
The industrial revolution and second wave technosphere changed society by changing how a society gained it’s wealth, and thereby it’s ability to acquire power. Major players in the economy developed out of the ability of certain nations to develop specialized goods needed around the world. The capital gained by businesses in these nations allowed the nations to prosper, giving them the resources to control the market for whatever raw materials made these developed goods possible.


When western nations began encouraging mercantile trade, and eventually capitalism, whereby wealthy citizens were able to produce large businesses with the ability to import and export heavily, the income of these nations climbed enormously. This allowed western nations to develop more successfully, providing jobs for citizens, capital for business (meaning a successful economy) and an easier way of procuring taxes by governments. Suddenly, the ability to industrialize had changed how western nations were structured.


Mass production and distribution changed western nations, who then in turn used their capital to reshape developing nations that relied on the sell of basic resources needed by industry to support themselves. Banana republics had no way of producing industry full of new commodities, as industry required capital that they did not posess. Instead, they relied on the production and exporting of their natural resources, which came from nothing more than cheap, hard labor. If these nations wanted to trade, they had to have something to offer developed countries Thusly, developed nations defined the economies of developing nations.


The economies of developing nations in turn defined the societal structures. If a country was to produce cash crops to be sold in mass quantities to the industrialized world, it had to be organized. The land which produced natural resources was as much of a prize to banana republics then as it had been to European nations when they were begging for trade from eastern empires. When you have nothing to offer but fruit of the land, land becomes important, and falls under the control of aristocracies and governments. In this way, the economy produced a necessity for specific governments, which organized specific societies, all because of the needs of industrialized nations riding the second wave technosphere.


Industry developed in wealthy European nations who had built overseas empires. Investors in the creations of these empires spent their capital on industrialization, which relied on large quantities of natural resources. The production of these resources fell to very eager less-developed nations. Everyone had something someone else wanted, which meant that for everyone to grow as they desired, there had to be a balance. Europe and the Americas purchased slaves from Africa. Eager to oblige, these African nations shipped their slaves to the Americas, where they would then farm sugar cane. The sugar cane became rum or other such commodities affordable by Africa thanks to the money from slaves. Europe developed the world’s technology and produced factories, and purchased goods from and supported America and Africa. The governments in Europe suddenly encouraged trade, supported capitalism, and focused more on the world economy.

Thusly, the societal acceptance of slavery (as well as the encouragement of warring against each other) by African nations developed through trade with Europe. Here we see a European economy furnished by industry and African politics and society developed by possibilities opened up by trade with Europe. This slave trade encouraged mass growth and exportation of items in the Americas, which received capital to be spent of necessities, from their European buyers. Money made by European nations through their trade with Africa opened up the possibility of the development and purchase of goods in America. Herein, the triangular trade can become a perfect example of how society and economy across the globe all develop in response to new technology. Thusly, the market took on a new role of importance in European nations, defining their power and influence over other nations.

