Suburban Life – Letter to the editor  February 15th, 2006

What happened to Mayberry?

I was born towards the end of the baby boom, and enjoyed growing up in the seventies... times seemed simpler then.  My family moved to Montgomery in 1974 when I was twelve.  It wasn't exactly Mayberry, but it was a calm, quaint area all the same.  There was little urban sprawl, though full-blown development was just starting in the area.  Lots of farms here, and just to the north.  We still felt like we lived near the 'country', heck, the real boondocks were just the other side of 275.  Like most of us, I left the area as a young adult - but came back, and have chosen to raise my family here.

We are lucky enough to have Pioneer Park close by which most of us in the area and beyond thoroughly enjoy.  There is still peace and quiet, just plain green nature - you feel like you're 'away' when you're there.  You can almost hear Andy whistling the Mayberry theme... ;-)

In the past few years, I had several job opportunities that would have

relocated our family elsewhere.  My family and I considered the issues.. not lastly, the hope that our children would have some of the traditional freedoms that we enjoyed, playing in the shadow of where I grew up. After reflection, we have decided to stay in Montgomery.  It is definitely not Mayberry anymore, but pick up your kids, bring along the dog (on the leash), and head to Pioneer Park, find a quiet place in the meadow, and watch the kids play. Does that bring back any memories?

Now the Montgomery Parks and Recreation Commission are considering the

addition of a Dog Park, to fill all of Pioneer Meadow.  They claim that it is only a 'small' section of land, but it is one of the few green spaces left in the Montgomery park system.  Even if no dogs were in the Dog Park, the fence, and inevitable feces will remain, eliminating any other use of the meadow.  The city bulletin claims that this won't 'restrict' any amenities, but don't they consider fresh air, green grass, and peace to be amenities?

As a dog owner, we're taken our dog to some of the other parks in the

area.  Spending a couple of afternoons looking at other parks in the area gave valid background to what we're considering inflicting on ourselves. I'm not opposed to the idea of dog parks, but don't see the value of damaging Pioneer Park.  If we're considering an effort to keep up with our neighboring 'Jones' townships.. I'd rather keep Mayberry, and invest our tax dollars elsewhere in our infrastructure.  I'm confident that a majority of my fellow citizens feel the same way.

Thanks for your consideration.

Carter Ledbetter

Montgomery Citizen, Veteran, Father, and Responsible Dog Owner.
