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UNIVERSAL USE, BETTER SOLUTION

I am a frequent user of Pioneer Park and personally I love the view of the open meadow that some believe should be turned into a dog park.

I have a solution that could be the ideal compromise if the city feels the need to do something in that area. Why not build a nature/exercise trail? It can be used by anyone, including dog owners. It can be accessible to park users of all ages as well as those with special needs. To accommodate dog owners, each station could be equipped with water bowls and locations to hang a leash. I feel this compromise solution is a real win-win for both sides of this issue. Dogs and people get to exercise together and enjoy natural surroundings. The taxpayers' money (and the apparent budget surplus for the city of Montgomery ) goes towards a universal use of a beautiful, natural shared space.

Debbie Meyers

Southwind Drive

Montgomery

RIGHT IDEA, WRONG PLACE

I have walked my dog in Pioneer Park for eight years now. It's our favorite spot. Pioneer Park alone, of all Montgomery's parks, has maintained a quiet, nature preserve-like environment. There aren't even any children's play gyms, unusual for a park, and perfect for those residents who seek a contemplative place to commune with nature; such places are all too rare. I learned that this was by design: A group of citizens had fought to preserve the natural beauty of Pioneer, exchanging development for passive green space. How lucky for us!

Now the city contemplates putting a "dog playpen" there.

Development is not always progress. Preservationists have made this point for many years. Once a thing is removed and replaced by something new, it's gone. It takes vision to understand the outcome of development, and commitment to stand in the face of change.

The city plans to invest $44,000 to erect a dog park that will serve a small subsection of Montgomery's population. I believe there are other, better alternatives than substantially altering (shall I say defacing?) a public recreational area that is valued by many just as it is.

The city can project that people will clean up after their dogs, that dogs will not be aggressive, that fecal runoff will not dirty the creek water where our children play, will not cause undue traffic or parking problems, will not disturb wildlife, will not add to the noise, and will not disturb anyone who currently uses the park for a quiet place to walk or sit or think. Frankly, I don't see how anyone can predict those outcomes. But one thing is certain: If a dog park is placed there, Pioneer Park will not be the same as it is today. And that, my friends, is not progress.

A dog park is a fine idea. Please find another solution.

Nancy Nolan

Storybook Drive

Montgomery

WHAT ABOUT CATS?

I am a responsible cat owner. I would like to meet and socialize with other responsible cat owners and give my cat a change to romp and play with other cats. Do you think the city of Montgomery should fund a kitty barn with lots of catnip and scratching posts? My friend is a responsible hamster owner. Maybe the city of Montgomery should fund a community habitrail so she can socialize with other hamster owners.

If you want to socialize with other responsible pet owners, why don't you start a club or meet for drinks after a visit to PetSmart? Why don't you walk your dogs together? Why don't you let your dogs romp and play together in a fenced-in backyard?

I don't see why it's necessary for the city of Montgomery to cater to such a small segment of the population because even people with dogs aren't guaranteed to visit a dog park. In fact, most of the people I know who have dogs wouldn't step foot in one. Why doesn't the city spend its extra tax dollars on something that will benefit a much larger segment of the community, like fixing up the showers at the Montgomery pool, constructing new sidewalks or filling in potholes.

Doris Fassbender

Pfeiffer Road

Montgomery

