1) Elections have several functions, such as choosing a government, who will act as (for instance in the United Kingdom) the majority party of the legislature, if legitimately voted for in an election. The election can act as a way of proving legitimacy of the political party if they are free and fair. Elections can also increase public interest in politics, as it one of the crucial times every 5 or so years that the general public must vote. Elections can make people more aware of the politics that go on around them. In recent years, election turnouts have been very poor, unfortunately.

2) The Plurality electoral system is a voting system for single-member constituencies. The winning candidate for this type of voting system is required to receive the largest number of votes in their favour. The FPTP system is quite popular. The UK uses the system for the elections of their members of parliament. It can be considered quite successful due to the fact that it is simple to use, and that a party/candidate can only win by gaining a majority of votes, therefore being the most popular choice of the people. Therefore, the winning party would gain the majority of the seats and the government would be quite stable. This system is also a good way of not letting extremist parties getting a foot in the door of the government, due to how the system only generally tends to benefit two parties. There are criticisms of the system, though. The FPTP system frequently produces disproportionate results. The usual cause for these disproportionate results is that a party has a large number of votes across the entire territory, but they are spread out across the territory rather than being concentrated in particular constituencies. FPTP also encourages regional parties which can be very popular in one geographical region but have little or no support in other parts of the electorate. Tactical voting is also a common disadvantage of FPTP elections. It causes people not to vote for the candidate they actually wish to be power, as otherwise their vote will simply be ‘wasted’.
3) While FPTP may be the most common political system people in the UK are familiar with, there are other electoral systems which are utilized in the UK. The proportional representation systems include the List system, in which voters vote for parties instead of for individual candidates. For each quota of votes a party receives, one of their candidates wins a seat on the legislature. An example of when this system has been used was when Great Britain used a closed list system in 1999 for the elections to the European Parliament. Another form of representational voting is the Single Transferable Vote. Single transferable vote is a proportional representation in which the voters rank individual candidates in order of preference. Unlike party-list systems, STV does not depend on the candidates being grouped into political parties. In this system, a candidate must achieve something known as the Droop quota in order to be elected. If no candidate successfully reaches the quota on the first count of the votes, the lowest placed candidate is eliminated and their second preference is transferred. STV is used in local and European Parliament elections in Northern Ireland. It is also used for general elections in the Republic of Ireland. 
The Mixed Systems of electoral voting includes the Additional Member System. The AMS is where some representatives are elected from geographic constituencies and others are elected under proportional representation from party lists. The constituency representatives are generally elected under the first-past-the-post voting system. The party list representatives are elected by a second vote, where the electors vote for a political party, not directly for an individual. Scottish Parliament are advocates of this system. 73 MSPs out of a total of 129 are voted in using FPTP, and the remaining 56 MSPs are ‘top up’ members drawn from lists of candidates put forward by the parties. This is similar to the Welsh Assembly, where 40 candidates are voted in FPTP, and the remaining 20 are elected from a closed list. 
