POWER RANGERS ASTRAL THUNDER
***BOOK II: ASTRAL ZORDS ARISE***
Frank, Jess, Ethan and Trent were all hanging out at Cyberspace. Ethan and Frank, as usual, were playing video games. Jess was studying for an Aikido exam and Trent was working.

“Guys! Can you keep it down?” Jess asked. Ethan and Frank didn’t hear her.

“GUYS!” she said, raising her voice. Still no answer. So Jess walked over to the counter and pulled out the plugs to the two computers and the guys lost everything.

“Uh!” Frank said, shocked. “Jess, what did you do that for?”

“I did it because I am trying to study and you two are really getting on my nerves!” Jess scolded.

Frank and Ethan knew they were in trouble. Ethan decided to move to another computer whilst Frank just stayed there. Suddenly, Trent’s bracelet beeped and he called Frank over.

“Frank, Dr. O, Hayley and Brett need you at the Dino Base immediately.” he said. “They’ve found something…odd.”

“Ok,” Frank replied. Turning to Jess and Ethan he said “Listen, I gotta go meet Brett out at Tommy’s place. He says that he’s found something ok?” Jess didn’t answer.

“Ok,” Frank called. “See ya’s!” Frank got into his car and drove out to Tommy’s place. When he got there, Tommy, Brett and Hayley were there.

“What’s going on?” Frank asked.

“We’ve found something with the Red Astral Crest on it,” Hayley explained. “That’s why we called.” Frank looked down. There he saw what appeared to be a stone with the Red Astral Crest inside it.

“Ok, I’ll morph and check it out.” Frank said.

“I will too,” Brett added. “You don’t know what’s down there.”

“Brett’s right Frank.” Tommy said. “Be careful.”

“Ok! Ready Brett?” Frank asked.

“Yeah!” Brett answered.

“Let’s do it!” Frank called. Frank and Brett lifted their left hands over their chest and the Morpher appeared around their wrist. The Morpher was octagonal in shape with the Astral Stone imbedded in the center of it. Ripping this off their wrists, they held it in their right hand up to the sky. The Morpher glowed their respective colour. Bringing it round in a semi-circle on their right hand side, they held their arms out to the side, brought the Morpher in front of them, holding it forward. The left hand rested on the top of the Morpher, fingers extended. They then called out for their powers.
“ASTRAL RANGER 1! ENERGISE!” Frank called.

“ASTRAL RANGER 3! ENERGISE!” yelled Brett. In a flash of red and blue light, the two had transformed. Frank and Brett then jumped down into the ruins of the Dino Base.

“Look at this!” Frank said to Brett. “It has a place for my gem!” With this, Frank removed his gem from his belt and inserted it into the groove. As soon as he did this, the whole place started to shake. Frank also started glowing red – his suit was disappearing. Without the Red Astral Stone, he could not maintain his morph. Brett and Frank covered themselves and soon, the rumbling stopped. They got up, dusted themselves off, and looked towards the wall that Frank inserted his gem into. Instead of the wall, there was now a passageway.

“Whoa!” Frank exclaimed. “I wonder where it leads?”

“Let’s find out!” Brett said.

“Yeah!” Frank and Brett started down the passage way, all the time getting deeper underground. Soon enough, they came to a large, metal door. In this door was a similar groove to the original rock door, but this time, the Blue Astral Crest was on it.

“This one must be mine!” Brett stated. He then removed his gem from his belt and inserted it into the door. As soon as he let go of it, he glowed blue, and powered down. The door then began sliding open. Frank and Brett couldn’t believe their eyes. They were in a large chamber designed like a hanger. And in front of them, were five huge, jet-like vehicles. Each of them had a different symbol on them and each was a different colour – one red, one pink, one blue, one yellow and one green. Each on them had their respective ranger’s crests printed on their tails and a large number printed on each of their wings representing their respective ranger’s number. Frank was shocked.

“Brett!” Frank said very slowly. “I think we’ve found the Astral Zords!” As he said this, their stones returned to them.

“Our Astral Stones!” Brett cried. It was then that an alarm sounded in the hanger. They raced over to a nearby computer console and saw Jess, Amanda, Jay and the Dino Thunder rangers battling a monster and an army of Mini-thones…and losing.
“We’ve gotta help them!” Frank said.

“Yeah!” Brett agreed.

“Let’s do it!” Both of them held their Morpher’s out in front of them.

“ASTRAL THUNDER RED! ENERGISE!”

“ASTRAL THUNDER BLUE! ENERGIZE!”

They transformed.

“Brett,” said Frank. “We can’t make it to the others on foot, but we could take the Zords!”
“Yeah! Great idea!” Brett responded. The two of them ran to their Zords and powered them up. The jets shot out of the hanger and headed towards the other rangers.

Meanwhile, Jess had just been knocked to the ground.

“That’s it! Astral Stars!” she called. Instantly, her hands glowed pink and in them appeared some throwing stars, engraved with pink, ornate patterns and a golden bladed edge. She threw them at the monster and sparks flew from its chest.

“Astral Axe!” Amanda called. In her hand appeared a mighty axe, with yellow ornate patterns engraved on the blade.

“Astral Whip!” Jay yelled. In his hands appeared a wooden stick with green ornate patterns on it. A metal chain extended from the end of the stick and he swung it round and knocked over some Mini-thones. Amanda charged up her axe so that the blade glowed yellow. She swung it down towards the monster who nimbly stepped aside. It wasn’t going to get his a second time. It then fired a powerful beam, knocking down all the rangers. The monster pulled out a sword from his back and charged it up, ready to strike the rangers. At that moment, two red and two blue beams shot down from the sky and knocked the monster to the ground. Frank and Brett jumped down out of their jets and landed in front of the rangers. They ran over to help them.
“Guys? Are you ok?” Frank asked.

“Yeah,” Jess replied.

On Belthone’s ship, Belthone was annoyed.

“Activate the Empowerment Crystals!” he yelled. Battilox pushed a purple button on the control console. As he did, two gems shot out of the ship and into the monster. The monster then began to grow until he was about 30 stories high.

“Whoa!” Frank yelled. “It looks like it’s time for our new weapons!” With that, he pulled out his Spirit Blade and inserted his gem into it. The other rangers did the same. The five swords then began to glow.

“ASTRAL ZORDS! ARISE!” they called. Five energy balls shot out from the tips of the blades and flew off in the direction of the Astral Hanger. The orbs entered the Astral Zords, causing them to roar into life. The jets then took off in the direction of the rangers. The rangers saw them coming and then jumped into them.
“Cool!” Jay yelled, obviously exhilarated by the experience.

“Try and bring them together!” Tommy called out from the ground.

“Ok!” Frank said. “Let’s do it guys!” With that, Frank, Jess, Brett, Amanda and Jay inserted their respective weapons, each with their gems attached, into their respective Zords consoles.
“ASTRAL MEGAZORD ENGAGE!” they cried.

The Red Astral Zord (Astral Zord I) flew ahead and formed the head for the Megazord. The Pink and Yellow Astral Zords (Astral Zords II and IV respectively) transformed into the arms for the Megazord, and the wings and tail separated from the Zords. The Blue and Green Astral Zords (Astral Zords III and V respectively) formed the legs and torso. Their wings and tail also separated. All five Zords locked together and landed. The wings and tails of the Zords locked together to form the Mega Astral Blade, the primary weapon of the Astral Megazord.
With the Megazord complete, the rangers sat in their positions at their consoles in the Megazord’s chest, whilst Frank sat in the head to pilot the Megazord. The other rangers controlled shields, weapons, and additional features for the Megazord.

“Ok guys!” Frank said. “Let’s take this guy down!”

“Yeah!” the others agreed. The Megazord got ready for battle. The monster charged and the Megazord was hit in the chest. The four rangers got knocked about but were fine. The Megazord swung its sword at the monster and made sparks fly off its armour. The exchanging of blows went on for quite some time until the Megazord kicked the monster and he fell to the ground.

“All right guys!” Frank called. “Let’s finish this!”

“Right!” they replied.

“ASTRAL THUNDER MEGA BLADE! FULL POWER!” the five of them cried. The Megazord lifted its arm and pointed the sword to the sky. Almost immediately, a lightning bolt struck it, electrifying it and making it glow bright yellow. The Megazord swung down its sword and slashed the monster horizontally, then vertically. With two yellow lines running through it, the monster moaned then went tumbling down to the ground and exploded. All the rangers cheered.
Frank walked into Cyberspace, obviously exhausted. Jess was showing off her new Level 2 Black Belt. Frank walked over into a corner of the room and slumped into a chair. Hayley and Jess both saw this and walked over to him. Hayley placed a strawberry smoothie in front of him, as it was his favourite, but he didn’t touch it. Jess was worried, so she tried to get his attention. Frank looked at her.

“Sorry about earlier.” he said.

“Don’t worry about it,” Jess replied. She pushed his smoothie towards him. “Go on. Drink up. You look like you could use it.”

“Yeah thanks,” he answered, distracted.

“What’s up?” Hayley asked.

“The Astral Hanger. When Brett and I went in there, it only had our crests in the doors. Why?”

“Maybe whoever – or whatever – created the stones, knew that only the red and blue rangers would find it.” Hayley said.

“Maybe…but I also feel weird…I don’t know.” Frank drunk the smoothie in one hit.

“Take it easy!” Jess told him. He blushed.

“Sorry, but I just got an idea.” Frank got up and ran out of the Cyber Café. Jess ran after him. Hayley just sat down, shocked, smiled and shook her head.

***BOOK III: SONG OF THE SPIRIT***

Jay finds out that he isn’t liked by some of the other rangers – one of which is Frank. When Frank yells at him for doing something wrong, Jay runs off and the others try to find him. However, Belthone attacks the city and the other rangers use their Zords to battle Belthone’s monster, but without Astral Zord 5, the rangers have no chance against it. Will Jay return to help the rangers? Or will he stay away and watch them be destroyed?
Find out in SONG OF THE SPIRIT, book 3 in the Astral Thunder Series. Coming APRIL 2004.
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