Personal Statement

From the final years of my primary school education I have developed an enthusiastic interest in enterprise. I gained a Silver prize in a young enterprise competition for my work as editor of the school newspaper in P7 and since then I have learned much about the business environment both through school and in the media. At secondary level I have had the opportunity to study Business Studies for the past 5 years.
Throughout my education I have found Business Studies the subject that motivates me most and the one in which I have obtained my best examination results. At Advanced Level I had the opportunity to take on a new subject, Economics, which has further enhanced my knowledge of the business world. It has, for example, given me more of an insight into the function of world markets and the ways in which countries and societies deal with economic problems. My third A level subject, I.C.T., has also helped me greatly in learning the ways in which E-Commerce can assist businesses and has given me the skills which are needed to work in a modern business environment.

I hope to gain new skills and ideas during my time at university which will further complement my present knowledge in order to set up my own business or work in the management of an existing firm.

During my work experience I had the chance to visit businesses and find out how they function. One such business was Ryobi which manufactures engine castings. This Japanese owned business used cutting edge robotics to manufacture products. It also used a Just in Time production method, pioneered by the Japanese, about which I had learned during my A-level Business studies course and it was good to see how it is utilized in the real business environment.
Outside school I have many business related activities such as aiding my father’s share dealings using the internet as well as designing and maintaining my household’s expenses with the use of spreadsheets.

My other hobbies include music production and disc-jockeying. Through these interests I have had the opportunity to organize and promote club nights which required good managerial and communication skills. I have designed several web-sites to market these events as well as designing posters and flyers. In University I hope to be become involved in the organization of similar events with the student union.
Five-a-side football is another keen hobby of mine which I take part in on a weekly basis as well as rugby, which I have been playing since I was 11. I have captained the rugby side on several occasions which required good motivational and team work skills.

Web-designing is a further hobby of mine which I hope to develop and use to take advantage of the opportunities available through E-Business.
I think both my academic achievements and social skills will make me a good candidate for the course I plan to

undertake at university.
By Garry McCartney

