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Freight train car falls into Clatskanie River 
09:38 PM PDT on Thursday, September 2, 2004 
By ABE ESTIMADA, kgw.com Staff 
CLATSKANIE, Ore. – Part of a freight train fell into the Clatskanie River near Highway 30 after a train engineer didn’t realize he was backing into an open bridge. 
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The last car of a freight train fell into the Clatskanie River late Thursday afternoon. 


No one was hurt, but recovery crews are trying to figure out how to clean up the accident, which occurred Thursday near milepost 51, said Clatskanie fire chief Dick Long. 

The train was departing the Stimson Lumber Company at about 4:30 p.m. when the engineer backed onto a swing bridge that had been left open, said Ken Drake, the superintendent of the lumber company. 

"They were just kind of moving stuff around, and they misjudged," he said. 

The accident caused some extensive damage to the track and will be closed indefinitely, Long said. 

Drake estimated that the train had about 25 cars. One was half-submerged in the water and another was off the track. 

