Montgomery dog park faces resistance

BY FEOSHIA HENDERSON | ENQUIRER STAFF WRITER
MONTGOMERY - Dog parks have grown popular across Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, with a half-dozen dotting the region from Covington to West Chester Township.

But a proposed park in Montgomery had some residents howling in protest during a public hearing Thursday night.

Well over 100 people - some spilling into the hallway of City Council Chambers - turned out to discuss putting one in Pioneer Park on Deerfield Road. The 21-acre park is the city's largest. .

The crowd appeared closely divided over whether the park should be built. Those opposed said it would change the park's quiet, clean character. Proponents say it would enhance the city and offer a place for dogs to exercise safely.

Resident Peg Lewin said a dog park would offer a social opportunity for pet owners.

"A dog park is really a place for people as much as it is for dogs," said Lewin, one of a number of residents showing support by wearing a sticker with a green paw print. "Instead of inventing reasons not to do this, why don't we work together?"

Resident Brett Leonard, of Londonridge Court, was one of several members of a group calling itself "Save Pioneer Park" who spoke against the proposal.

Leonard said when voters approved a levy for the park in 1990 that it was for "green space preservation purposes." A dog park, he reasoned, wasn't part of the deal.

He said officials should be "vigilant in the preservation of one of the last open, public spaces in this city."

The group has a Web site: www.geocities.com/preservepioneerpark/.
Nolan said the group has gathered 700 signatures of those who oppose a dog park.

Mayor Gerri Harbison said she was unsure when council would make a decision.
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