America’s First Years on the Road

In the 1920’s on of the most popular consumer goods was the automobile. Having more automobiles made a new demand for more paved roads, so people could go wherever they wanted, whenever they wanted. Every 5.3 people in the United States ended up having one motor vehicle in 1927. The average American made around 2,000 dollars a year, so they could afford the under priced 300 dollar automobile.

The Car

The new popular item in the United States, the car, made more things easier and more accessible to do. Young Americans were using the car for dates, getting to work, and Sunday activities with the family or even just going to a Sunday mass. Teenagers really liked the new cars because 4 out of 5 cars now had snug tops. This allowed privacy from the outside world for there “dates.” Cars helped the making of suburbs because people could now drive into work and didn’t have to walk. There were now different types of plans to pay for your car, and many are used today.
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Cha Ching Chain Stores

Grocery stores were the first chain stores that were starting in the 20’s. There were also department stores for new fashion clothes. In 1918 there were 29,000 stores and now in 1929 it sprung up to 160,000. This was all possible because of the car and the easier transportation that it allowed. It let us become lazy and drive to a store that you might need to purchase something at.

Fashion or Fad?

When we think of the youth we think of the stylish kids. College campuses spread many ideas about clothes and clothing accessories. People were becoming individuals by the way they were dressing. They made it possible to get out of American’s habit of the suit and become more fun and bright. Women were able to show they’re legs more often at the beach, and men were able to cut back on how formal they had to dress. Fads were the downs to fashion in the 20’s. People always like whats in, but sometimes the “in” becomes the “out” within months, weeks, and sometimes even days.
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Freedoms for the Women.
Before world war one woman were basically expected to do “lady like” things. Naming a few was the house wife, no spitting, drinking, or cussing. Now after the war and in the 20’s women were able to cut back. They could basically do what the men were doing in the social sense. They were still excepted to do household things but they were allowed to let there hair down and have fun like the men where doing.

Good Old School Days and Nights
Like the kids now days, the youths of the 20’s wanted to get out of the house and away from there families and go on dates and chill with there friends. They did the same things as we do. We take out mom and dad’s car or even our cars and we go hang out with our friends and go on dates on the school days, but on the school nights. School was becoming very important and most kids were in it. Schools were cleaned up and sometimes the center piece and pride of a neighborhood.
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The Big Screen
People during this age discovered the talent in the film industry. It was basically a get away form the outside world and to let your imagination run wild. The movies let you hope you could fall in love with a young romantic, be in a gun fight with an outlaw, or just watch a funny guy on the screen with no sound and make you laugh. It made equality in the society with the same pricing for everyone in the house. It let the same people in California see the same things that the people in New York were watching. It was a uniting of the United States through the film industry.

Sports, Sports, Sports
In the 1920’s the sports world was basically put on a pedestal. People started watching sports religiously and never left the United States. We are still obsessed with sports in this country. It basically builds this society to what it is. The best will always come out on top and sports are a perfect example of this. Even women were starting to take up sports. In 1926, women swam the English channel for the first time. Men and women were still conquering a lot of things in sports. African Americans had there own baseball league and that as a major accomplishment for the society.
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Laws of Prohibition

Prohibition is the prohibiting or the outlawing of alcohol. This was made because of all the anger alcohol set upon men. Men ended up beating and raping women because of there drunk rages. The United States tried to ban alcohol with the help of some women’s rights activist. This didn’t go over well and people didn’t care and broke the law and formed organized crime just to import the alcohol. In the end the men won and now we have alcohol today. It’s ever sort of a nation past time.

The Organizations of Crime

There were many organizations of crime that were coming back like the KKK, but other gangs like the mob were just coming in. There were gangsters and organized crime because of the new laws on alcohol. When you take away something most people use on a regular basis your not going to be able to make a clean cut away, there are always going to be people trying to get it no matter what the cost is. Because of this need for alcohol and not being able to comply with the law there was organized crime.
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The Roaring Twenties in a Nutshell
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