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Positive Alternatives to the Widening of 16th Avenue to 6-7 Lanes

Open Letter to Residents of Markham and Richmond Hill – December 2, 2007 

All residents near 16th Avenue need to understand that York Region is moving rapidly towards a final decision to expand 16th Avenue to 6-7 lanes in the Towns of Markham and Richmond Hill.

Creating a 6-7 lane regional highway through a established residential communities is almost unprecedented.  It will have major impacts on quiet enjoyment of homes and community, on some property values, on the environment, and on public health and safety. 

We are a group of concerned residents that has joined together to stop this proposal.  We ask you to read the remainder of this note and join with us in taking the actions outlined at the end of the note.

In our letter of November 5, 2007, we identified our concerns and indicated that we will be pleased to discuss other alternatives to consider.  This letter discusses alternatives.

Our Suggested Alternatives

1. Enhance public transit in the 16th Avenue corridor and all of York Region.  Ideas include:

· Improve the frequency of bus service on 16th Avenue

· Improve the extent and frequency of feeder bus service to 16th Avenue and Hwy 7

· Priority traffic lights for buses

· Public transit parking at plazas

· Evaluate centre median reversible bus/HOV lane (single lane) within the current 4-5 lane footprint

· Reduce fares of York Region Transit and eliminate need for second fare when connecting to Toronto Transit Commission

· Add Bicycle racks on buses

· Add more secure bicycle lanes.  Should have a physical barrier from vehicular traffic to improve public safety 

2. Implement operational improvements for traffic on 16th within the current 4-5 lane footprint.  Ideas include:

· Traffic signal optimization (eg computer-based timing)

· Lengthen turning lanes where needed

3. Implement “smart commute” concepts.  Ideas include:

· Provide incentives to employers to stagger work hours

· Work with schools to stagger school hours

· Provide incentives to employers to organize car pooling

4. Proceed with less-disruptive planned road expansion projects first, to verify from actual experience, rather than a model, how much traffic off-loading of 16th Avenue will occur.  Of particular interest is the proposed widening of Highway 7,  the proposed new crossing of Highway 404  in the Valleywood Drive and East Wilmot Street area (midway between Highway 7 and 16th Avenue) and improvements in the Roddick Road/14th Avenue/Esna Park Drive area with access to the DVP.  These are much less disruptive projects, and should proceed first.  Regional roads passing through residential areas should be upgraded to 4 lanes, plus turning lanes, but not to 6 lanes. 

5. Require new developments to incorporate proper infrastructure for public transit and vehicular traffic up front, to minimize forcing new traffic on over-burdened streets in established areas. 

Until four alternatives have been implemented, delay widening of 16th Avenue.  

What Each of Us Can Do:

If you want to stop this expansion, then you need to become personally involved:

· For more information, please view our website at www.geocities.com/preserve16th
· Please phone or write to your Ward Councillor, Regional Councillors and Mayor, and forcefully let them know your opposition to the 16th Avenue expansion. Find the name of your representatives at www.geocities.com/preserve16th  or at  www.york.ca, www.markham.ca, or   www.richmondhill.ca.
· Please talk to your neighbours and make them aware of the urgency of this issue.  Convince them to get involved.

· Contact us via email at   preserve16th@gmail.com.  For example, we require people to disseminate literature, assist with petitions and attend future public meetings to show strength in numbers.
