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As we were strolling down to the Text Book Centre with Professor Henry Indangasi one fine morning, he remarked “Ponge, KK is far much younger than you, yet she has had a publication, why have you not had one to your name?” I felt tickled. Not only by the irony of the statement but by the bitter truth that surely, I have none to my credit. To this KK earns a ‘first’. I can confidently say that she is the first and the youngest literature student at the University of Nairobi to publish a text while still an undergraduate student. [I stand to be corrected].
Do I need to mention that she is the first female literature student to earn this distinction? Obviously No! for she will not take it kindly. Much against the belief of many people – both at the University and outside, KK is not a feminist per excellence. For the duration that I have known her, I have come to realize that she is a lady who not only advocates for the upliftment and empowerment of the female folk, but also for gender equality – by this I mean equality for both the male and the female.
When I first came to know of this wonderful lady, I was struck by the sheer intellect of the student as she was contributing to a discussion in a literature class. From this point, I decided that I needed to be close to her so that I could understand her better. This adventure did bear fruit because since that day, we’ve been extremely close to one another both in academic circles and in the political sphere.
In the political sphere, she is an active member of Ford – K where she is currently working. She has demonstrated her leadership ability by being selected after a thorough and competitive selection process to represent this country at the Uongozi Institute for student leaders in 2003 in Tanzania. In September 2005, she was among the twenty best female leaders in the country [infact the cream of the society] to qualify for the Political Leadership Development Programme (PLDP) out of a field of 436 applicants countrywide. The training runs for a period of one year and is to come to a close in September 2006. In the Academic year 2004 / 2005, she set the unparalleled record of being the first female student to vie for the position of SONU Chairperson. Despite the fact that we are in a male dominated university, she managed to give a very tough challenge to the male candidates and up to date, word goes round the campus that KK is the best Chairperson that SONU never had. She is an assertive and aggressive lady (I mean positively aggressive!!).
In the political sphere, KK is only comparable to political heavyweights like Prof. Wangari Maathai and Nyiva Mwenda. In fact it is not an understatement if we say that KK is our Margaret Thatcher or Indira Gandhi in the making.

Despite losing in the SONU elections, KK has remained active in student and national politics. In the recent SONU elections, she actively campaigned for the women candidates and this was greatly responsible for the rise of women leaders in the SONU executive from three to five. With the kind of burning spirit that she has rekindled in the women students, they are set for greater heights. She is a no-nonsense woman. She leaves behind a leaving legacy when she finally says farewell to her undergraduate studies in August 2006.
In the creativity world, she has demystified the long standing myth that a child has to crawl before it can walk. KK started to walk even before she had crawled. These two stories: To Grasp at a Star and Muddled Transition were written when KK was still a literary babe; but it is the quality of the texts that made her win the 2003 National Book Development Council of Kenya Literary award. She was in her second year of study at the University then. This brings us to the question: “Are writers born or are they created?” This reminds one of Meja Mwangi – a scientist turned writer and Dr. Margaret Ogolla of The River and the Source – a paediatrician turned writer. I think KK was born a writer; she only managed to do Creative Writing as a course in her third year, long after the publication of her award winning story. To her therefore, the creative writing course was only to make her conscious of her literary talent and illuminate it even further.
The use of picturesque and cinematographic descriptions eveident in the text is caharacteristic of the writer. I call her while I’m at the Text Book Centre inquiring about the title of her text and where to locate it. KK gives me a vivid description of the shelves at the Text Book Centre and the particular shelf where her book To Grasp at a Star is. After purchasing the text, I swear not to give it to any of my classmates. “You need to promote creativity. Buy a copy for yourselves.” I boldly tell them. For those who have eyes for photocopying this text, you are killing creativity. I hope Dr. Wasamba and Kopiken are all ears. Move in fst and save creativity. It is ironical that this starts in the very department that is supposed to safeguard copyright and encourage creativity.
To give authenticity to her source of her material, I decided to subject the text to a psychoanalytic study and came up with the conclusion that KK has drawn greatly from her personal experience and in a way she writes about herself or she has disguise herself in her characters especially Makena in To Grasp at a Star. This not only makes the readers identify with the character and the author, but also renders the text authentic.

In the academic circles, I’m proud to share the same class with KK. Ever since I knew her, any single moment shared with her leads to an acquisition of a new idea. She is therefore, to me and to many others, a source of knowledge. She has an unrelenting quest for knowledge. She always yearns to know more and for anything that she doesn’t understand in class, she never hesitates to ask questions – both to fellow students and to lecturers. She does not miss class on purpose – and when she does as a result of preoccupation with matters of national importance – the first thing she does is to call me for the notes immediately she comes back. We have, therefore, been sharing notes with her regularly and I have personally benefited from discussions with her, especially on areas that we expect in the main exams. She is a darling to many if not all in the fourth year literature class and also the lecturers. Everyone wants to identify with KK and personally I feel proud when I’m walking with her book in my hands and I tell someone “You know, the author of this book is my classmate”. Inwardly though, I ask myself, “Why can’t you also try and come up with something of substance?”
KK is therefore an inspiration to many. She has provoked many in her class into thinking about writing as a career alongside academic pursuits. She is a role – model and mentor to many. She is a lady who knows how to balance her time well from academic activities to her work place and also to spare time for writing (outside the active political environment). I had even discussed with KK the possibility of me writing a dissertation on her work – but poor me – the culture of literary canonization has been ingrained in the literary circles that it will take time even for KK to be canonized. In KK, I see a rebirth of Mariama Ba, Grace Ogot, Marjorie Oludhe MacGoye, Professor Wanjiki Mukabi Kabira, Professor Ciarunji Chesaina and Mcere Githae Mugo, to name but a few.
On the official launch of your book To Grasp at a Star, we are fondly proud of you. You have made the Department of Literature proud – you have lifted the name of the University of Nairobi. We are proud of you KK. I only challenge the Department of Literature to come up with some sort of official recognition for such kind of creative talents as this so that we continue to water the garden of literary creativity lest we recede to what Taban Lo Liyong would call (and rightly so) a literary desert. KK has watered the literary garden not only of this country, but the world at large. As we launch this book officially, we are not only celebrating the birth of talent, but we have also come to grasp at the star, and our star today is KK.
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