

Submitted To:  Montgomery City Council at Council Meeting 1/18/2006 

Re:  Statement from Resident Committee to Preserve Pioneer Park
My name is Brett Leonard, and I am a Montgomery resident at 10426 Londonridge Court.  I am here representing many other citizens from several neighborhoods across Montgomery because of concerns we have about a dog park that is being proposed for development in Pioneer Park. 

We understand that we come at an early point in the process but we feel it necessary that our concerns be expressed on the record at this time.

I would like to address some of the specific reasons we are opposed to such a development, and then add some additional questions that we hope the council will answer before considering the proposal.

First, let me state that as a group we are not opposed to dogs or dog parks.  In fact, many of us are dog owners ourselves.  We strongly believe, however, that Pioneer Park is not an appropriate site for a dog park. 

The most compelling reason for this is the nature of Pioneer Park itself and its history and the original vision that went into its establishment.  Pioneer Park was initially set aside for, and continues to be, a serene, natural, rustic outdoor space.  All the features of the park are consistent with this vision: the woods, pond, creek, wildflower meadow, butterfly gardens, and gazebo.  Community residents enjoy this park as a quiet place to commune with nature, fly kites, take walks, jog, ride bikes, and of course walk their dogs all the while enjoying the natural setting before them.  Adding a dog park to this space would change the character of this park dramatically.  We do not envision people gathering to use the gazebo with a nearby crowd of enclosed, noisy dogs.  We do not see children or senior citizens using the meadow walk if it lets out into an area full of off-leashed dogs.  We do not see people using the swings by the pond or fishing on a quiet afternoon, as they do now, if there is crowd of dogs nearby.  Moreover, although the proposed space does not have any formal official use - Pioneer Meadow (our given name to the area) - is used by our children for playing catch, flying kites, shooting up stomp rockets and just running and horsing around.  Let’s not forget, the many varieties of wildlife that call it home including deer, squirrels, raccoon, chip monks, and at one time a family of fox, they will impacted as well.    

This park is also in inappropriate choice because of its small size and close proximity to residential communities.  This brings to mind safety issues, from dogs lost accidentally in close proximity of playing children.  Another strong concern are the security issues from outside residents, attracted by the dog park, coming into our neighborhoods with ill intent, leading to an increase in crime.  There will likely be more traffic problems, noise nuisance, an increase in dirt and litter problems, along with other unintended consequences that will affect our quality of life.  Increased liability risk is another area of strong concern - some homes have property lines that cross the creek and are directly adjacent to the proposed park – if dogs wander onto outlying properties we fear the liability risk will transfer to the owners of these properties.  A decrease of property values may also be directly attributable to the establishment of a dog park.  One such property is a home that is one of this cities few remaining historic landmarks, that was recently restored at great expense by area neighbors. 

In addition to these very significant concerns, we had several questions we would like answered:

1) Has there been any studies concerning the environmental impact of a dog park in this space so close to Sycamore Creek?

There are concerns about the effect on bacteria levels in the water running into the creek, as well as its effect on surrounding wildlife in the woods.

2) How will the park be funded?  The cost estimate should include not only the initial development of the park, but ongoing maintenance, cost of additional security, and other hidden costs like insurance or liability risks to the community for bites or other injuries.

3) Have you adequately studied design feasibility in this space and within your budget?

4) Is there a significant need in the community for a dog park? There are several dog parks already close by and Montgomery, in general, is an area with few apartments or condominium complexes and many homes with larger yards that do not have a pressing need for a dog park.  Although we are aware of the recent survey on the internet, we are concerned that it was not very well publicized and may be heavily skewed toward individuals who were already aware of the dog park proposal and were strongly in favor of it. 

5) How will the park be policed?  We have heard suggestions about self-policing or volunteers monitoring the park.  We doubt this will provide adequate security for a park so close to residential areas with so many playing children.

I appreciate you giving me the opportunity to me speak and voice our concerns.  We hope you will take our concerns seriously.  This proposal which will fundamentally change the character of Pioneer Park has been taken seriously by us especially after considering the impact on our children, families, neighbors and other stakeholders of the park.  We hope that you will keep us continually informed as the decision making process proceeds, as well as give us specifics about any timetable you have for making the decision.  Thank you again for your time and consideration.

Dated this 18th day of January, 2006

Respectfully Submitted,
	 
	Brett Lloyd Leonard
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