1) A Referendum is a vote by the whole of an electorate on a specific question or questions put to it by the government. It is a form of direct democracy.

2) Direct Democracy is a theory and practice of voting in which all citizens are participating directly in the political decision making process. Examples of nations who have used referendums are France (who use them to decide constitutional reforms), Switzerland, and Italy. Representative Democracy is a form of democracy in which voters vote for representatives to act in their interests. Modern liberal democracies are important examples of representative democracies. In England, we vote for the member of our constituency, who takes the power we vest them, and they have enough authority to exercise initiative on our behalf during important circumstances in Parliament.
3) The Electoral Commission is a permanent body which supervises the conduct of referendums. The tasks given to the Commission can comprise of: commenting on the intelligibility of the question, registering campaign organisations on both sides of the regional referendum question, and monitoring referendum expenditure limits and donations.

4) Citizens’ juries are panels made up of small representative groups who give responses to in-depth briefing on a contentious issue are tested to see how far opinions and perceptions will change. They could possibly enhance the democratic process as the governments would need to win consent of the people when a new legislature is being considered. Citizens’ juries will enable governments to get a good idea of what the people want.

5) With referendums, there is less chance of people being victorious without a high percentage of the votes. Referendums also involve the people in a more efficient and better form of democracy. A referendum is also a good way of getting an idea of the spreads of popularity across the country in places that are normally unrepresented. Due to elections only being every few years, people are generally disinterested in politics. With the introduction of frequent referendums, people would begin to take interest in the political system. 
However, disadvantages of referendums are that they are dependant on the voter turnout. If the turnout threshold is too low, then odd results can occur, whilst If the threshold is too high then no referendum will ever be valid. And, in response to the point of people’s interest in voting, it could be the case that more elections thrust upon people will cause apathy and even lower turnout of voters. 
6) Referendums can be compatible with Representative Democracy. An example is in Britain, where we directly vote for our member of constituency, who then represents us in Parliament when they are called to vote on procedures.

7) Three examples of Referendums have occurred in the UK. Quite recently, a referendum occurred in London (in the year of 1998) to decide whether there should be an elected major and a separately elected assembly for London, or not. 72% of the voters who voted were in favour. In 1997, Tony Blair introduced the idea of devolution to Scotland and Wales, and referendums were called for them, and Wales was given its own assembly, and Scotland was given its own parliament with tax varying powers.

8) I agree on a small scale that referendums can be undesirable and unnecessary. They are undesirable in the fact that people would have to think about politics and their decisions more due to the amount of increased responsibility, and it seems that the UK has worked very well for many years with a minor amount of referendums. However, I believe that some important decisions should only be made by referendums, due to that it seems they hold an element of truth in their results.
