

Which way forward for Hon. Eng. Raila Odinga?

By Awuor – Ponge, C

[image: image5.jpg]


The son of the Grand doyen of Opposition politics in Kenya (the Late Jaramogi Adonija Ajuma Oginga Odinga), Hon. Eng. Raila Amollo Odinga, is shaking wherever he might be. This time round, things are not working out as per the thinking and scheming of this Masters graduate of Otto von Guericke Technical University in Magdeburg, Germany. The Professor of Kenyan Politics, Retired (Sorry, former) President, Daniel Toroitich Arap Moi once referred to him as a ‘political nomad’, he could not have been far from the truth. This man is one person who would wish to be in a party where only him is listened to as a leader. If anyone comes with dissenting views, then you either have to go or he has to leave your party.

You will not be surprised therefore that of all the present MPs, none has moved to more political parties than him in a span of only a decade (I stand to be corrected on this). He used to brag that the biological relationship between him and his father was only an accident, and that his style of politics should not be construed to be emanating from the grand old man. Yes and No! One, they both suffered detention and house arrests under different regimes in Kenya. Secondly, they both led to the emergence of tribal (Sorry, ethnic) leaders in their different capacities. His father was viewed as the undisputed de facto leader of the Luos, a position he has since inherited. Thirdly, his father led to a campaign to ensure the late Mzee Jomo Kenyatta was installed the First President of Kenya; Raila ensured with his ‘Kibaki Tosha’ campaign that Kibaki was installed as the third President of Kenya (what do you say about the unceremonial interlude of Snr. Private Hezekiah Ochuka?). Funnily enough, Raila has refused to learn from history, or is it his political strategisation? Then I may be a babe in Kenyan politics. As Napoleon Bonaparte once remarked: “We have learnt from history that we cannot learn anything form history”. Raila has blatantly refused to learn from history!

All eyes are on him at this particular time in history. It is worth remembering that during the burial of former Gem legislator, Dr. Oki Ooko Ombaka, former Ugenya MP, James (Jim) Aggrey Orengo told Raila in no uncertain terms to go for the presidency, failure to which, he himself would go for it. Raila did not see the need for the presidency then. One wonders why he sees the need for the same, now in history. I like the kind of principles of Orengo Jim. When Raila refused to go for the presidency, he went for it strictly according to what he had pledged. He was certain that with his ‘wrong’ political party, he was bound to fail to get even the Ugenya seat, but still he had to be true to his principles. Thumbs up for you, Jim!
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Raila in Meru commissioning a road

It is interesting the unfolding scenario where Eng. Raila has recruited the services of former Attorney General, the Duke of Kabeteshire, Sir Charles Mugane Njonjo, with his Central Kenya Initiative to drum for ODM-Kenya support in Central Province. It requires the genius of a person like Paul Muite (Kikuyu MP, SAFINA) to vie on a ‘wrong’ ticket in Central Province and get the seat, or the kind of financial base of Njenga Karume to get a seat on a KANU ticket. Admittedly, Sir Charles has the financial base to warrant the eyes of the resident of Central Province (read the Kikuyu votes), but one thing should have been clear to Raila from a very long time. The Central Province votes would go to none other than one of their own, as long as they can be assured of the Presidency. It will, therefore , not be a miracle if Uhuru and Kibaki join forces just a few months prior to the much-anticipated 2007 General Elections.

True, the Kikuyus have the numbers. Also true, the Luhyas are second in population. Despite the fact that the Luhyas have been the most liberal of the Kenyan voters, they have realized that they can stand up and be counted as a community. They can decide who becomes the next president of Kenya. With this in mind, and coupled with the dubious distinction of having provided three Vice-Presidents in a row, they have realized their worth and are already gunning for the ethnically correct so-called Luhya Unity. It is with this in mind that Raila mistakenly thought that FORD-Kenya (Mostly dominated by the Luhyas, and to be specific, Bukusus) was the one behind the unity calls. In his unwarranted reaction, he said that a donkey does not compete where horse are competing, insinuating that FORD-Kenya was a donkey, and by extension, the Luhyas in general are donkeys. Surely, this did not augur well for the Luhyas. Now, a Presidential candidate goes abusing almost a quarter of the votes he expects to get, where is he in Western Province? Does Raila ever imagine that the Luhyas are going to forgive him for that? To be well advised, look elsewhere, Engineer!

Now, with Western Province gone out for Raila, we turn our attention to Eastern. Here, the majority of the votes are from the Kamba. I hope you have not forgotten how far the Kamba have woken up politically. They have come far from the good old days when you could just buy Kamba votes with a packet of unga. Things have changed! Now the Kambas are voting for policies and individuals and not parties. If the referendum outcome is anything to go by, we shall be certain to say that Kalonzo Musyoka is the undisputed King of the Kamba. We are aware of what happened to Kalembe Ndile when he tried to belittle Kalonzo Musyoka. We cannot forget that Lady Charity Kaluki Ngilu was also booed at the funeral of Kalonzo’s mother for talking ill of Raila and by extension ODM-Kenya where Kalonzo is a leading luminary. This shows us what kind of influence Kalonzo has on the Eastern votes. Now if Raila goes public to dispute the Steadman Research findings that Kalonzo is leading by saying that the Steadman Group must have been researching on beauty and not leadership skills and abilities; how, in all fairness does he expect the Kamba to take it? That their leader is only beautiful (read handsome) but has nothing between his ears (to quote a famous phrase by the musician legislator, Mukhisa wa Kituyi). This is an insult to a community to say the least. So once again, I don’t see the Engineer getting anything from the Kamba votes, and by extention, the whole of Eastern Province!

In an exclusive interview with the Sunday Standard on 9 July 2006, Raila is quoted to have said: “No single individual can pull this country out of the muck it is in. I believe in collective leadership. I think I can pull together a team that can salvage this country. I have done so in the past.” If this is anything to go by, then we surely know how well Raila can pull together. Could he possibly tell Kenyans why he resigned from Ford-Kenya to join the National Democratic Party (NDP) in 1996? After being appointed a Minister for Energy in 2001, he led NDP into a merger with KANU in 2002 and was consequently elected by the ‘kura ya makelele’ to kick Kamotho out of his pet office. Could we not be justified in saying that as long as his interests are catered for, he does not care about the interests of the others? 

This was even more evident when his interests were not taken care of when he wanted to vie for the Presidency on a KANU ticket. Raila led a KANU breakaway faction (Rainbow Alliance) to join the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). This hitherto unknown party was to team up with National Alliance Party of Kenya to form what was to be known as the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) which ultimately moved KANU out of power after a period of four decades. One thing we have to admit is that Raila Odinga has the charisma, is a crowd puller and is a shrewd schemer. But this time round, the Kenyan voters have learnt that once beaten, twice shy! This is the message Uhuru was sending to Raila, when he said that having been a victim of Raila’s machinations, he can’t take chances this time round.

It is an open secret that Raila is no team player because if he were one, he would have helped bring the much desired changes from within NARC other than being a rebel on the trivial grounds that the DP (read the National Alliance Party) component of NARC had refused to honour a Memorandum of Understanding signed prior to the elections. It is this discontent that finally led him to join the Orange camp during the campaigns against the proposed new constitution. It is not new to the minds of Kenyans how mob euphoria has led to changes in political climate of this country within very short periods. If this were anything to go by, and if the learned engineer wanted to take NARC (read NARC-Kenya) by a storm, then the timing for the formation and registration of the ODM-Kenya party was ill-timed and is bound to fail terribly (only time will judge us). We are not prophets of doom, but we are predicting from the trend the politics of this country has taken of late, and assuring ourselves that Jesus is not just about to come with a miracle for Kenyans, at least not before the 2007 Elections. Let’s wait and see.
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Raila opening a petrol station in Kisumu

Coming back to his homeground, Langata Constituency, authentic sources have confirmed that most of the people who had during the previous elections moved to Langata specifically with the soul aim of voting for Raila are now disillutioned. In fact most have now opted to go and register in the rural constituencies where at least they can get some political handouts during the next General Election. It is confirmed that Raila is usually very strict when it comes to finances, and given that Kenyans are deeply entrenched into the culture of political handouts, Raila might not find it easy to campaign in Langata during the coming elections. There is also the security problem that has rocked Langata, especially the sprawling Kibera slums, and the residents interviewed are of the opinion that Raila has not done much to push the administration to look into that matter. This has seriously eroded the popularity of the once powerful MP in his own home constituency. 

If Raila was hoping to get the Muslim votes as a presidential candidate, then he would better think twice about it. It is an open secret that Raila has been waging a one man war to ensure that the Nubians who reside in Kibera (it should be Kibra) loose possession of the land in which their houses stand. This has really been a borne of contention for quite some time now, and with the recent proposal by the Lands Minister that those who are found staying in houses in the slums be given title deed for the plots, the Muslim Community, in solidarity with their Nubian brothers are really very upset with Raila. So, in essence, by loosing the Nubian votes in Kibera, Raila is also most likely to forget about any votes in the mostly Muslim dominated provinces of North-Eastern and Coast. The candidature of Hon. Najib Balala for ODM-Kenya Presidential ticket and the revival of KADU are also complicating matters for Raila in Coast Province. Now that Raila is not even certain of getting his Langata seat, what can we say about his lieutenants in Nairobi, Reuben Ndolo, William Omondi and Ka ngumu kama Fred Gumo? Chances are that they are also not seeing any hopes of ever getting back to the August House. So Nairobi might be ruled out for Raila in the next elections.

It would have been an interesting scenario had Raila taken the challenge by Beth Mugo to go and vie for the Dagoretti seat. We would have actually seen whether Raila is made of a National character or a tribal outfit. By the way, another sector that has been up in arms against Raila generally is the women. When Raila advised Uhuru (probably out of good-will or out of political arrogance) to go and get the Dagoretti seat since it was vacant, Raila was in a way insinuating that he does not recognize the presence of women, more especially those in Parliament. What did he actually mean by saying that the seat was vacant? Was this not an insult to the women? I would have liked to see Beth Mugo leading a pack of women to go on a demonstration, and even possibly strip at the Freedom corner to show their disgust with Raila’s statement. Haven’t we known the ‘Strength of a Woman’ for example when one Prof. Wangari Maathai stopped the KANU regime from destroying Uhuru Park in the name of building an Ultra modern building? What happened when Kiraitu Murungi said “….it was like raping a woman who was already too willing? At least we saw what the strength of a woman could do, and Kiraitu had to withdraw the statement. Let Raila be reminded that women constitute almost two-thirds of the votes that can take him to parliament. Now that he’s insulted one of their own, where does he expect to go? Lady Ida might not have the guts to convince the women otherwise.

Raila himself is quoted as having said that “This is a democratic country. We want the majority to decide who will be their president.”. He said this when he was trying to push for the ODM-Kenya proposal that a Presidential candidate garners at least 50% [plus one vote to be declared a President. Surely, with all these sectors mentioned up in arms against Raila, which way does he expect to go? Even if it were to be the current constitution that is going to be used during the election, how many provinces can Raila get at least 25% of the votes from? We have ruled out North-Eastern and Coast Provinces, we have ruled out Western and Nairobi. Central and Eastern Provinces are automatically out of the equation for Raila. Raila is now left with Rift Valley and Nyanza Provinces. Is he sure he can get these two? Let’s find out.

It is rumoured that all those who made it to the current parliament from Luo Nyanza had to be in one way or the other related to Raila either by blood or by extension. We are aware of Raphael Tuju, Jakoyo Midiwo, Oburu Odinga, and Rev. Ken Nyagudi to name but a few. We are aware that this trend has not been received kindly by the emerging Young Turks in Nyanza. They are viewing Raila and his cronies as old guards who must be kicked out of office once and for all during the coming elections. The Young Turks have done their groundwork well and are sure of a ‘Political Tsunami’ to borrow from Raila’s vocabulary. 
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Raila and Ida at a Medical Camp in Kibera

Just the other day, during the LDP grassroot elections, Raila’s cronies were shown dust, and this portends what is to be expected in the future. In Gem, Jakoyo Ka Midiwo is getting tough competion from two prominent lawyers Ambrose Otieno Rachier and Stephen Aluoch K’Opot. Jakoyo Midiwo is already in the bad books of his constituents in so far as engaging them in bar brawls is concerned, and most recently his dismissal of the University students, and refusal to give them CDF bursaries, on the flimsy grounds that the Patron of the Gem University Students’ Association (GUSA) is his opponent in the next elections, Advocate Ambrose Otieno Rachier – he of the famous NAK – LDP Memorandum of Understanding. “It will be difficult for Raila to impose leaders on the Luo, this time round. The Luos have learnt from the hard school of experience, and they are not taking chances this time round” Says one Awuor Ponge, an aspirant for the Gem seat on a ticket of a party yet to be made public for fear of letting the cat out of the bag. In Alego –Usonga, NARC nominated MP, Hon. Peter Castro Oloo Aringo is poised to give the incumbent a run for his money. Aringo has always been a favourite for the people of Alego –Usonga, but he lost during the nominations during the last elections because of parting ways with Raila regarding the latters support for the merger with KANU. In the long run, Aringo was judged right in his misgivings about the whole affair. Now that he has gained momentum, he’s out to make grand comeback.

In Ugenya, Lawyer Jim Orengo is going to make a wonderful comeback after his brother-in-law fell out with the constituents with the recent revelations of corruption regarding the awarding of the CDF bursaries to students registered only in the schools that the legislator owns. It is a well known fact that Raila is always uncomfortable with learned men who are not always willing to sing to his tune. This is what might make him tremble at the thought of Advocate Otiende Amollo taking on Owiti ‘Malo Malo’ for the Rarieda seat that is already out of the grip of the Foreign Affairs Minister, Raphael Tuju. Otiende Amollo is a principled man just like Orengo and would be unwilling to be tossed around by Raila. In his birth place, Bondo Constituency, the residents are saying that there is always need for a change. “Jo-Sakwa Kowak bende ose chamo moromo. Wan bende wang’ni wadwaro chiemo” (The clan of Sakwa Kowak – Raila’s clan, have eaten enough. We also want to eat this time round), says an irate resident of Bondo Constituency, who sought anonymity for fear of his personal security. Former Cabinet Minister, William Odongo Omamo Kaliech has also made it clear that he is switching base from Muhoroni to Bondo and is going to take head-on Dr. Oburu Odinga in Bondo Constituency, so it is certain that Oburu is not going to have a free ride this time round. In Mbita Constituency, the people there have made it abundantly clear that Hon. Otieno Kajwang’ must be shown the door. Rumours has it that everyone is just singing about an Intelligence Officer, a one hitherto unknown figure, Sammy Wakiaga. Will Agwambo be able to save the ‘Choir Master’ this time round? In Muhoroni, there is one tough Human Rights activist, Otieno Aluoka who is going to give the learned don, Prof. Ayiecho Olueny a hard time. So as it stands, Raila’s men are doomed and are just waiting for their political Waterloos.

As the former Czar of the Kenya Anti-Corruption Commission, John Harun Mwau once said: “These parties are all the same. They are basically recycling the same dirty old politicians in new parties. How do you expect dirty water transferred from an old glass to a new and clean glass to be clean? We are yet to confirm that the Boss, John Harun Mwau was right in making this assertion. Parties will always come with new names, but the individuals are the same old dirty ones. No wonder we have NARC-Kenya, ODM-Kenya, New KANU etc…In the meantime, Hon. Eng. Raila Amollo Odinga must go back to the drawing board, before time runs out for him. This is an unsolicited piece of advice, but in good faith!
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Agwambo with Turkana women in Turkwel
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