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Pope John Paul II former Polish cardinal Karol Wojtyla, smiles at the Vatican, 16 October 1978, after being named head of the Catholic Church. When he was elected pope after seven inconclusive rounds of voting, John Paul II was 58, a robust sportsman and a relative outsider amid the vast bureaucracy of the Holy See(AFP/File)



Pope John Paul II waves to a cheering crowd, 10 June 1987, before mass in Krakow during his visit to Poland. The pope was born the son of an army officer, himself the son of a tailor, in a small town near Krakow in southern Poland(AFP/File/Eric Feferberg)



Rome laid on extra trains and fresh water supplies and began to erect hundreds of tents on April 3, 2005 in expectation that the death of Pope John Paul II may spark the greatest influx of pilgrims in its history. (Reuters Graphic)




Pope John Paul II holds a koala bear during a viewing of Australia's fauna in Brisbane, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 1986. It is the second Australia stop on his tour of the South Pacific. (AP Photo/Giulio Broglio)




People fill Via Della Conciliazione boulevard about 950 meters (2900 feet) away from the facade of St. Peter's Basilica after Pope John Paul II's body was carried across the square into the Basilica for public viewing, at the Vatican Monday, April 4, 2005. With tens of thousands of mourners outside hoping for a glimpse of the body, 12 pallbearers flanked by Swiss Guards carried the late pontiff's body on a crimson platform from the Sala Clementina, where it had laid in state since Sunday. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)




File picture of tourists visiting the Popes' crypt of the St Peter Basilica at the Vatican 28 May 2001. The Vatican named as the date of Pope John Paul II's funeral as thousands of mourners gathered in a sun-filled Saint Peter's Square to pay their last respect when his body goes on public view.(AFP/File /Gabriel Bouys)



In this photo made available by the Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano, Pope John Paul II's body is transferred to St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican for public viewing Monday April 4 2005, four days before his remains will be entombed in the grotto below the church. With tens of thousands of mourners outside hoping for a glimpse of the body, 12 pallbearers flanked by Swiss Guards carry the late pontiff's body on a crimson platform from the Sala Clemtina, where it had laid in state since Sunday. (AP Photo/L'Osservatore Romano)




Pall bearers carry the body of the late Pope John Paul II through a crowded Saint Peter's Square en route to the Basilica at the Vatican April 4, 2005. Roman Catholic cardinals gather on Monday for the first time since the Pontiff's death to organize a funeral expected to draw the highest number of pilgrims and heads of state to the Vatican in its history. REUTERS/Filippo Monteforte/Pool 










A bird flies over Saint Peter's Square during sunset at the Vatican, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul's condition remains very serious and he is suffering from a high fever, the Vatican said on Saturday. In a written statement, the Vatican said the 84-year-old Pontiff was still responding when addressed by aides. REUTERS/Paul Hanna
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Karol Wojtyla en brazos de su madre, Emilia Kaczorowska.
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Karol Wojtyla, de dos años de edad, sobre las rodillas de su padre.
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Karol Wojtyla, 1938
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Karol Wojtyla, a sus 28 años es destinado como sacerdote a una pequeña aldea, en Negowiec.
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Karol Wojtyla, sacerdote.
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Atentado a Juan Pablo II, 13 de mayo de 1981
El Papa, herido en el abdomen, se desvanece.
(13 de Mayo)
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El Papa descansa en su habitación de la clínica Gemelli, en Roma.
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Le 22 novembre 2001, le Pape Jean-Paul II appuyait sur une touche de l’ordinateur pour envoyer par e-mail (courrier électronique) son exhortation apostolique à tous les évêques d’Océanie, qui l’ont reçu instantanément dans leur courrier électronique.
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