· The World Trade Organization delivered a sharp shock to Brussels and Washington on 8 September.
· The message: follow the rules and stop dumping agricultural surpluses on the rest of the world.
· brought by Brazil and other developing countries
· argued that the US and EU unfairly subsidise the over-production of commodities
· that are then dumped on international markets, undermining local farmers and causing misery and hardship for millions.
· $100 billion in payments to their farm sectors spent annually by USA and EU

· Support to the sugar regime costs European taxpayers and consumers €8 billion ($9.7bn) annually. 
· So the US and EU lawyers decided to argue the case on technicalities. They wrote most of the WTO rules after all; surely they could squeeze through a loophole or argue their way out of a tight spot? 
· US dumping has pushed down world cotton prices to historically low levels. As a result, farmers in Mali cannot afford to send their children to school.has pushed do
· The sugar panel found the EU is violating its commitments to the WTO by exporting up to four times as much subsidised sugar onto world markets than it is allowed.

· cotton prices to historically low levels. As a result, farmers in Mali cannot afford to send their children to school.
· The sugar sector is the single largest source of formal employment in Mozambique, a country where the average annual income in 1999 was $230.
· Together, the US and EU have about one-percent of the world’s farmers, although they generate about 14 percent of world’s agricultural products.
· By comparison, more than 2 billion people rely on agriculture in developing countries. About 800 million survive on $1 dollar a day or less.
