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Act 3
1) The main change that Chekhov has indicated is the aging of characters. Olga is now quite old, and seems tired out by the affairs of the household. Anifisa has changed little, still the caring old maid to the sisters. Natasha seems more dominant than last time, showing total disgust towards Anifisa, in front of Olga. So it seems that the opening of this act is very much like a continuation of the previous act, as Natasha becomes more manipulative. The fact that the scene opens in Olga and Irina’s shared room can show this, as it is now probable that Natasha’s baby has his own room, as well.

2) Chebutykin is a very odd character, who most characters do not understand, but he seems part of the furniture, so they accept him. But Chebutykin has a deep soul full of pain. He was in love with the sisters mother, but she was married, so he stayed unmarried, and as the years have gone on, he’s forgotten all the details of his trade, the medical trade, which ultimately lead to the death of a patient. Being drunk seems like Chebutykin’s only escape, as he feels it’s a way of releasing his feelings with an excuse. It doesn’t particularly develop the plot, but adds great insight to a man who, previously throughout the play has opened up very little.

3) When Masha admits her love for Vershinin, Olga is particularly distressed. From the first act, Olga was quite jealous of Masha for her marriage, and even though now in act 3 that marriage is disintegrating, she still maintains it, while having an affair of sorts with Vershinin. So while Olga has no real man in her life, Masha has two under her thumb, and although the sisters love each other, this tension and possible turmoil has not been addressed, and by Olga saying she doesn’t want to hear it means it could possibly be her vain attempt at holding herself together. 
4) Andrey’s character is hard to properly define. He has quite a respected job now, on the district council, he’s married with children, and he seems to be contented with his life, but many signs show this is all false. He has resorted to gambling, and in his actions and the fact he still cowers when confronting his sisters shows that he is still weak, the product of manipulation.
5) Act 3 definitely seems like it is leading up to a grand climax. The fire itself seems symbolic of this, as although it was put out, a lot of untold tension has built up between characters, and it is waiting for an explosive finale. The ending seems daunting, with Andrey taking out another mortgage on the house, news that the army will be stationed somewhere else, and Natasha’s continuing dominance over the household. Act 3 ends with unfinished business, that it seems should conclude with some finality in Act 4. 
