MATHCOUNTS http://www.mathcounts.org/ is the premier national math competition for middle schools students. About 6,000 middle schools participate annually.

Many top high schools notice the students who do well in MATHCOUNTS. Even colleges pay attention to MATHCOUNTS results. For example, Purdue University awards full tuition scholarship to the top 4 MATHCOUNTS scorers in Indiana. The top finishers all receive thousands of dollars in scholarship from industry sponsors. The White House has honored the MATHCOUNTS champions for the past few years. Also, participation in MATHCOUNTS will definitely prepare a student for math competitions in the high school years. 

MATHCOUNTS is comprised of 3 stages, Chapter (February), State (March) and National (May). Each school sends an official team of 4, plus up to 4 additional individuals. Top teams and individuals in the chapters advance to the state, and the top 4 individuals in each state advance to the national as the “State Team”. While the competition format is the same for all 3 stages, the degree of difficulty increases after each advance.

A MATHCOUNTS competition is comprised of several rounds:

Sprint Round (40 minutes) consists of 30 problems (1 point each). The score counts towards individual and team totals. Calculator is not allowed.

Target Round (24 minutes) consists of eight problems (2 points each) presented to competitors in four pairs (6 minutes per pair). The score counts towards individual and team totals. Calculator is allowed.

Team Round (20 minutes) consists of ten problems (2 points each), which team members work together to solve. The score counts toward team total only. Calculator is allowed.

Countdown Round is a fast-paced, oral competition for each MATHCOUNTS event’s top 10 individual scorers (based on the total of Sprint and Target Round scores). In this round, pairs of Mathletes compete against each other and the clock to solve problems. Calculator is not allowed.

Team score is the average member score plus the Team Round score. 

Teams with top team scores in chapter competitions advance to the state competitions. Roughly one of ten teams advances. Also the top few individual scorers in a chapter event who are not members of any advancing school teams also get to advance to the state competition.

California is the only state that holds 2 state events – North and South, with about a dozen chapters in each. Each California chapter typically advances 1-5 school teams and 1-5 additional individual high scorers to the respective state event. However, only the top 4 students from the combined North and South results will represent California.

While MATHCOUNTS scores are NOT published, I estimate that a State competition score of 30 (maximum 46) or higher usually rank among the top 40% in California. The top 10 individuals in both the North and the South events usually score 37 or higher. The 4 individuals representing California usually score 45 or 46, while scores of 35 represent many other states! It is no surprise that the California teams always rank high in the national, and has won the 3 of the last 4 years.

