...on selecting the nunber-known only to nme, |, also
on his orders did sone arithnetic operations on the
nunber, the answer to which | revealed to him Then at
t he highest point of trickery, my cousin told nme mny
“secret nunber” correctly. Prickles of awe danced al
over me! My desperation to stop his costly joke pushed
nme towards ny first true research through which

di scovered the role of algebra in the nystery. Thus at

barely age five, | began to see the awesone power of
equati ons.
Wth a childhood filled with such experiences, | went

t hrough El enentary and H gh School scoring A's in

Sci ence Subjects and ultimately, emerging as Best
Overall Student at the National Science Conpetition
Wi nning Special Prizes in Chem stry, Mthenmatics and
Technol ogy. | went on to represent Nigeria in the

I nternational Student Contest of the Polish Institute
of Physics and later at the African Mathematics

A ynpi ad in Senegal .

As an undergraduate, | spent 3 senesters doing
Organic, Inorganic and Physical Chem stry experinents
while 3 semesters were equally used in the Chenica
Engi neering | aboratory, determ ning rates of
reactions, distribution coefficients, sedinmentation
and fluid flow paraneters etc. For ny Bachel ors’

t hesi s, nmy personal project was to study the
“Integrated Approach to Petrol eum Reservoir
Managenent”. In it, | recommended for the severa
groups involved, the need for a basketball teamlike
approach with professionals fromdifferent fields,

cross-relating at all levels of work; each retaining
its identity as the final authority in its area of
expertise. | also worked with 6 others on a group

proj ect design of an Isopropyl Alcohol plant. My share
of the work, carrying out the Energy Bal ance of the
process, stretched my Thernodynamics aptitude to a
consi derabl e extent.

However, these undergraduate research experiences

t hough gainful, were pitiably bland. No predictions?

No di scoveries? This contrast with the earth-shaking

characters | had built around research, influenced ny
renounci ng Engi neering for a career in the Basic

Sci ences, precisely Chem stry where | can get to

deci pher a few paragraphs of the confounding world of
t he mi nute.

A great desire of mne is to work on bond forning and
bond breaking. My research intents in Theoretica

Chemi stry include investigating the energetics of

t hese processes, the dynam cs of reactions,

particul arly the Harpoon Mechani sms, El ectronic
Structure Theory including many-body problens and the
Weak I nternol ecul ar forces between nolecules. At this
renove-the heart of Chemistry, ny goal is to formulate



net hods and theories that woul d i nform under st andi ng
in these fields. Imense therefore, would be the
benefits of working in an upbeat group as Dr

Pi ecuch’s, learning the conpetence and attitudes
needed to nake a first-rate researcher and teacher- ny
choice of lifestyle and of livelihood.

On ny current beat as a High School Chemistry tutor
fascinati on has been ny greatest weapon at stimulating
the m nds of my students. They were astoni shed seeing
nme bl each pernanganate and turn orange di chromate
green, just with a harm ess-looking netal. The
reigning refrain is “Wnders shall never end”

In ny personal monents, | burrow through Advanced
Chemi stry textbooks for a feel of Theoretical problens
chal | engi ng Chemi sts of my peerdom OQutside this,
recently used a rude nethod to conpute pi obtaining
3.16, and al so devel oped a series, the partial sunms of
whi ch give different powers of 2.

These nmani fest enthusiasmfor Science, nmy experiences
and ny distinctions- National Merit Schol ar, Students’
CGovernment President of nmy Coll ege, National French
Contestant etc., nake ne sufficiently primed for
graduate studies; a further step towards becom ng

anot her proof of humanity’s nobl est capabilities.



