POWER RANGERS ASTRAL THUNDER
***BOOK I: THE RISE OF ASTRAL THUNDER***
After the destruction of Telthan, Conner McKnight, Kira Ford, Ethan James, Tommy Oliver, Trent Mercer and Hayley (Owner of Reefside Cyberspace – a Cyber Café) were celebrating. Suddenly an explosion was heard overhead.
“What’s that?” Kira asked.

“I’m not sure” Tommy replied. Another explosion was heard.

“Whatever it is, it’s getting closer” Hayley said. Trent went upstairs to find out what was going on. He came back running.

“Belthone’s attacking the base!” he told everyone. At that, Hayley grabbed the back up CD for the base’s computers and she, along with the rangers, headed out an emergency tunnel to escape. Along the way, they kept hearing explosions.

When they emerged from the tunnel, Tommy looked back at his house.

“Phew,” Conner gasped between breaths. “That was close!” Tommy on the other hand, was very upset.

“My home! My work! All gone!” he sobbed. Hayley tried to comfort him.

“I’ve got all your work on this CD Tommy, so don’t worry about that. With regards to the house, you can stay with me for a little while until we get you sorted out again. Besides, with this new evil emerging, a new set of rangers will appear!”

“You’re right! C’mon. We have to find them! Let’s check the Cyberspace” answered Tommy.

Suddenly, a small ship flew overhead and turned around to come back at the rangers.

“Guys,” Conner said. “We better get out of here before we’re the next target!”

“Conner’s right.” Ethan added. “Let’s go!” After looking back once more at the fiery wreckage that had once been his home, Tommy and the others headed towards the city and the Cyber Café.
***

Meanwhile, Frank Sanders and his brother Brett were playing “Power Rangers Ninja Storm” on some computer consoles. Behind them, cheering them on was Frank’s girlfriend Jess Robertson, her best friend Amanda Dwyer and Brett’s best friend Jay Michaels.

“C’mon Frank! Use Shane’s special attack!” Jess called.

“Yeah! Go!” Amanda cheered.

“Go Brett! Go Brett! GO BRETT!!!!!!” Jay yelled, trying to overpower the girls. Eventually, Frank won the battle and started celebrating with Jess and Amanda with some fruit smoothies.

“It’s ok Brett,” Jay reassured him. ‘It’s just a game.”

“Yeah, I know.” Brett replied, disappointed that he lost to his big brother.

“So, Frank. Brett. Where is this cousin of yours?” Amanda asked. Frank and Brett had organised to meet their cousin at the Café and thought that they would bring along the others to meet him. It was then that Tommy, Hayley, Conner, Ethan, Trent and Kira came running through the Café doors.

“Well,” Kira gasped. “We made it!”

“Yeah!” Tommy said.

“Ahhhh, there you are.” Frank said. “Jess. Amanda. Jay. This is our cousin, Tommy Oliver.”

“Pleased to meet you.” Jess said.

“Likewise.” Tommy responded. Tommy then turned to his cousins. “Guy’s?” he asked. “Have you guys seen anything unusual happening around here?”

“No.” Jay replied.

Whilst this was happening, Belthone had just located the Astral Stones.

“Well, well, well!” he muttered to himself. “I have found them at last.” Standing on the bridge of his vessel, Belthone turned to two shadowy figures standing in the corner of the room.
“Battilox! Goldent! Come here!” Belthone ordered. The two figures came into the light. One looked like a bull walking on two legs. He was heavily armed with swords, daggers, knives and many other sharp blades. But his one noticeable weapon was his Battle Sword, a double edged sword, capable of slicing through 6-foot thick steel. His name was Battilox.

The other was a lot smaller than the first. Armed with only a single sword, but possessing powerful wings, this creature was a force to be reckoned with. He also had a powerful stinger on his tail obtained from his mother’s side of the family. His name was Goldent.

“Yes, my Lord?” Battilox replied.

“I want you two to go down to the Astral Temple and retrieve the 5 sacred Astral Stones and bring them back here to me! Understood?”

They both replied “Yes Sir!”

“But my Lord!” Goldent added. “What about the Dino Thunder Rangers?”

“I will take care of them myself!” Belthone told him. “Go now. Find the stones and bring them to me!”

So Goldent and Battilox went in search of the Astral Stones.

***

Tommy had just finished filling Frank and the others in on what happened at his house, leaving out the part about being a ranger and the Dino Base.

“Wow!” Brett exclaimed.

“So what are you going to do now?” asked Amanda.

“I don’t know,” Tommy replied, a tear rolling down his cheek.

“We also think we were being followed by this creature,” Trent added.

“Why?” asked Brett, full of curiosity.

“So Tommy can die, along with the rest of you!” a fearsome voice bellowed from behind them. They all spun around. Standing at the door was a creature, which, at first, Tommy thought was Mesogog. However, this being was thin but shorter then the average human. His face and head were covered by a dark helmet with a slot where two evil red eyes stared out, burning right into the ranger’s hearts. The rest of him was covered by a black cloak which covered his body entirely.
“Belthone!” Tommy said, anger and fear in his voice. “What do you want here?”

“I am here to get my revenge on you for destroying my mother,” Belthone boomed.

“Well, you’re just going to have to get in line behind the others,” Kira retorted.

“Ready guys?” Conner asked Trent, Kira, Ethan and Tommy.

“Yeah!” they replied.

“Let’s do it!” With that, Conner, Kira, Ethan, Tommy and Trent morphed.

“DINO THUNDER POWER UP!” they called. The five of them back flipped and landed hard, but a coloured suit now covered their bodies. As they stood up, a coloured helmet and black visor locked into place over their eyes (Trent had a red visor instead of black). The 5 of them had become Power Rangers.

The others, except Hayley, couldn’t believe it!

“Tommy?” Frank asked. “You’re the Dino Thunder Black Ranger now?!?!?! How?”

“I can’t explain. Just watch yourselves.” Tommy told them.

Belthone then called down his endless army of drones – his Mini-thones. They not only attacked the rangers, but Frank and the others as well. The five of them protected Hayley from the mini-thones. Frank showed off some Tai Kwon Do skills he had learned and took down five Mini-thones. Jess, who was a black belt in Aikido, used her moves on some more coming at her. Brett used his flexibility to dodge some of the attacks and he pummelled the Mini-thones with his strength. Amanda, who taught dancing, used some moves to confuse the Mini-thones and she knocked to the ground. Jay used his gymnastic skills to hit and knock back the oncoming onslaught. Soon, with the combination of the Rangers and Frank, Jess, Brett, Amanda and Jay, they defeated the Mini-thones.
“My Mini-thones!” Belthone shouted. As he said this, Battilox and Goldent pushed themselves through the door. Belthone was not pleased.

“WHAT ARE YOU TWO DOING HERE!?!?!” he roared.

“My L-Lord” Goldent stammered. “We were f-following some h-humans who st-stole the Astral Stones f-from us.”

“They were very ssssstrong, My Lord,” hissed Battilox.

“FOOLS!!!” Belthone roared again. “I AM SURROUNDED BY COMPLETE FOOLS!!!”

As Belthone turned, he looked back and focused his attention on the Black Ranger.

“Know this. I shall return to destroy all of you.”

With that, Belthone, Battilox, Goldent and the remaining Mini-thones disappeared in a flash of lightning.

“That was close,” Conner said.

Their armour then disappeared and they returned to their regular selves. Tommy then explained about his past and about them being Power Rangers.

“Then a few weeks ago, just after Mesogog was destroyed, I located the legendary Astral Stones. I was trying to get there when I first met Telthan. She attacked me whilst trying to get the stones. I morphed and attacked back and was able to destroy her. Now her son, Belthone, has come to avenge his mother.”
“But what happened to the Astral Stones?” Frank asked.

“I can help you there,” a voice boomed from the back of the café. Standing there were two beings covered in black cloaks and hoods. One was quite tall with a masculine build, whilst the other was shorter but had a powerful energy emanating from him.
“Who are you?” asked Hayley. The taller one revealed himself.

“I am Trey, of Triforia,” Trey replied. Tommy ran over to him.

“Trey!” he said, grabbing Trey’s hand in a firm handshake. “How are you?”

“Good, Tommy. Very good.” he answered. It was then that the shorter one revealed himself. He was a shrivelled old man with long, grey hair and sunken eyes. His voice was crisp, but gentle, which allowed him to portray the goodness in him.
“My name…is Zordon of Eltare” said Zordon. At this, Frank, Brett, Hayley and the Dino Thunder Rangers nearly fainted.

“Zordon?” Tommy asked. “Is it really you?”

“Yes Tommy,” he said in a soft voice. “It’s me.” Frank then addressed the wizard.

“Zordon,” he said. “I thought you were destroyed by Andros years ago?”

“My gateway to this dimension was, but I was able to regain my bodily just recently with help from Trey.” Zordon answered. Zordon then explained all the details on how he regained his bodily form and how he ended up on Earth. Frank finally ended up asking him the important question.

“So Zordon. Why are you here back on Earth?”

“I am here to be the guide of the Astral Rangers,” Zordon replied. “And the Astral Rangers…are you.”

Frank, Jess, Brett and Amanda were shocked. Jay, on the other hand, went totally nuts.

“US!!!! POWER RANGERS!!!!! YOU GOTTA BE KIDDING!!!!!!”

“I assure you, Jay,” Zordon said. “I am not kidding.”

“Ok,” Jess said. “So we’re the Astral Power Rangers. So, what do we do?”

With that, Zordon gave them the Astral Stones. The five teens looked down at the rocks in their hands. Each was about the size of a Dino Gem, but all were grey, apart from the fact that each of them had an insignia on it representing Fire, Air, Water, Lightning and Earth.

“What are these?” Jess asked Zordon.

Zordon answered “These are the legendary Astral Stones – stones with the power to either protect and save the universe, or destroy it.”

“Cool!” Frank said. “But, just one question. If these hold our powers, what do we say or do to call upon them?”

“Just call out ‘Astral Thunder Energise!’ and you will be transformed. Frank, you shall be red ranger commanding the rangers as Astral Ranger 1 and harnessing the power of fire.”
“SWEET!” Frank called.
“Jess, you will be Astral Ranger 2 harnessing the power of air and of the stars – the Pink Ranger.”

“All right!” Jess exclaimed.

“Brett, with your knowledge of the ocean, the power of water is yours to command as Astral Ranger 3 – the Blue Ranger.”

“Yeah!” Brett sang. Jay covered his ears.

“Amanda, you are the Yellow Ranger with your shocking personality. You have the power of lightning and you are Astral Ranger 4”

“Awesome,” Amanda yelled.

Jay eventually uncovered his ears. When he did, Zordon spoke to him.

“Jay, you hold the powers of…”

“Earth, I know already!” Jay interrupted.

Zordon continued. “As Astral Ranger 5, you are the Green Ranger.”

“Ok.” Jay said slowly. “Weird.”

Whilst the kids were examining their new powers, Belthone came up with a plan.

“Battilox! Send down some Mini-thones to destroy the new rangers” Belthone ordered.
“Yessss, my Lord,” Battilox hissed. He hit a blue button on a nearby console.

Frank was about to try out his powers when the Mini-thones appear.

“Ugh! Mini-thones! Again!” Frank said. “Alright guys! Let’s see what these powers can do! Ready!?”

“Ready!” the others replied.

“Ok!” So Frank, Jess, Brett, Amanda and Jay called fourth their new powers.

“ASTRAL THUNDER RED! ENERGIZE!” Frank called.

“ASTRAL THUNDER PINK! ENERGIZE!” Jess yelled.

“ASTRAL THUNDER BLUE! ENERGIZE!” Brett shouted.

“ASTRAL THUNDER YELLOW! ENERGIZE!” said Amanda loudly.

“ASTRAL THUNDER GREEN! ENERGIZE!” Jay hollered.

With that the five kids turned into the Power Rangers – Astral Thunder.

“Awesome,” Jay yelled. “Feel this power!”

“Let’s take these guys down!” Amanda answered.

Tommy stepped up beside Frank and said “We’ll help too!”

“Don’t forget me!” Trey called, racing to the ranger front. “GOLD RANGER POWER!” Trey transformed into the Gold Zeo Ranger.

“Let’s get ‘em!” Brett yelled.

“Yeah!” Frank replied. So all 11 rangers attack the Mini-thones. Once again, the rangers use a bunch of moves to confuse and defeat the Mini-thones. The Mini-thones disappear.

Dusting his hands off, Frank said “Good riddance to bad rubbish!” All the rangers then power down from their ranger forms.

Zordon was shocked, but happy.

“I am very impressed rangers,” the old man said softly. “You are now a team – Dino Thunder and Astral Thunder. Work together and receive the rewards. But I’m afraid I cannot stay. Trey and I must return to Eltare briefly for a urgent meeting regarding the evil of the universe. But we shall return. I cannot tell you more.” Zordon paused for a moment before continuing. “Now rangers. You must prepare yourselves for your next battle. Belthone will not give up on getting those Astral Stones. He will not stop until the stone are in his possession. Be warned rangers, for the time of darkness is at hand. Now, Trey and I must leave you, but we shall return. May The Power Protect You!”

With that, Zordon and Trey disappeared in a white light.

“Well,” said Frank, yawning. “I guess we’ll just have to wait until Belthone attacks again.”

“You won’t have to wait for long.” Tommy replied. “Belthone will attack eventually. It’s only a matter of time…”

***BOOK II: ASTRAL ZORDS ARISE***

Frank and Brett have found the hidden chamber of the Dino Base. Within the base are the lost Astral Zords – 5 jet-like Zords with the ability to combine into the Astral Megazord. But will the rangers be able to form it before Belthone destroys the city?
Find out in ASTRAL ZORDS ARISE, book 2 in the Astral Thunder Series. Coming APRIL 2004.
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