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Montgomery Citizens Join Forces To Protect Greenspace
Launching Petition Drive to Preserve Local Parks
Montgomery, Ohio - Preserve Pioneer Park, a grassroots resident group, is joining forces with former City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Commissioners and former City Council members, to put the fate of Montgomery parks on the ballot.

The group is officially launching a petition drive on May 19 to gather signatures to create two new City ordinances.  The first ordinance would preserve the passive nature of Pioneer Park by establishing natural and woodland areas such as the Pioneer Meadow, Pioneer Woods and a greenbelt buffer area along Sycamore Creek as a Montgomery Landmark.  The greenbelt along the creek would also extend to Dulle Park.

The second ordinance would prevent City Council from selling park land or significantly altering the character and nature of an existing park without the approval of the voters.

The proposed legislation is likely to appear on the November 2006 ballot.  It was prompted by a City of Montgomery proposal to construct a dog park in Pioneer Meadow, one of Montgomery’s last remaining publicly owned green spaces and part of the designated natural area of Pioneer Park.  
Preserve Pioneer Park gathered more than 1,000 signatures between February and April 2006 from Montgomery residents who oppose the location of a dog park in Pioneer Meadow.  To date, the Montgomery Parks and Recreation Commission has not made a recommendation to City Council regarding this proposal.  

For more information about the petition drive, please go to Preserve Pioneer Park’s web site - http://www.geocities.com/preservepioneerpark/ .
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