Dear Parents,
Your child is engaged in a special language arts unit called Patterns of Change.  The unit is designed specifically to meet the needs of high ability students.  The goals of the unit are as follows:

· To develop analytical and interpretive skills in literature


· To develop persuasive writing skills

· To develop linguistic competency

· To develop listening/oral communication skills

· To develop reasoning skills in the language arts

· To understand the concept of cyclical change in the language arts

In class we will read and discuss two novels.  For the first novel, students will choose from the following five: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle; Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson; A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck; The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis; or Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli.  The second novel, which all students will read, is My Daniel by Pam Conrad.  We will also read high-quality poems, short stories, and essays.  The students will keep response journals to clarify thinking and record their ideas about the works we have read.  As we read the literature, we will respond to it and think critically about it, by analyzing ideas, vocabulary, and structure.  Specifically, we will look for similarities and differences among the works and their portrayal of cyclic patterns.  Students will also conduct research and present their findings to the class.  We will work as a class, in small groups, and individually on activities in this unit. 
This unit includes several activities that will entail some work outside of class and may need your support at home:

· Independent reading, including the two novels

· Written homework assignments, including reading response activities and more extended writing assignments

· Individual and small group investigation on selected issues, with preparation for written and oral presentation of findings

There will be opportunities for students to work with the teacher and other students on each of these activities as the unit progresses. 

The unit will be assessed in several ways.  First, a pre-test will assess skills in the language arts areas of literary analysis and writing.  Second, a portfolio of writing pieces, including self-, teacher, and peer assessments of work will document progress in writing skills.  Other written activities of the unit, including graphic organizers and response journal writings, will also be collected and reviewed.  Finally, post-tests will demonstrate growth in analysis and writing skills.  We welcome feedback and comments from you as the unit progresses. 
Good curriculum and instructional practice should involve parents as well as teachers.  The following ideas may be useful for you to become involved with the work of the unit:

· Read the same works of literature your child is reading and discuss key ideas.

· Tell your child about events in your life that mirror events in the works we are reading.

· Hold a family debate on an issue suggested in the unit or another current issue of interest.

· Play word games to enhance vocabulary and language usage.

· Encourage your child to write every day in a diary or journal.

· Try to set up a letter-writing or e-mail arrangement with someone from another country or state in order to encourage writing on a regular basis. 

· When watching movies or TV together, discuss the ideas presented with your child, and encourage close attention to how arguments are handled in the media.

· Point out examples of cycles or cyclic change that you notice, and encourage your child to do the same.

Thank you in advance for your interest in your child’s curriculum.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information as the unit progresses.

Sincerely,

Alicia Henson
