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The north-eastern states are to India what the Balkans are to Europe. There are multi-dimensional conflicts in the region: there are tribes pitted against one another, there are tribes in confrontation with the State and there are tribal groups in conflict with the plains people. Some states are also on antagonistic terms with each other.

The north-eastern region of India comprising the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura have been witnessing unrest for the last nearly fifty years. The separatist/secessionist movements in the states of Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura and Assam have been particularly causing concern to the Government of India. These movements have generally arisen out of the ethnic aspirations of tribal groups, though at places there is a veneer of ideology and  even sectarian feelings.

The secessionist/separatist movements could be attributed to 

· Union Government’s alleged neglect of the area

· feeling of alienation among the tribals

· changes in the demographic pattern caused by the influx of people from across the borders

· assistance to rebel groups by countries inimical to India, and

· availability of sanctuaries in the bordering  countries

Nagaland has been the epicenter of insurgency in north-eastern India.  Angami Zapu Phizo, the Naga leader, propagated that Nagaland had never been a part of India, that it had been conquered by the British, and that therefore when the British suzerainty lapsed the Nagas ipso facto became independent again.  The propaganda based on a distorted interpretation of history influenced the tribals, who rose in rebellion.  The Government of India, while taking effective measures to put down the insurgency, decided to meet the genuine aspirations of Nagas and, therefore, carved out a separate State of Nagaland on December 1, 1963.  Earlier, the Constitution 13th Amendment Act, passed in 1962, had laid down that 

No Act of Parliament in respect of 

· religious or social practices of the Nagas,

· Naga customary law and procedure,

· administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to Naga customary law,

· ownership and transfer of land and its resources 

shall apply to the State of Nagaland unless the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland by a resolution so decides.

The Nagas thus got, in the words of JH Hutton, a renowned expert, “best of two worlds – complete self-determination for themselves, as much or as little administrative isolation from the rest of India as they wish, and the backing of India of which their country is essentially a geographical entity”.  Pakistan, however, through its then eastern wing, fanned the embers of revolt by aiding and abetting the extremist Nagas.  China also meddled in the north-eastern affairs and a gang led by Thinuselie and Muivah went to the Yunnan province of China towards the end of 1966.  

The National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), formed in 1980, is presently carrying on the movement for an independent, sovereign Nagaland.  Though split into two factions, the NSCN (IM) is the most formidable insurgent outfit in India’s north-eastern states.  It is active not only in Nagaland but also in the Naga-inhabited areas of Arunachal, Manipur and even Myanmar.  On August 01, 1997, a cease-fire agreement was negotiated between the Government of India and the NSCN.  More than fifty rounds of peace talks have since been held between the representatives of the Government of India and the rebel Naga leaders.  There is, however, unfortunately no agreement on the substantive issues because the rebels have been insisting on their sovereignty and also demanding the creation of a ‘Greater Nagaland’ including the Naga-inhabited areas of the surrounding states.

Manipur has essentially a three-tier problem: the Meiteis are active in the Valley districts, the Nagas in the Hill districts, and there are inter-tribal clashes between Nagas and Kukis over the control of illicit drug traffic with Myanmar.  The overall security scenario in the State is quite grim.  There are a plethora of terrorist outfits, the important ones being the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), People’s Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK), United National Liberation Front (UNLF), Kangleipak Communist Party (KCP), Kanglei Yaol Kanba Lup (KYKL),  Manipur People’s Liberation Front (MPLF) and Revolutionary People’s Front (RPF) The total strength of the various insurgent groups is estimated to be around 10,000.  

Apunba Lup, un umbrella organization of the Meiteis has been demanding withdrawal of the Armed Forces (Special) Powers Act, 1958.  Jeevan Reddy Committee, which was appointed to report on the desirability of continuing the enactment, recommended its withdrawal. Government of India  have promised to humanise the law.  

In Tripura, the All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF) and the National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) have been in conflict with the government. The tribals are aggrieved because the demographic influx from Bangladesh has reduced them from a majority to a minority; besides the immigrants have occupied large chunks of land. Culturally also, they have a feeling of being swamped.   

The United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) was formed in the State on April 07, 1979, with the aim of liberating Assam “from the Indian colonial regime” through “armed struggle” and to bring about a “radical transformation of the Assamese society through scientific socialism”.  The outfit suffered a major setback in 2003 when Bhutan flushed them out of its territory.  However, the group has established sanctuaries in Myanmar and Bangladesh, and has been able to reorganize itself.  Government has more than once offered to hold unconditional talks with the ULFA leaders, but their intransigence in insisting on recognition of their sovereignty has proved to be a stumbling block.  The emergence of Islamist groups of in Assam has added to the complexity of the situation.  

Government’s strategy in tackling the north-eastern insurgencies has the following main components:

· meeting the political aspirations of the ethnic groups by giving them autonomy,

· economic development of the area,

· improving governance,

· engaging the outfits in peace dialogues, and

· coordinating operations with the neighbouring countries.

The policy has not produced the desired results mainly due to an impression among the tribals that political concessions are given to them because of the weakness of the Government of India, which could be pressurized to concede even more. Besides, there is widespread corruption among the ruling elite, who siphon off the bulk of the funds allotted by the Union Government for development. Tragically, in the absence of accountability, some funds even get diverted to the coffers of the rebels. The active involvement of foreign intelligence agencies and their providing sanctuaries and even weapons to the insurgents keeps the embers of discontent burning. 
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