                  Ruth Perkins, daughter of Ignatious of Freetown, Mass-- A                               

           Continuation of a Little Examined Howland-Tilley-Allerton Lineage

                                            Paul Stanton Bumpus
     The recent acquisition at the Mayflower Library at Plymouth of the book Descendants of Abraham Perkins of Hampton, New Hampshire to the Eighth Generation[1], compiled by Carolyn C. Perkins, has led to the identification of two previously unobserved sixth generation descendants of Mayflower passenger John Howland.  In Perkins’ work only four children, all sons, had been attributed to Ignatious5  (Ruth4 Cushman, Robert³ Cushman, Ruth² Howland, John¹)  Perkins and his wife Keziah Davis: David, Ignatious, Luke and John.[2]  These four sons are to be included in the upcoming Mayflower Families Through Five Generations edition on John Howland being prepared by the Mayflower Society’s Historian General Ann Lainhart.  The newest “Silver Book,” Vol. 23: Part 1, following Howland children Lydia, Hannah, Joseph, Jabez, Ruth and Isaac through the fourth generation, was released in February 2006.[3] As Ignatious Perkins is a fifth generation Howland descendant his family will be included in the second part of the new work, due tentatively by the end of 2006 or early 2007. The first four Howland children, Desire, John, Hope and Elizabeth, have already been, or will be in the near future, covered separately in editions compiled by Elizabeth Pearson White.
       The citation on the Ignatious Perkins family as found in Perkins’ work revealed an important missing piece of the family’s story, this showing the connection between the family who lived at Freetown, later to appear at Wrentham, and the Ruth Perkins I was seeking who had married Jesse Pierce at Middleboro.  Noting that Ignatius Perkins and Keziah Davis had married at Freetown, but that the four sons cited by Perkins were given as having been born at Wrentham, led to the examination of the Wrentham vital records, thereby uncovering the birth of Ruth Perkins, the “d. of Ignatius and Kezia,” recorded there on 5 August 1752.[4]  In addition, an apparently final child’s birth, William, was also recorded at Wrentham on 12 October 1754.[5]  Of the four sons cited by Perkins as born in Wrentham, David, Luke and John are all shown in the vital records there as being born “in Freetown.” Ignatius born 1746, was likely also born in Freetown, although this is not stated so in the Wrentham records.  
     This Perkins family group can thus be seen as:

IGNATIOUS5  PERKINS was born at Plympton, Mass., on 15 July 1720.[6]  The date and place of his death has not been discovered. The son of  Ruth4  Cushman (Robert3, Ruth2  Howland, John¹), and Luke4  Perkins (Luke³, Luke², Abraham¹) he married KEZIAH³ DAVIS (William², William¹) at Freetown, Mass., on 10 Nov 1743.[7] 

Children of Ignatius and Keziah PERKINS recorded at Wrentham: [8]   
   i.  DAVID6,  born 1 Feb. 1744 “in Freetown.”
  ii.  IGNATIUS,  b. 18 May 1746 (prob. Freetown).
 iii.  LUKE,  b. 25 Jan 1748 “in Freetown.”
 iv.  JOHN,   b. 3 Jun 1750 “in Freetown.”
  v.  RUTH,   b.  5 Aug 1752.
 vi.  WILLIAM,  b. 12 Oct. 1754.

     So, now, along with the four previously recorded sons, Ruth Perkins and her brother William can be seen to be sixth generation Howland descendants, as well as seventh generation Tilley and Allerton descendants, through the marriage of Thomas³ Cushman (Mary² Allerton, Isaac¹) and Ruth² Howland (John¹), (Elizabeth² Tilley, John¹), Ignatius Perkins’ great-grandparents. The two new Howland descendants delineated here will now be included in the upcoming Howland MF 23, Part 2, once published.  Lines of descent from any of these Perkins children will also be eligible for newly opened lines from Mayflower passengers Joan (Hurst) (Rogers) Tilley and Mary (Norris) Allerton, as at the Mayflower Society’s General Congress in September 2005 three new lines of descent from woman passengers of The Mayflower--Joan Hurst, Mary Norris and Elizabeth Fisher--were voted on and approved as newly acceptable lineages. These three Mayflower wives are at this time the only adult women passengers whose ancestry is definitively proved, thus those chosen for new Society lineages.  
     An early work on the Perkins family, “An Account of Part of the Family of Abraham Perkins of Hampton, New Hampshire” by Joseph W. Porter,[9]  had brought this Perkins family lineage down from Abraham¹ of Hampton, NH through his son Luke² Perkins, who married Hannah Long, to their son Luke³ Perkins, who married Martha Conant, granddaughter of Roger Conant of Salem. The Luke and Martha Perkins family, after several changes of residence, ended up at Plympton, Mass., with both Luke and Martha’s graves in the Old Burial Grounds there remaining in fairly good condition today.[10]  The line is continued on through Luke4 Perkins who married Ruth Cushman, grand daughter of Thomas³ Cushman and Ruth² Howland.  It seemed very likely in early attempts to identify the Ruth Perkins I was seeking that she would have somehow come out of this Plympton Perkins family. The missing link in identifying Ruth, and likely the reason this family had not been followed further, is now seen to be the move of Ignatious Perkins’ family from Freetown to Wrentham, albeit apparently temporarily, sometime before the birth of Ruth in 1752. The family eventually ended up back at Freetown with Ruth Perkins marrying Jesse Pierce at Middleboro, Mass., on 26 Jan 1771/72.[11]  Intentions were recorded at Freetown on 2 Feb 1771.[12]   The couple lived at Middleboro but clearly at some time moved to Plymouth. Perhaps this move occurred around the time of Ruth’s unrecorded death, as the last record found in vital records for either Ruth or Jesse is the second marriage of Jesse Pierce to Susannah (Harlow) King on 2 Jan 1799 in Plymouth.[13]  Jesse Pierce’s death on 12 September 1834 is found only on his 2nd wife’s Revolutionary War Pension application which she filed on 4 September 1837 as the former widow of William King.
     The family group for Ruth Perkins and husband Jesse Pierce and their children:

      RUTH6 PERKINS (Ignatious5, Ruth4 Cushman, Robert3, Ruth2  Howland, John¹) was  born 5 Aug. 1752 in Wrentham, Mass.[14] She married Jesse Pierce in Middleborough, Mass., 26 Jan 1771/72.[15]  JESSE5 PIERCE (Richard4, Thomas3, Isaac2, Abraham1), was born July 12, 1747 in Middleborough, Mass.,[16] and died 30 Sep 1824.[17] He married 2nd xe "Marriages:Pierce, Jesse and Susannah Harlow (02 Jan 1799)"

xe "Marriages:Harlow, Susannah and Jesse Pierce (02 Jan 1799)"Susannah Harlowxe "People:Harlow:Susannah (b. 10 Nov 1750, d. 29 Sep 1837-13 Apr 1840)" 2 Jan 1799 at Plymouth, Mass., [18]  xe "Places:Plymouth:Plymouth Co., MA"

xe "Places:Plymouth Co.:MA"

xe "Places:MA" widow of William King.[19]  No Plymouth County probate record for Jesse or Ruth Pierce has been located. The only birth record of Jesse and Ruth (Perkins) Pierce’s children found in vital records is that of the eldest child David’s.

Children of JESSE and RUTH (PERKINS) PIERCE are:
   
  I.     DAVID7 PIERCE, born 22 Jun 1773 at Middleborough, Mass.;[20]  Marriage xe "Marriages:Pierce, David and Desire Nye (20 Jun 1795)"

xe "Marriages:Nye, Desire and David Pierce (20 Jun 1795)"banns for he and Desire Nyexe "People:Nye:Desire (bap. 18 Apr 1773, d. 27 Sep 1858)" were published 20 Jun 1795 at Wareham, Plymouth Co., MA;xe "Places:Wareham:Plymouth Co., MA"

xe "Places:Plymouth Co.:MA"

xe "Places:MA"[21]  married xe "Marriages:Pierce, David and Desire Nye (08 Oct 1795)"

xe "Marriages:Nye, Desire and David Pierce (08 Oct 1795)"Desire Nyexe "People:Nye:Desire (bap. 18 Apr 1773, d. 27 Sep 1858)", daughter of Jabez Nyexe "People:Nye:Jabez (b. circa 1749, d. after 1802)" and Mary "Molly" Fuller,xe "People:Fuller:Mary Molly (b. circa 1750, d. 02 Feb 1802)" 8 Oct 1795 at Wareham, Plymouth Co., MA;xe "Places:Wareham:Plymouth Co., MA"

xe "Places:Plymouth Co.:MA"

xe "Places:MA"[22] probably died before the 1820 date of his wife’s second marriage.  DESIRE NYE was born ca. 1771. She was baptized on 18 Apr 1773 at Wareham, Mass.[23]  Marriage banns for she and John Gibbs were published on 20 Aug 1820 at Wareham.[24]  She married John Gibbs, son of John Gibbs and Deborah Doty, on 1 Oct 1820 at Wareham.[25] She died on 27 Sep 1858 at Wareham at age 87 yrs.[26] 

Children of David and Desire (Nye) PIERCE were:
     i.     SALOME, born ca. 1799; married Hugh McManamon; married Seth Brown

     ii.      RUTH F., born 25 Mar 1800; married Jonathan Bumpus.

   iii.     MARY ANN, born 10 Aug 1802 at Wareham, Mass.; married 1) John H. McCoy;                   
            married 2) David Williams Harlow.

   iv.     DAVID, born ca. 1804.

    v.     LUCY NYE, born ca. Oct 1809; married Rowland Sturtevant Bumpus.
   vi.     OTIS,  born ca. 1811; married Hannah Bumpus.

 II.     KEZIAH PIERCE, born ca. 1777 at Middleborough, Mass.;[27] married 1) (--?--) Holmes ca. 1795; married 2) Joseph Harris ca. 1810.

There were no children of Keziah Pierce and (--?--) Holmes.

JOSEPH HARRIS was born ca. 1794 at Rhode Island. He died on 28 Oct 1869 at Sandwich, Barnstable Co., Mass.[28]
Children of Keziah Pierce and Joseph Harris were:

     i.     JOSEPH, born ca. 1813; married Rebecca Raiment.

    ii.      RUSSELL, born ca. 1815; marriage banns for he and Elizabeth McManamon were published 6 Sep 1840 at Wareham, Mass.;[29] married Elizabeth McManamon, daughter of Hugh Mc Manamon and Salome Pierce, 20 Nov 1840 at Wareham, Mass.[30]
III.     RICHARD PIERCE,  born ca. 1777; marriage banns for he and Joannah Nye were published 18 Apr 1799 at Wareham, Mass;[31] married Joannah Nye, daughter of Jabez Nye and Mary “Molly” Fuller, 13 Jun 1799 at Wareham, Mass.[32]   JOANNAH NYE was born ca. 1777. She was baptized on 17 Aug 1777 at Wareham, Mass.[33]
Children of Richard and Joannah (Nye) PIERCE, all born at Wareham, Mass., were:

        i.     BENJAMIN NYE, born 10 Nov 1799; married Mary Kendrick.

       ii.     JABEZ NYE, born 25 Jan 1802; married Mary G. Holmes.  
      iii.     BETSEY, born 4 Sep 1804.[34]   

         iv.    RICHARD,  born  2 Jan 1809;[35] married Mary W. (--?--) ca. 1840.
IV.     IGNATIOUS PIERCE, born ca. 1785; married Betsey Besse 6 Jun 1804 at Plymouth, Mass;[36] died 24 Aug 1853 at Plymouth, Mass.[37]
Children of Ignatius and Betsey (Besse) PIERCE were:

        i.     IGNATIOUS, born 1814 at Plymouth, Mass; married 1) Susanna W. King 28 Dec 1836 at Plymouth, Mass.;[38] married 2) Maria Shaw Atwood 1 May 1842 at Plymouth, Mass.[39]
          ii.     LUCY, died 16 Oct 1840 at Plymouth, Mass.[40]
   V.     BRANCH PIERCE, born ca. 1788; married Rebecca Bates 4 Jan 1810 at Plymouth, Mass.;[41] died 30 Aug 1865 at Plymouth, Mass.;[42] buried at Cemetery at Halfway Pond, Plymouth, Mass.  REBECCA BATES died on 28 Jul 1866.[43]  She was buried at Cemetery at Halfway Pond, Plymouth, Mass.

Children of Branch Rebecca (Bates) PIERCE, all born at Plymouth, Mass., were:

        i.     THOMAS, born 3 Feb 1822.[44]
       ii.     EZRA, born 12 Jul 1828.[45]
      iii.     NAOMIA, born 30 Dec 1830.[46]
      iv.     RUTH, born 30 Dec 1830.[47]
  VI.     JESSE PIERCE, born. ca. 1790; reportedly died in New Orleans. La.

 VII.     MARY PIERCE, born ca. 1794;[48] married Joshua Douglass 29 Oct 1813 at Plymouth, Mass;[49] died 3 Mar 1864 at Plymouth, Mass.,[50] aged 69yrs 10mo 14d; 4 children.
Name variations amongst the Pierce/Peirce families of Plymouth County are common, but this particular line appears to have almost exclusively used the Pierce spelling throughout the generations.  Robert C. Anderson in The Great Migration Begins,[51] and Eugene Stratton in his Plymouth Colony: Its History & People,[52] both use the Pierce spelling for Abraham Pierce of  Plymouth and his descendants.  Stratton, of course, notes the (or Peirce, with variations) and also cites Anderson’s “A Clue to the English Ancestry of Abraham Pierce of Plymouth and Duxbury.“[53’  Seven children are shown for the Jesse and Ruth Pierce family in William T. Davis' companion works Ancient Landmarks of Plymouth[54] and Genealogical Register of Plymouth Families,[55] and also in the early Peirce Family genealogy by Ebenezer W. Peirce.[56]  The two lists do not fully agree, however, consisting of two small differences: Peirce shows Branch as Blanch, and Davis has Richard as Rachel. Of course, neither of Davis’ works are acceptable sources as far as modern research is concerned, although the Peirce work can still be used as a secondary source for Mayflower applications. Of the seven children found in Peirce and Davis, three can be definitively supported by vital records: David, Keziah, and Mary; Keziah and Mary’s parents are named on their death records. The son Ignatious is almost certainly he who died at Plymouth, as cited, although his death record does not name his parents. The same situation exists for Branch whose death record likewise does not name his parents. 
       This has been a particularly difficult family to document, with many of the vital records sustaining identification being death records found as the New England Historic and Genealogical Society’s Massachusetts Vital Records from 1841 to 1910  have become available online. Richard Griffith, the US GenWeb project’s Host for the Town of Wareham, has been of immeasurable help with all my Wareham families’ problems from the very beginnings of my research. Griffith’s Vital Records Abstracts for the Town of Wareham stands today as a primary source used at the Mayflower Society for Wareham vital records. These abstracts were taken from James Minor Lincoln’s early works which provide virtually all of the available vital records for Wareham in the period 1739 – 1843.  Because of the disappearance of Church Book 2, the town records provide the only information on the period from 1800 - 1843 (with the exception of gravestone inscriptions).

     Jesse and Ruth (Perkins) Pierce’s eldest child, David, was the reason for my attempt to sort out this little documented line. How fortunate that he, of all Jesse and Ruth’s children, is the one whose birth was recorded.  David and Desire Nye Pierce’s daughter Mary Ann Pierce married at Wareham, Mass., David9  Harlow. The David Harlow and Charles W. Bumpus families of Wareham were inextricably linked through the marriages of three children from each family. A lineage paper on this new Howland line following Ruth Perkins through son David Pierce has been filed with the Mayflower Society and is to be the beginning of opening several Wareham, Mass., Pierce, Nye, Harlow and Bumpus family Mayflower lineages to, at this time, at least John Howland, John Tilley, Joan Hurst, Isaac Allerton, Mary Norris and Richard Warren. If Desire Nye’s mother, Mary “Molly” Fuller, can ever be proved as the daughter of Samuel and Anne Tinkham Fuller of Plympton, Mass., several more Mayflower lines would be forthcoming.
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