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10Best Cars: Acura TSX
It's rare to find value and fun-to-drive dished up in such generous portions.
January 2004

Nominally a replacement for the old Integra sedan, the TSX is spiritually a much different 
creature with more refinement, more room, more car. An adaptation of the European 
Honda Accord, the TSX is smaller than the U.S. Accord sedan and more entertaining to 
drive. The $26,990 base price puts this car in the same general category as edge-of-luxury 
sedans with prestige nameplates, such as the Audi A4, BMW 325i, and Lexus IS300. That's 
pretty fast company, and we wouldn't mind if the TSX had just a little more punch. Its 2.4-
liter DOHC 16-valve four is rated for 200 horsepower and 166 pound-feet of torque. Mated 
with the standard six-speed manual, that's enough to produce 0-to-60 sprints in the low-
seven-second range, but that's only midpack in this class. On the other hand, the TSX is 
light on its feet and as responsive as a polo pony, its assembly quality is first-rate, and its 
list of standard features is pretty much unbeatable. The only options are a DVD-based nav 
system with voice recognition ($2000) and a five-speed automatic with a manumatic 
function, the latter offered at no extra cost. It's rare to find value and fun-to-drive dished 
up in such generous portions.
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Specifications:

Vehicle type front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger, 
4-door sedan

Base price $26,990

Engine DOHC 16-valve 2.4-liter inline-4

Power (SAE net) 200 bhp @ 6800 rpm

Torque (SAE net) 166 lb-ft @ 4500 rpm

Transmissions 6-speed manual, 5-speed auto with manumatic 
shifting

Wheelbase 105.1 in

Length/width/height 183.3/69.4/57.3 in

Curb Weight 3250–3350 lb

EPA fuel economy, city 
driving 21–22 mpg

Return to Introduction|Acura TSX|Audi S4 Quattro|BMW 3-series/M3
Chevrolet Corvette|Ford Focus|Honda Accord|Honda S2000|Infiniti G35

Mazda RX-8|Toyota Prius
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Shopping for a new car? Don't get taken for a ride. Our interactive guide makes it 
easy to find the ride that fits your budget and your lifestyle. See a FREE preview.
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