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Help Stop the Widening of 16th Avenue to 6-7 Lanes

Open Letter to Residents of Markham and Richmond Hill – November 5, 2007 

All home owners near 16th Avenue need to understand that York Region is moving rapidly towards a final decision to expand 16th Avenue to 6-7 lanes.

Creating a 6-7 lane regional highway through an established residential community is almost unprecedented.  It will have major impacts on quiet enjoyment of homes and community, on property values, on the environment, and on public health and safety. 

We ask you to read the remainder of this note, and if you also have concerns, we ask you to join with us in taking the actions that we have outlined at the end of the note.

The Current Status:

York Region has engaged an engineering consultant to recommend a future transportation approach in the 16th Avenue corridor. This work is largely completed and the clear recommendation is that 16th Avenue be widened to 6-7 lanes from Yonge Street to Markham Road.  The extra lanes are to be designated for High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) and Public Transit during peak hours and regular vehicular traffic the rest of the time.

Detailed information on this project can be found on the York Region website at: www.york.ca under News and Information Heading, click on the 16th Avenue Roads EA link.

Public meetings have been held, but were not well attended.  At these meetings there was strong opposition to the proposed road expansion; however, there has been no change to the core recommendation. 

Our Concerns:

As residents in the 16th Avenue corridor, we have many concerns with this proposal. We fundamentally disagree with it being implemented, and we know that the only way to stop it will be through all of us working together to strongly voice our opposition to it.  

Our areas of concern center around our quality of life, our property values, environmental impairment and health and safety issues. It is clear that:

· Poor community planning on the part of the Region and the two Towns does not justify creating a 6-7 lane highway in the centre of residential areas, some of which are 30+ years old.   If you are having trouble visualizing what this road would be like, please travel on Woodbine Avenue between Highway 7 and Steeles Avenue during rush hour. 

· This expansion is not being completed just to relieve current traffic congestion on 16th Avenue.  The intent is to induce new east-west traffic on to a 6-7 lane regional highway as the population of the region grows outside of our established neighbourhoods.

· There is a growing body of evidence that adding extra lanes to streets provides only temporary traffic relief, as traffic soon increases to fill the new capacity.

· Families near 16th Avenue will suffer impairment of quality of life, including extra air pollution leading to health impacts, extra noise and light pollution and extra salt damage.  Property values will also be affected.

· Facilitation of traffic on 16th will increase greenhouse gases, damage adjacent ravines, impair storm water quality and support urban sprawl, and is not consistent with sustainable development.

· The speeding and aggressive driving that happens every day on 16th Avenue will only get worse when it is expanded to 6-7 lanes.  The concept of dedicated HOV lanes will not be enforceable, just as the speed limits are not enforceable today.

· Traffic congestion will increase on all neighbourhood streets intersecting 16th Avenue as new traffic accesses this 6-7 lane highway.  From the many streets intersecting 16th without traffic lights, left turns across three lanes of on-coming traffic will be exceptionally dangerous. 

Our Message to our Elected Representatives:

We understand that our elected representatives have a responsibility to balance the needs of current residents with the needs for future growth.  We understand that transportation is a growing problem in the region and must be solved, and we understand that resolving the issue is a complex undertaking.

We simply will not accept a solution that involves turning 16th Avenue into a major 6-7 lane highway through an established residential community.  As our elected representatives you have a fundamental responsibility to preserve our quality of life.

You have many other options for resolving future east / west traffic flow including other roads or enhanced public transit.  We will be pleased to talk to you about other alternatives to consider.

At the end of the day, your choice is about vehicles or people.  People vote, vehicles don’t!

What Each of Us Can Do:

The transportation consultants will not change their position on 16th Avenue. Despite purported public consultation, they have made what they believe to be the most efficient recommendation.  

We can stop the widening of 16th Avenue only through making sure that our elected representatives on Ward Council, Regional Council, and our Mayors actively oppose the proposal.  To date, we believe that almost all elected officials have not declared a position on this issue – they are waiting to see how the voters feel!

Citizen action can succeed!  Good examples are the “Stop the Dump” campaign in the 1990’s and the “Save Unionville Main Street” campaign in the 1970’s. 

If you want to stop this expansion, then you need to become personally involved:

· For more information, please view our website at www.geocities.com/preserve16th
· Please phone or write to your Ward Councillor, Regional Councillors and Mayor, and forcefully let them know your opposition to 16th Avenue expansion. Find the name of your representatives at www.york.ca, www.markham.ca, or   www.richmondhill.ca.
· Please talk to your neighbours and make them aware of the urgency of this issue.  Convince them to get involved.

· Contact us via email at   preserve16th@gmail.com.  For example, we require people to disseminate literature, assist with petitions and attend future public meetings to show strength in numbers.
