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8th Grade Kaleidoscope Literature

2007-2008-Mrs. Henson

“Genius is one percent

inspiration, ninety-nine

percent perspiration.”

-Thomas Edison

Contact Information:  I may be reached at school at 236-1849 (Planning 9:45-11:25 & before/after school).  My school e-mail is ahenson@floydboe.net.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions during the year.

What we’ll cover this year:  

1. Weekly study of Greek and Latin stems.

2. We will read a variety of novels, short stories, poetry, and plays.  The first semester our curriculum will focus on “Threads of Change in 19th Century American Literature” and the second semester will be “Utopia”.

3. Study of English grammar.

4. Mechanics of writing.

5. We will be participating again in a Quiz Bowl competition by taking a team from each grade level.  The competition date is set for February 12 and will be held at Shorter College. 

Grades: 

Tests and major projects will count as 60% of the student’s grade.  Group work, class work, Junior Great Books readings, and participation will count as 25% of the grade. Homework will count as 15%.  If you lose or fail to complete an assignment, you may turn it in for a late grade.  It will be worth 70% of the original grade.  If you do not bring an assignment to class the day it is due (ex. left in locker), it will receive a late grade.  Try to get in the habit of packing your book bag at night so that you don’t forget things at home.

Homework:

You can expect to have some form of homework most nights:  reading your assigned novel, studying the voc. stems, working on research for projects, etc. You are expected to write your homework and upcoming due dates in your agenda—the agenda may be checked periodically for a daily grade.

Materials you’ll need every day:

Notebook with pockets, paper, pencil/pen, novel and your brain!
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Classroom and school libraries:

You are welcome to check out books in my room.  Sign your name and the book’s title in the notebook, take care of the book, and return it when you finish (mark your name out).  We will visit the school library every two weeks.  You are expected to be very quiet, and you may read, take tests, or check out books.

Make-up work:

When you are absent, you have 3 days to ask for your make-up work and complete it.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed and complete it. 

Field Trips:

You will be invited to attend a Kaleidoscope field trip during the course of the year.  You must not have any discipline referrals or excessive absences if you’d like to attend.

Kaleidoscope Web Site:

Please visit the Kaleidoscope Web Site, http://www.geocities.com/pms1kscope/, for information on Greek/Latin Stems, Upcoming Events, Cool Links, and Grade-specific information.

Let’s have a great year!  

Mrs. Henson

