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FILE ** Pope John Paul II looks at a white dove released in honor of his repeated calls for peace by Roman youths in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, in this April 10, 2003 file photo. (AP Photo/Massimo Sambucetti, File) 



Pope John Paul II tries to speaks as he appears at the window of his private apartments at the Vatican, March 30, 2005. The Pope, now being fed through a nasal tube because of his throat problems, effectively wrote his own 'living will' last year in a speech declaring some life-extending treatments a moral duty for Roman Catholics. Photo by Alessandro Bianchi/Reuters 




Millions of Roman Catholics in Asia packed churches and held vigils on Friday to pray for Pope John Paul as the Vatican said the ailing Pontiff's condition was 'very grave.' 'He is getting worse, we have to face it,' said Rey Caluba, parish priest of the Redemptorist Church in Manila. This Reuters graphic shows key points in the life of Pope John Paul. This Reuters graphic shows milestones in the like of Pope John Paull II. (Reuters Graphic) 



Pope John Paul II gives his blessing from his studio window overlooking St. Peter's square at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 30, 2005. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito) 



Pope John Paul (news - web sites) II, wearing a violet wind jacket, walks in the Dolomite mountains in this Monday July 15, 1996 file photo provided by the Vatican (news - web sites). Abruzzo, a region in central Italy, is renaming one of its peaks after Pope John Paul II, an avid skier and hiker who had a particular fondess for that area until frail health stopped him, the group that promoted the effort said Wednesday, March 23, 2005. The group plans to officially dedicate the peak in the Abruzzo region on the pope's 85th birthday on May 18. (AP Photo/Vatican)



Bodyguards hold Pope John Paul II after he was shot 13 May 1981 on Saint Peter's square by a Turkish extremist Mehmet Ali Agca. New documents found in the files of the former East German intelligence services confirm the assassination attempt against the pope was ordered by the Soviet KGB and assigned to Bulgarian agents, an Italian daily said.(AFP/ANSA/File) 



A file photograph shows Pope John Paul (L) meeting the man who tried to assassinate him on May 13, 1981, Turkish Mehmet Ali Agca, in the prison in Rebibbia in Italy, December 27, 1983. The following statement was issued in Italian March 31, 2005, and translated by Reuters. 'The Holy Father was today stricken by a very high fever provoked by what has been ascertained to be an infection of the urinary tract. An appropriate antibiotic therapy has begun. The clinical situation is being closely watched by the Vatican medical team treating him.' EDITORIAL USE ONLY REUTERS/Vatican/HO 




A July 19, 1984 file photo showing Pope John Paul II skiing during a vacation in Pinzolo, northern Italy. Pope John Paul II was clinging to life in deteriorating condition, with his breath shallow and his kidneys not functioning properly after suffering heart trouble, the Vatican said Friday April 1, 2005. (AP Photo/Osservatore Romano, Arturo Mari) 



Pope John Paul (news - web sites) II waves an olive branch as he appears at the window of his studio overlooking St. Peter's Square at the Vatican (news - web sites) at the end of a solemn ceremony to mark the Roman Catholic's Palm Sunday, March 20, 2005. (AP Photo/Domenico Stinellis)



FILE** Pope John Paul II delivers his blessing at the St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican in this Dec. 25, 2001 file photo. (AP Photo/Arturo Mari, File) 



Tens of thousands of people pray in a floodlit St. Peter's square at the Vatican, Friday, April 1, 2005. Tens of thousands of people gathered at St. Peter's Square on Friday as Pope John Paul II's health deteriorated. Some had tears in their eyes as they gazed up at the pontiff's third-floor window and others held candles in a vigil repeated in churches around the world. (AP Photo / Gregorio Borgia)



Pope John Paul II, shown here in 1986 as he blesses in Ars. Pope John Paul II moved closer to death as the Vatican announced his health had worsened and his breathing had become 'shallow.'(AFP/File/Daniel Janin) 




Pope John Paul II tries to deliver his blessing to the pilgrims gathered at the Vatican, during the Easter mass. The frail pontiff could be hospitalised for a third time in two months amid deepening concerns that he is failing to recover from a recent throat operation, Vatican watchers said.(AFP/Osservatore Romano/File)




A file photograph shows Pope John Paul ll raising his injured left hand in greetings as he leaves the Gemelli hospital, June 3, 1981. The following statement was issued in Italian March 31, 2005, and translated by Reuters. 'The Holy Father was today stricken by a very high fever provoked by what has been ascertained to be an infection of the urinary tract. An appropriate antibiotic therapy has begun. The clinical situation is being closely watched by the Vatican medical team treating him'. REUTERS/Files 




Pope John Paul II has been plagued by health ailments. 




A file photograph shows Princess Diana (R) with Pope John Paul II during a private audience at the Vatican in this April 25, 1985 file photo. Vatican officials are increasingly pessimistic about the prospects for Pope John Paul's full recovery from his ailments, with many agreeing that he has entered a new and perhaps final phase of his long papacy. REUTERS/Ansa 







A couple embrace in Saint Peter's Square, where hundreds of faithful were gathered in a somber vigil under Pope John Paul II's windows, as they look towards the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul is slipping in and out of consciousness, the Vatican said as Roman Catholics around the world prepared for the death of the Pontiff who fought communism and defended church orthodoxy. Photo by Stefano Rellandini/Reuters 



Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls briefs journalists on Pope John Paul II's condition at the Vatican April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul is slipping in and out of consciousness, the Vatican said as Roman Catholics around the world prepared for the death of the Pontiff who fought communism and defended church orthodoxy. (Pool/Reuters) 



A hand is seen lighting a candle during a mass at St. Mary's Cathedral in Dublin April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul is slipping in and out of consciousness, the Vatican said as Roman Catholics around the world prepared for the death of the Pontiff who fought communism and defended church orthodoxy. (Darren Staples/Reuters) 



A bird flies over Saint Peter's Square during sunset at the Vatican, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul's condition remains very serious and he is suffering from a high fever, the Vatican said on Saturday. In a written statement, the Vatican said the 84-year-old Pontiff was still responding when addressed by aides. REUTERS/Paul Hanna 



A pilgrim takes a shot of St. Peter's square at the Vatican Saturday, April 2, 2005, as the pontiff's life appeared to be slipping away showing the first signs of losing consciounsness. (AP Photo/ Luca Bruno)



The sun sets over Saint Peter's Basilica in Vatican City April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul II's condition remains very serious and he is suffering from a high fever, the Vatican said on Saturday. In a written statement, the Vatican said the 84-year-old Pontiff was still responding when addressed by aides. REUTERS/Chris Helgren 




The sun sets over Saint Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul II's condition remains very serious and he is suffering from a high fever, the Vatican said on Saturday. In a written statement, the Vatican said the 84-year-old Pontiff was still responding when addressed by aides. REUTERS/Chris Helgren 




A priest conducts a mass and calls worshippers to pray for the Pope John Paul II under the the image of the Virgin Mary of Fatima at the Apparitions Chapel in Fatima Sanctuary, central Portugal, Saturday, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul II showed the first signs of losing consciousness at dawn on Saturday, the Vatican said, as priests around the world prepared the Roman Catholic faithful for his passing. (AP Photo/Paulo Duarte) 




The sun sets over St. Peter's square at the Vatican Saturday, April 2, 2005, as pilgrims and faithful gather to pray for Pope John Paul II's whose life appears to be slipping away as he shows the first signs of losing consciousness. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito)




Pilgrims crowd Saint Peter's Square, where several thousand people gathered to be close to Pope John Paul II at the Vatican, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul II's condition remains very serious and he is suffering from a high fever, the Vatican said on Saturday. In a written statement, the Vatican said the 84-year-old Pontiff was still responding when addressed by aides. REUTERS/Stefano Rellandini 




Glenda Hernandez, left, from Chile, sings songs to Cuban believers, as they gather to pray for the health of Pope John Paul II, in the 'Hermitage of the Catalans' in Havana, Cuba, Saturday, April 2, 2005. Around the world, the faithful lit candles, prayed and reflected on Pope John Paul II's legacy Saturday as he neared death. (AP Photo/Jorge Rey) 




Fátima – Portugal, April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul is slipping in and out of consciousness, the Vatican said as Roman Catholics around the world prepared for the death of the Pontiff who fought communism and defended church orthodoxy. (AP Photo/Paulo Duarte)



An elevated view of St. Peter's square at the Vatican Saturday, April 2, 2005, as pilgrims and faithful arrive to pray for Pope John Paul II's whose life appeared to be slipping away showing the first signs of losing consciousness. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno) 



President Bush called Pope John Paul II a 'champion of human dignity' as he awaited word on April 2, 2005 on the ailing pope's condition. Bush opened his weekly radio address with a comment about John Paul, who lies close to death at the Vatican. Pope John Paul II (R) meets Mother Teresa of Calcutta at the end of a service in St. Peter's Basilica in this undated file photo. Photo by Reuters/Reuters



In this Jan.30, 2005 file photo, Pope John Paul II looks at white doves that were freed at the end of the Angelus prayer in St. Peter's square, at the Vatican City. On Saturday, April 2, 2005, the pontiff's's life appeared to be slipping away showing the first signs of losing consciounsness. (AP Photo/ Plinio Lepri)




In this Jan.30, 2005 file photo, Pope John Paul II looks at white doves that were freed at the end of the Angelus prayer in St. Peter's square, at the Vatican City. On Saturday, April 2, 2005, the pontiff's's life appeared to be slipping away showing the first signs of losing consciounsness. (AP Photo/ Plinio Lepri




Front pages of Chinese newspapers in Hong Kong. Prayers rang out in churches and communities all over the world, as the life of Pope John Paul II, one of the longest reigning pontiffs in history, slowly ebbed away.(AFP/Philippe Lopez)



A Catholic nun prays for the quick recovery of Pope John Paul II in the Church of Nativity in the West Bank city of Bethlehem April 2, 2005. Pope John Paul is slipping in and out of consciousness, the Vatican said on Saturday as Roman Catholics around the world prepared for the death of the Pontiff who fought communism and defended church orthodoxy. REUTERS/Oleg Popov 
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