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Three Sisters
Act 2

1) The end of act 1 sees Andrey proposing to Natasha. The beginning of act 2 sees the couple open up the scene, about year after the last act ended in chronology, as they have had child who is a few months old. While the last scene ended with laughter and merriment during a gathering of all the main characters around a table in the dining room, act 2 is characteristically quieter. The scene is candle-lit and the sound of a faint accordion playing in the street, and with Natasha’s growing manipulation over Andrey, this scene is not vibrant at all, and could be quite sombre to the audience.
2) Natasha has changed since the previous act as she has risen in prominence in the family, now that she has married into it. With her newborn child, she has more leverage for manipulating Andrey into helping her achieve head status of the household. She keeps on mentioning the health of their baby Bobik (‘I’m afraid our Bobik isn’t at all well…I’m so worried), as a way of gaining the weak minded Andrey’s sympathy (‘We should put him in another room…Irina’s room for example, is just right for a child…We must tell her…’), and speaks gently by her continual sighs and pauses.
3) During the time between act 1 and act 2, Andrey and Natasha got married and had a baby boy named Bobik, and because of this, Natasha attempts to exercise the power she has due to her rise in status by ordering the sisters around. Irina, the youngest sister, has seemed to have matured mentally during this time, due to the responsibilities of her job at the Telegraph Office. She still has little interest in Tuzenbakh, who is now persistently following her. Perhaps she still has no interest in him, as the hope of going to Moscow and meeting her one love still lives inside her. During the time of the interval, it seems that Vershinin and Masha are closer, with Vershinin believing he may actually love her, while Masha sees him as a relief from her passionless marriage to Kulygin.
4) Vershinin is seen as a fresh change from the other male presence in the household due to the fact he is intelligent, well travelled and well read, and highly philosophical. The sisters can relate to him because he understands their longing to return to Moscow. Tuzenbakh, had been the big fish in a small pond for years, and was happy with this until Vershinin arrived, to which his persistence in romancing Irina increased, perhaps in the hope of securing something for himself and prolong the ‘sameness’. A general theme in this play is that of change from the normal, in fear of being cast aside. The sisters are alienated, and want to return to the city of vibrant culture they grew up in, and are feeling increasingly isolated, but times are changing around them, and they are being pushed further and further into obscure conformity due to jobs, relationships, etc.
5) Vershinin’s statement of how the sisters would not be happy even if they returned to Moscow is very significant, as wherever the sisters are to be, they will find unhappiness, and happiness is never truly achieved. This is an important statement in the play on the whole, as the play has shown that where people are, and how unhappy they are, they get on with their lives, work, and duty in an attempt to drown it out, but can never quite do so.
6) 1-Natasha (7)
2-Andrey (5)
3-Masha (1)
4-Vershinin (6)
5-Irina (2)
6-Tuzenbakh (4)
7-Olga (3)
8-Chebutykin (10)
9-Solyony (8)
10-Kulygin (9)
11-Rode/Fedotik (11)
12-Anifisa (13)
13-Ferapont (12)
From the first act, Prozorovs’ have most of the power in the household; Tuzenbakh carries a little, but effective amount, and whilst Vershinin has made an impact on his arrive, he has yet to win much favour after initial questioning. Masha is always the sister highest in power, she is married, yet able to flirt with the Battery Commander, whilst Olga is always miserable about her work and lonliness, whilst Irina is still young (at heart as well as literally), and naive. By the second act, the sisters seem worn down, and Andrey has risen in the ranks of power, mainly due to his lobbying on behalf of his new wife, who is now top of the pile, due to her manipulative ways of speaking, and her general attitude. 
