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August 20, 2004, 6:25 pm�Excellencies,�Honorary Consuls-General and Honorary Consuls,�Distinguished Guests,�Ladies and Gentlemen,��First of all, on behalf of the Royal Thai Government, I would like to say thank you to all and everyone of you for having been excellent representatives of Thailand in your respective cities. Let me thank you for all your hard work and dedication in representing Thailand’s interests and in fostering closer relations between Thailand and your respective country. Let me also thank you those of you whom I have met during my visits to your countries, for your warm hospitality. Many of you live and work in places where Thailand still does not have diplomatic presence and have done your job very well. I thank you for your role in consular duties, protocol and other functions, particularly the precious assistance you have always rendered to Thai citizens in your consular districts. Let me express my appreciation for the important role that you have played as our Honorary Consuls-General and Honorary Consuls. We are proud to have you to represent Thailand. ��I am glad to learn that during the 10 days you are with us, you have visited various important projects, especially the Royal projects of His Majesty the King and been given so many briefs on recent developments and growth in Thailand. ��I know that all of you already have excellent knowledge about Thailand and the Thai people. Some of you visit our country regularly, both in your capacity of Honorary Consular Officers and privately. Nevertheless, I hope that, throughout this Conference, you will still discover at least a few more things about our country and our people. ��Excellencies,�Ladies and Gentlemen,��When the last Conference was held 7 years ago in 1997, Thailand was in the midst of economic turmoil. Today, dramatic changes have taken place both inside and outside Thailand. Many of these changes have been direct results of my Government policy. Others may be the results of globalization. But to me, changes, whether brought about by my government or by globalization must be synchronized to minimize the dark side of globalization and to maximize the benefits for our people. ��Globalization means opportunities and at the same time challenges. Globalization means freedom of movement of persons, goods, financial fund as well as information technology. To turn globalization to our benefit, we must understand all these four elements of free flow. We must learn and understand to master them. We must understand our position and make the best of opportunities open to us. ��Let me briefly give you some examples. On the free flow of people, the flow of tourists, businessmen and knowledge workers will help generate income. A good manager must know where to get what he lacks and further develops the assets that he already possesses. While we must develop our human resources, we must be open to the flow of human resources and professionals in the areas Thailand lacks and needs such as engineers, medical doctors, English language instructors, music instructors, sports coaches and IT. ��In tourism, if we need more tourists we must encourage movement of people. That is why Thailand has one of the most progressive open sky policy in the region. Open sky means free flow of people, but it also means both competition and sharing of benefits. Thailand is also planning to launch the Shengen type of visa with our neighbouring countries in Southeast Asia to encourage greater flow of tourists from Thailand to our adjacent neighbours. We are also planning to launch e-passports in a few months’ time to cope with the security concerns in the tourism industry and as a preparation for the state-of-the-art, high-technology new Bangkok International Airport due to open late next year.��On the flow of goods, Thailand is promoting free trade through forging a strategic partnership with our economic counterparts both in Asia and in the Pacific. With the FTA within ASEAN, and with Bahrain, China, Australia and India as well as the FTA framework with our neighbouring BIMSTEC countries are now in place, Thailand is now in the process of working with Japan, the US, Peru and New Zealand to conclude an FTA with them. We find FTA, that is WTO compatible, complementary to a stronger and better world trade regime. At the same time as an agricultural country, we have been proactive and taken new initiatives in the promotion of international trade in various forms such as barter trade and counter trade. Thailand has also opened and extended credit lines in favour of our immediate neighbours as well as other developing countries. ��The third element of globalization is the free flow of finance. Today we have witnessed the free flow of finance in many forms, such as bonds, funds, instruments and money. At present we in Asia deposit our reserves in the two major bonds of the world, the U.S. Treasury Bond and the Eurobond. Because of that, we in Asia often find that financial resources are not always forthcoming at the time they are really in need. The financial crisis of 1997 taught us lessons that must not be repeated. That is why Thailand took the initiative to launch the Asian Bond Market within the framework of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue or ACD with our Asian neighbours in order to provide an alternative for investors and enhance Asia’s competitiveness. ��On the free flow of information and technology, we encourage every measure to turn the Thai society into a knowledge-based economy. Accessibility to global information and knowledge must be available from top to bottom of our society. We found great encouragement in the words of the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, Mr. Rubens Ricupero, who praised Thailand as a good example of a country that best uses ICT for development.��Because I believe that we have to live with globalization. Because I am convinced that the role of the government for its people is to gain maximum benefits and minimize the dark side of globalization. And because I believe that we have to run ahead for the future, and we are not to be caught by it, that is why this government has set up and implemented our policy to ensure the maximum benefit of these flows and prepare our economy and our citizens to meet the challenges of globalization and of the future.��Excellencies,�Ladies and Gentlemen, ��When my Government came into office in February 2001, the country's economic situation was still very fragile. In those critical circumstances, the most pressing task of my Government was to restore and reinvigorate the national economy.��The Government’s " Dual Track Development Strategy" was a people-centred policy based on extensive outside-in approach research my party, Thai Rak Thai, had conducted before we came to power. For real development to take place, all ears and eyes of the government must be wide open to listen and see the need of the people at all time. In business as well as in government, the outside-in approach always lead you on the right track because you will be responding to the right demands of customers in your business and the right need of the population in your constituency in the case of government. ��The underlying philosophy of the Dual Track Development Strategy is focusing on quality, stability and balance between small-and medium-sized businesses and grassroots economy on the one hand and the traditional export-led sector of the economy on the other. SMEs are the main driver of our national economic development. During the three and a half years of this Administration, the share of SMEs in the country's GDP has continuously increased. Its share of Thailand's exports of manufactured goods now represents over 40% of the total value of exports. ��While no effort has been spared on the strengthening of SMEs, the Dual Track Development Strategy has also been carried out in parallel with the promotion of new economic activities in order to create wealth at the grassroots through a number of government assisted programmes. These include the village and urban revolving fund, micro credit facilities as well as debt moratorium schemes for small farmers. The government has set up the People's Bank to enhance our people's capacity to generate their income from self-employment and thus reduce their dependence on illegal money-lending markets. After more than 3 years, these micro credit facilities have provided general access to capital which was the genuine need of the grassroots. Because they were genuine needs, the average NPL to these micro-credit facilities has been as low as just 2-3 percent.��By now, I trust that you must be accustomed to our "One Tumbon One Product" or OTOP. The OTOP scheme enables each community to develop and market its own product by making use of local know-how. Despite having launched it for just over 3 years, Thailand has made the OTOP programme a success story in assisting the grassroot economy. Before the programme started, local products accounted for 215.5 million baht in 2001, but that total rose ten times to almost 22.3 billion baht in 2002, and to over 30 billion baht at the end of 2003. Currently, the OTOP products are available both in Thailand and abroad. Many leading department stores have already closed the deal with OTOP committee to market five-star products in Tokyo, London and other world's leading metropolis. I look forward to finding some of our quality OTOP products in several of your respective markets in the near future.��Excellencies,�Ladies and Gentlemen,��Today, we can say that Thailand's economy is back to the path of dynamic yet stable and sustained growth. As a result of systematic and progressive implementation of appropriate policies, Thailand's economic performance has improved substantially. Last year, our growth was 6.7 percent. This year, we may be facing the global oil crisis but we hope to wrap up with around 6-7 percent nevertheless. Our external debt and budget deficit are declining, whereas our export is growing steadily. The domestic revenue has been on the increase so much that we are already achieving a balanced budget for the first time in our contemporary history.��Last July this government paid back all our 1997 loans to the IMF, two years ahead of schedule. But, on the contrary, despite that, the country's international reserves have been on the rise. The inflation rate has been kept low, whereas the index of the Stock Exchange of Thailand has been healthier. The outstanding performance of the Thai economy has provided unprecedented opportunities to strengthen existing economic links and forge new strategic partnership.��We are confident that the national economy is able to maintain its positive momentum. Not only have we addressed the urgent problems through new policies and reform measures, but our overwhelming majority in the House of Representatives has also enhanced political stability in maintaining policy continuity. Despite the opposition’s challenge for the early dissolution of the House as has been practice of several old-time governments in the past, I am resolute that I will not dissolve the House just because I find it in the best interest of my party. That may be the old politics but not my politics. We find it more useful to spend every day to the last day of our term in Government to implement policy for the betterment of the people and for the best of the country. ��Today, for those of you who have not been to Thailand recently, you will find the country's infrastructure well developed to serve as a major component to support and sustain national social and economic development. Top priority is given to infrastructure development in transportation linkages, energy generation and distribution systems, telecommunications and public utility sectors. Our mass transit network must develop into a comprehensive integrated system for the greater Bangkok area in 6 years’ time.��But wealth creation without social justice and environmental protection is not sustainable. My Government is doing everything to make sure that the Thai people will be fully equipped to live a long, decent and healthy life in a knowledge-based society. A 30 Baht Universal Health Scheme and human capacity enhancement programmes have been implemented to develop the �life-long learning process through formal and informal education as well as skills development. Efficient social safety nets to ensure universal health care, social security and welfare have been put in place by the Government and stakeholders. ��Success stories are emerging in various areas particularly in rural development and the fight against illiteracy, poverty and HIV/AIDS. Last month, Thailand played host to the Fifteenth International AIDS Conference to help advance the global response to HIV/AIDS and promote access for all.�We were pleased with the tangible outcomes of that conference attended by 25,000 participants. ��Sustainable growth must work hand in hand with good and workable environment protection policy. The government has given priority to the areas of the conservation of biological diversity, the development of renewable energy and energy-efficiency goals and water resource management. ��With all these development policies I have mentioned to you well in place, I am confident that Thailand will be able to eradicate poverty by the year 2009.��Excellencies,�Ladies and Gentlemen,��There is one more area of Thailand’s top priority policy that I have to mention to you. In April, the permanent representatives to the UN of 52 Asian countries, or what we call the Asian Group, have agreed that when the term of the present Secretary-General of the UN, Mr. Kofi Annan, expires, that prestigious position should become the Asian turn. They have written to express their view to both the President of the Security Council and the General Assembly. In the 61 years of the UN at the expiry of Mr. Kofi Annan’s term, there will have been just one Asian man in that position, Mr. U Thant, who was Secretary-General some 35 years ago.��I agree with the view expressed by our UN Asian Group. And if Thailand can make valuable contribution to the United Nations, especially at this critical juncture of the organization, we will. That is why the Thai Government has decided to nominate our Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, to run for the position.��Distinguished Honorary Consuls-General and Honorary Consuls, I do trust that I can count on your full support, assistance and cooperation.��Finally, I hope that when you leave us at the end of this Conference, you will take back with you very pleasant memories of Thailand and return to your respective countries with renewed vigour to continue performing for Thailand the functions and responsibilities that you have so finely discharged. ��I wish you good health, happiness and a very pleasant and safe trip back home. Bon Voyage. Thank you.���*******************************�20 August 2004�





