                                 Monarch Band Boosters General Membership Meeting

                                                 Thursday, February 19, 2004

The Monarch band Boosters general membership met on the above referenced date at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held on this date because the meeting scheduled for Feb. 5th was cancelled due to inclement weather. The meeting was called to order by co-president Rhonda Nicklin.  

The January General Membership meeting minutes were approved with no changes or corrections.

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Webster reported that the current checking account balance is $8,960.34.  Of  that amount $4,595.97 is the money set aside for the individual student accounts.  The Band Booster organization has made $1,324.77 from the fundraisers held thus far this school year.  Working capital available to the Band Boosters is $4,364.37.  For the first time this year, this amount includes the start-up money that was left after covering the costs of the lawyer and accountants fees generated by the re-incorporation of the Band Boosters.  

Band Director’s Report:

· Mr. Walters reported that Monarch band students have gone to Dana College, UNO Orchestra, UNO Honor Band, UNK Honor Band, UNL Winter Winds, and Wesleyan.  An article was submitted to the Central Office for a press release with a picture.  Hastings Honor Band was cancelled due to weather. Low Brass students attended UNO Low Brass Day.

· The students are busy working on music for the Smorgasbord concert which will be held in the South Gym due to a scheduling conflict for the Auditorium.  The concert will be held at 3:00 p.m.  The LVJH jazz band and the Monarch Jazz bands 1&2 will perform during the Smorgasbord.  Some of the Elkhorn Band Olympic solos may be playing in the lobby as the event begins.

The Jazz Bands toured all but one elementary and LVJH to encourage future musicians to join.  He also announced that 54 new ninth graders will be joining the band next year.

· The Monarchs have 54 entries for Elkhorn Band Olympics this year.  Encourage your band student to practice if they are competing. 

· Game band is done for the season unless the teams go to finals this year.  

· Pit rehearsal for the musical is now being held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

· Parents should check out the www.monarchbands.com web site for the latest updates on upcoming events and basic band info.  A printable list is under the “Mr. Walters” link or you can see upcoming events for each month on the calendar. 

· Jazz Band 1 will be participating in the UNO Jazz Festival on Feb. 27th at 9:00 a.m.

· For next year’s band trip the band will be traveling to New York City during the week of May 28th to June 1, 2005.  It will be 5 days, 4 nights and the band will fly there and back.  Possible events include performing at Carnegie Hall, marching in a couple of Memorial Day parades, having the concert band and jazz bands perform for a clinician, or participating in a festival in competition.  The cost for the  trip will be around $1000-1100.  He is hoping to find a deal on airfare as we get closer to the date to reduce the cost.  Active participation in next year’s fundraising events could help the students pay for their fare. 

· The Papillion-Lavista Schools Foundation approved a grant to purchase one new Sousaphone.  Mr. Glover provided the funds to purchase a second one.  The goal is to acquire a total of 8 and he will continue to apply for grants till hopefully the goal is met.  Mr. Walters showed the membership the two new all-metal Sousaphones which had just arrived.

· If any parents have questions about the “lettering in band “ form, please contact him and he will answer any questions.

· Mr. Walters thanked Jamie Rechkemmer for re-filing and compiling a computer catalog of the music in the file room.  He also thanked the Molli and Miller families for doing the repair work on the drum cases.  

· Mr. Walters also announced the theme of next year’s show will be music from the rock musical “Tommy”.

Publicity Report: Publicity Chair Bonnie Maresch was unable to attend so Rhonda Nicklin gave the report for her.  The District public relations office has been informed about the upcoming Smorgasbord and they will send press releases to the newspaper.  Rhonda asked for volunteers to help fix up a banner to be hung advertising the Smorgasbord.  Betty Neben will ask to see if we can again use the “mobile marquee” sign that we used for the Fall Taco Feed. 

Old Business:

· Spring Smorgasbord: Brian Finley reported for Carol Finley that the meat has been ordered; that two cooks will be working that day; arrangements have been made for extra tables and janitors to help during the event.  The ticket prices will be: $3.50 for children ages 4-10; $6.50 for adults and those over 10; children under age 4 are free.  The Smorgasbord information letter asking band parents for the necessary food donations and for volunteers to work a shift at the Smorgasbord have been mailed out and the return forms are already coming in.  Rhonda announced that there will be a Smorgasbord “ decoration production” meeting on February 20th at 3:30 and that students are needed to help create decorations for the event.  Linda Shafer reported that the Silent auction committee has had a good response so far with their efforts to acquire donations for the Silent Auction.  Since some of the items donated are quite valuable there may be minimum bids on some of the items.  

· DI Concession Stand: Rhonda reported that she has been unable to find anyone to volunteer to run the DI concession stand in Mar. 13th, so she and Jamie Rechkemmer will take on the responsibility to set it up and staff it.  Jean Almeida will help.  Mr. Glover will arrange for the pop to be delivered for this event.  She has arranged for Pizza Hut to supply the pizza and we will sell it for $2 per slice.  Krispy Kreme doughnuts will be available during the morning hours in addition to bagels and juice.  Candy bars will also be offered for sale.  Rhonda will need some additional coolers and a couple more crockpots to warm the nacho cheese for the nachos.  Students will be asked to sign up and work a shift for this fundraising event.

· Band Scholarships: Betty Neben announced that the scholarship committee has chosen the band scholarship recipients and that announcement will be made by the committee during the Smorgasbord band concert. 

· Cathie Molli reported on the progress of the drum case refurbishing project and said that they are looking to find someone with some expertise in car body painting for the exterior of the cases.

·  Band Videos: The band videos have finally arrived and most students have received their copy.  The profit money generated by the sale of the videos will be divided between the Titan and Monarch Band Boosters.  The Band Boosters hope to clear around $800 from these sales.

New Business

· Burger King fundraiser nights: No totals are available yet on any money raised during the conference nights’ fundraiser. 

· Jamie Rechkemmer announced that there had been some changes in the band directory.  Several students dropped band 2nd semester and several new students have joined.  Jamie will update the directory and send a copy to Mr. Walters and he will have it copied and distributed to the students.

· Fundraiser Review Committee: This item has been tabled till the April meeting. Anyone wishing to serve on this committee should contact Rhonda or Jamie. Rhonda brought up the subject of whether we were going to do “Raising Dough for Band Sales” at the Spring Craft Show.  She also talked about a new Krispy Kreme fundraising card that we could give out at that time.  It was decided to go ahead and do the Craft Show booth and she will do further research on the Krispy Kreme cards.  A suggestion was made to look into Sonic fundraiser cards as well.  Molly Baumert said that she would like to compile a “Band “ Cookbook and offer it for sale next year. 

· Rhonda reminded the membership that new officers will need to be elected in May, and asked that any one interested in holding office to please contact one of the current board members.

· Jamie Rechkemmer announced that she is going to place one more order of  “Proud Parent” band shirts and anyone wishing to place an order should contact her. 

· Karen Hansen asked if the students could be allowed to use the money in their band accounts to pay for band related expenses such as honor band fees.  The board will review the by-laws and make a recommendation.

The next Band Booster meeting will be held March 4, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting was called adjourned by Rhonda Nicklin at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Jean Almeida

Secretary

