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The Reflection of Voicemail


Voicemails were my first and second assignments in Prof Wei’s Multimedia Assisted TEFL class. The first was a self-introduction monologue, and the second one was a dialogue. I found it very interesting to do the voicemails not only by myself but also with my partner, Ting. In my monologue, I even sang a stanza of my favorite song— “Seasons In The Sun” to draw my teacher’s attention because I was trying to do a special self-introduction. I spent almost 2 hours finishing making my first voicemail. For the quality of recording, I also went to Nova to buy a new microphone. I recorded it over and over again and picked one of the best among them to hand in. I was so nervous and asked my friends to check whether it was all right after recording. With my first experience, it took me much less time to record the second one. Ting and I tried our best to make our dialogue a real conversation. Perhaps, due to our good tacit understanding, I think our dialogue sounded very natural.       

However, I think the real purpose of these assignments is its applicability of voicemail itself instead of its content. After I finished this assignment, it came to me that when I was a high school student, there were almost 55 students in my English class. Hardly could our English teacher ask every individual to read aloud in the class because it may take too much time. Therefore, my English teacher seldom checked our pronunciation and we didn’t know whether we really had right pronunciation. As time went by, I even thought that whether my pronunciation is good or not is not important. After all, I wouldn’t be tested my pronunciation on my JCEE. Nevertheless, my learning English in high school was incomplete and unauthentic due to the lack of speech training. If my English teacher had asked us to record our reading by voicemail and had helped us to listen to it, I would have suffered less form pronunciation problems right now. In addition to reading articles, voicemail still can be applied to varied activities that are related to language use such as training conversation and/or improving listening. 

With more and more inventions in advanced technology, English teaching and learning will be more and more interesting, authentic and effective. Therefore, knowing how to apply these inventions to English teaching has become vital tasks for those teachers-to-be. Voicemail has set a very good example in terms of multimedia assisted TEFL. I think both teachers and students will end up successful English learners.            
