Local Cynic totally Impressed By Show of Talent


Having skipped out on seeing every movie in theaters since Elf last November, I debated how much desire was in me to pay five dollars for the sake of watching my peers perform at the MCHS Talent show on the 30th. I am overly critical of most forms of entertainment, and am equally grumpy when it comes to my wallet, so the idea of spending money to see inexperienced performers trying to hold my attention with overly dramatic pop songs for two hours made me more than a bit skeptical.


I’ll admit here and now to having been wrong about the show.


The second act- the first I caught thanks to Tuesday’s traffic- lifted my spirits in regards to the not entirely pleasing number of teenage girls in the world who think they can sing, and I will thank Vicky Vaughn for it. Later, she performed again with Cassie Lyles and Jasmine Davis in what was thought excellent, and probably the second best song of the evening for each of the girls. Together they sang well, but each girl individually impressed more.

While I wasn’t entirely pleased with every single performance consisting of nothing more than a dolled up girl singing and patting her hip, I was only once inclined to go browse the art on display in the hall- a particularly excellent aspect of the evening. Upon my return I was surprised by an unexpected pseudo-fifties dance routine performed by two students from NMMS. Their performance- almost a skit- amused, though it might have been a bit too long. Still, as the only dance performance of the evening, it easily wins Best Dance Performance of the Evening.

Continuing NMMS’ reign over the middle school performances was Lauren Barrett, an eighth grader who sang something or other really good. I mentioned my own distaste for girls with weak singing and no stage presence, and this girl is certainly not one of them. She moved across the stage belting out something really swell.

Instrumentally, I should note that Korey Rose and Natalie Roberts did a wonderful guitar performance, all be it a little long- after the first minute or so it became good background music for some nice conversation. Outside of that, a girl from BMS (name to be included at a later date) did an impressive number on the piano, to such an extent that I found myself turning around to discuss it with a piano teacher with whom I seldom start conversations.

