7th Grade Gifted Literature

Course Syllabus

Second Nine Weeks 2006-2007
Pepperell Middle School
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Teacher:     Alicia Henson
                                                                   Planning Period:     8:05-9:45
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OUTLINE:

I.  Novels


The Giver by Lois Lowry


Objectives


1.     To describe the physical, mental, and emotional effects of loss.


2.     To pinpoint examples of regimentation.


3.     To characterize family dynamics at gatherings and in private.


4.     To list ways of isolating community members.


5.     To question coercion and ritualized death.


6.     To account for the value of color, love, music, and grandparents.

II.    Grammar

1. Recognizes the function of eight parts of speech in sentences.

2. Identifies parts of a sentence in simple and compound sentences.

3. Uses transitions within and between paragraphs.

4. Produces paragraphs and compositions for a variety of purposes.

5. Records, summarizes, organizes, interprets, compares, and contrasts information presented orally.

6. Interprets literary elements and techniques such as plot, setting, theme, characters, characterization, conflict, figurative.
III.   Word Within A Word


Students will be learning Greek and Latin stems.  They will be receiving 25 new stems every 


other week to memorize and a packet of worksheets to complete.  Tests will be given over 


these stems every other Friday.

IV.   Quiz Bowl


Students will be participating in Quiz Bowl activities.  They will learn how to use a buzzer 


system and participate as a team member on a Quiz Bowl team.

V.  State Objectives for Gifted Students


A. Develop advanced research skill and methods.  Curriculum for gifted students should allow


      for the in-depth learning of self-selected topics within the area of study.


B.  Develop and practice creative thinking and problem-solving skills with a variety of complex


      topics within the area of study.


C.  Develop and practice higher order and critical thinking skills in the pertinent academic area


D.  Develop advanced communication skills.  Curriculum for gifted students should 


      encourage the use of new techniques, materials, and formats in the development of 


      products that will be shared with real audiences.

E. Develop an understanding of self and how their unique characteristics may

Influence interactions with others.

EXPECTATIONS:

1.
Each student will bring his/her notebook, paper, 2 pencils, novel to class daily.

2.
Homework and projects need to be completed and turned in on time.

3.
Students are required to read and take an AR test over one fiction and one non-fiction book 

               besides the class assigned novel.

4. 
Students are responsible for asking for make-up work upon returning from an absence.

EVALUATION:

Assessment Grades (tests and projects)..............................................................................60%

Activity Grades (group work, daily grades)........................................................................25%

Final Exam……………………….........................................................................................15%

** This syllabus is subject to change in order to accommodate the needs of students.  Classes will be notified if changes are made.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the above Gifted Literature syllabus and understand the course requirements.
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