Danny Toeman 

Recording Log: If I were a Rich Man (Harnick/Bock)
In the style of: Motown

The Backing Track: The Backing track was created in Logic Express. It was crucial that the instrumentation and timbre was befitting of a Motown song for me.
So, I set the tempo to 120, and recorded the guide track melody on the keyboard. That lay the bare bones of the piece, and from that I added the bass drum and snare pattern. Once that basic rhythm had been laid down, the hi-hat and cymbals were added. 

A standard and cyclic bass pattern was added, and the bass guitar was given a ‘fuzz’ effect to it. A jazz organ to play the chords in semi-breve’s and syncopated notes, and finally, to give the piece a Phil Spector “Wall of Sound” treatment, a brass section track and a string section track were added, with both panning at incidental moments in the song.
The Lead Vocals: In the recording booth, the microphone was set up. The microphone was a condenser, with a cardiod pattern set to take in the sound around it, and a pop-filter was attached to the front to block any hard consonants. The condenser was used due to its very wide frequency spectrum. The limiter was used to catch the peaks, and a lower threshold was used to compress the vocal. It was important standing the right distance to the mike to get a good sense of expression in the vocals without sounded unnaturally louder than the backing instruments. Slight reverb was put into my headphones to give the sense that it was being mixed straight in; therefore added effects would be a natural way to hear myself. After around 6 takes, the vocals were captured in one go round, in what I thought was a practice run.
The Mastering: After the vocal track was recorded, we transferred it from the hard drive of the Desk Rack onto the computer, and converted the vocals track to an audio file. The vocal track was mixed with the backing track, and was given the effect of a special delay to make the vocals sound more ambient and harmonized. 
