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 “If you are men, convince them that you possess the spirit of men; and as your day, so shall your strength be. Have the sons of Africa no souls? Feel they no ambitious desires? Shall the chains of ignorance forever confine them?” 

 An Excerpt by Maria Stewart in an Address delivered at African Masonic Hall in Boston, 1833.
Recognition or Validation

The average Freemason of African descent is like any other person of African descent, and that is suffering from a racial inferiority complex. As he suffers from this psychological condition, he is left vulnerable to being mis-educated in a society that is dominated by European thought.

      In September 1846, a petition from Lewis Hayden, later to be a Grand Master of a Prince Hall Grand Lodge, and others was submitted to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts "praying to be healed and legalized as Masons." If we look at history, the Founder Prince Hall petitioned the Grand Lodge of England for a charter to establish a legally constituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. This charter was granted on September 29th of 1784, but was not received until three years later on September 29th 1787. This is the same Grand Lodge from which all the other White American Grand Lodges originated. If this is fact, and it is based on documentation and evidence of such legitimacy, why Hayden makes such a statement in regards to being ”healed” and “legalized”? Why would Masonic leaders of the Prince Hall Fraternity spend decades requesting for “Recognition” when they have their original documentation unlike the White American Grand Lodges?

     Mis-educated in history and culture, the Prince Hall Mason finds in himself suffering from Masonic inferiority caused by a complex of racial inferiority. Nearly 400 years of living in a white dominated society has left a long and lasting mark on African-Americans. The racial attitudes are so deep and institutionalized it has affected not only the way whites view blacks but the way blacks view blacks. Blacks seem to only make their way of life valid only through European standards. The Negro Mason can only see himself valid as a Mason only through the standards of European Freemasonry. Questions are raised as to whether we are seeking recognition or validity in our standing as Masons.

      In 1853, Dr. Martin R. Delany, a Prince Hall Mason wrote and published a book titled, “Origin and Objects of Ancient Freemasonry its Introduction into the United States and Legitimacy Among Colored Men”, In this treatise, he discusses the African origins of Masonic principles and that the Caucasian Freemason cannot deny to the African his birthright to practice the principles which were in existence before the establishment of its principles within European civilization.

Delany discussed further about the dynasties of Ethiopia and Egypt had established the foundation of morality, arts and sciences. 

    Delany stated,

“In the earliest period of the Egyptian and Ethiopian dynasties, the institution of Masonry was first established. Discovering a defect in the government of man, first suggested an inquiry into his true state and condition. Being a people of a high order of intellect, and subject to erudite and profound thought, the Egyptians and Ethiopians were the first who came to the conclusion that man was created in the similitude of God. This, it will be remembered, was anterior to the Bible record, because Moses was the recorder of the Bible, subsequent to his exodus from Egypt, all his wisdom and ability having been acquired there; as a proof of which, the greatest recommendation to his fitness for so high and holy an office, and the best encomium which that book can possibly bestow upon him in testimony of his qualifications as its scriptor, the Bible itself tells us that "Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." 

Delany’s works open the door for many of our Brother Prince Hall Masons to pursue such research regarding Ancient Africa and Freemasonry. His works helped to awaken the Black Mason from the suffrage of “Masonic Inferiority”. Yet, we are still imprisoned by our racial inferiority complex that many would reject this work and continue on a venture to find acceptance with his white counterpart. Why must it be on our part to seek acceptance by another group? If universal brotherhood were genuine, then why would it not be a joint or collective effort not by just a few of them but by the majority of the White American Grand Lodges? Why would have to be put to a vote for White Masons to spread the “cement of Brotherly Love”? 

Prince Hall Solidarity     

     Why are some of the Prince Hall Grand Lodges are being recognized and not all of the PHGL’s?  We all fall under the same history and struggle and yet we are being critique individually by someone else’s standards. Where is our solidarity in Prince Hall Masonry? The Prince Hall Grand Lodges have fallen for this critique and have not shown the true solidarity among all Prince Hall Masons. In short, if one is not being recognized then none should accept recognition. Are we so obsessed with being recognized by the White American Grand Lodges that we are losing conscious of working in the best interest of the Prince Hall Masonic Fraternity as a whole? Is it every PHGL for them? With all the years and energy spent into this activity of being recognized, we have not produced among ourselves a force to be truly recognized. We have a Prince Hall Conference of Grand Masters, yet where is the joint projects among our jurisdictions for the purpose of improving the quality of life for our brothers, sisters and the community at large? Do we have any long-term goals that we are in the making regarding building homes for low-income families? Are we building and financing institutions of learning on an elementary and junior high level? The money that would be generated through fundraising, membership dues and charitable contributions could allow us to purchase vast amount of land, which is the basis of wealth, create credit unions and other financial institutions. Erect schools and have brother Prince Hall Masons and Eastern Stars who are equipped in teaching our children to educate them within the schools we build. They could learn about grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music. Where is our blood banks, credit unions, businesses that we could sponsor under the name and solidarity of Prince Hall? It is very obvious that this is not being accomplished through our efforts of being recognized by White Grand Lodges. 

     This organization has a membership of 300,000 Prince Hall Masons and more, 6,000 subordinate lodges and 46 Grand jurisdictions and all of this is just pertaining to Symbolic Masonry itself.  The sisterhoods attached to our organization ranges between 100,000 to 200,000 members. We exist on every continent around the world. We have people from all walks of life such as in religion, business, medicine, science, education, sports, entertainment, government and media. There are no limitations to what the Prince Hall Masonic Family can contribute to the global African community and to the world in general. Utilizing the skills, abilities, and talents of our brothers and sisters can do so many things. In addition having a focus on the three areas, which has been the focus for the Prince Hall Family since its inception, which are slavery, education, and morality. Slavery coincides with dependence on the oppressor for our needs to be met. We have the potential of becoming more independent and self-reliant based on our education and economic power. Those future generations that will be educated would become future Prince Hall Masons and Eastern Stars and by this means this keeps them away from realms of slavery and being dependent on our oppressor and the very ones which our Masonic leaders are attempting to make allies.  

     In the African tradition, we must pass on good speech or morality to future generations. They must understand their greatness and the tragedies we as a people have faced and still face today. It is incumbent among all of us who affiliate with the Prince Hall Masonic organization to make a joint effort between our Grand Lodges and become master builders for the youth and to build those bridges over those generation gaps, which would otherwise leave us perpetually at a distance. 

The Sons of African Lodge and His Treatment Towards Other Black Masons

     The system of Freemasonry is beautiful but not perfect. It is the same system, which has taught the White American Grand Lodges to show nothing but contempt for the man and Mason of African descent. And due to his Masonic philosophy and law that has been indoctrinated in us, we too show nothing but contempt for the man and Mason of African descent. Is Masonic Legality more important than African unity among all Black Masons? Are we so quick to lie in bed with our oppressor than to reconcile with those who identifies with us in the struggle? Many would use the argument that many Non-Prince Hall Groups are nefarious in their activities, and so this keeps them from working with groups who are not nefarious in their activities, but do great work in their communities and in some cases more than the Prince Hall Masons. This dilemma is a prime example of constantly does to us in general as Black people and that is to be separated based on European standards.

We cry “Legitimacy”, yet our voice is not heard in the community abroad because we are content at this time of being “Legal” and not truly active and visible. We thumb our noses at those who are not descendants of African Lodge No. 459 and call them “Bogus”, but yet many of them are doing our work. Who is bogus now? The community or the profane do not understand Masonic law or what is legitimate in the eyes of Freemasonry. All they would see is those providing them what they need to survive. Do you think educating the public on Masonic legality is sufficient? If we believe that we will win their favor with the community based on our “Legitimacy” then we have already lost. There are over 200 Grand Bodies of Black Non-Prince Hall Freemasons in the United States. Many are detrimental to us and some exemplify true Masonry as well. How do we resolve this issue? Do we take them to court and waste good hard-earned money through our dues, which can go to something that can be used to build rather than to dis-enfranchise or destroy?  Have we not gone through this with our White counterpart on the basis of our race? Although your concerns are not based on race but Masonic legalities, do we believe that by eliminating these groups will help improve our unity among our own race? 

    What makes us as Prince Hall Masons think that we can leech off of the community without showing any sense of reciprocity? Are we so far gone that community involvement is just a punch line? Is it something we say to people to get them off our backs so they do further criticizes us for the things we say we do but don’t do? Bro. Doug Evans from out of the jurisdiction of the MWPHGL of Georgia once said, ” PHA Lodges practice Bogus Masonry if they are not doing their father's work. Charity to the needy does not care where it comes from.” And he is very correct. Before we go on our witch hunt my Brothers, let us look in the mirror find out what we are doing to allow these groups to take lead within the community. Where do we fall short? How can we correct and improve our shortcomings? It is the truth my Brethren. We need to check our own backyard for garbage before we go into someone else's telling him or her to clean up his or her act. 

The only threat that these groups posed to us is that they choose to be visible in the African American communities in which they exist while we lay dormant in our lodges talking about the tenets of Masonry, but not making practical use of those tenets. Freemasonry under European thought has caused the Prince Hall Mason to remain perpetually at a distance from those who share in the general struggle of living in a society dominated by European culture and thought.

     In general the Black man and woman has lived by the standards of White society. In every faucet of life we have not escape the dominance of White ideologies and that includes Freemasonry. Prince Hall History shows us the troubles we have amongst ourselves. One can see the dissension among Brothers. Absolute Power corrupts Absolutely. Conflicts that has existed between Masonic leaders of Prince Hall Affiliation are there to be viewed, and the many court battles between ourselves, which were futile. I have seen local newspapers here in Buffalo, New York dating back to the 1950's where Masons and Shriners were at each other throats, Brother against Brother. So how can we as a Masonic Fraternity turn to another foreign Masonic Body and ask for Recognition? How can we turn to them extending the Right Hand of Fellowship and talk about Universal Brotherhood when we look at each other with nothing but contempt?

Conclusion

     We need to reconsider and re-evaluate our current standing in the Masonic and general community as well. Lets not assume what Prince Hall would have done or wanted, but what he has done in recorded history. The Prince Hall Mason must define its own path regardless of any future relationship with mainstream or White American Grand Lodges. We have been a reality for 200 years and whether one will respect our existence will be based on the work we do in our own sphere and based on the laws we establish for ourselves. On a Masonic note, the plumb line teaches rectitude of conduct, yet it is by the plumb line or standards that we set for ourselves that we must live by and not by others. This will determine our independence and freedom and our characterization of a force to be reckoned with by others.
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