[image: image1.png]


BIRDS OF PREY [image: image2.jpg]



Official Newsletter of the Firebird & Trans Am Chapter of POCI

May/June 2008
[image: image3.jpg]FIREBIRD & TRANS AM CHAPTER
PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL






[image: image4.png]


BIRDS OF PREY [image: image5.jpg]



Official Newsletter of the Firebird & Trans Am Chapter of POCI

May/June 2008
Table of Contents:

· Editor’s Notes: Page 3

· VP Notes: Page 4
· Chapter News: Page 5  
· Member Feature: 
· Events: Page 6
· Garage Tech: Page 7 - 9
· Classifieds: Page 10 & 11
· Contact Information: Page 12
[image: image6.png]


BIRDS OF PREY [image: image7.jpg]



Official Newsletter of the Firebird & Trans Am Chapter of POCI

May/June 2008
Editors and VP Notes:
Editor’s Notes
John Froehle - South Ogden, UT

Hello Members, we have just one more month before the annual POCI convention kicks off in Spearfish, South Dakota. The family and I are all getting excited about this event. My wife will be driving with the kids in the Suburban and I will be driving the ‘Bird, like the Bandit doing the run. We will be heading up early Tuesday morning. If any of you are going to be up there early in the week perhaps we could meet up in the lobby of the host hotel. I will make sure everyone has my mobile number and the room number we will be staying in. The chapter meeting date and time will be posted in the lobby of the host hotel. We are not going to do a chapter display this year. I will have copies of old newsletters at the meeting for members to look at.
There will be plenty of cruising opportunities at this convention. We will see what the schedule looks like this year and maybe we will join in on one of these cruises as a chapter event. I would still like to gather together Friday night during the social to meet as many members who will be attending. I would like to take more pictures this year, especially of members’ cars that will be there. Hopefully the gas prices won’t scare us too much. Remember, be safe driving up and we will see you all there.

I received a few survey results from some of the members which is great, but I would like to hear from more of you. I will leave the survey questions in this issue so that more of you can respond. I will share the responses at the meeting and in the next issue. The only other big issue is dues. There are still many members who have not renewed for the year. Kenny and I will be calling the members to remind them. If any of you have contact information that has changed please let us know. There are a few email addresses that are no longer any good. Please send all dues to Kenny as he has taken over the role of treasurer for the chapter.

Also, one more item, if anyone is planning to attend a local show please take pictures if you can and send them to us. We are always looking for more content for the newsletter. 
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VP Notes

Kenny Rozell Jr- Pelzer, SC

Hello fellow members, hope all is well with you. I'm not going to take much of this page for I am down with a nasty summer cold. I think it's because I get in and out of the air-conditioning all day. I have to admit I could not live without it. Now I know what you guys living up North are saying, Kenny is a pansy boy! Well maybe so, but at least I'm a cool pansy boy. I was just visiting family in NY a couple of weeks ago. It was really warm that week. I kept asking if they would turn the air up. What air they said, everybody was telling me how they didn't need air in their cars and in their houses. Then why do they take so many cold showers, I ask? Down here in the Carolinas, If you don't have air in your hot rods. It's because you haven't figured out how to plug in 110v. I even have air in my garage, so my bird don't get to hot. Pansy, I know. It's already in the high 90's here and it's only June. I get people telling me all the time, I don't run the air in my car , because it kills horse power and gas mileage. Well that was true years ago, but not anymore. Newer cars don't have that problem. I have seen many study’s, where they have tested, and shown that is not the case anymore. Even if it was, I would still have frost, forming on my inside Trans Am windows. Well guys and girls I feel a bad cough coming on. So I will let you go for now. I will be back to my old self in a couple of days. Oh, I have noticed the website has not been used lately. I encourage you to post on there. So when we have visitors, they can see that we are active. I know by now you are tired of seeing my name on there, don't lie. I would also like to thank you guys AND girls for posting your pics. The cars look great! They’re Firebirds!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Chapter News:
Membership – The write-up for the chapter has been posted in the June issue of the Smoke Signals. This should generate some interest from the POCI members. We have one potential new chapter member that should be joining us soon. There are still several members who have not sent in their dues for the year. Kenny and I will be calling members to remind them.
Please send all membership forms and dues to our vice president Kenny and include any new contact information so we can update our records. Dues are $10 per year. Please make checks out to Kenny Rozell Jr and send to his address listed in the contact section of the newsletter.
The annual chapter meeting is scheduled for Thursday July 10th from 10-11am. If you miss the meeting we will meet again Friday night during the social. If anyone would like to get together for a cruise sometime Wednesday or Thursday let me know. I plan on attending the drag racing event on Friday and will try to get some pictures during the points-judged show.
I am posting the survey again to try and get more responses back from members.

Chapter Survey: (Please copy and paste to reply in email or mail back to John)
How do you feel about the chapter since you’ve been a member?
Do you feel the website is a beneficial tool for the chapter? How often do you visit the site? Is it easy to use?

What would you like to see more in the newsletter?
How many car shows a year do you attend?
Would you like to see the chapter hold a regional event in addition to the POCI National Convention?
Do you have any other comments about the chapter?
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Events: 

June 20-22, 2008 Great Lakes Regional Firebird Show, Dundee, MI

Hosted by Cabela’s Wilderness Store. www.greatlakesfirebirdgathering.com
Contact Doug and Paula at: 734-482-6554 for more info (SHOW CANCELLED)
July 5, 2008  6th Annual All Firebird Lawn Show, Saratoga Springs, NY at the SPA State Park adjacent to the Saratoga Auto Museum. Info at http://clubs.hemmings.com/firebirdnationofnorthamerica ,e-mail to tsmith24@earthlink.net , subject line: Request Firebird Show info. Rain date: Sunday July 6, 2008.

July 8-12, 2008 POCI National Convention Spearfish, SD.
Please contact John Froehle (801) 549-8430 if you plan to attend.

August 8-10, 2008 Ames Performance Pontiac Nationals, Norwalk, OH

Summit Racing Motorsports Park. www.pontiacnationals.com
Contact Pete Woodruff at 419-663-7383 for more info

August 22-24, 2008  24th annual Trans Am Nationals, Vandalia, OH
Show is held at the Dayton Airport Hotel. www.78ta.com/nats 

Contact Sue Emmel at 937-667-4232 for more info
November 14-16, 2008 Southern Trans Am Regional Show (STARS), Fort Walton Beach, FL. Show will be held at the Northwest Florida Fairgrounds. Info at www.starsfl.org Contact Mark and Belva Parrett (850) 863-9516 email: starshowinfl@hotmail.com
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Garage Tech: Firebird Door Panel Crack Repair
Exploring The Chronic Fourth-Gen Firebird Door-Panel-Cracking Problem
writer: Rocky Rotella
photographer: Rocky Rotella



If a picture is worth a thousand words, then our "crack" photo likely conjures up a caption laden with obscenities. If this sight looks familiar, then you probably own a Fourth-Gen Firebird and have, at some point, shared a similar sentiment. For those left wondering what we're discussing, you're looking at a typical door panel crack that plagues a huge portion of Fourth-Gen Firebirds populating today's roads. If you own such a car and haven't yet seen this, consider buying a lottery ticket, because luck may be on your side!

It seems that any Fourth-Gen Firebird is susceptible to this ailment, no matter how little it's driven or the level of care it receives, and there doesn't appear to be a specific pattern among the affected cars. Though the cracks tend to occur in the same location on each door panel-roughly 8 inches inward from the rear-they start small on some and can gradually lengthen over time. On others, a gaping crack happens in an instant when shutting the door, or even while sitting overnight.

Our Fourth-Gen Firebird had no apparent door panel issues, so preventing these cracks wasn't a major concern-that is, until this past spring, when we noticed pronounced depressions developing along the upper edges of both door panels. It was at that point we knew that immediate corrective action was required, or ours would become another statistic. Follow along as we modify its interior and prescribe a remedy to prevent the spreading of the Firebird door-panel-crack pandemic.
	


...this one, we decided to take action.
	


Visit any Web forum where late-model Firebird owners frequent, and you'll find the topic of door panel cracking among the most popular items discussed. Until this past spring, our Trans Am showed no signs of the typical door panel cracking that these cars seem so susceptible to. Once we detected this odd buckling, it became clear that stress was the culprit, and that it wouldn't take long for cracks to form. We immediately set out to determine the cause and find a permanent solution.
	


An external inspection of the area revealed little insight, so we removed the driver-side door panel to explore further. The removal process is fairly straightforward. After carefully prying upward on the trim panel that houses the power-windows, power-mirrors and power-lock controls, we disconnected the power leads.

	


Then we removed the screws that secure the trim pieces surrounding the inside door handle and exterior side mirror, followed by the four screws that secure the door panel to the frame.
	


Once the door panel was loose, we simply lifted it a couple of inches and gently pulled it away from the door. We disconnected the small speaker wire before moving the door panel too far away from the doorframe. A quick inspection of the door revealed that there wasn't anything directly beneath the panel to cause the buckling, so we focused our attention on the panel itself.
	


With the door panel on the bench, we thoroughly inspected the affected area from every angle, and that's when we noticed the probable cause. The window felt is adhered to a piece of strap steel, which is stapled onto the plastic door panel. It appears that if the door panel was at all flexed while the window felt was stapled into place during the assembly process, it could leave the panel somewhat twisted. A combination of the plastic door panel reacting to temperature changes and any pressure that the window exerted on the stationary felt strip in various positions was likely to further abnormally flex the panel, causing a stress crack to form at the weakest point. You can see the telltale signs of such a crack forming just to the right of the staple.

	


Using a pair of large wire cutters and a small flat-blade screwdriver, we started at the rear of the panel and carefully worked forward, removing as many consecutive staples as was required to relieve stress. Ours required removing just three staples, but your panel could require more-it depends on how many each panel received during assembly, and how twisted it might be. Once the staples were removed, the door panel breathed a sigh of relief and conformed to its intended shape.
	


We considered a variety of ways to refasten the loose portion of the window felt onto the door panel, and ultimately decided on small hardware. We carefully enlarged, with a 1/8-inch drill bit, one of the two holes left in both pieces by each staple. (Depending upon the initial misalignment, you might find that drilling a new hole in the door panel is required.)
	


A trip to our local hardware store netted us a handful of No. 4-40 machine screws in 7/8-inch length with matching washers and nuts, all for less than $1. We inserted a machine screw into each of the three holes, applied a dab of thread-lock, and tightened each nut until it was finger tight.

	


Once the thread-lock was dry, we used a cut-off disc to trim the screws so each was flush with its nut in an attempt to maintain maximum clearance. We later found that No. 4-40 machine screws in 1/2-inch length would have worked suitably.
	


If you catch the crack during its beginning stages, a healthy dab of two-part epoxy should prevent it from spreading further. There are a number of methods for repairing major cracks, but the best solution may be to replace the entire door panel, which can be a costly endeavor. We suggest that you closely inspect any replacement panels for signs of stress, and remove any staples that appear to be the cause or cracking could reoccur.
	


With the modifications complete and the door panel reinstalled, we immediately noticed how much the plastic panel had relaxed and that the pronounced depression had vanished. After repeating the same procedure on the passenger-side door panel and finding the same amount of stress relief, we're convinced that we've found a permanent solution to an ongoing problem that has plagued a large number of Fourth-Gen Firebirds. We also found, on the Web forums, other hobbyists who've similarly modified their door panels and have reported that existing cracking has been contained to a minimum.
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Contact:

864-855-2694

www.hawksthirdgenparts.com
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Classifieds page 2:

Wanted: Looking for a 1991 Pontiac Dealer Display License Plate. These were placed on showroom cars on display inside. Does anyone have a couple of 1 pound cans of the R12 A/C Freon? I still use this system in my 1991 Firebird. Also the hose attachment and can puncher, so that I can hook it up to my inlet A/C valve. Contact Ed Kozinski: (732)463-1284 or email: edpontiac91@yahoo.com 

For Sale: Second Generation Trans Am fender (passenger side) for sale. No rust and solid inner brace. Inner fender included. Stored 26 years in basement. Must be willing to pick up in New Jersey. $50.00 Contact Stephen Palkowitz:  (717)439-9572 or email: seppburgh2@aol.com
Wanted: looking for 1964-65-66 tri-power carb set-ups. ALSO, I need a 323 rear gear, posi, out of a TA. Contact Rex Bumgarner: (828)241-4947 or email: tigermadness@charter.net  

Wanted: 1969 firebird alternator #1100832. Contact Eric Vicker orbitorange@hotmail.com
 
For Sale: 2002 Pontiac Trans Am WS6. Rare WS6 Package, 8865 original miles, Ram Air, Auto, Leather, G80 limited slip, Monsoon, T Tops, Optional Chrome Wheels, Original Eagle F1 Tires and remained in Florida! 20 Pieces of original documentation and Carfax/Autocheck Verified/Certified History, Bright Red With Black Leather Interior. With A Build Date Of August 2002 It Has To Be One Of The Very Last Produced. Vin# 2G2FV22G922167707. The Undercarriage,! Not Many In The Country With These Ultra Low Miles, All Options, Florida History, Original Documents And In This Condition. Please Email Me For More Pictures In Detail. 
Price - $ 23,750 e mail is : loggy@mindspring.com / Tele (740) 543 -8861….Not Even One Stone Nick On The Car !!!  Les and Carol
For Sale: 1999 Firebird Formula, 103,000 miles, Black with graphite leather interior, Auto, PW, PL, Monsoon stereo system, T-tops, Chrome 16” wheels, Flowmaster 3” cat-back exhaust upgrade, silver overlay decals. Car is in overall good condition and runs excellent. Asking $10,000. Contact John Froehle 801-549-8430
Email: darkbrd@msn.com
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Contact information:
Chapter Officers:
President:
John Froehle Cell Phone: (801)549-8430
7513 S 2050 E

South Weber, UT 84405 
Email Address: darkbrd@msn.com 
Vice President:
Kenny Rozell Jr Cell Phone:  (864)423-3656
130 Cooley Bridge Rd

Pelzer, SC 29669 

Email Address: krozelljr@charter.net 
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