CLATSKANIE -- The Lewis and Clark excursion train from Portland to Astoria won't run again until at least Monday while track crews clear two freight cars that derailed Thursday at the Clatskanie River, railroad officials said.

The tourist train couldn't run Friday, and it won't run today or Sunday, Larry Phipps, president of the Portland & Western Railroad, said Friday afternoon. He said he's optimistic that the cars can be cleared and the track repaired in time for the excursion train to make it's Monday run. 

The cars derailed Thursday afternoon, with one of the cars --- one containing lumber --- tumbling into the Clatskanie River.

In addition to disrupting train traffic and freight deliveries, the mishap is blocking boat access to the Columbia River from the Beaver and fish station boat ramps along the Clatskanie River.

"It's hurting Clatskanie's tourist industry on one of the busiest weekends of the year," Clatskanie resident Patrick Cunningham said Friday.

According to Stimson Lumber Co. officials, the train was leaving the company lumber mill at about 4:30 p.m. when the engineer backed onto a swing bridge that had been left open. Officials estimated that the train had about 25 cars. 

Phipps said that the car with lumber was pushed right off the end of the track into the river, while the other ended up dangling off the trestle leading to the bridge.

"It was human error," Phipps said, explaining that the train crew misjudged the length of the train because the cars were longer than normal. "They should've had a man in back watching the train."

Phipps said the crew was experienced, but two members were trainees. He said the company would discipline the crew.

A crane and two big Caterpillar tractors will pull the freight car out of the water and place it on a nearby levee, he said.

Phipps estimated damage to exceed $200,000. No one was injured.

The Portland & Western Railroad purchased the line from Portland to Astoria in Burlington Northern in 2002.



Two Portland & Western Railroad freight cars are shown at the Clatskanie River Friday afternoon after they derailed Thursday.

