Dear Parents:
Your child is engaged in a special language arts unit called Persuasion.  It is organized around the concept of change and designed specifically to meet the needs of high-ability students.  The goals of the unit are as follows:

· To develop analytical and interpretive skills in literature. 

· To develop persuasive writing skills.

· To develop linguistic competency.

· To develop listening/oral communication skills.

· To develop reasoning skills.

· To develop an understanding of the concept of change.

In this language arts unit we will study the concept of change through many different types of activities.  We will consider the many ways argument and persuasion can be used effectively to cause change.  We will also read a wide variety of literature which will provide the contest for looking at change and perhaps reveal argument and persuasion in surprising places.  Discussion, debate, public speaking, and writing will provide opportunities to persuade an audience and to personally create a change in ideas, thinking, and perspective.  

In class we will read and discuss short pieces of literature—poems, short stories, and essays.  Everyone will keep a response journal to clarify thinking and to help prepare for written and oral assignments.  As we read the literature, we will respond to it and think critically about it by analyzing ideas, vocabulary, and structure.  Specifically, we will look for insight into the concept of change and how authors argue and persuade.  In addition to discussion, we will write short pieces, debate issues, and deliver speeches.  
This unit includes the following independent projects which will be completed at home:

· An independent reading and writing assignment on multicultural literature.
· An independent grammar packet.
· A research project on an issue surrounding book censorship.
· Various short writing pieces.
Although the independent projects will be completed outside of class, we will discuss them in class.  There will be opportunities for students to work with the teacher and other students on each project as the unit progresses.
The unit will be assessed in several ways.  First, a pre-assessment will assess skills in the language arts areas of literature, writing, and linguistic competency.  Secondly, a writing portfolio will document progress in writing.  We will assess project work with a self assessment, a peer assessment, and a teacher assessment.  Post-assessments will be given to assess exit skills in the language arts areas above.  Finally, I welcome comments and feedback from you as parents.  

Good curriculum and instructional practice should involve parents as well as teachers.  Thus, the following ideas are suggested in order to encourage you to become involved with the work of your child:

· Read the stories and books your child is reading and discuss key ideas.

· Research family history and heritage with your child.

· Play word games such as Scrabble, Boggle, or Balderdash with the family to enhance vocabulary and language usage.

· Encourage your child to write every day in a diary or journal.

· Try to set up a letter-arrangement with someone from another country or another part of the United States in order to encourage writing on a regular basis, either through regular or electronic mail.

· When viewing film or television together, discuss the ideas presented, and encourage close attention to how arguments are handled in the media.

Thank you in advance for your interest in your child’s curriculum.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information as the unit progresses. 

Sincerely,

Alicia Henson
