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10 Best Cars: Best Sports Sedan

Acura TSX
January 2005

" . .\ , . ISeIect another 10Best winner
Precision crafted performance” was Acura’s original

marketing mantra, and even though the slogan has long since been replaced, it accurately
describes this little jewel of a sports sedan. Back for its second 10Best term, the TSX is a
symphony of painstakingly perfected details that add up to feline agility enhanced by a
bevy of luxury features that come standard. The only option is a DVD-based nav system
that includes voice recognition.

The TSX is the sedan anchor at the affordable end of the Acura product range and replaces
the four-door portion of the highly successful Integra line. But the commonality between
the TSX and Integra ends right about there. The Integra was based on the Civic. The TSX is
based on the European version of the Honda Accord, a little smaller than the U.S. version, a
little bigger than the old Integra.

The TSX is also distinctly more refined than its predecessor—smoother, quieter, and
creamier in the ride department. But this doesn’t mean it lacks the Integra’s well-developed
sense of fun. The TSX carves up stretches of Sunday back road with the carefree accuracy
of a neurosurgeon dissecting a Thanksgiving turkey.

We’d be even bigger TSX fans if its 2.4-liter four made a little more power. Still, 200
horsepower mated to a typically slick Acura six-speed manual transmission yields 0-to-60-
mph times in the low-seven-second range, which isn’t slow. Add up the other virtues, and
you have a value quotient that's best in class.
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Vehicle type front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger, 4-door sedan
Estimated base price $27,560

Engine type DOHC 16-valve 2.4-liter inline-4

Power (SAE net) 200 bhp @ 6800 rpm

Torque (SAE net) 166 Ib-ft @ 4500 rpm

Transmissions 6-speed manual, 5-speed auto with manumatic shifting
Wheelbase 105.1 in

Length/width/height 183.3/69.4/57.3 in

Curb weight 3250-3350 |b

EPA fuel economy, city driving 21-22 mpg
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Shopping for a new car? Don't get taken for a ride. Our interactive guide makes it
easy to find the ride that fits your budget and your lifestyle. See a FREE preview.
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Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

734-971-3600

HOW TO SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR OR SUBMIT A READER SIGHTING:

E-mail us at editors@caranddriver.com. E-mails intended for publication should include the name of the writer,
and the town and state of his or her residence. We reserve the right to edit e-mails for accuracy, clarity, and
length. (Note: Writers wishing to remain anonymous, or wishing to use imaginary names for dramatic or
satirical purposes, must nonetheless include their true names and addresses for purposes of verification.)
"Reader Sightings" may also be submitted by e-mail. The magazine pays $50 for each Reader Sighting upon its
publication.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE:
For new subscriptions or gift subscriptions, click here.

HOW TO REPORT A SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM:

Contact Car and Driver about any problems you may be experiencing with your subscription, including a
missed or damaged issue, or an error in your name or address. Visit Car and Driver Subscription Services to
change your address, as well as fulfill renewal and cancellation requests. You can also e-mail our subscription
services team at caranddriver@neodata.com or call us at (800) 274-4027.

HOW TO ADVERTISE:
To advertise on our Web site, contact Nick Ricci, Vice President of Interactive Sales, at 212-767-6302. For

information on advertising in our printed magazine, contact Jonathan Marshall at 212-767-6097.
Click here to see Car and Driver magazine's online media kit. Click here to review the HFM Online General

Conditions of Advertising.

HOW TO OBTAIN BACK ISSUES:

If you would like to order a back issue dated within the past three years (you will need to know the month and
year of the specific issue you would like to order), please send a check or money order for $8.95 ($10.95 from
Canada; $15.95 from other countries) per copy to: Car and Driver Back Issues, P.O. Box 50191, Boulder, CO
80322-0191, or call 800-333-8546.

HOW TO OBTAIN PRINT COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS:
For print copyrights & permissions, contact Debra Dacchille. For online copyrights, contact Robert Ames.

HOW TO OBTAIN REPRINTS:
To reprint articles of 500 pieces or more for promotional use, or for electronic reprints, contact Chitra Sharma
at 212-767-5724.

CONTACT CARANDDRIVER .COM:
Please send questions and comments regarding our Web site to: caranddriver@hfnm.com.

About CarandDriver.com:
CarandDriver.com is published by Hachette Filipacchi Media, U.S., Inc., largest publisher of special interest
publications. Write to us at HFM, 1633 Broadway, 41st Floor, New York, NY 10019.
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Shopping for a new car? Don't get taken for a ride. Our interactive guide makes it
easy to find the ride that fits your budget and your lifestyle. See a FREE preview.
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