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BAPTISTS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

introduction

Reporter i Good morning! Welcome again to the Bicentanniai series which telis about our American Heritage
and Religious Freedom. Today, the fifth Sunday of the series, we will focus upon the role that Baptists played in
the American Revolution itseli,

Baptist Recognition of the Continental Congress

Reporter it On Saptembar 5, 1774, in Carpenter's Hail, Phnfadaiphta, the first Continental Congress
assembled. Eight days after Congress first tnpt, the Warren Association of Baptist Churches recognized itase
type of Supreme Court hr the Amefrican cqfomes becam:e they aom it-an appesl for freadom of religion.

Reporter Ht: The Phi Iam Baptist Assocmtlon mooidm snéhhody)n America, sent a large committeeto
Congress 1o aid the appeal of their New England hmﬁim In 1807, Dv. Samuel Jones, in a sarmon before the
Philadelphia Association, said: “On the assembling of the first Continental Congress, | was one of the.com-
mittee, under appointment of your body, that, in company with ...isaac Backus, of Massachusetts, met the
delegates in Congress from that State...to see if we could ot obgain some security for that liberty for which we
waere then fighting and bleeding at their side. it seemed unreasonable 10 ug that we should be called to standup
with them in defence of libefty if...it wag to be iberty for one party to oppress another.” '

Those twoB&pt:st associations, therefore, formally recogmzad the Rgvoluﬁen and the Continental Congress.
In doing s0, they were among the first religious groups in the Coloﬁm to give their iniuence to gain support
for that Revolutionary Legistature.

Reporier IV: It does not detract from their recognition that they mﬂﬁ E;b‘ﬂgrus to assist them in securing
relief from persacution. There is ample reason to bdwwthat the pulic kpproval of two such respectable
bodies, given at a time when doubt and alarm prevailed everywhete, ha p&mrfut intluence in strengthening
the faith of patriots in and out of the Tirst Continomai Oongress e

Enthusiastic Baptist Advocates of the a«m

Reporter I: Baptists alroady had walked through the furnace of persacution. They knew what suffering meant.

‘The whole denomination, therefore, was overflowing with enthusiasm for the Revolutionary cause. Their aid in
securing Revolutionary freedom was of the highest itmportance; diﬁculﬁes to them were trifiss and opposition
only stirred up greater power in them rather than mhng i

Reporter lI: The Baptist General Association of ngmia notified the Convention of the people of Virginia that
“they had considered what part it would be proper to take in the contest, and had determined that they ought to
- make a military resistance to Great Britain in Herunjust invasion, tyrannical oppression, and repeated
hostilities.” That action undoubtedly had great waight with the Coenvention whose delegates voted for the
Declaration of Independence the next ysar in the Continantal Congrau

Reporter H): Preachers also were devoted 10 helping in the Ravolution Their patriotism led some ministers to
becoma Chaplains in the Army. Baptists hald great interest in the soidiers of the Revotution. ~Having con-
fidence in the power of prayer, they were anxious to have meén of God minister to their armed forgddin camps,
hospitals, and battle-fields, so that they miighit ot only point them to the One Who gives health and heating to
the sick and wounded, and victory in every fierce struggle, but aiso that they might pray to God f6r Success in -
battle. in that spirit, Baptist ministers were eager to go o the army as ¢haplains. Leading pastors froin the East,
the Mididie States, and the South served with their armed brethren in all the struggles, dangers, Ilﬁmificas
of the Revolutionary War. _

Reporter iV: Some of the Baptist chaplains were Jeremiah Walker; John wnkams and Elder M'Clanahan from
Virginia; Chartes Thompson and Dr. Hezekiah Smith from Massachusetts; Df Rogers from Pennsytvama and
David Jones and John Gano from New Jersey.



John Gano, who was born in Hopewell, New Jarsey, possessed to a iarge degree the patriotic spirit of the Bap-
tists of that pilace, which had $0 many representatives engaged in the Revolution. He was also a very brilliant
man. Leaving the pastorate of the First Baptist Church of New York, he entered the army asa chaplain. He per-
formed sérvices which rendersd him invaluable to the officers and men with whom he was associated.

Reporter I: One historian has written wam “Inthe fierce conflict on Chatterton's Hill he was continually
under fire, and his coot and quiet courage in thus feariessly exposing himself who stood near him.”

Gano hirmmeif in speaking of it said: “My station in time of action | knew to be among the surgeons, but in this
battie | somehow got in front of the regiment; yet | durst not guit my place for fear of dampening the spirits of
the soldiers, or of brmgmg on myself an imputation of cowardice.”

W H: When m read of the setf-sacrifice of men like those, we are not surprised that they attracted the
attention of General Washington, and that he declared that “Baptist chaplains were among the most prominent
and useful in tha army.” There his beena strong tradition that Baptist chaplain.John Gano baptized General
Washington one night But that cannot he substantiated historically to everyone's satisfaction.

Reporter i: Some ministers served the Revolution in other areas. James Manning, D. D, president of the
college now known as Brown University, was one of those. Few men in his day, in his own or other
denominations, wielded a more extensive influance. In the Revolution he was the most inftuential. man in
Rhode Isiand. Oiher Baptist mmicters mchsded' David Barrow, Danlel Marshall, Oliver lel, and Dr. Richard
Furman. -

H.Nl'hl‘ IV: Dr. Stiflman of Boeten was a Chﬂatmn of great consecration. No one. in Massachusetts was
recognized as a more fervent frignd of liberty thanthat pastor of the First Baptist Church of Beston. In elogquent
terms he advocated the doctrines of the Revolution in a sermon preached in 1766 on the repeal of the Stamp
Act and in another semon in 177N _' re the Honarable Artitlery Company of Boston.

Reporter I:As a pr_eacher, Stiliman had no superior in New England. Among his admirers were John Adams,
Generat Knox, and Goverhor Hancoek. Stillman was one of thetwelve delegates from Boston in the convention
which ratified the Constitution of the United States. He rendered valuable help to that aimost equally divided
assembly in securing a majority of nineteen votes for ratification.

Reporter I Brethren out of the ministry planne_d and'worked and suffered much in the cause of freedom also.
Conspicuous among that class of Baptists is the name of John Hart, a Signer of the Declaration of In-
‘dependence. John Hart of New.Jersey was weH informed on Colenial and European questions. He thoroughly
understood the basic rights of mankind. He was heid in such high esteem that he was usually selecied to settle
the disputes of his neighbors, who spoke of #im affectionaily as “Honest John Harl.” When he entered the Con-
tinental Congress, in 1774, he was about sixty years of age. He resigned from Congress in 1775 when he
bacame Vice-President of the Provincial Congress of New Jersey. He was again elected in 1776 when he took
his place arhong the patriots and heroes who sent forth the immortal Declaration of independences. It It was
issued on July 4, 1776.

Reporter Hi: Hart's signature on that famous document brought the wrath of the British authorities upon him.
He had to fiee. During this flight, one night he had a dog house for his shelter and its owner for his companion!
In 1776, 1777, and 1778, Hart was elected Speaker of the House of Assembly of Naw Jersey. He built the Baptist
Church of Hopewell and geave it its burying ground. John HMart, the Baptist, left a name fit for the famous docu-
‘'ment that proclaimed ta the wortd our national birth!

Reporter IV: Another Bapt‘rst layman who served valiantly in the cause of the Revolution was Colone! Joabh
Houghton of New Jersey. Colonel Houghton was at worship in the Hopewait Baptist meeting-house when he
received the first information about the battles of Concord and Lexington. His great-grandson. has giventhe




following description of the way Houghton received the news: "Stilling ihe breathless messenger he sat quietly
through the services, and when they were ended, he passed out, and mounting the great stone block in front of
the meeting-house f& beckoned to the peopis 10 stop....At the first words, a silence, stern as.death, fell over
all... He toid them all the story...; then pausing, and looking over the silent throng, he said slowly: ‘Men of New
Jersey, the red coats are mun:lering our brethren of New England! Who follows me to Boston?’ and every man
of that audience stepped out into line, and angwered: ‘I’ There was not a coward nor & traitor in old Hopewetl
Baptist Meeting-housse that day.”

Reporter I: John Brown of Rhode Island was a Baptist whose record is.an honor to ail Americans, as well as
Baptists. He owned twenty veasels, any or all of which might have been seized by the British navy at any time.
From the very first, however, he was a frank Revoiutionist. In 1772, a British armed schooner calied the

- “Gaspoe” came into Nar| Bay to carry out orders from British officials in Boston, with a view to prevent
viotations of the revenus The ship was a continual annoyance 10 the ship ownaers. On June 9 she ran
aground on Namquit, below Pawtuxet. Mr. Brown heard of it; 80 he immadiately ordersd eight large boats to be
placed in charge of Captain Abraham Whipple, oneofhlsbastslup—nwers Atabouttwoa. m., Mr. Brownand -
his boats reached the "Gaspes”’; two shots were exchanged, one of which wounded Lisutenant Duddingston.
“That was the first British biood shed in the war of independence.” The crewand offnoers ieftme“Gaspee" very
speedily, and- Whlpph biew her up. Brown was the last man on board.

Reporter i: Baptast laymen crowdad the ranks of the Army and labored for the triumph of the Revolution with

~ alt their might. They earned for themseives, therefore, a reputation for love of country and valor which will
never die. John Adams of Massachuselts wes on some occasions the bitterest enemy the Baptists had in
Revolutionary days. Yet he gave them considerabie credit for bringing Doiawafa from the gulf of distoyalty to
the platform of patriotism.

Reporter HI: Oni October 19, 1781, the American army entered Yorktown aftertheyhad taken Cornwallis and
his troops as prisoners. The Philadeiphia Baptist Association was.in session when the news reached them on
the night of October 23. Atsunrise, the Association met and praised God forshe victory They also recorged their
grateful feelings in appropriate resolutions. To some Americans the capture-of Cornwallis was a terribie biow,
but the oldest Baptist association in the land got up by sunrisa to celsbrate the best news that had reached
‘them for six long years - tidings for whtchthey smcereiyﬂ%am GM That was the spirit of thewhole Bap-
ftist peopte all over the land! _

- Conchision

Reporter IV: Next week we will loarn how a Baptast mmisterm mstnmntal in gettmg the Bil! of Rights added
- to the U. S, Constitution. _

Capyeighl tmmMM?ﬂﬂ\.
1w Rock, Arkbnesy 72201, Iqaﬂhuﬂm-ﬂun““hm
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JOHNN LELAND AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS

Reporter k Hello. Welcome to the sixth part of the special Bicentennial series of programs.
Today's study should be of interest to all true Americans.

Guarantees of Religious Fresdom

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the preas, or of tha right of the peo-
ple peaceable to assemble, and to petition the government for redress of grievances.” Thus
begins the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. The firstten amendments
have been calied “The Bill of Rights.” Americans of all races and religions are justiy proud of
the Bill of Rigbhts, for in it are expressed claarly and plainly certain rights and privileges which
they hold dear. Qur Baptist forefathers can claim credit for influencing James Madison in his
quest for getting the Bili added to the constitution. Baptists werse led by a staunch patriot John
Leland.

Reporter ii: On March 7, 1788, about twenty Baptist ministers and laymen met at the Witliams
Meeting Housa in Goochland County, Virginia. The group was known as the Virginia Baptist
General Committee. Leader of the committee was Baptist minister John Leland, a close friend
of Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, and James Madison. The matter bafore the committee
was simpie, yet important: Shouid the Baptists of Virginia encourage the General Assembly of
Virginia to ratify the new feder‘al constitution?

Reporter I11: Baptist were not apposed to a plan for a federal union of the states. They raised the
question, however, because of concern over an apparent Iaeie«a! guarantees for complete
religious liberty. Virginia Baptists were joined by citizens of all faiths in being basically
satisfied with the proposed Constitution. Thsy especially like the wording of Article Vi which
- read: “...No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office of public trust
under the United States.” That article outlawed any chance that the faderal government could
make refigious beliefs or nonbeliefs a guatification for office. -

Reporter IV: Although the contents of the proposed constitution had been formulated under
the direction of the great minds of George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin,
and John Adams, Rev. John Leland had serious doubts about ihe effectiveness of any
provisions for religious freadom.

Reporier I: Leiand asked, "Where are the guarantess of compiate raligious freedom? Where is
the protaction for the individual 1o believe or ot to believe, to worship or not to worship, tobe
free to support hig ghurch or any religious cause, and free alsc from ali compulsion of the
government to support some church? Remember, we stand for religious liberty!”

Reporter It: Accordingly, the men assembied at the meeting in"March 1788 agreed upon a
statement that included these words: (read in unison) “We the Virginia Baptist General Com-
mittee unanimously hold that the rnew federal constitution, proposed to the States for their
ratification, does not make sufficient provigion for the secure en;wment of religious liberty;
and thersfore it should be amended to make such provision.”

Leland Enters the Race

Reporter Hi: One of the committee members, Colonel Charies Barbour, had.originaily an-
nounced as a candidate to the state convention which had been called to consider ratification
of the proposed constitution. As a consequence of this mesting, he announced that he wouid
withdraw from the race if John Leland would enter the race to represent Orange County.

Reporter IV: Barbour explained to Leland: “Announce for delegate! In that way you will be able
to biock the ratification of the constitution. Without Virginia the constitution will never be



accepted. A new convention will be forced to permit a clear statement guaranteeing religious
freedom!”

Reporier I: At first Leland would have no part in running against his friend James Madison. At
the insistence of Barbour and others, however, Leland finally agreed to consider the matter.

The issue was very important to Leland. He did not want to batray his friendship with Madison,

but a serious principle was at stake. A summary of Leland’s position on religious hherty shows
the urgency of his concern. _

Reporter if: {Leiand)

“memhmfmdomoimm No one must be subject to penaities by
any civil, military, or scclesiastical authority because of refigious befie! or nonbediet.

smmmnmmmmmmm:wmnwm
the propagation of the fsith at home and abroad, 3o long as they conform to respect for the per-
son and the lews of human decency and safety.

“Third, Mmutthm“mo!chumhmdsmmy {a) no taxation in
any amount for any chuarch, religious aciivity, or esiablishment, (b} no control of any religious
organization by an agency of the government, (¢) no favoritism by the government toward any
nﬁﬂommgmmmermecMormmmbm
mlnhhn,leadm or programs,” - -

Reporter 1: Leland and his Baptist friends &}ready had asked-Madison 10 writa into the con-
stitution the protection they desired. Madison could see that the Baptists had a valid pointin
wanting 1o stand "firmiy by their avowed principie of complate separation of church and state,”
but he batked at adding to the constitution. tnstead, he askex for delay. In doing 50, Madison
sided with John Adams, whom Baptists considered to be a champion of established religion.

Reporter IV: Leland’s disappointment in Madison's decision prompted him to write a pamphiet
entitied “Objections to the Constitution.” Composed of ten objections, the first and last were
especially to the point:

“There is no Bil! of Rights. Whenever a number of men enter intoa stage of society, a number of
individual rights must be given up 10 society, but there shotid be a mgmorial of those not sur-
rendered, otherwise every natural and domestic right becomes atienable, which raises Tyran-
ny at once, and this is as necessary in one Form of Government as in another

What is clearest of all: - Rseligious Libarty, is not sufficiently secured. No religious test is re-
quired as a qualification to fill any office under the Linited States, but it a majority of the Con-
gress with the President favour one system more th another, they may oblige all othersto pay
to the support of their system as must as they please; and if oppression does not ensue, it will
be owing to the mildness of Administration, and not to any Constitutional defense, and if the
manners of people are so far corrupted, that they cannot live by Republican principles, it is very
dangerous leaving Rsligious Liberty at their mercy.”

Leland and Madison Find a Compromise

Reporter |: Before Madison left Philadelphia to campaign in several letters telling him about
Baptist oppoesition 1o the constitution and the plans for candidates who would run on the plat-
form of rejecting the constitution. It was fairty well agreed that ratification by Virginia was im-
perative if the constitution was to become the taw of the land. Among the letters was one from
Captain Joseph Spencer, a Baptist who had served time in prison for his refigious faith, He dis-
cussed the mounting opposition to the constitution and added: “Mr. Letand and Mr. Bledsoe
and Sanders are the most publick men of the society in Orange, therefor as Mr. Leland iyes in



your way home from Fredericksburg to Orange would advise you to call on him and spend a
few hours in his company....” o

Reporter It In the meantime, Leland had decided to try te strike a bargain with Madison. it
Madison would agree to be a member of the First Congress and. present constitutional
amendments that Baptists wantsd, Leland could anrounce that he would not run for delegate
to the convention and would even support James Madison.

On the way to Orangé County, Madison stopped overnight at Mount Vernon for a visit with
George and Martha Washington. He then hurried to Fredericksburg, There he was warnad
again that he needed to gain Leland’s support, if he were to be elected as a delegate to the state
convention. Madison then went to.see John Leland. After exchanging the usuat grestings, -

Madison and Leiand strolied outside of the house into the side yard. There, undar some great
oak trees, they talked. - A o :

Reporter I1i: Soon afterward, Candidate James Madison spoke st a picnic near Gum Springs,
six miles from Orange. Hs told his-listeners that he would run for the First Congress and if
elected, would introduce the amendments suggest by Rev. Leland and friends. Laland
withdrew from the race. Madison was etected as detegate. The United States Constitution was
ratitied. It subsequently became the law of the tand. As an elected member of the First Con-
gress, Madison kept his promise. He worked hard-at formulating the first ten amendments -
Bill of Rights. ' Rt : - '

Reporter IV: On January 2, 1788, Madison wrote a letter to Rev. George£ve, who was pastor of
the Blue Run Baptist Church in Orange County. He stated: “Circumstances have now chang-
ed. it is my sincere opinion that the Constitution ought to be revised, and that the tirst Con-
gress...ought to prepare and recommend to the States for ratification the most satistactory
provisions for essenttal rights, particularly the rights of conscience in the fuHest latitude, the
treedom of the prass, trials by jury, security against gensral warrents, etc.”

Reporter I Early in the first session of Congress, James Madison submitted the Bill of Rights
which was soon adopted. Atl Americans tharefore, should be thankful toward John Leland, an
American patriot and Baptist preacher who, in the face of mugch criticism and misundeystan-
ding, stood for his principles - principies which ail true Americans now hoid dear!

Reporter il: Next wesk we will consider a number of cases of religious persecution which took
place in Colonial America. - _ v

(The Joh'? L_el_and story is graphically and beautitully presented i.n the film, “Magniticent
Heritage,” a Broadman Films production. Rental arrangements may be made through the
qulltshar of these studies or through other authorized fitm agencies. 16mm sound, color, 60
minutes. . _ '

Copyright 1976 BAPTIST PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE, 712 Main,
Lide Rock. Arianass TEM1. May Rot b wesd withoul wilien permaission, sxtapl lor reviewn.’
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN COLONIAL AMERICA
~ Introduction

Reporter I: Good morning! Welcome to another segment of the Bicenten-
nial series entitled “One Nation Under God.” Today, the panel will teil
several stories which illustrate how our Baptist forefathers often suffered
retigious parsecution in Colonial Seventeenth Ceniury Massachusetts

Reporter 1i: On July 16, 1651, Elders John Clarke and ObadiahiHolmes and
Deacon John Crandall went from Newport, Rhode isiand, to visit one of
their church members in Lynn, Massachusetts. The member, elderly
William Witter, was blind. Although Witter lived about two miles out of
town, the local town officials soon learned about the visiting strangers. On
the followmg Sunday, two constables entered-the house and presented a
warrant for the arrest of the three visitors. The arrest was made while
Clarke was preaching a sermon. ..

Reporter HI: Soon after their arrest, the three men were compelled to at-
tend another religious meeting in town. As a gesture of objection, Clarke
and his.companions did not remove their hats during the service! The three
men were later moved to'Boston prison to await trial. Finally, on July 31,
they were examined and sentenced “without (the officials’) producing
either accuser, witness, jury, law of God, or man,” Ctarke later explained.

Reporter {V: In the course of the examination, Clarke continued: “The
Governour upbraided us with the name of Anabaptists; To whom |
answered, | disown the name, | am neitheran Anabaptist, nor a Pedobap-
tist, or a Catabaptist; he told me in hast{e) | was all; | told him he could not
prove us to be either of them; he said, yes, you have Re-baptized; | denyed
it saying, | have Baptized many, but never Re-baptized any; then said he
you deny tha former Baptism, and make afl our worshtp anullity; | told him
he said it... .

Reporter I: Clarke eventually was orderad released on August 11, 1651.
Some friend apparently had paid his tine. For awhile it appeared that
Clarke would be permitted to have a public debate with his foes, but that
never took place. Matters did not go so well for Obadigh Holmes. Someone
had paid Crandail’s fine of five pounds, but Holmes refised to aliow
anyone to pay his thirty pounds. As a resuft he was whipped in a public
place. He later explained that the man struck with all hig strength, “...Yea



spitting on his hand thres times..., with a three-coarded whip, giving me
therewith thirty strokes....”

Eightesnth Century America

Reporter 1i: Religious persecutlon agamst Baptists was not very
widespread in North and South Carolina or Georgia. The story was
different, however, in Virginia. That likely explains why Virginia was where
Baptists came out 80 strongly for the Bill of Rights. Persecution in Virginia
wasoftwokinds - popularand legal. Baptistfidelity to their convictions
and “frivolous” charges brought by “ignorance and malice” produced
popular violence. Baptists were charged with (1) dissenting from the
Church of England, (2) refusing to commune with those of other
denominations, (3) refusing to baptize infants, (4) insisting on immersion
for baptism, and (5) causing division. They were accused also-of (6) con-
tinually condemning others in their preaching, (7) having little human lear-
ning, and (8) holding noisy meetings. Many people were fearful (9) that if
they became strong enough, they would massacre their fellow citizens and
take possession of the country!

Reporter lll: One interesting story of persecution involved Lewis Craig in
1767. Craig was fined in Spotsylvania County, Virginia, for preaching. Very
dramatically, Craig told the grand jury: “I thank you, gentlemen, for the
honour you did me. While | was wicked and injurious, you took no note of
me, but now having altered my course of life and endeavoring to reformmy
neighbors, you concern yourself much about me.”

One of the members of the jury was a certain John Waller, nicknamed
“Swearing John” and the “Devil's Adjutant” because of his wickedness.
Waller, moved by Craig’s testimony, soon was converted, baptized, and
called to preach! The next year he was arrested for preaching and brought
before the same grand jury!

Reporter |¥: The principal period of persecution of Virginia Baptists oc-
curred between 1768 and 1774, although there was an isolated occurrence
in 1778. In August, 1771, several preachers, including Craig and Waller,
were arrested in Caroh‘ne County. Waller and the others preached from the
windows of the prison, carrying ona fruitful ministry. On more than one
occasion, prosecutors charged Craig, Waller, and their friends with being
disturbers of the peace. One prosecutor alleged that “theéy cannot meet a
man upon the road, but they must ram a text of Scripture down his throat!”



Reporter I: One famous incident invoived Jeremiah Moore of Fairfax,
Virginia. Originally an active layman in the Church of England, Moore had
been arrested, in 1773, for preaching “the Gospe!l of Jesus Christ.” That
Baptist had received a sentence of life imprisonment! A significant thing
happened, however. Patrick Henry was brought to Alexandria forMoore's
defense, Henry made such an impassioned speech that Moore was releas-
ed from his tife imprisonment. He later obtained legal license for preaching
in various places. During the course of his speech, Patrick Henry made a
- statement which has become famous: “Great God, gentlemen, a man isin
prison for preaching the gospet of the Son of God!”

Reporter It: Garnett Ryland, noted authority on Virginia Baptist history,
has summarized and analyzed theé persecution.in Virginia as follows: “The
imprisonments of more than thirty individuals in the jails of nine counties
so far from arresting the Baptist movement has accelerated it by arousing
sympathy for the prisoners, by kindling interest in their message and by
awakening understanding and appreciation of their insistence on un-
restrained exercise of freedom of beliet in religion and liberty to preach the
Gospel to every creature.”

Conclusion

Reporter lIl: Those examples of persecution should remind us that
America has indeed come a long way in the area of religious freedom. Next
week we will look in retrospect over the American Bicentennial story and
draw a few conclusions relative to the implications of our series of
programs. - '

i ONE NATION { { uNDER GOD
I Amarican Heritoge B

X

Copyright 1976 Raptist Publicatiens Commitive, T12 Main, : : P —
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THE BICENTENNIAL STORY iN RETROSPECT AND IMPLICATIONS

'Almro_duwon

Reporter I: Good momlngl Today s the two hundredth pirthday of our country! (Note: If you
did not beginthe serias 30 it would end on July 4the wording may be change to “This yearis...")
In the final sagment of the special series on the American tennial celebration we are go-
ing to look at the Bicentennial story in retrospect, as well as try to pinpoint several implications
of it. We hope that the series has made all more awsira of the rich heritage of Americans and of
Baptists. Baptists, especially ahouid be pncouragod to pfouet and maintain their religious
freedom.

quomrn-Asthe famomsongstam Amriulsindeodma “Sweet Land of Liberty.” In spite
of her many weaknosses, the United States of America bas bacome the greatest nation
fresdom-wisein the history of the world. Freedom - especially religiousfreedom - did not
sasy. Freedom had to be won. It deveioped over a fong paﬁod of time. Indeed, religious
persgcution has showed its ugly head in America at vaﬂous

Reporter Hi: Hmaicuﬂy, refigious freedom daveloped out of the ﬂe!ofmtlon in Europe during
the sixteenth and seventeenth ¢enturies. There was no mal freadom, howam. except for a
period in Holland. That did not last.

Baptists were tha first religious group to call for complete freedom - aven for Jews and
Moslems, Seventeenth century (General Baptists, Thomas Helwys and John Murton, made
those pleas, but they wers spumod

Reporter IV: In the New World, Rhode island becama the first modern state to grant complete
liberty of conscience. Such an approach, as puct!ud in that colony established by Baptists
like John Clarke, was 80 unique that it was calied a “a lively experiment.” Baptists led also in &
hard struggie in New England to obtain separation of church md stats. Isaac Backus worked
diligently to get rid of state supported churches.

Reporter I: Baptist took a very active part in the Flmlutionary War. Ministers served as
chaplains and patriots. Laymen distinguished theimseives as saldiers and statesmen. John
Hart - Baptist layman from New Jorsey - was one of the signers of theDeclaration of in-
dependence. Dr. Stitlman of Boston worked hard for the ratiﬁcaﬂon of the United States Con-
stitution by the state of Massachusetts.

_ ﬂapomr Il: ThaUnitsd States Constitution was written largely by James Madison, butBaptists
exerted influsnce upon its content and ratification. Although they had serious questions about
the guarantees of religious fresdom in the document, a compromise between Baptist John
Leland and Madison led to the ratification of the Constitution, as well as the adoption ot the Bill
of Rights. Those guaramoes wery falt to be necessary because of persecution which Baptists
had experienced even in America. _

| . -. |

Reporter ll1: Baptists hava a!wmstood for the separation of church and state. They have done
that out of conviction and bmuaﬂhoy have often been the vietims of persecution. Muchofthe



persecution came at the hands of church members - not pagans - who had the politicat
power of the stats behind them.

Reporter IV: Separation of church-and state does not mesan a negative attitude toward the state
or toward religion such as was seen in Nazi Germany of World War H or in modern Russia un-
der Communism. Separation does not mean the support of paganismor atheism by the state, it
is not an abolition of religion.

Reporter I: Separation of church and state does mean that the state is notto promote or hinder
religion - even the religion of Baptists. Baptists should be very.carefu! in their state and
local governments, inciuding city councils and school boards that they do not use political and
governmental power to propagnh their religion. Baptists maset not bmma “astablished”
churches!

Reporter ii: Separation of church and state and freedom of religaon mean that we must permit
non-Baptists - even radical wligious groups - to have the same freedom we have in.
propagating their faith and attempting converts. Many local laws aimed at Jshovah's
Witnesses, and other groups, clearly have violated that principle. If we can iegally suppress
such groups in ourtown, then false mllgiousgroups can 4egal!y suppress uein other towns and
states,

Reporter Hi: As much as we may abhor false religious beliafs, so iong as they do notviolate the
rights of others, we must grant them the same freedom we have. The price of real religious
freedom is complete tolarationof other beliefs. Men even have a right to be unbetievers and not
attend any church, if they so wish.The United States Is not (srael. America is not a theocracy,
although God has indeed biessed her and hashad a_ t hand in her heritage! Remember,
Baptists were the despised and weptchd radicals of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies!

Conclusion

Reporter iV: Lot us be proud 0 be Americans. Let us be proud to be Baptwui iLetusstrive to
protect freedom of religion. Our forefathers, through a long struggle of persecution and work
within the political framework, earned us our heritage, Let us be willing to do the same. Let us
be good Baptists and good citizens!

The story of religicus freedom In our American heritage is largely a Baptist story! Let us keep
the flag waving and strive to keep ourseives as One Nation Under God! :
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