Math Competition Notes In General

The purpose of the series is to help enhance math culture at middle and high schools. As a result of the enhancement we hope to open more potential doors for the students. 

Increasing math skill, and therefore self-confidence, is perhaps the most important reason to actively participate in math contests. 

Also, an important trend is becoming apparent – math is now considered a very important tool for those aiming for success. Why? A quick answer is that data is now everywhere around us. What we buy, what we eat, where we go, how often we go, on and on, can be obtained by a process called data mining. Simple logic tells us strong math skill is needed in data mining.

And how about this - all sorts of organizations now hire people with strong math skills. Wall Street, Governments, Web companies. It is not only engineering, science, or academic organizations anymore. In particular, what do these organizations want from the candidates with strong math skills? PROBLEM SOLVING SKILL!

What is problem solving skill? In very simple term, it is the step by step ability in

· identifying a problem

· identifying the data available

· organizing and sorting the data

· identifying and utilizing the relevant data

· then formulating and presenting a logical solution, or solutions, to the problem

Doesn’t that sound just like tackling a math problem?

Finally, unlike SAT and other standardized tests, one has nothing to lose doing math competitions. If one does well, then show off the scores (e.g. to colleges). If one has not, nobody has to know!
