of wheat or grain from the planted stalk. It is the food we put into our mouth, which represents taste. Combining the two, one will have different tastes for the touching of different shapes.  Touching is the fundamental sense.  1/16 of the eye represents the ear and it resembles the musical instrument called the horn. When one hears sounds or a combination thereof, this could be pleasing or unpleasing. The sound has a taste for a person, which causes preference. Sound requires the combination of touch and taste.  1/8 represents eyebrows, which expresses one’s thoughts. Thought is a combination of touch, taste, and hearing. Thought can be a suppressed sound. The language we think in is like the touch of muscle prior to giving voice. One will have taste for different thoughts. 1/4 portion represents the pupil, and the attribute of this is sight. The pupil senses the light that enters the eye and one does have a taste for the things one sees. The 1/2 portion is represented by the nose, which brings about the sense of smell. 

    All these fractions or senses form the whole (man and woman) and as the fractions are combined to create the Eye of God, so does these senses in man and woman come together to express the divine attributes within him, or her. 

     When dealing with the subject matter of life, death, resurrection and immortality, we see this played out over and over again within the myths of our moral lessons taught by way religion and cultural and civic groups. In Freemasonry, we see this lesson in the form of the Hiramic Legend of the Master Mason degree. It teaches about life’s struggles and the rebirth of man into a divine nature. Like that of all institutions who embraces this philosophy of life and death, Freemasonry have extracted this concept by way of the Ausirian Drama or the Ancient African story of Ausar (Osiris) and Auset (Isis).

     I will make a comparison of the two allegorical lessons and showing the similarities

 between the two, which only lead to the conclusion of the Hiramic Legend being extracted from out of Ancient African mythology. The two parables, both have been considered to contain religious, historical and cultural elements. I would agree that both contain religious elements and cultural as well. However, in matters of history this needs to be examined. The Hiramic Legend is a story, which deals with King Solomon and the building of his Temple and used as the prime construct for inculcating lessons within the Mysteries of Western Freemasonry. The legend of Ausar and Auset is found in the text of Pert Em Heru or Coming Forth By Day, which Europeans have corrupted into the Egyptian Book of the Dead. It is seen as strictly allegory, which possesses much symbolism in matters of life and death using divine attributes as the models for the lessons to be inculcated within the African Mystery System.

     In the Hiram legend, there were a total of 15 conspirators who plan to murder Hiram Abiff and out of the fifteen; three were carried out the plan to the end. In the Ausirian drama we find 72 conspirators with Set being the head to carry out the plan to murder Ausar (Osiris in Greek). Hiram was murder and mutilated and Ausar was murdered and mutilated. Both were buried and missing for quite sometime. In the Hiramic legend, King Solomon had searched for the body of Hiram Abiff. Auset in the Ausirian drama searched for the body of her husband Ausar. In both legends, they had recovered the mutilated body. To resurrect the body of Hiram Abiff, the Master’s Grip needed to be given and for the body of Ausar to be raised, Auset needed to impregnate herself with the seed from Ausar’s penis. Both Hiram and Ausar were resurrected and given a new life and the guilty were punished.

     So much symbolism is contained in these two stories are identical. One can see that the three main conspirators of the Hiramic legend can be equated with that of Set who was the main conspirator in the Ausirian Drama. Set represented Jubelo, Jubela and Jubelum, which in turn symbolized envy, deceit, misfortune and death.  Set represents the aspiration of the genetic drive for survival, the animal response, the raw instinct, the drive and determination to ride the natural cycle of the hunter and the hunted. This entity of man possesses tools, which may include trickery, subtlety, the art of guerilla warfare and the silver tongue. Set’s cunning is unmatched. He is immoral and uses whatever means to achieve his ends. His evil is not that of a blind raging monster, but rather that of the absence of emotion and consciousness. If this is his nature, does Set not represent the three ruffians? 

     Also, one should ponder the symbolism of the three ruffians wanting to gain passage into Ethiopia. What was there that was so important that had to murder Hiram Abiff in order to extract the word from him? In this writer opinion, it is understood that after the murder of Hiram Abiff the word was lost. It was lost because each of the Grand Masters had a portion of the word and can only be said when all three are present. This word signifies the presence of Deity. The word was substituted with another word, which signifies “What The Builder?” or “What happened to the builder?” Could the builder that they are referring to is Diety? Does Ethiopia signify the place where God can be found once again?

     The mutilation of the body represented the fragmenting of consciousness. We see in the Hiram legend that the “Word” was lost due to the death of Hiram Abiff. All of the three Ancient Grand Masters must be present in order for the word to be spoken because the word was fragmented as well. We also see that Ausar was the embodiment of the “Word” and so he too was divided. The burying of Hiram and Ausar represented the ignorance of man and the lack of knowledge of self.  The resurrection of Hiram and Ausar are the same. The Master’s grip or “Ln Pw” is referring to the cosmological sign of Heru, which is the son of Ausar and is represented by the zodiac Leo. As the resurrection of Hiram was through the Lion’s Paw so was the resurrection of Ausar through his son Heru, which was given birth by Auset. In Ancient Kemet, as part of the ceremonies for the new King to ascend to the throne, he was symbolically raised between the Lion’s Paws of Her-Em-Akhet or what is commonly called the Sphinx. He represented Ausar and his resurrection into a new life.

      As I make my comparison of the two legends one can see two different value systems. One reflected by European thought and one from an African thought. The story of Hiram seems to be surrounded by a personification represented only in a masculine principle. Here you have three ruffians who were men and the three grand masters who were men as well. In the story of Ausar you have both masculine and feminine principles represented. There is a balance within the triad of the Divine. This idea is represented by the geometrical symbol of the right angle triangle found in 47th Problem of Euclid, which Masons are taught. Deity is manifested through man and woman and in turn they create new life, which represents the resurrection and immortality of both man and woman.

    The science of quantification can be found in the books of Djhuti, which was prescribed to the priests of the African Mystery System. Their contributions and the gift of the science called math raised the pyramids, obelisks and temples. Through math, land could be measured by the way of geometry. It is said that the works of Deity are expressed in numbers. We can see this through the teachings of the right angle triangle. We see that each side represents a three-fold entity, which manifest from Deity. Those entities are Man, Woman and Child. It expresses those things that come into existence based on the thought of such thing. The second one is the preparation of the action of producing, from this point the issue of product is created and that issue of product represents the thought from which such thing was brought into existence. In actuality, the three folds are augmented by a forth entity, which is the Divine essence. Each of the following represents the forth part of a circle, which is 90 degrees. Therefore 90 X 4= 360. 
     The first class of emblems of the Third Degree is identical to the emblems of African antiquity. The weeping virgin over a broken column hold an urn in one hand and a sprig of acacia in the other with Time clutching the ringlets of her hair. This same imagery is found where Heru (Horus) is pouring ambrosia upon Auset (Isis) at Byblos while holding a palm branch in one hand and urn in another appearing over the pillar, which contained Ausar’s (Osiris) body.

      In all matters of signs, symbols and symbolism, we used these tools to bridge ourselves to spirituality and religion. Life, death, resurrection and immortality are the four corners, which we hope to endure, meet, arrive and achieve.

Conclusion     

     The effort made to prove one's legitimacy is made in vain. Neither the European, nor the Prince Hall Masonic fraternity is legitimate in nature. The Europeans are a not a legitimate body because of the theft of the African spiritual concepts, which they have not given proper recognition to that, which brought them into existence and that being the teachings of the Osirica, or the Ipet-Isut commonly known as the Grand Lodge of Luxor (Wase’t). Since Prince Hall falls under the European Masonic system, we too have opted for bastardization. 

      The system of Freemasonry practice and dominated by the Europeans is a cover, and cloaks the system of white supremacy and domination of the world.  Its system of “Morality” that is veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols shows nothing but contempt for the African race. Napoleon who was a Freemason as well, disfigured the face of the ancient African monument called the Sphinx, but is truly known as Her-Em-Akhet (which means “Heru on the Horizon”) by shooting the nose off its face.  George Washington who was the so-called founding father of the United States was a Freemason, who owned and sold slaves.

The African man and Mason should not be content with just being Speculative, which is one who philosophies and speculate but does nothing. The African Mason needs to be more operative, which is making use of that he speculates. What good does it do us, as Freemasons to just know what Geometry, Arithmetic, Astronomy, Music, Logic, Grammar and Rhetoric when there is no active use among its members? The true African since antiquity understood these arts and sciences in holistic terms and how it related to self and by doing so this made man whole. 

     The Masonic lodges should be used as a place of learning for our children and the community abroad. The Mason, if truly a “Son of Light”, should be the teacher of those who are in desperate need of our assistance. It is not enough to have an annual banquets and writing checks to some so-called charitable group. It is not enough to show our faces at PIC-NICS, or assembling at a funeral of a deceased brother. Our time needs to be invested more wisely in the African community and a new vision must emerge to the surface on a consistent basis for the progress of the membership and African people abroad.
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